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PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


Observations  on  the  Treatment  of  Particular 
Symptoms. 

Having  in  the  foregoing  pages  made  some 
general  remarks  on  the  medical  properties  of 
mercury  in  Lues  Venerea^  I  mean,  at  pre- 
sent, to  point  out  more  particularly  the  ap- 
plication of  those  properties  to  the  seve- 
ral stages  of  the  disease.  And  that  the 
reader's  attention  may  be  the  more  readily 
fixed  to  its  proper  object,  I  shall  note  as  I  pro- 
ceed the  medical  treatment  of  each  individual 
symptom  mentioned  in  the  first  volume  of 
this  work.  The  former  arrangement  on  the 
application  of  mercury  was  a  general  one;  in 
which  I  endeavoured  to  shew  the  different 
degrees  of  power  in  the  medicine,  under  dif- 
ferent circumstances,  and  was  meant  as  a 
VOL.  ti.  B 


2  >       The  Treatment 

foundation  for  this  part  of  the  work.    I  am' 
now  to  adapt  that  power,  as  far  as  I  am  able, 
to  particular  symptoms,  having,  at  the  same 
time,  a  reference  to  the  specific  disease,  as 
the  source  from  which  all  these  symptoms- 
originate.    To  this  end,  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury introduced  into  the  circulation,,  the  effects 
of  that  medicine  on  the  system  and  mouthy 
together  with  that  influence,  or  power,  which 
naturally  arises  from  a  just  combination  of 
effect  with  quantity,  must  be  attended  to,  and 
proportioned  to  the  different  stages  or  de- 
grees of  virulence  in  the  disease,     if  the 
first  of  these,  requisites  (the  aggregate  quan- 
tity) be  wanting,  the  effects  of  the  medicine, 
how  violent  soever  they  may  be  on  the  con- 
stitution, or  mouth,  will  frequently  fail.  And 
on  the  other  hand,  if,  through  inattention  or 
want  of  judgment,  these  effects  are  never 
produced,  the  same  misfortune  will  frequently 
follow  from  the  largest  quantity.  Therefore, 
that  seems  to  be  the  most  successful  plan, 
in  which  certain  effects  on  the  constitution, 
and  mouth,  are  raised  by  a  due  quantity  of  the 
.medicine.    Having  already  explained,  -my  ideas 
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•rsery  fully,  as  to  the  effects  to  be  produced,  I 
need  not  repeat  them  in  this  place.  It  may, 
however,  be  expected,  that  I  should  endea- 
vour to  fix  and  ascertain  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury generally  necessary  for  a  cure.  But  as 
this  has  been  shewn  to  be  indefinite,  and  fluc- 
tuating, it  will  be  best  left  to  the  judgment  of 
the  practitioner.  As  a  general  rule,  I  shall  only 
say,  that  from  a  just  consideration  of  the 
symptoms  before  him,  whether  primary  or 
secondary,  whether  of  an  early  or  late  date^ 
when  joined  to  a  proper  degree  of  attention  to 
the  effects  and  quantity  of  the  medicine  taken 
in,  or  absorbed,  he  may  easily  ascertain  this 
matter  to  a  certainty.  As  I  do  not  mean  to 
.give  a  recipe  for  every  .symptom,  in  the  manner 
of  a  receipt-book,  so  I  look  upon  it,  that 
whoever  knows  the  disease,  and  is  in  posses- 
sion of  the  facts  I  have  taken  some  pains  to 
establish,  with  respect  to  the  effects  of  the 
medicine,  can  be  at  no  loss,  as  to  a  very 
tfafe  and  effectual  method  of  using  it,  nor  of 
applying  it  properly  to  the  generality  of  cases 
that  may  occur,  whether  primary  or  secon- 
dary,   whether  slight  or  .violent.     An  early 
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aphthous  chancre  in  its  first  stage  may  not 
require  for  cure   either  so  large  a  quantity 
of  mercury,  or  such  considerable  effects,  as 
a  more  obstinate  primary  or  secondary  symp- 
tom.   But  this  is  almost  the  only  instance  in 
which  the  disease  considered  abstractedly,  and 
-without  a  reference  to  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta,  can 
be  said  to  require  a  smaller  quantity,  or  slighter 
effects  in  one  symptom  than  in    another : 
A  late  chancre,  an  eruption,  a  node,  and  every 
secondary  symptom  whatever,  demand,  as  parts 
of  the  same  infectious  disease,  not  only  the 
same   specific  effects,   but  nearly  the  same 
specific  quantity  of  the  medicine.    Thus,  less 
than  Hydrarg.  crud.  3 viij.  even  under  con- 
finement, will  seldom  cure  an  early  chancre, 
when  used  in  the  way  of  friction.    In  later 
symptoms  3*vi.  or  more,  are  generally  neces- 
sary, unless  what  is  wanting  in  quantity  is 
supplied  by  the  violent  operation  of  the  me- 
dicine on  the  constitution  and  mouth ;  and 
these,  it  must  be  remembered,  will  often  com- 
pensate for  the  want  of  quantity.*    But  very 

*  In  the  cure  of  a  secondary  symptom,  under  confine- 
ment. I  have  known  thirty  grains  of  Hydrarg.  used  bjr 
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frequently  more  will  be  required ;  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  lay  down  an  absolute  rule  for  all  cases. 

The  general  doses  employed  in  frictions  are, 
from *Hy dr.  cruel,  gr.  xv.  to  3L  and  upwards, 
about  a  third  part  of  which,  and  not  more* 
may,  perhaps,  by  rubbing  for  half  an  hour, 
get  fairly  into  the  circulation.  I  look  upon 
Hydrarg.  gr.  x.  (Bals.  sulp.  ext.)  to  be  equal 
to  Ung.  Mercur.  fort.  3 i j -  and  so  in  propor- 
tion for  a  larger  dose. 

With  respect  to  Hi/drarg.  calcinate  calo- 
mel, solid.  Hydrarg.  muriat.  and  some  other 
chemical  preparations  of  the  mineral  ;  as  they 
vary  greatly  in  point  of  strength,  so  are  they 
very  variable  in  their  effects.  The  quantity 
necessary  for  a  cure  must  of  course  be  exceed- 
ingly different  in  them  all.  I  shall  therefore 
only  observe,  that  the  precise  quantity  of  each 

friction,  when  the  effects  on  the  mouth  have  been  violent, 
cure  within  a  short  time — and  on  the  other  hand,  I  have 
observed  a  secondary  symptom  of  the  same  kind,  withstand 
the  effects  of  the  medicine,  and  not  yield  to  it,  under  five 
weeks,  though  considerably  more  than  eight  ounces  have  been 
employed  in  the  fairest  manner. — As  a  general  rule,  per- 
haps tlie  quantity  of  Hydrarg.  for  a  primary  symptom  should 
be  never  less" than  gi.,  nor  less  than  31J .  for  a  secondary  one: 
when  (as  I  said  before)  the  violence  of  its  operation  does  not 
supply  the  place  of  quantity. 
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preparation  is  ascertainable  by  due  attention  to 
its  strength  and  effects  on  the  mouth,  habit, 
and  disease.  As  these  effects  appear  under 
confinement,  or  in  the  alterative  method  of 
using  mercury,  in  both  which  there  is  a  very 
remarkable  difference  in  the  aggregate  quantity 
necessary  for  a  cure,  as  has  been  already  very 
fully  shewn.  Perhaps  the  best  of  them  is  the 
Hydrarg.  calcin.  And  this  medicine  I  am  con- 
vinced may  be  safely  given  for  a  continuance 
jn  a  larger  dose  than  has  been  customary.  I 
have  exhibited  it  to  the  quantity  of  gr.  ij.  node 
maneque,  by  a  gradual  increase  from:  the  first 
dose,  and  with  great  effect;  and  in  those  whose 
bowels  are  not  easily  ruffled,  it  may  perhaps  be 
given  in  still  larger  closes. 

Early  Chancre  not  very  irritable,  aphthous — 
date  from  the  time  of  receiving  infection,  within 
threeweehs:  vide  vol.  i.  p.  23.*  The  cure  conducted 
under  confinement  by  frictions — the  effects  to 
be  produced — fcetor  of  the  breath,  slight  affec- 
tion of  the  mouth,  with  or  without  mercurial 

*  I  call  this  species  of  chancre  aphthous — but  it  may 
■with  more  propriety,  be  compared  to  a  small  spot,  or  portion 
of  rusty  bacon. 
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griping,  or  much  increase  of  the  salivary  secre- 
tion towards  the  close  of  the  course,  and  prin- 
cipally by  the  latter  doses  of  the  medicine. — 
Every  friction,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
the  course,  must  be  fairly  performed  for  the 
space  of  half  an  hour,  by  the  patient  himself, 
with  his  naked  hands.  The  dose  originally  be- 
gun with  may,  after  a  little  time,  be  doubled, 
trebled,  or  quadrupled,  as  circumstances  may 
■direct ;  and,  even  at  that  increase,  continued 
for  the  necessary,  but  indefinable  period.  At 
the  close  of  which  (as  has  been  already  said) 
the  above  effects,  which  mark  in  a  slight  man- 
ner the  decisive  operation  of  the  medicine, 
should  be  produced,  and  they  will,  when  raised 
by  the  proper  quantity  of  mercury,  shew  a 
notable  influence  on  the  disease.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  chancre,  after  spreading  a  little, 
will  alter:  its  callous  edges  and  base  will  soften, 
it  will  grow  clean,  and  become  a  healing  sore. 
In  some  cases  these  effects  happen  after  using 
the  remedy  for  eight  or  ten  days,  even  before 
the  mouth  becomes  affected  ;  but  most  fre- 
quently not  till  a  few  days  later,  when  the 
mouth  and  system  are  evidently  touched  by  the 
general  operation  of  the  medicine,  at  which 
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time  the  venereal  ulceration  heals  almost  im- 
mediately. But  if  it  should  not,  the  accumula- 
tion must  be  increased  till  that  event  takes  place 
fully.  The  sore  should  be  not  only  healed,  but 
perfectly  cicatrized  without  the  smallest  remain- 
ing hardness,  and  it  may  frequently  be  necessary 
to  continue  the  medicine  for  two  or  three  days 
longer.  The  disease  is  now  only  in  its  infancy, 
so  that  the  effects  of  the  medicine  need  not  be 
at  all  violent,  and  they  are  so  certain  in  their 
operation,  that  they  entirely  supersede  the  use 
of  all  topics,  water  and  dry  lint  only  excepted. 
And  as  the  local  irritation  is  in  this  stage  of 
chancre  too  trifling  to  require  attention,  there 
can  be  no  necessity  for  any  other  applica- 
tion. 

When  the  sore  has  been  thus  perfectly  healed 
by  the  general  operation  of  the  medicine  alone, 
the  parts  must  be  kept  clean,  by  washing  them 
for  a  few  days  with  soap  and  water. 

If  it  be  considered,  that  this- symptom,  slight 
as  it  seems,  is  the  principal  origin  of  all  that  train 
of  consequences,  which  have  been  described  un- 
der the  head  of  secondary  symptoms,  it  will 
iiot,  I  hope,  be  deemed  a .  waste,  of  time  if  I 
urge,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  a  due  degree 
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of  attention  to  the  quantity  of  mercury  intro- 
duced, and  to  its  effects  on  the  mouth,  system, 
and  disease.  I  leave  the  quantity  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  judgment  of  the  practitioner; 
and  shall  only  say,  that  from  the  most  accurate 
observations  I  have  been  able  to  make,  from  a 
great  number  of  cases,  it  does  not  appear  to 
me,  that  more  than  half  what  is  generally  ne- 
cessary in  a  primary  symptom  of  a  much  older 
date,  or  in  a  secondary  one,  is  necessary  in  this 
stage  of  the  disease,  provided  the  general  effects 
be  fair  and  unequivocal. 

I  have  hitherto  supposed  the  medicine  em- 
ployed under  confinement,  which  ,1  am  con- 
vinced, from  numberless  instances,  is  the  most 
easy  method,  both  for  the  patient  and  practi- 
tioner, when  it  can  be  complied  with.  But 
when  this  cannot  be  submitted  to,  either  from' 
the  particular  situation  of  the  patient,  his  pre- 
judices, or  idiosyncrasy,  an  alterative  method 
must  be  followed ;  and  here  the  aggregate 
quantity  of  the  medicine  must  be  considerably 
increased,  and  the  time  of  cure  prolonged.  It 
is  however  in  general  perfectly  safe. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  it,  care 
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should  be  taken,  that  the  connexion  between 
the  several  doses  should  be  preserved,  if  pos- 
sible, entire,  and  without  the  intermission  of  a 
single  day,  till  a  considerable  accumulation  is, 
made.  We  will  suppose,  that  not  less  thai> 
JJi/drarg.  cruel  Jss.  has  been  fairly  used.  The 
effects  of  the  medicine  should  now  be  closely 
attended  to  ;  if  the  mouth  is  not  affected,  and 
the  sore  either  at  a  stand,  or  but  just  begins 
ning  to  look  well,  it  will  be  evident,  that  th§ 
present  quantity  is  insufficient  for  a  cure. 
The  accumulation  must  therefore  be  increased, 
and  the  usual  dose  doubled,  or  otherwise  en- 
larged ;  and  each  dose  will  operate  more  power- 
fully if  used  at  short  intervals.  When  the 
violence  of  the  effects  does  not  call  for  a  dimi- 
nution, or  discontinuance  of  the  usual  dose, 
the  process  should  always  be  carried  on  from  a 
quantity  comparatively  small,  to  a  much  larger. 
If  this  order  is  inverted,  that  is,  if  after  em- 
ploying a  full  dose,  the  practitioner  either  neg-  * 
Jigently,  or  without  necessity,  has  recourse  to 
a  small  one,  or  goes  from  a  strong  preparation 
to  a  weak  one,  the  course  is  immediately 
checked,  and  the  effects  to  be  expected  from 
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it,  weakened.  With  these  precautions  the 
medicine  is  to  be  urged  till  the  sore  heals, 
smoothly,  perfectly,  and  without  the  smallest 
remaining  hardness.  In  a  case  so  recent,  as 
that  now  supposed,  by  the  fair  introduction  of 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  mercury,  even  though 
the  effects  on  the  mouth  and  habit  should  be 
so  slight  as  to  be  scarcely  perccivahle,  a  cure 
will  frequently  follow,  and  that,  when  such 
quantity  is  by  no  means  large,  though  always 
considerably  larger,  than  in  the  method  under 
confinement. 

But  it  sometimes  happens,  even  in  this  early 
state  of  the  disease,  that  the  mouth  and  system 
must  be  more  evidently  affected  before  the  sore 
will  heal,  or  shew  the  smallest  tendency  towards 
healing.  Tenderness  of  the  gumS,  foetorofthe 
breath,  disposition  to  increased  secretion  of  the 
saliva,  languor,  prostration  of  strength,  sudden 
emaciation,  sometimes  with,  sometimes  with- 
out a  dysenteric  kind  of  affection  of  the  bowels, 
arising  after  a  preceding  costiveness,  are  the 
leading  external  marks  denoting  the  decisive 
internal  changes,  which  are  at  such  time  going 
Qii  in  the  system,  and  as  they  are  all  synchro- 
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nous  with  these  changes,  they  also  are  decisive-, 
and  as  such,  when  a  less  powerful  operation 
from  the  medicine  has  been  tried  and  failed, 
may  be  considered  as  the  precise  point  to  which 
we  may  safely  go.  And  it  is  very  seldom  that 
we  need  go  beyond  this  point,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  we  never  ought  to  do  it  immediately, 
that  is,  without  waiting  the  effect  of  these 
phenomena.  If  greater  effects  are  to  be  pro- 
duced, or  a  continuance  of  mercury  be  neces- 
sary, the  course,'  though  originally  alterative^ 
will  most  safely  be  finished,  under  a  few  days 
confinement. 

Having  thus  in  the  first  place  secured  a  fair 
accumulation  of  the  medicine,  and  then  pro- 
duced the  natural  effects  from  that  accumula- 
tion towards  the  close  of  the  course,  whilst  the 
system  is  loaded,  we  must  wait  the  result.  In 
some  cases  the  sore  immediately  heals  upon  the 
coming  on  of  these  symptoms  :  when  I  say  im- 
mediately,  I  mean  in  the  short  period  of  a 
night's  time.  But  in  others  it  may  be  three, 
four,  or  more  .days  ;  for  which  time  it  will  be 
right  to  trust  to  the  present  effects  of  the  me- 
dicine, without  attending  to  lessen  or  increase 
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them,  unless  the  flag  or  become  violent. 
Irritation  will  sometimes  prevent  a  chancre 
from  healing  perfectly,  even  when  the  quan- 
tity of  mercury  has  been  a  full  one,  and  all  the 
above  effects  in  clue  degree;  under  that  cir- 
cumstance, after  waiting  for  the  operation  of 
those  effects  on  the  sore  for  three  or  more  days. 
Hydrarg.  nitrat.  rub.  mixed  with  white  cerate, 
may  be  employed  dysenterically. 

For  the  few  days,  during  which  the  medi- 
cine is  producing  its  decisive  effects,  irregulari- 
ties on  the  side  of  the  patient  should  be  care- 
fully guarded  against,  exposure  to  night-air 
and  to  cold  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possi- 
ble ;  and  if  the  bowels  should  be  dysenteri- 
cally affected,  this  symptom  must  be  attended  to. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  but,  as  far  as  my  obser- 
vations have  gone,  I  have  constantly  found  it 
true,  that  an  affection  of  the  bowels,  with 
griping  and  tenesmus  from  mercury,  unlike 
every  other  dysenteric  kind  of  affection,  should 
never  be  treated  by  any  kind  of  purgative,  not 
even  the  most  gentle.  This  should  be  particu- 
larly noted,  for  I  have  -seen  very  great  incon- 
venience arise  from  a  non-attention  to  it.  in 
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more  than  two  hundred  cases  I  have  known 
this  symptom,  and  that  restlessness  which  often 
accompanies  the  short  .period,  during  which 
•the  medicine  is  rapidly  producing  its  decisive 
•effects,  relieved  immediately,  as  by  a  charm, 
solely  by  quieting  the  general  and  local  irritation 
■with  a  warm  opiate.  Confect.  opiat.  gr.  xx.  will 
generally  answer  this  purpose  effectually.  But 
if  a  single  dose  should  be  insufficient,  or  pro- 
duce only  a  temporary  relief,  it  may  be  repeated 
^very  eight  hours,  or  night  and  morning.  It 
will  add  to  the  efficacy  of  the  medicine,  if  the 
patient  will  keep  himself  warm,  and  compose 
himself  on  the  bed  for  a  few  hours.    Costive - 
ness,  with  some  slight  increase  of  the  tender- 
•ness  of  the  gums,  and  disposition  to  an  increased 
-secretion  of  saliva,  come  on  in  consequence  of 
this  treatment ;  the  patient  finds  himself  greatly 
Refreshed,  and  in  a  short  time  the  whole  of  the 
-effects  subside.    And,  generally,  from  the  mo- 
ment irritation  is  quieted  by  the  above  means, 
the  further  use  of  mercury  becomes  unneces- 
sary. 

Some  persons  may  perhaps  think  me  prema- 
ture, in  applying  the  decisive  effects  of  the  me-, 
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dicine  thus  early  in  the  case  of  a  recent  chancre. 
They  certainly  are  not  always  necessary  in  this 
stage  of  the  symptom  ;  a  fair  accumulation  of 
the  medicine,  with  a  very  slight  affection  of  the 
mouth,  without  tlie  dysenteric  effect,  being 
sometimes  sufficient  to  heal  the  sore  perfectly, 
and  without  danger  from  future  consequences. 
In  the  method  under  confinement  just  given, 
I  must  beg  to  be  understood  with  the  same 
limitation.     But  instances  do  now  and  then 
occur  in  both  courses,  even  in  this  stage  of 
the  disease,   in  which  they  must  be  produ- 
ced. 

In  the  habit,  not  naturally  disposed  to  an 
•affection  of  the  mouth,  the  preceding  costire- 
ness,  the  slight  fcetor  of  the  breath,  the  sudden 
emaciation,  languor,  and  prostration  of  strength, 
&c.  coming  on  after  a  considerable  accumula- 
tion has  been  made,  seem  equally  decisive,  with 
the  more  evident  effects  of  the  medicine 
joist  pointed  out,  and  as  such  may  be  relied 
upon. 

The  above  method  under  confinement  to  ef- 
fect a  cure,  takes  up  from  fourteen  to  twenty- 
one,  or  more  days.    The  alterative,  four,  five* 
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six  weeks,  and  when  the  medicine  operate* 
with  some  degree  of  sluggishness,  the  time 
of  cure  may  be  two  months,  or  longer. 
-  I  cannot  pass  over  this  early  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease, without  expressing  an  ardent  wish  that 
surgeons  would  endeavour  to  persuade  their 
patients  to  submit  to  the  use  of  mercury,  under 
confinement,  as  soon  as  possible,  upon  dis- 
covering the  disease — the  exclusion  from  ex- 
ternal air,  the  warm  room,  and  the  same  treat- 
ment, whilst  they  are  introducing  the  medicine; 
give  it  the  fairest  opportunity  qf  having,  for  the 
time,  be  it  longer  or  shorter,  the  fullest  effect. 
And  if  it  were  more  generally  the  practice,  I 
am  convinced,  from  long  experience,  that  we 
should  meet  with  but  few  secondary  symptoms. 
So  simple  and  so  easy  is  the  proper  treatment  of 
an  early  chancre,  by  which  every  other  disagree- 
ifole  consequence  of  the  disease  may  be  ob- 
viated ! 

I  hope  it  will  never  be  forgotten,  that  Lues' 
Venerea  may  be  cured,  even  in  the  worst  stages 
.of  the  disease,  but  with  much  less  difficulty  at 
this  early  period. 

The  same  species  of  chancre  when  more  ad- 
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danced, ;  the  date  from  infection  from  three  to 
six  weeks,  but  still  ivithout  inflammation  or  in- 
creased secretion  of  sebaceous  matter.  (Vide  vol.i. 
pp.  2Q,  30.)  The  cure  of  this  stage  will  be  best 
performed  under  confinement,  because  the  dis- 
ease is  at  this  period  making  hasty  strides 
towards  the  natural  time  of  an  eruption  :  and 
if  the  medicine  is  not  introduced,  so  as  to  anti- 
cipate this  last  symptom,  the  disease  will  be 
vastly  more  difficult  of  cure  afterwards.  In  an 
alterative  course,  it  frequently  happens,  that 
though  the  power  of  the  medicine  seems  to 
keep  off  the  eruption,  yet  the  chancre  remains 
at  a  stand,  without  healing.  If  a  topic  is  used 
to  promote  the  healing,  and  no  further  effects 
are  produced  from  the  specific,  though  it  be 
still  continued  in  considerable  quantity,  either 
an  eruption,  a  sore  throat,  or  some  other  se- 
condary symptom  will  probably  follow.  It  is, 
therefore,  clear,  that  the  great  thing  wanting, 
in  the  alterative  course,  is  a  due  degree  of  force 
in  the  decisive  effects  of  the  remedy.  Be- 
sides, from  the  constant  irritation  the  part 
suffers  by  exercise,  as  well  as  from  the  slow 
effects  of  the  medicine,  this  course  dogs. 
VOL.  XI,  C 
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not    always  prevent  the   spreading   of  the 
sore.    And  this  is  another  argument  in  fa- 
vour of  confinement,  and  that  very  necessary 
degree  of  quietude,  which  is  the  certain  conse- 
quence of  it.    For  these  reasons,  in  the  stage 
of  chancre  now  under  consideration,  confine- 
ment is  always  preferable  to  an  alterative  course, 
when  it  can  be  used  with  propriety.    And  if 
that  is  the  method  pursued,  even  though  the 
sore  be  of  several  weeks  standing,  and  the  dis- 
ease going  on  quickly  towards  an  eruption, 
yet,  as  the  medicine  will  operate  fully,  and 
under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  the 
chancre  seldom  spreads  much,  or  becomes  highly 
irritable  :   after  enlarging  a  little,  it  gets  clean, 
and  at  length  heals  without  any  supervening 
affection  of  the  sebaceous  glands.     Water,  • 
even  in  this  case,  is  the  best  wash,  and  a  small 
piece  of  soft  fine  lint,  the  best  topic.  But, 
if  it  should  so  happen,  that  more  than  that 
should,  from   the  largeness   and  irritability 
of  the  sore,  become  necessary,  Hydrarg.  nitr. 
ruh.  opt.  Icevlg.  gr.  xx.  cum.  cerat.  alb.  §j.  will 
make  the  discharge  less  acrimonious,  by  thick- 
ening it ;  and  the  sore  Jess  irritable,  without 
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healing  it  too  soon.  If  the  aggregate  quantity 
of  the  specific  is,  what  it  ought  to  be,  a  full 
one,  and  used  under  confinement,  it  may  not 
always  be  necessary  to  urge  it  till  it  produces 
a  dysenteric  affection.  It  is,  however,  in  ge- 
neral, much  safer  to  produce  all  the  decisive 
effects  of  the  medicine. 

Alterative  method.  The  application  of  this  kind 
of  course  is  nearly  the  same  in  this  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding stage  of  chancre.  The  two  stages  only  dif- 
fer in  date,  and  in  the  degree  of  virulence.  And, 
therefore,  the  reason  there  given  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  most  unequivocal  decisive  effects  of 
the  medicine  will  apply,  more  properly,  to  this 
stage  than  to  that.  And  I  hold  it  to  be  of  excel- 
lent use  when  it  can  be  done,  to  enjoin  confine- 
ment for  a  few  days  towards  the  close  of  the  course, 
that  these  effects  may  be  fairly  raised ;  and  that 
no  injury  may  arise  from  exposure  to  inclement 
weather,  irregularities,  &c.  for  this  is  the  time,  at 
which  these  circumstances  may  be  more  particu- 
larly dangerous.  Every  one  sees  the  impropriety 
of  a  person,  whilst  under  a  course  of  mercury  un- 
der confinement,  exposing  himself  to  these  in- 
conveniencies  j  and  yet  nothing  is  more  com- 

c  2 
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tnon  than  to  neglect  this  kind  of  care  at  this 
period  of  an  alterative  course.    It  may  be  said, 
that  habit  and  the  gradual  exposure  to  air,  &c. 
during  a  cure  by  this  method,  fortify  the  con- 
stitution sufficiently  against  the  danger.  During 
the  former  part  of  the  course,  and  to  the  time 
at  which  the  decisive  effects  are  beginning  to 
take  place,  this  mode  of  reasoning  may  per- 
haps apply.    But  two  reasons  may  be  given, 
why,  at  this  particular  period,  it  is  certainly 
inapplicable.    In  the  first  place,  the  inconve- 
niencies  I  have  mentioned  will  disturb  the  natu- 
ral operation  of  the  medicine. — In  the  next, 
every  constitution  appears  to  be  infinitely  more 
susceptible  of  the  bad  effects  of  cold  air,  &c. 
at  this,  than  at  any  other  period  of  the  course, 
"because  the  whole  system  is  at  such  time  in  a 
weak  and  languid  state,  with  every  pore  and 
every  secretion  open.    In  this  stage  of  chancre, 
it  is  frequently  necessary  to  urge  the  medicine 
in  this  kind  of  course,  till  it  causes,  not  only 
the  other  considerable  effects  of  mercury,  but 
the  dysenteric  affection.    When  these  circum- 
stances are  disregarded,  the  tedious  period  of 
two,  or  perhaps  more  months,  must  be  waited 
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for,  and  even  with  that  clog,  the  same  suite  of 
effects  will  be  often  required  before  the  cure  can 
be  completed. 

Chancre  of  nearly  the  same  date  with  tlx  pre* 
ceding  ;  but  with  considerable  irritability,  in- 
creased secretion  from  tfue  sebaceous  glands  of  the 
part,  and  disposition  to  phymosis. 

The  same  general  means  of  relief  are  appli- 
cable in  this,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  and 
the  proposition  must  be  taken  in  its  fullest 
extent.    As  to  topics,  if  they  can  be  avoided, 
bo  much  the  better.    By  attending,  from  time 
to  time,  to  the  state  of  the  sore,  the  practice 
may  be  regulated  as  to  the  quantity  of  the 
medicine  necessary,  and  as  to  its  effects  and 
operation  on  the  disease.    But,  if  the  part  is 
kept  in  motion  by  exercise,  or  otherwise  irri- 
tated, that  natural  tendency  which  a  late  chan- 
cre always  has  to  spread  will  be  considerably 
increased  :  and  the  system  being  at  the  same 
time  stimulated  by  the  medicine,  aphymosis  may 
probably  come  on.    To  obviate  this  the  part 
should  be  kept  carefully  clean,  irritation  should 
be  quieted  by  opium,  after  having  lowered  the 
impetus  of  the  circulation  by  evacuants,  and 
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motion  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possi- 
ble ;  having  so  done,  the  weak  mercurial  ce- 
rate, above  recommended,  may  be  tried.  If 
it  simply  thickens  the  discharge,  without  in- 
creasing the  irritability  of  the  parts,  it  may- 
be continued.  But  if  it  irritates  too  much, 
or  the  present  subsisting  irritation  is  very 
great,  a  lotion  ex  calomel,  et  aq.  rosar.  may  be 
substituted.  If  this  should  not  agree,  a  very 
weak  solution  of  the  lotio  antiseptic,  of  Saint 
Bartholomew's  hospital  may  be  had  recourse 
to.  The  latter  is  a  very  powerful  sedative, 
but  it  is  also  an  astringent,  and  as  such  apt 
to  leave  a  hardness  on  the  part.  For  which 
reason  the  mercurial  is  preferable.  But  as  has 
been  said  before,  avoid  every  active  topic,  and 
depend  as  much  as  possible  upon  syringing  with 
tepid  water,  and  keeping  the  parts  clean. 

It  would  be  fortunate  for  the  credit  of  the 
alterative  method,  if  this  plan,  or  indeed  any 
other  similar  one,  was  generally  effectual  in 
obviating  phymosis. 

In  this  state  of  the  disease,  the  most  trifling 
irritation  on  the  part  from  exercise,  riding  or 
intemperance,  will  frequently  render  these, 


of  particular  Symptoms.  23 

(and  I  firmly  believe  every  other  means  con- 
ducted under  the  prevalent  idea  of  an  altera- 
tive course,  particularly  where  a  natural  ten- 
dency to  phymosis  prevails,)  abortive.  Rest, 
absolute  unequivocal  rest,  with  every  collateral 
assistance  that  can  possibly  be  had,  from  quiet- 
ing the  local  and  general  irritation,  must  be 
joined  to  the  immediate,  and  most  decisive 
effects  from  the  remedy.  If  this  is  not  done, 
the  disease  will  either  continue  to  make  its  ra- 
vages without  a  sufficient  check,  or,  if  the 
applications  used  locally,  act  powerfully,  other 
symptoms,  and  in  particular  those  of  the  se* 
condary  kind,  will  come  on;  and  the  part* 
quieted  will  continue  in  an  unnatural,  callous, 
diseased  state.  To  prevent  these  disagreeable 
circumstances,  rest  must  be  procured  by  keep- 
ing the  parts  from  motion  under  strict  con- 
finement; other  means  for  quieting  irritation 
must  be  also  used,  and  the  operation  of  the 
remedy  should  be  complete  in  all  its  parts, 
and  urged  to  the  production  of  every  essential 
requisite. 

If  the  favourable  time  for  obviating  phy- 
mosis is  neglected,  or  if  the  means  employ- 
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ed  to  prevent  this  symptom  fail  of  produc- 
ing the  desired  effect,  then,  to  the  methods 
recommended  above,  there  must  be  joined  a 
more  particular  local  treatment;  for,  on  the 
latter,  much  will  depend.  The  prepuce  has, 
we  will  suppose,  inflamed  throughout,  and 
no  longer  suffers  the  glans  to  be  denuded  ; 
the  discharge  from  the  chancre,  which  is 
now  highly  irritable,  from  the  contraction  of 
the  orifice  of  the  prepuce  lodges;  there  is 
an  excoriation  of  the  sebaceous  glands  on 
the  surface  of  the  balanus,  and  from  the 
prepuce  being  internally  in  the  same  state,  a 
thin,  and  very  acrimonious  secretion  takes 
place,  which  adds  very  considerably  to  the 
irritation.  The  discharge  from  confinement, 
becomes  every  moment  more  and  more  stimu- 
lating ;  and  unless  the  progress  of  the  symp- 
toms be  checked,  the  prepuce  will  probably 
slough,  and  the  glans,  after  suffering  from 
the  spreading  of  the  chancres,  makes  its 
way  through  the  aperture  formed  by  this 
sloughing. 

It  sometimes  is,  sometimes  is  not  practicable 
to  prevent  this  train  of  symptoms — when  the 
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prepuce  will  no  longer  suffer  the  glans  to 
be  denuded,  and  the  parts  are  not  yet  in  so 
highly  irritable  a  state,  as  to  be  too  tender 
to  bear  the  use  of  frequent  injections  of  warm 
water  and  other  fluids  between  the  glans  and 
prepuce,  Inject,  ex  calomel,  vel  mercur.  pana- 
cea alb.  cum  vel  sine  mucilag.  gum  Arab,  or 
Lotio  antisept.  diluted,'  may  be  employed. 
Opium  must  be  used,  guarding  the  patient  at 
the  same  time  from  costiveness,  and  the  spe- 
cific introduced  boldly,  and  in  full  doses.  In 
some  cases  the  impetus  of  the  circulation 
must  be  previously  lowered.  These  means,  if 
used  sufficiently  early,  will  probably  save  the 
prepuce,  and  prevent  much  injury  to  the  glans. 
But,  as  I  have  elsewhere  hinted,  under  circum- 
stances like  these,  salivation  (taking  the  term 
in  its  eommon  acceptation)  is  frequently  a 
subordinate  consideration,  and  must,  at  all 
events,  be  risqued.  For  it  may  happen,  that 
nothing  but  the  coming  on  of  a  painful  af- 
fection of  the  mouth  will  put  a  stop  to  the 
rapid  progress  of  irritation  on  the  glans  and 
prepuce.  The  affection  of  the  mouth  seems, 
in  this  case,  to  act  in  a  twofold  way,  by  cor- 
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recting  the  virulence  of  the  disease,  on  which 
the  local  irritation  of  the  chancre  depends; 
and  by  the  revulsion  which  a  new  irritation, 
raised  in  a  different  part  of  the  system,  makes 
from  the  original  one. 

If  the  prepuce  sloughs,  the  parts  should  be 
kept  clean,  by  washing  them  with  warm  water, 
and  with  one  or  other  of  the  above  mercu- 
rial lotions,  and  afterwards  dressed,  Cerat. 
Hydrarg.  nilrat.  rub.  If,  during  the  separa- 
tion of  the  parts,  a  considerable  haemorrhage 
should  ensue,  it  may  be  checked  by  astringent 
sedatives  locally ;  and  the  cortex  given  inter- 
nally ;  but  a  slight  bleeding  will  be  salutary, 
and  help  to  take  off  distention.  During  the 
inflammatory  stage  of  a  phymosis  I  would  rely 
on  opium,  and  the  above  means,  rather  than 
the  cortex ;  but  when  the  parts,  from  irritation 
or  over-distention,  have  actually  sloughed,  the 
latter  may  be  given  in  full  doses.  The  sores, 
those  I  mean  which  are  unavoidably  the  conse- 
quence of  the  sloughing,  as  well  as  the  ori- 
ginal chancres,  are  venereal,  and,  as  such, 
require  both  a  general  and  a  local  application  of 
mercury.    As  an  immediate  dressing,  a  poul- 
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tice  of  boiled  carrots,  or  of  farina  lini,  will 
be  found  a  very  useful  one,,  more  especially 
if  the  parts  ulcerated  are  at  every  dressing 
washed  with  one  or  other  of  the  above- men- 
tioned mercurial  lotions.* 

The  irritable,  livid,  spreading,  moist  kind  of 
chancre. 

What  there  may  be  in  this  species  of  chancre 
to  render  it  so  peculiarly  different  from  the  other 
is  difficult  to  say. 

With  respect  to  topics,  which  its  great  irri- 
tability, and  the  uncommon  acrimony  of  the 
discharge  seem  to  require,  they  are,  for  the 
most  part,  indispensably  necessary.  But  if 
that  happy  medium  can  be  found,  of  quieting 
the  local  irritation,  whether  it  be  done  by 
opium,  or  other  means,  without  the  applica- 
tion, from  its  astringency,  specific  or  se- 
dative power  healing  the  sore  prematurely, 
a  very  great  point  will  be  gained.  With  re- 
gard to  the  general  operation  of  the  medicine, 

*  Or  the  sores  may  be  dressed  with  lint,  moistened  with 
these  lotions,  and  the  part  afterwards  covered  with  a  pledgot 
of  cerate. 
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the  quantity  should  be  a  fufi  one,  ana*  as  great 
as  in  the  more  advanced  state  of  an  aphthous 
chancre  ;  and  its  effects  should  be  in  every  par- 
ticular complete.    From  the  uncommon  rapi- 
dity and  virulence  of  this  symptom  this  con- 
duct appears  to  me  necessary,  even  when  no 
topic  has  been  employed.    But  when  sedatives 
have  been  used,  itbecomes  infinitely  more  worthy 
of  attention.    And,  in  this  case,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  nothing  short  of  a  large  accumu- 
lation under  strict  confinement,  and  of  the 
unequivocal  production  of  the  decisive  external 
as  well  as  internal  general  effects  from  mercury, 
will  cure.    A  large  accumulation,  with/  only  a 
slight  affection  of  the  mouth,  without  dysenteric 
affection,  even  under  six  weeks  confinement,  I 
know,  in  one  case,  did  not  cure:  the  sore, 
indeed,  healed,  but  an  ulceration  of  one  of 
the  tonsils  came  on  two  .months  afterwards ; 
and  this  happened,  though  the  topic  employ- 
ed was  nothing  more  than  the  cerat.  rub. 
mercur.  and  so  slightly  impregnated  with  mer- 
cury, that  it  seemed  to  act  in  a  very  gradual 
mariner,  and  more  as  a  digestive  than  as  a 
sedative. 
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It  is  sometimes  absolutely  necessary  to  em- 
ploy Lotio  ex  calomel,*  &c.  merely  to  diminish 
the  great  irritability  of  the  sore,  and  prevent 
phymosis,  and  mortification  of  the  prepuce 
and  glans;  but  whenever  this  is  done,  I  am 
of  opinion^that  the  general  effects  of  the  'me- 
dicine should  not  only  be  such  as  I  have  just 
described,  but  that,  in  the  attempt  to  bring 
on  the  decisive  internal  effects  of  mercury, 
even  salivation  may,  (after  a  sufficient  accu- 
mulation of  the  medicine),  with  propriety  be 
risqued.  To  speak  the  truth,  relapses  would 
probably  be  less  frequent  than  they  are,  if  the 
operation  of  the  remedy  was,  generally,  car- 
ried not  only  to  the  point  of  salivation,  but 
continued  under  it  for  a  sufficient  time.  The 
most  proper  time  in  every  mercurial  course  for 
the  employment  of  a  powerful  topic  to  chan- 
cre seems  to  be  only  during  the  three  or  four 
days  at  the  close  of  the  course,  when  the  me- 

*  I  cannot  here  avoid  making  a  remark,  which  is  I  believe 
of  some  importance;  a  syringe  which  has  been  used  during  the 
infectious  spreading  state  of  a  chancre,  should  be  exchanged 
for  a  new  one,  so  soon  as  the  sores  put  on  a  kindly  appear- 
ance from  the  action  of  mercury. 
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dicine  is  quickly  producing  its  antivenereal 
effects.  In  every  ca«e  where  this  period  can 
with  safety  be  waited  for,  it  should,  perhaps, 
be  done.  But  when,  from  the  havock  likely 
to  ensue  immediately,  in  consequence  of  the 
irritable  state  of  a  chancre,  or  chancrous  exco- 
riation (as  a  less  evil  must  ever  give  way  to  a 
greater)  the  use  of  sedatives  is  warrantable. 
But  whenever  they  are  used,  the  operation  of 
the  specific  should  be  in  every  respect  perfect, 
for  its  partial  effects  are  not  to  be  depended 
upon ;  and  it  has  appeared  to  me  a  point  of 
Ihe  utmost  consequence,  to  confine  the  use 
.of  topics,  whenever  it  can  be  done,  to  the 
period  above-mentioned,  that  the  effects  of 
the  application,  and  the  general  operation  of 
the  specific  may  take  place  nearly  at  the 
same  time,  which  should  be  on  the  second, 
third,  or  fourth  day  from  the  commencement  of 
the  decisive,  general  effects  of  the  medicine, 
and  if  possible,  not  before. 

Cure  of  Bubo.  The  management  of  this 
symptom  must  be  regulated  by  its  different 
states.  In  its  most  early  stage  the  induration 
is  trifling,  barely  tender  to  the  touch,  and  the 
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inflammation  only  beginning.  In  the  second, 
both  the  tenderness  and  induration  are  consider- 
ably increased,  and  the  inflammation  proceed- 
ing fast  to  the  third  stage,  or  that  of  suppura- 
tion. In  the  fourth,  an  opening  having  been 
made,  either  by  art  or  nature,  the  matter 
is  thereby  dischargeAnaod  there  remains  an 
external  sore,  with disced  vuide,  or  ca- 
vity. 7  ~y\  j^j 

In  the  first  of  these  States),  by  leaving  the 
original  symptom  (the  j^Jancre)  under  that 
discharge  which  naturally  belongs  to  it,  and 
interposing  a  cooling  ourgqtw^  now  and  then, 
during  the  introduction  of  mercury,  a  part  of 
which  may  be  rubbed  in  .below  the  diseased 
gland,  it  may  very  frequently  be  prevented  from 
increasing.  And  as  the  medicine  operates  on 
the  chancre,  so  will  it  act  on  the  induration — 
violent  exercise,  drinking,  and  whatever  tends 
to  increase  the  circulation,  should  be  avoided, 
and  in  some  cases  an  antiphlogistic  regimen  en- 
joined. The  cure  may  be  conducted  either  in 
the  alterative  method,  or  under  confinement ; 
the  latter  is  generally  preferable,  because  local 
irritation  can  be  sufficiently  guarded  against ; 
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and  because  the  medicine,  by  producing  its  ef- 
fects within  a  short  space  of  time,  will,  pro- 
bably with  more  certainty,  anticipate  suppura- 
tion in  this  method  than  in  the  alterative.  If 
the  habit  will  bear  Calomel.  Hydrarg.  calcin. 
or  the  Sol.  Hydrarg.  muriat.  the  copious  secre- 
tion these  will  produce  from  the  glands  of 
the  intestines,  will  tend  to  unload  the  lym- 
phatic system  universally,  and  make  a  pow- 
erful revulsion  from  . the  inflamed  part,  and  in 
many  cases  very  properly  supply  the  place  of 
frictions  and  antiphlogistic  purgatives.  The 
date  of  the  bubo,  if  that  is  the  only  symptom, 
or  of  the  chancre,  if  it  is  not,  must  regulate  the 
quantity  and  effects  of  the  medicine.  That  in- 
flammation which  attends  the  formation  of  a 
bubo,  may  generally  be  removed  as  certainly  by 
the  decisive  operation  of  mercury,  as  the  spread- 
ing and  irritability  of  a  common  chancre,  pro- 
bably because  the  inflammation  is  immediately 
dependent  on  venereal  infection.  When  a 
lymphatic  gland  has  been  once  indurated, 
and  the  disease  cured  by  the  specific,  it  is 
generally  requisite  to  keep  the  system  cool,  and 
the  belly  open  for  some  time,  to  prevent  a  se- 
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cond  enlargement.  And  this  is  more  particu- 
larly necessary  after  a  cure  has  been  effected  by 
frictions. 

In  the  second  state  of  a  bubo,  the  inflamma- 
tion and  enlargement  of  the  gland  are,  I  will 
suppose,  considerable:  In  this  kind  of  case  it 
is  often  a  question,  whether,  when  all  other 
circumstances  are  equal,  it  is  best  to  use  mer- 
cury under  confinement,  or  in  the  alterative 
Way.  In  favour  of  the  first,  it  may  be  said,  that 
when  the  proper  effects  are  produced,  the  me- 
dicine will  frequently  anticipate  suppuration, 
and  if  it  does  not,  it  will  diminish  the  enlarge- 
ment so  much,  that  the  future  collection  of 
matter  will  rather  deserve  the  name  of  a  boil 
than  a  bubo.  This  is  sometimes  true.  But  it 
more  frequently  happens,  that  after  a  full  and 
fair  introduction  of  the  specific  under  confine- 
ment, the  gland,  though  it  ceases  to  be  inflamed, 
remains  more  or  less  indurated  :  for  some  time 
it  shews  no  tendency  to  suppurate,  but  when, 
after  a  discontinuance  of  the  merlicinej  the  pa- 
tient takes  to  his  former  habits  of  living,  and 
uses  exercise,  then  the  gland  increases,  and  in- 
flames a  second  time,  and  finally  proceeds  to 
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suppuration.    So  that  after  the  usual  length  of 
time  spent  under  confinement,  a  new  course 
must  be  commenced,  and  the  management  of 
a  suppurated  bubo  attended  to.    Besides  this 
accident  in  this  state  of  a  bubo,  there  is  another 
which  sometime  arises  in  the  method  of  cure 
under  confinement.    If  a  sore  mouth  comes  on 
unexpectedly   and   prematurely,   during  the 
cure  of  a  chancre,  the  first  effect  of  the  acci- 
dent is  to  lessen  the  discharge  from  the  sore, 
which  immediately  puts  on  the  appearance  of 
healing ;  this  may  happen  when  the  operation 
of  the  medicine  is  much  too  partial,  and  long 
before  the  disease  is  cured,  and  may  give  rise  to 
a  bubo.    From  every  chancre  there  runs  a  lym- 
phatic vessel  towards  the  nearest  lymphatie 
gland,  which  vessel  is  the  channel  by  which  the 
poison  is  conveyed  from  the  part  infected,  first 
to  this  gland,  and  thence  into  the  system : 
when  the  medicine  operates  fully  and  fairly, 
the  absorbents  act  so  powerfully,  that  the  ve- 
nereal matter  they  are  constantly  taking  up, 
till  the  sore  is  healed,  passes  through  the 
gland,  without  delay,  and  into  the  blood  ;  with 
which  it  is  mixed,  and  ultimately  changed  by 
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the  putrefactive  process  then  going  on  in  the 
system.    But  if,  from  the  too  partial  operation 
of  the  medicine,  the  absorbents  act  too  weakly, 
the  matter  may  be  stopped  in  the  nearest  lym- 
phatic gland  ;  it  there  remains  quiet  for  a  short 
time,  but  at  length  inflammation  comes  on, 
and  the  tumour  suppurates.    I  am  in  some 
doubt  whether  venereal  matter,  thus  deposited 
in  a  lymphatic  gland,  can  be  removed  with 
safety,  without  bringing  that  gland  to  suppura- 
tion.   The  most  decisive  effects  from  mercury 
$nay  do  it,  but  nothing  else  can. 

For  the  above  reasons,  when  a  bubo  is  in 
the  state  I  am  now  supposing,  and  not  too 
much  inflamed,  if  the  spreading  of  the  chancre 
or  its  irritability  do  not  require  absolute  rest; 
or  if  there  is  no  other  particular  circumstance  to 
render  an  alterative  course  improper,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  a  cure  may  be  conducted  under  it. 
Exercise,  the  way  in  which  the  patient  will 
probably  live,  if  he,  does  not  confine  himself, 
and  the  stimulus  of  the  medicine,  which  will  be 
introduced  gradually  and  by  moderate  doses, 
will  co-operate  in  bringing  on  a  gradual  suppu- 
ration, and  a  cure  within  the  usual  period  of 
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an  alterative  course.  But  the  same  thing  may 
be  done  more  safely,  particularly  in  winter,  by 
an  alterative  mode  of  treatment,  under  confine- 
ment. 

When  suppuration  has  taken  place  fully, 
and  the  integuments  are  become  thin,  the  mat- 
ter may  be  discharged  by  a  small  puncture  with 
a  lancet,  or  by  rubbing  the  skin  with  a  piece 
of  good  Lapis  Infernalis  till  it  has  produced  a 
small  escar,  not  larger  than  a  silver  penny.* 
If  the  caustic  is  used,  the  escar  must  be  im- 
mediately divided,  and  the  matter  discharged, 
which  may  be  done  if  the  caustic  acts  properly 
without  the  patient  feeling  the  lancet. 

I  believe  that  the  method  of  leaving  the 
escar  to  slough  out,  without  making  an  early 
division,  has  a  tendency  to  produce  a  re- 
absorption  of  matter  into  the  neighbouring 

*  This  method  of  opening  buboes  I  bad,  many  years  ago, 
from  the  late  Mr.  Spray,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using 
it  ever  since  the  year  1747.  He  frequently  opened  abscesses 
in  the  same  manner,  and  sometimes  destroyed  small  encysted 
and  scirrhous  tumours,  by  rubbing  them  for  a  few  minutes 
with  the  above  caustic. — And  it  was  to  that  gentleman  that  I 
owed  the  hint  of  using  it  to  the  scrotum  and  tunica  vaginalis 
for  the  radical  cure  of  the  hydrocele. 
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lymphatic  glands,  and  to  enlarge  them.  Or, 
the  abscess  may  be  suffered  to  break  of  it- 
self. 

When  an  opening  has  been  once  made  by 
art,  or  nature,  nothing  of  the  irritating  kind 
must  be  applied,  either  to  the  sore  or  its  imme- 
diate vicinity.    There  must  be  no  poking  after 
what  are  called  sinuses,  but  irritation  must  be 
kept  off ;  and  the  best  dressing  will  be  a  soft 
poultice  ex  farina  lint.     Under  this  gentle 
treatment,  if  the  specific  is  at  the  same  time 
introduced  properly  into  the  habit,  the  parts 
which  were  before  in  a  diseased,  indurated,  pain- 
ful state,  will  subside,  they  will  daily  become 
less  tender,  and  the  vuide  or  cavity,  however 
large,  will,  by  degrees,  fill  up,  and  contract 
itself.    That  such  has  been  the  event  from  this 
mode  of  treatment,  I  have  very  frequently  expe- 
rienced; and,  I  apprehend,  that  the  prevention 
of  a  phagedenic  sore,  which  so  often  follows  a 
bubo,  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the 
imallnees  of  the  opening,  and  quantity  of  skin 
preserved  ;   which,  as  it  is  the  most  natural, 
co  is  it,  I  believe,  the  best  defence  against  irri- 
tation, and  the  best  possible  covering  to  the 
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diseased  cavity.  Large  dilatation,  taking  away 
a  considerable  portion  of  skin,  either  by  exci- 
sion or  caustic,  have  ever  appeared  to  me,  not 
only  useless,  but  detrimental,  by  making  the 
sore  highly  irritable,  which,  under  better  and 
more  gentle  treatment,  would  never  be- 
come so. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  best  method  of  treating  suppurating  buboes 
is,  to  leave  them  to  break  of  themselves^— under 
a  soft  application  or  poultice. 

When  the  cavity  is  in  a  manner  obliterated, 
and  healed  up,  there  will  be  sometimes  a  dif- 
ficulty in  uniting  a  small  portion  of  skin  to  the 
surface  immediately  under  it.  If  the  two  sur- 
faces are  irritated  with  a  probe,  so  as  to  cause 
the  effusion  of  a  few  drops  of  blood,  and  as- 
sisted by  pressure,  a  union  may  generally  be 
effected.  This  want  of  union  is  most  likely  to 
happen  when  a  bubo  has  been  suffered  to  break 
of  itself. 

Treatment  of  a  bubo  after  suppuration,  when 
attended  tuith  considerable  irritation.  This 
subject  would,  perhaps,  come  more  properly 
under  the  head  of  secondary  symptoms  than 
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under  this.  But,  as  it  is  generally  the  conse- 
quence of  mismanaging  a  bubo,  after  suppura- 
tion, I  must  consider  it  in  this  place. 

This  state  of  bubo  is  most  likely  to  arise  in 
an  alterative  course,  from  the  constant  irrita- 
tion of  riding.or  walking,  from  the  local  appli- 
cation of  stimulants,  or  from  the  disease  still 
lurking  in  the  habit.  It  may  also  arise  from 
improper  rough  treatment  under  confinement. 
The  effect  of  these  causes  will  be  to  produce  a 
hard,  crude,  painful  sore,  which,  though  it 
may  be  said  to  contract  itself  daily,  and  to  put 
on  somewhat  of  the  natural  appearance  of  a 
healing  sore,  yet  it  either  does  not  heal  at  all, 
or  does  not  shew  a  tendency  to  heal  in  a  kindly 
manner.  A  soft  poultice  is  here  the  best  dress- 
ing. Opium  may  be  given  internally,  and  if 
the  disease  is  not  cured,  frictions  may  be  per- 
formed, both  on  the  opposite  thigh,  and  below 
the  sore  of  that  which  is  affected ;  if  these  have 
been  used  in  the  alterative  way  and  fail,  confine- 
ment, absolute  rest,  either  with  or  without 
more  powerful  effects  from  the  specific,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  direct,  must  be  enjoined,  hav  • 
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ing  always  a  reference  to  the  immediate  produ, 
cing  cause;  namely,  infection. 

Sometimes,  in  consequence  of  venereal  mis- 
chief, the  lymphatic  glands,  after  suppuration 
and  the  discharge  of  the  contents  of  the  abscess, 
remain  in  so  diseased  a  state,  that  they  must 
gradually  subside,  or  melt  down,  before  the  sore 
can  be  brought  into  a  healing  state.  By  avoid- 
ing irritation  of  every  kind,  and  trusting  prin- 
cipally to  the  general  effects  of  the  medicine, 
what  was  diseased  will  by  degrees  digest  off, 
the  cavity  will  contract,  granulate,  and,  at 
length,  heal.  The  melting  down  I  here  mean, 
is  a  kind  of  secondary  supipuration,  which  some- 
times takes  place  in  these  glands,  and  seems 
analogous  to  the  dissolution  of  the  cellular 
membrane  produced  in  an  abscess,  when  that 
membrane  sloughs  :  and  therefore  must  be  dis- 
tinguished from  vvhat  is,  strictly,  speaking,  pha- 
gedenic. It  is  frequently  met  with  after  the 
apertion  of  buboes  in  the  alterative  method, 
when  the  quantity  of  mercury,  and  its  effects 
on  the  system,  have  been  trifling ;  and  it  re- 
quires nothing  but  an  easy  dressing,  rest,  and 
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die  specific  continued  sufficiently  long  to  ef- 
fect a  Gure. 

The  true  phagedenic  bubo  differs  very  much 
from  the  preceding,  and  most  frequently  arises 
in  a  later  infection :  in  which,  besides  a  great 
irritability  of  habit,  acquired  partly  from  disease, 
and  partly  from  the  effects  of  the  remedy  too 
forcibly  urged,  or  too  long  continued,  the  usual 
tenderness  and  irritability  of  the  sore  are  greatly 
increased. 

In  page  68,  Treatise  on  Mercury,  1782,  I 
noted  that,  from  the  effects  of  mercury,  when 
urged  too  far,  besides  a  permanent  degree  of 
weakness,  to  a  very  considerable  degree  of 
general  irritability,  was  often  joined  a  partial 
one.  That  a  phagedenic  appearance  from 
mercury  would  in  consequence  sometimes  arise, 
behind  the  posterior  denies  molares,  which 
appearance  would  spread  towards  the  uvula. 
If,  under  the  same  circumstances  of  irritabili- 
ty, there  should  be  a  venereal  ulceration  on  the 
tonsils,  which,  at  one  period  of  the  course,  had 
looked  well,  that  such  ulceration  also  might 
become  phagedenic.  That  a  venereal  bubo, 
from  the  same  causes,  might  get  into  the  same 
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state,  the  sore  becoming  exquisitely  painful,  and 
highly  irritable,  spreading  from  corner  to  corner 
at  a  great  rate,  eating  away  and  undermining 
the  surrounding  skin  irregularly,  so  as  to  pro- 
duce an  ill-looking  ulceration,  with  ragged, 
callous,  fiery  edges.  It  was  said  that  these 
appearances  were  sometimes  the  mere  effect  of 
mercury,  but  that  they  were  also  producible  by 
the  existence  of  a  latent  venereal  taint,  as  it 
were  roused  up  but  not  eradicated  by  the  stimu- 
lating and  putrefactive  powers  of  the  medicine. 

It  naturally  follows  from  this  account  of  a 
phagedenic  sore,  after  the  opening  of  a  bubo, 
that  the  cure  must  be  twofold — that  in  the 
case  arising  from  the  mere  irritation  of  mer- 
cury, when  it  has  been  urged  too  far,  or 
used  while  the  patient  was  not  in  a  proper  state 
to  receive  it,  the  whole  treatment  must  de- 
pend on  quieting  general  and  local  irritability. 
To  answer  the  first  of  these  intentions,  a 
mild,  bland  diet,  chiefly  consisting  of  such 
substances  as  afford  good  nourishment  with- 
out heating  the  system,  milk,  country  air, 
sarsaparilla,  and,  in  some  particular  cases,  in 
which  the  debility  is  great,  bark,  taken  either 
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in  substance,  decoction,  or  cold  infusion  (as 
circumstances  may  direct)  will  be  proper. 
Rest  must  be  procured  by  opium,  and  it  is 
evident  from  the  late  very  useful  experiments  of 
Mr.  Grant,  that  this  medicine  may  be  given 
in  this  kind  of  case  in  a  much  larger  quantity 
than  has  been  customary.  The  irritability  of 
the  part  may  also  be  quieted  by  the  external 
application  of  a  solution  of  opium  in  water.* 

*  I  have  sometimes  found  the  external  application  of 
opium  of  use  in  painful  sores  of  every  kind,  and  particularly 
in  the  present  case  j  but  if  it  be  considered  that  the  quantity 
of  opium,  absorbed  from  a  sore,  is  not  only  in  proportion  to  the 
strength  of  the  solution  used,  but  to  the  extent  of  surface 
of  that  sore,  to  say  nothing  of  the  disposition  to  absorption, 
which  the  absorbents  of  die  part  may  at  one  time,  perhaps, 
have  more  than  at  another,  it  will  be  evident  diat  not  only  the 
proper  dose  at  each  dressing,  but  the  propriety  of  continuing 
that  dose  for  a  length  of  time,  must  be  a  matter  of  some 
consequence,  requiring  a  very  minute  attention.  The  same 
may  be  said  respecting  the  internal  use  of  this  medicine. 
If  there  is  an  irritability  which  more  particularly  requires  its 
assistance  at  one  time,  or  in  one  disease  more  than  in  an- 
other, there  is  also  a  period,  in  most  cases,  at  which  that 
irritability  ceases.  In  the  present  complaint,  strength  gene- 
rally succeeds  to  great  irritability;  and  whenever  that  hap- 
pens, after  the  constitution  has  been  for  a  time  habituated  to 
this  medicine,  no  injury  may  perhaps  follow  from  its  con- 
tinuance in  full  doses  j  but  when  great  weakness  prevails, 
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All  greasy  applications  seem  to  do  hurt :  X 
have  found  the  best  dressing  to  be  a  poultice  of 
boiled  carrots,  either  used  alone,  or  with  a 
small  portion  of  farina  lint  to  give  it  con- 
sistence. The  effect  of  boiled  carrots  in  pro- 
curing ease,  in  lessening  the  quantity,  and 
in  ameliorating  the  quality  of  the  discharge 
from  a  gleeting  painful  sore,  is  very  great.  It 
is  perhaps  the  mildest  of  all  digestives ;  it 
immediately  alters  the  discharge,  which,  from 
being  large,  thin,  and  acrimonious,  soon  be- 
comes thick,  well  conditioned,  and  small  in 
quantity.  It  will  have  similar  good  effects, 
even  in  cases  truly  cancerous.  Its  power  is  so 
extensive,  that  it  might  be  applied  to  all  irrita- 
ble sores  universally,  with  great  advantage. 
It  is  not  only  a  diminisher  of  local  irritabili- 
ty, but  a  powerful  antiseptic,  and  will  in  all 

the  power  of  habit  in  some  measure  loses  its  influence,  and 
that  of  the  medicine,  in  the  dose  originally  employed,  re- 
turns. In  such  a  case,  if  opium  is  employed  at  all,  it 
should  be,  I  apprehend  in  the  smallest,  and  by  no  means 
m  the  accustomed  doses.  Debility  is  itself  a  disease,  often 
requiring  a  stimulus  rather  than  a  sedative ;  and  opium  is  a 
sedative  of  the  most  powerful  kind. 
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cases  lessen,  and  in  some  take  off  entirely  the 
usual  foetor  of  mortifications. 

I  have  observed  a  very  considerable  differ- 
ence in  the  effects  of  the  boiled,  and  the  raw 
root.  The  latter  is  somewhat  stimulating  ;  in 
cases  where  sloughs  or  mortified  parts  must  se- 
parate, and  where  the  local  irritation  is  not 
very  great,  it  will  not  only  take  off,  or  diminish 
the  foetor,  but  will  cause  a  speedy  separation 
of  the  diseased  from  the  sound  parts;  that  done, 
it  ceases,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  of  use,  and 
the  boiled  root  may  be  substituted.  And  a 
poultice  formed  of  fine  oatmeal  and  water, 
with  yeast,  will  sometimes  have  a  good  effect. 
In  cases  of  bubo  I  prefer  the  boiled  carrot. 

Besides  the  above  means  in  phagedenic  bubo, 
it  will  sometimes  be  of  use  to  wash  the 
sore  with  a  lotion  ex  aq.  rosar.  &  calomel,  vel 
me  r  cur.  panacea  alb.  also  aq.  calc.  cum.  calo^ 
mel.  &c. 

When  a  bubo  becomes  phagedenic,  and  the 
disease  is  not  cured,  the  case  is  much  more 
complex  than  the  former,  and  more  difficult  of 
cure.  The  best  method  seems  to  be  to  correct 
the  habit  and  state  of  the  sore  in  the  first  in- 
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stance  by  the  means  laid  down  for  the  prece- 
ding case.    After  which,  small  doses  of  mer- 
cury may  be  gradually  applied  to  the  habit- 
slight  frictions;  or  Hydrarg.  calc.  in  small  doses, 
per  se,  or  with  sulph.  aurat.  ant.  calomel,  given 
in  the  same  manner,  or  Solut.  Hydrarg.  muriat. 
he.  may  be  employed,  either  singly  or  vari- 
ously combined  according  to  circumstances, 
and  the  cure  be  afterwards  compleated  in  the 
usual  way.    If  Lues  Venerea  is  making  its 
ravages  in  other  parts  of  the  system,  as  well 
as  in  one  of  the  groins,   and  those  ravages 
are  likely  to  be  of  serious  consequence,  in 
that  case,  a  mercurial  ameliorant  may  be  join- 
ed with  the  means  recommended  for  taking  off 
irritability,  from  the  beginning.    Either  of  the 
above  mercurials  will  answer  this  intention, 
and  when  the  vice  of  constitution  has  been 
by  these  means  sufficiently  mended,  the  speci- 
fic may  afterwards  be  more  forcibly  introduced 
for  the  perfect  eradication  of  the  disease. 

I  was  desired  to  meet  another  surgeon,  on 
the  case  of  a  gentleman  who  had  a  very  large 
induration  in  one  groin.  It  was  painful,  but 
not  inflamed*    My  first  inquiry  was  whether 
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this  was  a  bubo  as  a  primordium,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  a  tumour  of  any  other  kind 
affecting  the  lymphatic  glands.    Upon  a  mi- 
nute investigation,  I  was  informed  that  on  that 
part  of  the  glans  penis  close  to  the  preputium 
internally,    corresponding   with  the  diseased 
groin,  there  had  been  a  small  sore,  but  that 
it  had  been  some  time  healed  by  the  appli- 
cation of  starch,  without  leaving  any  hard-r 
ness  or  other  mark  of  chancre.    This  person 
had  been  ill  some  months  before  with  abscesses 
in  his  neck,  which  healed  with  difficulty,  but 
without  mercury.    His  age  was   55,  and  a 
free  liver.    My  opinion  was  that  the  tumour 
was  a  venereal  bubo  ;  he  had  been  taking  some 
time  the  solution  Hydra rg.  mur.  but  it  hurt 
his  appetite,  and  disagreed  with  him.    I  re- 
commended confinement,  but  he  could  not 
submit  to  it;  he  was  anxious  to  go  on  with 
mercury,  and  used  it  in  the  way  of  frictions, 
going  almost  every  day  into  the  city.  He 
continued  in  this  plan  for  some  weeks,  taking 
bark^for  a  part  of  the  time;  for  his  appetite 
Sailed  him,  and  his  strength  was  considerably 
diminished,  and  his  mind  was  very  much  hurt. 
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able  salivary  discharge  from  his  mouth,  but 
without  foetor,  soreness  or  ulceration  of  the 
gums.  A  part  of  the  ointment  was  rubbed 
in  below  the  tumour,  and  he  went  on  with 
the  frictions  for  six  weeks,  during  which  time 
no  alteration-  took  place  in  the  tumour.;  Being 
considerably  reduced,  he  was  now  advised  to 
clesist  from  mercury,  to  continue  the  bark, 
and  go  into  the 'country.  In  a  short  time  after 
going  into  the  country  inflammation  took  place 
in  the  tumour,  it  suppurated,  and  broke  of  it- 
self—He  had  been  desired  to  keep  himself 
quiet,  but  he  paid  very  little  attention  to  this 
advice,  and  came  to  town  with  his  sore-  in  a 
very  painful  irritated  state.— The  result  of  re- 
peated consultations  was  not  to  use  mercury, 
but  to  take  sarsaparilla,  bark,  and  opium,  and 
apply  a  poultice  of  boiled  carrots  to  the -part 
itself.  Not  finding  the  phagedenic  appearance 
at  all  altered  by  this  plan,  I  recommended  th« 
application  to  be  changed,  and  substituted. whkt 
I  had  known  succeed  in  similar  cases ;  dressing 
the  sore  with  a  powder  composed  ot  rmeiy 
powdered  bark,  lap.  calaminar.  and  put?.  cerijss. 
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with  this  composition  the  sore  was  dressed  dry, 
and  completely  covered,  and  as  fast  as  any 
cracks  were  made  in  what  may  be  called  the  wall 
or  covering  formed  by  this  composition,  they 
were  filled  up  by  the  powder,  so  that  the  air 
was  as  much  as  possible  excluded  from  the  sore. 
This  application  gave  no  pain.*  I  for  some  time 
thought  it  would  have  been  of  essential  service, 
for  the  sore  would  look  well  in  some  parts,  though 
it  was  spreading  in  others.    It  was  never  foetid, 
but  discharged  largely  a  thin  bloody  gleet;  this 
added  to  his  general   weakness,  which  in- 
creased, and  became  at  length  so  great  that  the 
powers  of  life  could  not  be  longer  supported  ; 
and  to  my  inexpressible  concern  he  sunk.  A 
cough  came  on  some  time  before  his  death,  and 
what  he  brought  up  latterly  was  spotted  with 
blood — but  the  most  extraordinary  circum- 
stance of  the  case  was  this:   Three  weeks 
before  he  died,  to  my  no  small  astonishment, 
a  node  made  its  appearance  on  one  of  the 
tibi<e.  My  idea  was,  thatthough  hehad  rubbed  in 

•  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Adair  Hawkins  for  the  knowledge 
of  this  very  useful  application. 
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a  large  quantity  of  mercury,  yet  it  had  not 
acted  under  the  alterative  course  properly  on 
the  constitution  and  disease.  It  had  produced, 
"it  is  true,  a  considerable  salivary  discharge, 
but  no  regular  sore  mouth — and  the  appearance 
of  the  node  shews  clearly  that  the  quantity  of 
mercury,  though  large,  had  not  cured  the 
disease.  The  phagedenic  sore  still  therefore 
might  stand  on  a  venereal  basis,  but  in  a  broken 
shattered  constitution.  And  the  history  de- 
monstrates the  bad  effects  of  a  latent  virus  in  a 
constitution  greatly  debilitated. 

His  habit  should,  if  possible,  have  been  cor- 
rected in  the  first  instance;  he  should  have 
used  mercury  afterwards  under  confinement, 
by  rubbing  it  through  the  pores  of  the  skin 
only.  The  solution  was  the  very  worst  prepa- 
ration of  mercury  he  could  take,  and  nothing 
short  of  absolute  necessity  would  ever  have  in- 
duced me  to  consent  to  an  alterative  course  of 
mercury  in  such  a  constitution.  But  the  nature 
of  his  business  was  such,  that  he  could  not 
avoid  going  into  the  city ;  and  the  exposure  to 
air,  though  he  went  and  came  in  a  carriage, 
not  only  checked  the  natural  operation  of  mor- 
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cuiy,  but  injured  his  health ;  added  to  which 
he  was  in  constant  anxrety  to  keep  his  com- 
plaint from  his  Friends  and  relations.  And  this 
anxiety  of  mind  is,  of  all  the  disagreeable  cir- 
cumstances of  the  disease,  that  which  is  most  dis- 
tressing1. The  disease,  with  proper  attention,  is 
easilv  cured  ;  but  the  necessary  concealment  is 
excessively  embarrassing,  whenever  it  works 
strongly  ton  the  mind. 

The  following  is  -one  instance  among  many 
others,  that  might  be  adduced  of  a  bubo  appear- 
ing as  a  first  symptorh.  A  gentleman  about  56, 
a  very  old  and  intimate  friend,  (for  v/e  had  been 
schoolfellows)  came  to  me  much  alarmed  with 
an  induration  in  inguine,  much  larger  than  my 
fist,  it  was  extremely  hard,  and  so  painful  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  walk.  I  told  my 
friend  I  was  satisfied  it  was  a  vefiereal  bubo, 
that  he  had  no  time  to  lose,  that  he  should  con- 
fine himself  immediately,  and  rub  in  mercury: 
he  followed  my  directions'  with  great  steadiness, 
A  part  of  the  ointment  he  rubbed  in  below  the 
induration,  and  occasionally  through  the  course 
he  took  Calomel  pp.  gr.  ii .  omnimocie.  His  mouth 
was  soon  affected  properly  ;  that  affection  was 
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kept  up  for  some  weeks,  and  it  was  pleasing  to 
see  how  the  tumour  gradually  diminished  as  the 
process  went  on,  till  it  at  length  disappeared. 
No  symptom  has  since  arisen. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  are  no  swellings 
of  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  groins  of  a  scro- 
phulous kind.  But,  if  I  may  judge  from  my 
own  experience,  the  greater  part  of  these  cases 
in  adults  stand  on  a  venereal  basis.  There  are 
no  doubt  many  such  in  scrophulous  habits — and 
some  may  be  truly  scrophulous. 

Having  elsewhere  in  this  work  sufficiently 
described  another  very  irritable  species  of  sore 
arising  from  a  bubo,  in  which  the  lymphatic 
glands  remain  hard  or  otherwise  diseased,  and 
considered  it  as  a  consequence  of  mismanage- 
ment, I  must,  in  this  place,  mention  what 
appears  to  me  the  most  probable  means  of  pre- 
vention, and  of  curing  it  when  it  has  actually 
taken  place.    With  respect  to  prevention,  that 
will  depend  on  the  care  taken  to  avoid,  as  much 
as  possible,  irritation  of  every  kind  whether  ap- 
plied to  the  part  or  the  system.    The  habit  of 
the  patient,  the  method  of  employing  mercury 
for  his  cure,  the  effect  of  that  medicine  on  the 
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constitution,  and,  in'short,  the  whole  treatment 
of  the  bubo,  from  simple  enlargement  to  sup- 
puration, and  from  apertion  to  the  filling  up  of 
the  cavity,  are  all  to  be  attended  to,  and  the 
case  conducted  according  to  the  gentle  method 
I  have  laid  down.  If  that  is  followed,  I  believe 
a  phagedenic  sore  would  very  seldom,  and  one 
of  the  kind  I  am  now  considering  never  hap- 
pen. 

If,  however,  a  case  of  this  kind  has  taken 
place,  the  diseased  glands  within  the  cavity  of 
the  abscess  will  be  simply  in  a  state  of  irritation, 
and  enlarged ;  or  else  one,  or  more  of  them, 
having  passed  this  stage,  will  have  suffered  a 
sloughing  of  their  external  coats  or  coverings, 
the  body  of  each  gland  sprouting  up  in  the  form 
of  an  almost  insensible  fungus,  with  a  surround- 
ing sore,  highly  irritable  and  painful. 

In  the  first  of  these  two  states,  all  the  means 
recommended  for  the  cure  of  a  phagedenic  bubo, 
dependent  simply  on  local  and  general  irritation, 
must  be  applied.  By  these  the  tumefied  parts 
will  subside,  the  coats  of  such  glands  as  still  re- 
main entire  will  granulate,  the  whole  sore  will 
contract,  and  finally  heal.    I  mean,  if  the  dis- 
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ease  be  cured  by  the  specific.    And  If  it  is-  not,, 
the  treatment  must  be  a  mixed  one.    But  irri- 
tation must  at  all  events  be  quieted  in  the  first 
instance. 

If  the  coat  of  a  gland  sloughs,  there  being 
nothing  now  left  to  limit  the  expansion  of  its 
spongy  body,  the  latter  may  shoot  ou.t  in  the 
form  of  a  fungus,  which  is  very  little  sensible, 
though  the  enlarged  gland,  whilst  its  covering 
remained  entire,  was  perhaps  exquisitely  so. 

The  methods  recommended  for  the  extirpa- 
tion of  the  fungus  are  the  knife,  ligature,  or 
caustic,,  Of  these,  the  latter  appears  to  me 
most  unexceptionable,  provided  the  application 
used  be  a  proper  one;  and  the  surrounding 
very  irritable  parts  are  carefully  defended  with 
lint,  whilst  the  fungus  is  touched  with  the 
caustic. 

The  caustic  employed  in  this  case  should  be 
of  a  particular  kind.  The  lapis  infemalis  will 
irritate  too  much,  and,  in  spite,  of  the  care 
taken  to  guard  the  neighbouring  pails  from  its 
action,  they  will,  perhaps,  suffer.  The  lunar 
caustic  not  only  irritates  too  much,  but  it  does 
net  act  with  sufficient  power.    Besides,  the 
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application  employed  (as  was  before  observed) 
should  be  of  a  particular  kind.  It  should,  if 
possible,  have  one  property  which  neither  of 
the  others  possess.  It  should  be  capable  of  ef- 
fecting the  destruction  of  the  part  diseased, 
with  the  least  possible  degree  of  pain;  and,  if 
it  could  be  done,  of  acting  principally  by  its 
sedative  power.  Many  years  ago,  I  had  a  boy 
under  my  care  for  a  large,  lax,  fungous  kind  of 
excrescence  on  his  chin,  which  I  mortified  by 
the  application  of  a  concentrated  solution  of 
sacchar.  salami  in  water,  and  I  had  no  further 
trouble  with  it.  The  part  acted  upon  by  the 
sedative  separated,  and  the  sore  healed  very 
kindly.  From  this  instance,  it  is  plain,  that, 
though  in  a  diluted  state,  this  medicine  is  an 
astringent  sedative,  yet,  when  concentrated  or 
crude,  it  is  a  kind  of  caustic.  From  such  an 
application  I  should  expect  a  great  deal,  it  might 
be  used  with  bread,  without  oil  or  animal  fat, 
in  the  form  of  a  poultice.  The  parts  which 
are  the  most  sensible  it  could  not  injure. — • 
Those  which  are  diseased,  in  a  manner  insensi- 
ble,, and  almost  out  of  the  laws  of  the  circulation, 
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it  may  by  its  sedative  power,  probably  shrink  and 
mortify. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  medicine  which  is  appli* 
cable  to  the  present  case.  It  is  well  known, 
that  pulv.  sabin.  is  very  commonly  used  for 
the  destruction  of  verrucae.  What  are  the  ef- 
fects it  produces  ?  On  the  surrounding  sound 
parts  it  causes  slight  excoriation  rather  than 
ulceration,  on  the  excrescences  themselves  it 
acts  more  powerfully,  causing  them  to  moulder 
away.  There  is  a  something  in  the  sound  parts 
which  keeps  them  from  loss  of  substance  ;  there 
is  a  want  of  vis  vitce,  a  sponginess,  or  a  some- 
thing in  the  verrucse,  which  make  this  medi- 
cine cause  the  complete  destruction  of  them, 
without  doing  the  like  injury  to  the  surrounding 
parts,  though  these  are  both  sensible  and  irri- 
table. And  what  is  extraordinary,  these  effects 
it  produces  with  very  little  pain,  and  the  parts 
irritated  remain  cool,  and  generally  without 
inflammation. 

What  has  been  said  respecting  the  properties 
of  the  above  medicines  will  apply  in  some  mea- 
sure to  the  cuprum  vitriol.    It  has  been  for 
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ages  in  use,  as  a  means  of  destroying  the  fun- 
gus arising  in  sores  of  all  kinds.  In  its  crude 
state  it  is  a  slight  caustic,  from  the  intensity  of  its 
astringent  and  sedative  properties.  In  a  weak  so- 
lution with  water,  it  is  a  very  gentle  and  power- 
ful astringent  sedative,  it  represses  profuse  dis- 
charges of  all  kinds,  even  when  they  arise  from 
the  cavities  of  joints  ;  it  is  antiseptic  ;  and  a 
diminisher  of  irritability,  not  only  when  used 
externally,  but  when  employed  internally ;  it 
has  none  of  the  deleterious  qualities  of  lead, 
and  therefore  may  be  applied  with  perfect  safety 
for  the  destruction  of  the  fungus  above  de- 
scribed ;  and,  I.  should  hope,  in  preference  to 
every  other  method. 

How  far  either  of  these  applications  may  be 
used  with  propriety  to  some  cancerous  sores, 
which  do  not  admit  of  extirpation  by  the  knife, 
may  be  perhaps  worth  an  inquiry. 

V mereal  Eruption.  Fortunately  for  the  cure 
of  this  symptom  topics  are  of  no  avail,  and 
therefore  the  general  effects  of  the  medicine 
alone  have  been  relied  on. 

As  the  disease  has  now  gained  its  acme,  and 
shewed  itself  by   pustules  on   one.  Surface, 
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namely,  the  skin,  between  which  and  other 
surfaces,  namely  the  tonsils  and  periosteum,  &c. 
there  is  an  evident  consent,  the  transition,  of 
infection  from  one  to.  the  other  being  extremely 
easy,,  and,,  as  at  this  period,  the  living  power 
itself  $eem.s  to  be  universally  diseased,,  from  the 
disposition  to.  metastasis  which  now,  prevails,  so 
it  will  be.  more  particularly  necessary  that  the 
operation  of  the  specific  should  be  in.  every 
respect,  perfect ;  the  practitioner  neither  trust- 
ing solely  to  the  largest  quantity,  nor  to  any  ef- 
fects of  the  medicine,  when  unsupported  by  a 
proper  accumulation.  When  the  situation  of 
the  patient  does-  not  render  an  alterative  course 
more  eligible  than  the  method  under  confine- 
rflQntj  the  latter  will  be  always  preferable.  In 
both,  methods  the  accumulation  of  the  medi- 
cine must  be  a  large  one,  and.  its  general  effects 
proportionably  great.  In  both,  towards  the 
latter  part  of  the  course,,  the  external,  as  well  as 
internal  changes,  so,  often  mentioned,  should 
be.  raised.  In  the  alterative  method  these  may 
be  made  to  take  place  without  salivation,  but 
under  confinement  (when  idiosyncrasy  does  not 
resist)  after  about  one  half  of  the  medicine  ge- 
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nerally  found  necessary  to  cure  a  secondary 
symptom  has  been  fairly  introduced,  an  in- 
creased secretion  of  saliva,  and  affection  of  the 
whole  mouth  are  rather  to  be  aimed  at  than 
avoided.  Whether  it  be  that  the  increased 
flow  of  saliva,  cleanses  the  lymphatic  system 
(which  not  only  receives,  but  probably  re- 
tains the  seeds  of  infection  throughout  the 
whole  progress  of  the  disease)  more  completely 
than  any  other  secretion,  I  will  not  say,  but  the 
truth  undoubtedly  is,  that  a  cure  not  only  takes 
place  with  more  certainty  after  a  sufficient  ac- 
cumulation of  mercury,  when  the  mouth  is  fully 
affected,  but  the  deleterious  effects  of  the  me- 
dicine subside  the  sooner,  in  consequence  of 
this  affection  ;  the  salivary  discharge  being  an 
appendage  to  the  sore  mouth,  and  nature's  re- 
medy for  taking  it  off. 

How  far  the  warm  bath,  6udorin"cs,  or 
purgatives  may  be  necessary  to  take  off  the 
stimulating  effects  of  mercury,  when  salivation 
is  wanting  or  defective,  is  another  question. — 
And  though  I  cannot  allow  a  determination  of 
the  circulation  to  the  other  emunctories,  to  add 
any  thing  to  the  antivenereal  effect  of  mercury, 
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only  in  as  far  as  such  determination  may  in- 
crease the  general  accumulation  during  the  pro- 
gress of  a  cure  ;  yet  both  sweating  and  purging, 
in  proportion  as  they  evacuate  from  the  lym- 
phatic system,  may,  perhaps,  tend  to  lessen  the 
stimulating  effects  of  this  medicine  after  such 
course  has  been  completed.  But  I  believe 
that  the  increased  secretion  from  the  glands  of 
the  mouth,  as  it  seems  to  be  the  most  natural, 
so  is  it  probably  the  most  effectual  way  of  ful- 
filling this  intention. 

What  has  been  said  on  the  general  operation 
of  mercury  in  the  former  part  of  this  work, 
tends  to  prove  that,  in  ordinary  salivation,  a 
just  balance  must  be  preserved  between  the  sti- 
mulating, the  putrefactive,  and  evacuant  effects 
of  the  medicine.    If  this,  in  the  vast  variety  of 
cases  to  be  met  with,  could  generally  be  done, 
there  would  be  little  doubt,  but  that  in  a  symp- 
tom, like  the  present,  ordinary  salivation  would 
be  preferable  to  every  other  method.    But  the 
fact  is,  that  salivation,  even  under  the  most 
careful  treatment,  cannot  always  be  kept  within 
proper  bounds. — It  has,  therefore,  been  my  aim 
to  give  to  the  course  under  confinement,  which 
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I  have  ventured  to  recommend,  the  inactivity, 
the  rest,  and  exclusion  from  the  external  atmos- 
phere, of  ordinary  salivation ;  to  give  it  also, 
what  the  latter  is  too  often  defective  in,  a 
full  and  fair  accumulation;  and  having  so 
done,  to  produce  the  very  important  putrefac- 
tive and  evacuant  effects  of  the  medicine.  A 
method,  as  I  conceive,  more  within  the  con- 
troul  of  every  one  than  ordinary  salivation, 
more  easily  graduated  to  the  cure  of  every  symp- 
tom, and,  I  should  hope,  generally  speaking, 
more  certain  in  its  operation.  Experience 
obliges  me  to  add,  that,  in  the  application  of 
this  method  to  a  venereal  eruption,  not  only 
the  stimulating  and  putrefactive  effects,  but  a 
fair  and  unequivocal  general  affection  of  the 
mouth,  with  a  corresponding  salivary  discharge, 
should  be  produced.  I  mean  in  all  those  cases 
in  which  idiosyncrasy  does  not  otherwise  deter- 
mine the  matter.  Besides  the  immense  advan- 
tage which  this  secretion  is  of,  as  an  evacuant, 
and  natural  means  of  taking  off  the  stimulating 
effects  of  the  medicine,  I  must  observe  that 
when  an  eruption  has  once  appeared,  the  dis- 
position to  metastasis  prevails  universally  over 
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the  whole  system ;  and  if  the  operation  of* 
the  medicine  is  incomplete,  or  partial,  not 
only  an  affection  of  the  periosteum,  but  ati 
tizssna,  or  total  deprivation  of  sight,  &c.  may 
be  the  -consequences. 

Nor  are  the  effects  of  mercury,  when  sa- 
livation is  suppressed,  to  be  treated  lightly.  In 
the  third  volume  of  the  London  Medical  Ob- 
servations there  is  a  very  useful  paper  on  this 
subject  by  the  late  Dr.  Silvester.  The  case  of* 
the  Girl  in  whose  stomach  so  great  a  degree  of 
irritability  was  produced  by  the  sudden  check 
put  to  salivation,  that  this  organ  could  retain 
^either  fluids  nor  medicines  of  any  kind,  for 
some  months,  is  a  very  remarkable  one.  It 
was  cured  by  reproducing  this  increased  secre- 
tion. I  have  lately  seen  a  vomiting  and  similar 
irritability  brought  on  by  exposure  to  cold* 
during  the  use  of  Plummer's  pill,  though  the 
patient  had  only  taken  it  for  a  few  days,  and 
in  the  smallest  doses  ;  which  symptoms  ceased 
Upon  the  coming  on  of  a  plentiful  salivation* 
And  it  is  the  only  instance  I  have  met  with  of 
this  effect  from  this  preparation  of  mercury. 
These  symptoms  were  occasioned  by  getting 
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out  of  bed  in  a  cold  night  and  checking  per- 
spiration. I  suspect  that  not  only  great  irrita- 
bility of  habit,  ending  in  hectic,  but  many 
of  our  palsies  are  also  to  be  attributed  to  the 
suppression  of  this  secretion.  I  knew  two  in- 
stances, one  was  in  salivation,  the  other  in  an 
alterative  course,  in  which  the  application  of 
cold  produced  palsy,  but  the  patients  recovered. 

In  the  first  the  palsy  was  produced  by  only 
going  from  his  bed  room,  where  he  had  been 
confined,  to  a  drawing-room  where  there  was 
no  fire,  in  winter,  when  snow  was  upon  the 
ground:  in  the  second  the  same  mischief  was 
occasioned  by  going  a  hundred  miles  in  a  post- 
coach,  also  in  winter. 

With  respect  to  the  method  above  recom- 
mended, and  its  application  to  a  venereal  erup- 
tion, the  time  of  cure  will  greatly  depend  on 
the  effects  of  the  medicine,   as  well  as  on 
the  obstinacy  of  the  disease.    The  sooner  the 
affection  of  the  mouth  comes  on,  the  shorter 
will  this  time  be  ;  the  nearer  it  will  approach 
to  ordinary  salivation,  and  of  course  the  less 
will  be  the  quantity  of  mercury  employed.  On 
the  other  hand,  when  a  week,  a  fortnight, 
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or  more  are  spent,  before  the  mouth  become* 
touched  from  the  accumulation  of  the  medi- 
cine, the  longer  will  the  time  of  treatment  be, 
and  the  nearer  will  the  method  come  to  that 
described  under  the  name  of  alterative;  but  be 
the  accumulation  early  or  late,  little  or  much, 
we  apprehend  that,  in  many  cases,  security 
cannot  be  given  to  the  patient,  without  the 
production  of  the  most  clear  and  decisive  ef- 
fects from  the  medicine ;  nor  when  salivation 
tmavoidably  comes  on,  as  one  of  them,  with- 
out that  affection  being  considerable.  The 
fcetor  should  be  great,  the  parts  within  the 
mouth  should  be  here  and  there  superficially 
sloughed,  the  cheeks  and  lips  somewhat  tu- 
mid; the  salivary  glands  secreting  plentifully 
till  the  mouth  is  with  overflowing  full ;  and  in 
proportion  to  these  external  marks,   so  will 
the  general  effect  of  the  medicine  be  internally, 
in  producing  that  species  of  attenuation  or  putre- 
faction sui  generis,  which  universally  prevails  in 
every  course  in  which  a  cure  is  effected,  whe- 
ther by  salivation,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  by 
the  method  above  recommended,    or  by  an 
alterative  one.    And  if  the  two  former  of 
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these  methods  are  preferable  to  the  latter, 
which  they  certainly  are  in  most  of  the  worst 
cases  of  the  disease,  it  is  because  the  opera- 
tion of  the  medicine  is  more  complete  and  less 
partial  in  them  than  in  the  alterative. 

When  I  say  so  much,  let  me  not  be  mis- 
understood: I  mean  only  to  call  the  reader's 
attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  antivenereal 
power  of  such  effects  as  these  under  confine- 
ment, when  they  follow  a  sufficiently  large  ac- 
cumulation, are  too  striking,  and  too  well  known 
to  need  a  comment. 

Under  the  general  name  of  salivation,  they 
have  been  uniformly  produced,  from  the  days 
of  Barengareus  Carpus  to  the  present  time* 
and  employed  as  means  of  cure,  in  the  very 
worst  cases,  by  a  prodigious  number  of  the 
most  able  practitioners  throughout  Europe,  by 
Vigo,  Fallopius,  Sydenham,  Boerhaave,  Astruc> 
and  a  great  many  other  respectable  characters. 
And  they  are  the  effects  which  many  of  the  first 
physicians  and  surgeons  in  this,  as  well  as  some 
other  countries,  are  still  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to.  It  a  less  and  more  partial  operation  from 
mercury  will  suffice,   why  do  the  gentlemen 
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who  have  the  co  nduct  of  venereal  patients  in  the 
great  hospitals  of  this  town,  still  find  themselves 
under  the  necessity  of  producing  these  effects? 
The  reason  is  plain.  Experience,  that  great 
touchstone  of  truth,  every  day  shews  them  in  a 
great  variety  of  instances,  that  nothing  short 
of  these  effects  can  be  depended  upon,  for  the 
cure  of  the  worst  and  more  advanced  stages  of 
the  disease. 

With  respect  to  the  internal  changes  of 
which  salivation  is  the  general  type,  enough 
has  been  elsewhere  said  to  shew  that  these, 
whether  the  secretion  of  saliva  be  slight  or 
considerable,  are  indispensable,  and  should  be 
always  produced,  when  the  intention  is  to 
conquer  an  obstinate,  primary  or  late  symptom. 
Having  very  fully  shewn  the  connection  be- 
tween this  secretion  and  those  internal  changes, 
I  need  not  enlarge  further  on  this  head ;  but 
shall  only  observe,  that  the  effects  of  the 
medicine,  and  secretion  of  saliva,  be  they  lit- 
tle or  much,  should  be  suffered  to  go  off  spon- 
taneously; and,  in  my  opinion,  should  not  be 
checked,  either  by  purging,  exposure  to  air, 
s>r  other  means.    It  was  a  rule  with  Dr.  Syden- 
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ham  to  give  mercur.  dulc.  once  a  week  for  some 
months,  upon  the  patient's  going  out  and  tak- 
ing to '  his  former  habits,  after  the  cure  of  a 
confirmed  Lues.  I  do  not  know  precisely, 
whether  a  subsequent  use  of  mercury  may 
not  be  sometimes  necessary.  In  some  of  the 
worst  cases,  however,  I  have  trusted  to  the 
above  general  effects  of  the  medicine  alone, 
without  any  after  treatment,  neither  using  the 
saline  preparations  of  mercury,  nor  sarsapa- 
rilla.  A  subsequent  mercurial  course,  as  it 
must  be  conducted  in  the  alterative  way,  may 
be  hurtful  to  the  constitution,  and  unless  it 
affects  the  mouth  a  second  time,  its  effects,  as 
an  antivenereal,  have  generally  appeared  to 
me  doubtful ;  and  I  believe,  if  the  more  effi- 
cacious original  process  be  properly  conduct- 
ed, that  this  will'  be  very  seldom  necessary. 
If,  however,  the  further  use  of  mercury  should, 
from  the  particular  obstinacy  of  any  one  symp- 
tom, be  thought  advisable,  the  solution,  or 
Ward's  drop,  may  be  given,  largely  diluted, 
either  alone  or  joined  with  sarsaparilla.  After 
the  cure  of  a  venereal  eruption,  or  venereal 
sore  throat,  perhaps  this  last  medicine  may  be 
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particularly  useful  in  obviating  a  nodous  affec* 
tion ;  or  other  preparations  of  mercury  for 
internal  use  may  be  employed,  such  as  liydrarg. 
calc.  or  hydrarg.  vitrioh  in  very  small  doses. 
In  an  alterative  method  of  cure,  if  any  one  or 
more  pustules  continue  on  the  skin,  notwith- 
standing the  free  use  of  mercury,  the  latter 
should  be  generally  employed,  not  only  till 
such  pustules  produce  pits,  as  in  the  natural 
small-pox,  but  till  the  parts  pitted  become 
nearly  of  the  same  colour  as  the  skin.  Under 
confinement,  when  the  effects  of  the  specific 
are  complete,  the  pitting  should  be  evident, 
but  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  medicine 
should  be  urged  till  the  parts  recover  their  na- 
tural colour. 

Neglected  Chancre.  (Vide  Vol,  L) 

The  irritability,  hardness*  size,  and  date  of 
this  symptom  must  in  some  measure  deter- 
mine the  quantity  and  effects  of  the  medicine, 
as  well  as  the  method  of  cure.  The  course 
under  confinement,  recommended  for  the  se- 
cond stage  of  a  recent  chancre,  and  the  al- 
terative, which  was  also  applied  to  that  period 
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6f  the  disease,  will  often  effect  a  cure.  The 
former  is  however  preferable.  If  either  of 
these  methods  fail,  the  medicine  must  be 
urged  to  the  point  mentioned  in  the  treatment 
of  a  recent  venereal  eruption  ;  for  the  callo- 
sity must  be  dissolved,  if  possible,  by  the 
general  operation  of  the  specific  alone.  To 
assist  which  it  may  however  be  sometimes  ad- 
visable to  apply  a  mercurial  to  the  part — Hy- 
drarg.  axung.  porcin.  extinct,  is  a  good  medi- 
cine for  this  purpose,  or  the  vapour  of  mer- 
cury may  be  used,  detached  by  means  of  heat 
from  sulphur.  Astringent  sedatives  will  be 
hurtful,  but  if  the  whole  of  the  hardness 
can  be  safely  destroyed  (after  waiting  for  the 
general  effects  of  the  specific)  by  cathaeretics, 
they  will  be  sometimes  useful :  Hydrarg.  nitrat. 
rub.  or  Argent,  nitrat.  will  answer  this  in- 
tention, but  the  first  is  the  best  application. 

Neglected  Bubo. 

The  treatment  of  this  symptom  may  be  easily 
understood  from  what  has  been  said  on  the 
cure  of  the  different  states  of  bubo  in  the 
foregoing  division.    And  as  in  the  preceding 
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symptom,  if  milder  methods  fail,  those  which 
are  more  powerful  must  be  had  recourse  to. 
I  do  not  however  consider  this  case  as  phage- 
denic, or  attended  with  great  irritation;  but 
suppose  that  the  continuance  and  obstinacy 
of  the  sore  arises  principally  from  the  disease 
having  been  palliated,  but  not  cured ;  and 
therefore  the  means  of  relief  must  be  sought 
for  rather  in  the  general  than  local  operation 
of  mercury.  To  assist  the  general  application 
of  the  remedy,  however,  it  is  sometimes  ne- 
cessary to  use  the  cerat.  mercur.  R.  solut.  mitis. 
argent,  nitrat.  in  aq.fontan*  &c.  merely  as  pro- 
moters  of  sound  and  healthy  granulations.  And 
cataplasm,  farinae  lini  will  be  found  an  easy 
application  over  other  dressings. 

Verrucce. 

These  excrescences  may  be  easily  destroy- 
ed with  pulv.  sabin.  rec.  pulveriz. — Mercury 
will  frequently  remove  them,  not  only  when 
the  usual  effects  of  it  are  produced  in  the 
system  by  its  general  operation ;  but  also  when 
used  locally. 

There  is  often  no  small  degree  of  judgment 
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required  to  determine  when  they  are  to  be 
treated  as  venereal,  and  when  not.  When, 
as  appendages  to  the  disease,  they  require  the 
general  operation  of  the  medicine:  and  when 
they  continue  in  consequence  of  an  injury 
having  been  done  to  the  parts  on  which  they 
appear,  after  the  disease,  which  originally  pro- 
duced them,  is  cured.  But  be  they  small  or 
large  (and  they  are  sometimes  of  a  prodigi- 
ous size)  I  can  safely  say,  from  experience, 
that  pulv.  sabin.  properly  applied,  and  steadily 
used,  will  cause  them  to  moulder  away.  Hav- 
ing always  found  that  this  answered  the  pur- 
pose, without  producing  either  much  pain 
or  irritation  on  the  parts,  I  say  nothing  of 
other  means  which  have  been  employed  for 
the  same  purpose,  namely,  Vitriol,  ccerul.  ol. 
vitrioli — aq.  diabolica,  or  the  knife,  believing 
that  these  can  hardly  ever  be  necessary.  But 
these  observations  are  only  applicable  to  the 
local  treatment.  When  they  arise,  either  alone, 
as  appendages  to  a  smothered  pox,  or  in  com- 
bination with  other  symptoms,  undoubtedly 
venereal,  the  cure  of  the  disease  must  be 
effected  by  general  means ;  and  as  they  are 
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then  most  frequently  late  symptoms,  they  re- 
quire the  most  decisive  effects  from  the  re- 
medy. 

The  red,  spongy,  fungous  Prerruca. 

This  may  easily  be  destroyed  by  a  touch 
or  two  with  the  argent,  nitrat. — and  the  gene- 
ral treatment  should  be  as  in  the  preceding 
case.-r-But  in  both  cases,  the  local  treatment 
should  be  deferred  to  the  second,  third,  or 
fourth  day,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
decisive  effects  of  the  specific,  that  there  may 
be  a  co-operation  in  the  general  and  topical 
treatment;  soft  dry  lint  even  here  may  be  the 
best  topie,  for  the  fungus  will  frequently  shrink 
under  the  general  treatment. 

The  large  irregular  Condylomata,  of  the 
Anus,  by  whatever  name  they  may  be  distin- 
guishedj  as  crista,  fci,  &c.  generally  give  way 
to  a  full  and  fair  operation  from  the  general  re- 
medy. The  local  treatment  (when  necessary) 
stands  upon  the  same  basis  as  that  for  the 
foregoing  symptoms ;  and  it  should  be,  in 
my  opinion,  conducted  in  the  same  manner; 
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and  the  specific  employed  as  for  a  recent  ve- 
nereal eruption,  compared  with  which,  the 
latter  are  late  symptoms.  And  as  the  other 
secondary  symptoms,  mentioned  in  the  second 
division  of  the  natural  history,  require  from 
the  specific  no  general  means  of  relief  dis- 
tinct from  those  recommended  for  a  venereal 
eruption,  I  shall  run  them  over  briefly,  not- 
ing, however,  certain  peculiarities  in  each, 
which  often  demand  a  mixed,  and  more  com- 
plex treatment. 

Venereal  ulceration  of  the  tonsils. 

This  should  be  accurately  distinguished  from 
all  other  arFections  of  the  same  parts.  What 
has  been  said,  when  speaking  of  this  symptom  in 
the  preceding  part  of  the  work,  will  be  suffi- 
cient, I  hope,  to  enable  any  one  to  discriminate  it 
from  a  common  putrid  sore  throat.  But  I 
am  convinced  that  these  bodies  are  not  only 
liable,  like  a  venereal  bubo,  to  become  phage- 
denic ;  in  which  case  the  general  treatment 
must  be  the  same  as  in  that  complaint ; 
but  from  the  action  of  mercury  locally 
and  partially  on  these  glands,    a  sloughi- 
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ness  sometimes  takes  place  which  ends  \fi 
their  total  dissolution.  This  I  have  seen,  where 
salivation  (taking  the  term  in  its  common  ac- 
ceptation) could  not  be-  raised,  though  the 
quantity  of  mercury  used  was  large  ;  and  have 
also  seen  it  in  many  alterative  courses,  in 
which  the  tendency  to  salivation  has  been  sup- 
pressed.— Great  judgment  is  sometimes  re- 
quired to  distinguish  this  from  a  venereal  sore 
throat:  the  true  venereal  ulceration  may  be  com- 
pared to  lard  or  rusty  bacon  half  melted,  with 
ulceration  or  excavation ;  the  mercurial  affection 
has  the  appearance  of  acommonslough.  It  is  at- 
tended with  the  foetor  of  mercury,  thesloughsare 
sometimes  ash  coloured,  with  a  disposition  to 
salivary  secretion  ;  the  proper  remedies  for  this 
are  bark,  wine,  opium,  antiseptics  to  the  part, 
and  frequent  gargling  with  the  muriatic  acid, 
*  largely  lowered  with  water,  as  thirty  drops  of 
the  acid  to  half  a  pint  of  water.  When  the 
ulceration  is  clearly  venereal,  and  spreading 
with  rapidity  towards  the  uvula,  relief  must 
be  applied  as  soon  as  possible ;  for  if  this  part 
is  destroyed,  an  incurable  defect  in  the  voice 
will  remain  ever  after.    In  such  a  case,  a  cm- 
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uabar  fumigation  may  be  occasionally  employed 
as  an  assistant  to  the  general  means  of  cure. 
But,  if  from  the  irritability  of  the  patient's 
lungs,  or  his  seeming  tendency  to  hectic,  this 
medicine  should  be  judged  not  to  be  perfectly 
safe,  some  other  mild  mercurial,  in  the  form 
of  a  gargle,  may  be  used.  I  prefer  these  to 
all  applications  of  the  astringent  sedative  kind. 
But  if  the  ulceration,  though  venereal,  is  not 
spreading  with  great  rapidity,  the  general  means 
of  relief  may  be  the  same  as  for  a  venereal 
eruption,  and  employed  without  the  aid  of  any 
topic — till  the  ulceration  heala,  and  the  disease 
is  cured.  And  the  same  mode  of  treatment 
is  applicable  to  the  indurated,  horny  kind  of 
venereal  affection  of  the  tonsils.  The  com- 
mon astringent  sedatives  will  be  particularly 
hurtful  in  this  case.  The  induration  will  pro- 
bably give  way  to  the  general  action  of  the 
specific  alone,  but  if  it  should  not,  a  mercu- 
rial topic  may  be  used,  under  certain  restric- 
tions. When  the  ulceration  is  spreading  at  a 
great  rate,  the  doses  of  the  medicine  should  be 
large,  and,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  pro- 
duction of  ordinary  salivation  should,  in  that 
case,  be  risqued.    Should  that  take  place,  the  . 
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Cure  must  be  conducted  with  the  precautions 
formerly  mentioned. 

Venereal  sores  of  the  skin,*  ulcerations  on 
the  posterior  part  of  the  esophagus,  and  of  the 
tongue  or  cheeks,  are  curable  by  the  same  gene- 
ral means  as  the  foregoing,  and  to  these  symp- 
toms, mercurial  topics  are,  sometimes,  though 
Tarely,  necessary. 

Venereal  Ophthalmia. 

The  first  intention  towards  the  removal  of 
this  symptom  is  to  lower  the  increased  cir-r 
culation  in  the  vessels  of  the  part  and  of 
the  system,  if  that  be  also  necessary.  Bleed- 
ing from  the  arm  will  effect  the  latter;  and 
the  application  of  leeches  to  the  temples,  the 
former :  but  as  a  vast  deal  depends  on  the  speedy- 
removal  of  the  metastasis,  which  gives  rise 
to  this  symptom,  cupping  between  the 
shoulders  will  in  many  cases  be  preferable  to 
bleeding  from  the  arm,  as  being  more  power- 
fully revulsive;  and  it  may  perhaps,  in  some 

*  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  venereal  sore  of  the  skin 
So  highly  irritable  that  the  patient  experienced  excruciating 
pain,  whenever  it  was  dressed;  this  ceased  upon  the  sys- 
tem and  mouth  being  properly  affected  with  mercury. 
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cases  very  properly  supply  the  place  of  leeches. 
Blistering  may  follow  immediately  upon  lower- 
ing the  circulation  ;  and  a  brisk  mercurial,  or 
other  purgative  be  given  on  the  following  morn- 
ing; and  on  the  subsequent  night  the  patient 
may  rub  in.     This  symptom  sometimes  ap- 
pears under  an  acute,  and  sometimes  under  a 
chronic  form.    In  the  former  case,  a  more  free 
use  of  evacuants  is  required  than  in  the  latter; 
but  even  in  this,  they  are  often  necessary,  both 
to  lessen  the  local  turgescence  of  the  vessels 
of  the  eye,  and  as  a  security,  that  the  sti- 
mulating effects  of  mercury  may  act  with 
safety,  without  increasing  the  circulation  too 
much.    The  eye  itself  should  be  kept  from 
the  light  till  the  inflammation  is  gone;  and 
the  safest  way  will  be  to  confine  the  patient 
in  bed,  and  in  total  darkness,  by  covering  both 
eyes.    As  a  topic,  tepid  water  may  be  applied 
with  a  sponge*    I  am  in  some  doubt,  whe-- 
ther  Hydrarg.  etxung.  porcin.  ext.  would  not  be 
a  good  application  in  this  case.    The  blister 
should  be  kept  open,  and  the  specific  daily 
pushed  on  with  as  much  expedition  as  possi- 
ble, till  a  very  considerable  amendment  take* 
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place;  the  proper  accumulation  may  be  after- 
wards completed  more  leisurely,  and  the  ef- 
fects carried  to  the  point  recommended  for 
a  venereal  eruption.    But  in  this  case,  as  well 
as  in  a  spreading  ulceration  of  the  tonsils, 
when  the  defluxion  on  the  eye  is  consider- 
able,   the   specific    must   be  introduced  in 
full  doses,  and  the  production  of  salivation 
risqued.    And  this  conduct  will  be  more  parti- 
cularly necessary,  if  the  ophthalmia  is  attended 
either  with   a  partial  or  total  deprivation  of 
sight ;  for  the  progress  of  this  symptom  can- 
not be  checked  too  early  ;  and  it  may  happen 
that  no  quantity,  nor  any  effect  of  mercury, 
short  of  a  fair  and  fall  affection  of  the  mouth, 
will  answer  this  purpose. 

Venereal  Sarcocele. 

This  kind  of  enlargement  is  generally  pyri~ 
form.  It  is  curable  by  the  same  mercurial 
process  as  the  preceding  symptom ;  but  it 
has  been  usual  to  employ  a  portion  of  the 
ointment  to  the  part  itself,  or  to  the  sper- 
matic process.  The  general  operation  of 
the  specific  will  however  cure  without  this 
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local  treatment,  as  I  have  seen  in  many  in- 
stances.   If  used  prematurely,  it  may  pro- 
duce a  metastasis  of  the  disease  to  some  other 
part ;  that  part  may  be  the  eyes,  the  perios- 
teum, or  the  root  of  the  nose.    It  should 
therefore  be  employed  rather  towards  the  end 
of  the  course  than  throughout  its  whole  pro- 
gress.   When  a  large  quantity  of  the  specific 
has  been,  for  a  length  of  time,  used  locally, 
and  the  tumour  has  been  removed  by  the  joint 
operation  of  the  general  and  local  treatment, 
I  think  I  have  sometimes  found  that  the  tes- 
ticle has  been  left  somewhat  diminished  in  its 
natural  size;   probably  from  the  stimulus  of 
the  medicine  having  produced  a  too  strong 
action  in  the  absorbents  of  the  part.  Both 
testicles  should  be  properly  suspended  by  a 
bag-truss,  during  the  cure.    I  remember  an 
instance  of  a  man  having  this  symptom  on 
both  sides,  who  was  cured  within  the  space 
of  three  days,  by  the  coming  on  of  an  unex- 
pected salivation,  from  so  small  a  quantity  of 
mercury  as  is  contained  in  Ung.  Hydfarg.  fort. 
jj.  and  calomel  gr.  ij. 


80  The  Treatment 

Rhagades, 

The  treatment  of  this  symptom  must  be  the 
same  as  for  a  venereal  eruption. 

Eruption  and  Nodes. 

These  being  syncronous,  and  for  the  most 
part  readily  transmutable  the  one  to  the  other, 
I  shall  consider  them'  as  having  a  very  close 
natural  connection. 

The  treatment  of  a  late  venereal  eruption 
should  be  nearly  the  same  as  for  the  recent  one, 
formerly  mentioned.  But  as  the  disease,  from 
the  length  of  time  it  has  now  subsisted,  may 
reasonably  be  supposed  to  have  vitiated  the  lym- 
phatic and  other  parts  of  the  system  more  tho- 
roughly than  in  that,  the  propriety  of  em- 
ploying an  after  treatment  in  the  alterative 
way,  as  the  most  likely  means  of  obviating 
a  return  of  the  disease,  seems  to  be  more 
evident.  When  the  original  process  has  been 
properly  conducted,  I  have  frequently  (as  has 
been  already  observed)  relied  upon  that  alone ; 
and  I  believe  that  nothing  more  is,,  general- 
ly speaking,  necessary.    Venereal  ophthalmia, 
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nodes,  ulcerated  tonsils,  and  several  other  of 
the  most  rebellious  secondary  symptoms,  have 
I  cured  myself,  and  seen  cured  by  others,  with- 
out any  subsequent  use  of  mercury,  and  that 
when  the  course  has  been  completed  within 
three  weeks  or  a  month  :  but  as  relapses  do 
sometimes  happen  under  the  best  treatment, 
particularly  in  old  poxes,  when  the  disease 
has  by  time  become  intimately  blended,  and, 
as  it  were,  rooted  into  the  constitution,  if 
there  is  no  circumstance  in  the  habit  that 
renders  the  further  use  of  mercury  unsafe, 
particularly  if  the  season  of  the  year  be  also 
favourable;  in  that  case,  small  doses  of  Hydrarg. 
calc.  solut.  Hyd.  muriat.  Ward's  drop,  or  Pil. 
plwmmer.  may  be  given  for  a  few  weeks,  cum. 
decoct,  sarsts. 

The  propriety  of  employing  the  above  treat- 
ment must  often  depend  upon  the  kind  of  course 
which  has  been  adopted  for  the  cure  of  the  dis- 
ease ;  or  which  may  have  taken  place  through 
accident.  If  the  patient  has  been  cured  by  a 
process  approaching  nearly  to  that  of  ordinary 
salivation,  in  which  the  time  of  cure  has  been 
short,  and  the  quantity  of  medicine  used  small, 

vol.  ir.  G 
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a  subsequent  alterative  course  may  be  more  par- 
ticularly necessary:    but   when  the  original 
process  has  approached  somewhat  to  the  nature 
of  an  alterative  course,  in  which  the  time  of 
cure  under  confinement  has  taken  up  four,  five, 
six  or  seven  weeks  ;  and  the  quantity  of  mercurj 
has  been  large,  the  decisive  effects  taking  place 
towards  the  latter  part  of  it,  this  kind  of  prac- 
tice seems  to  be  much  less  necessary  ;  because 
every  advantage,  in  such  a  course,  has  been 
obtained  from  the  long  continued  stimulus  of 
the  medicine,  as  well  as  from  its  putrefactive 
effects.    And  it  will  be  still  less  necessary,  if 
during  so  long  a  course  the  more  active  saline 
preparations  of  mercury  have  been  had  recourse 
to,  in  aid  of  frictions.    What  has  been  now 
said  will  apply  to  some  of  the  preceding  secon- 
dary symptoms,  as  well  as  to  those,  the  cure  of 
which  I  am  about  to  mention.    When  I  lay 
so  great  a  stress,  and  place  such  entire  confi- 
dence on  what  I  have  called  the  decisive  effects 
of  mercury,  as  to  suppose  a  subsequent  altera- 
tive course  needless,  I  do  not  consider  them  as 
new  discoveries.    Some  practitioners  of  the  pre- 
sent day  may,  if  they  please,  doubt  whether 
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they  should  be  received  as  leading  principles  of 
practice,  or  not ;  but  it  may  be  some  satisfac- 
tion to  the  reader  to  be  informed,  that  so  far 
back  as  the  beginning  and  middle  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  reiterated  experience  had,  even 
then,  gone  a  great  way  towards  establishing 
their  validity.  Vigo  cured  the  disease  by  making 
the  breath  foetid,  and  the  mouth  sore.  *But 
Nicholas  Massa,  who  was  for  many  years  in 
great  repute  at  Venice,  and  claimed  the  dis- 
covery of  the  red  prsecipitate,  the  invention  of 
which  had  been  attributed  to  Vigo,  enters 
much  more  fully  into  this  matter.  That  lassi- 
tude, or  (as  he  has  expressed  it)  that  half 

*  "  Postea  reger,  ut  supra,  purgationibus  purgatus,  ungat 
"  seipsum,  &,  si  potest,  juncturas  post  csenam  per  tres  ho- 
"  ras,  &  sit  ante  focum,  et  cubile  sit  clausum,  &  incipiat 
"  a  juueturis  clavicularurn  pedum,  postea  ad  genua  deve- 
"  niat,  deinde  cubitos  ungat,  postremo  juncturas  manus, 
**■  &  si  virus  est  fortis,  &  aegritudo  magna,  unge  etiam 
"  juncturas  inguinum,  ancharum,  &  spatularum.  Postea 
"  jnncturae  stupa  caDapina  calida  cooperiantur,  et  ligen- 
**  tur,  et  ingrediatur  lectum,  cooperiaturque  coopertoriis, 
**  ut  sudet  per  duas  horas  ;  quod  si  per  sudorem  nimiam 
"  patiatur  lassitudinem,  detur  cyathus  unus  brodii  galli- 
"  nae,  vel  carnis.  Et  sic  procedere  oportet  ungendo  sin- 
"  gulo  vespere  usquequo  medicus  videat  exitum  mani- 
"  festum  materiae  phlegmaticae  ab  ore,  aut  fluxum  ventris 
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swooning  lassitude,  which  marked,  in  his  case?, 
the  ultimate  action  of  this  medicine,  when  no 
affection  of  the  mouth  took  place,  is  particu- 

"  notabilem,  vel  sudorem,  et  ultra  hoc  videat  diminu- 
"  tionem  manifestam  (si  sunt  pustulae)  pustularum  (& 
"  si  sunt  dolores)  dplorum  mitigalionem  (&  si  aposte- 
"  ma)  resolutionem  ipsorum  (&  si  ukera)  digestionem, 
*'  mundincalionem,  incarnationem,  et  cicatrizationem. 
"  Et  qnoniam  saepissime  accidit  quod  in  aliquibus  nullus 
"  apparet  fluxus  materiei  ab  ore,  neque  aliqua  alteratio, 
sive  dolor  dentium,  neque  fluxus  ventris,  aut  aliquod 
signum  evacuationis  manifested  etsi  segritudo  sit  mate- 
"  rialis  quae  sanatur  evacuatione,  dubirat  medicus,  nes- 
"  ciens  se  regulare,  de  quanlitate  unctionis,  et  dierum 
"  numero,  quae  sint  sufficientes  in  cura,  ut  sanetur  aeger. 
<f  Et  ego  multos  annos  in  hac  ambiguitate  fui,  usquequo 
"  cognovi,  quod  in  istis  ungendo  procedere  oportet  usque 
"  ad  aliquam  manifestam  pustularum,  dolorum,  aposte- 
"  matum,  et  ulcerum  sanationem,  et  virtutis  tolerantiam 
**  quod  signum  est  mihi  infallibile,  &  maxime  quando  ac- 
"  cidunt  lassitudines  quaedam  syncopales,  ultra  dicta  j  & 
"  tunc  est  judicium  quod  virtus  agit  circa  materiam,  sive 
"  humiditatem  bonam.  in  qua  humiditate  reservatur  calor 
"  natuvalis,  et  cum  hoc  apparet,  dimitte  unctiones,  et 
"  conforta  virtutem  cum  cibariis  bonis,  ut  sint  ova  sorbi- 
*'  lia,  contusa  ex  pulpis  gallinarum,  et  caponum,  et  cum 
"  vino  avomatico,  et  aliis  bene  nutrientibus.  Et  ita  ego 
"  multos  sanavi,  qui  ab  aliis  saepe  inuncti,  non  fuerunt 
"  sanati,  eo  quia  nullam  alterationem  oris,  cum  evacu- 
"  atione  faciebant  unctiones,  et  medentes  non  cognos- 
«  6ebant  quando  perfecta  erat  eradicatio  niateriae,  qua 
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Iarly  worthy  of  attention.  I  was  for  many  years 
under  the  same  difficulty  and  uncertainty  as  this 
able  practitioner,  till  repeated  observation,  in 
a  great  number  of  instances,  clearly  shewed  me 
the  same  fact ;  and  I  do  repeat  that  this  is  the 
precise  point  to  which  we  must  often  carry  the 
effects  of  the  medicine  if  we  mean  to  cure  the 
disease. 

"  quoniam  non  fberunt  eradicate,  itcrum  morbus  deterior 
"  priore  recidivabat.  Sed  ut  melius  me  intelligas  ego 
"  procedo  in  istis  cum  unctione  usque  ad  lassitudinem  dic- 
**  tarn  semisyncopalem.  San.ivi  inter  alios  unum  (qui  h 
"  pluribus  jam  fuerat  inunclus,  et  non  sanatns)  quern  per 
"  triginta  septem  dies  inunxi,  et  liberatus  fu.it,  et  nun- 
"  quam  recidivavit,  et  ab  omnibus  iucurabilis  dicebatur, 
"  et  sanus  adhuc  vivit,  et  multos  alios,  ut  dixi  signumque 
"  fuit  mihi  ut  supra.  Quare  dico  quud  non  potest  dari 
"  certa  regula  de  numero  dierura  unctionis,  et  quantiiate, 
"  sed  oportet  procedere  secundum  fortitudinem  parentis 
"  cum  judicio  bono  existimativo.  Sanavi  etiam  inultos 
"  marasmos  debiles  cum  regritudine  magna  per  plures  re- 
"  iterationes  unctionum,  et  ungebam  per  quatuor  dies 
"  omni  vespere,  deinde  dimittebam  ipsos  per  hebdoma- 
*'  dam  quiescere  sine  unctione,  sed  cum  bono  regimine,  et 
"  postea  iterum  ungebam  per  quinque  dies  vespere  secun- 
"  dum  eorum  virtutes,  iterumque  dimittebam  quiescere, 
"  et  sic  sanitati  restitui  sunt.  Vidi  etiam  in  aliquo  virtu- 
"  tem  debilem,  et  dolores  acutissimos  indigentes  maxima 
"  unctione,  et  feci  ungere  per  quatuor  aut  quinque  dies, 
"  usque  quo  dolores  fuerunt  mitigati,  postea  per  mensem 


86  The  Treatment 

Whether  the  nodus  affection  be  hard  or  soft, 
diffused  or  circumscribed,  the  general  treatment 
must  be  the  same  as  for  a  late  eruption.  It  has 
been  usual  in  these  as  well  as  in  some  other 
cases  to  use  the  specific  locally,  that  the  in- 
duration or  enlargement  may  be  the  more  ef- 

"  feci  ipsum  bonis  cibariis  nutriri  et  iterum  inunxi  per 
"  multos  dies,  et  sic  sanatus  fuit.  Tua  ergo  erit  secun- 
*'  duni  aegritudinem,  et  virtutem  cum  istis  mitius,  et  for- 
"  tius  ungere,  continue,  et  interpolatim,  cave  tamen  ne 
"  pectoris  partes  inungas,  ut  docet  Avicenna.  iEger  ta- 
"  men  cum  bonis  cibariis  semper  nutriatur,  et  cum  vino 
"  optimo,  non  vinoso,  sed  mediocri,  et  inter  prandium 
*'  et  caenam  da  scutellam  brodii,  semperque  attentle  vir- 
"  tuti,  et  aegiitudini,  et  omnino  h  ventis,  et  ab  aere  fti- 
"  gido  patiens  abstineat  lasteturque.  Et  quando  apparet 
"  fluxus  humiditatum  manifestus  ab  ore,  cum  dolore,  et  in- 
"  flatione  gingivarum,  et  accidentia  morbi  remittuntur, 
"  ab  unctionibus  cessare  oportet,  et  removere  stupas  coope- 
"  rientes  juncturas.  Neque  levare  oportet  loca  inuncta, 
"  nisi  ex  nimia  resolutione  aegro  syncope  accidat,  aut  subi- 
"  ta,  et  magna  oris  ulceratio  praefocativa,  vel  fluxus  ven- 
"  tris  cum  excoriatione  intestinorum,  vel  aliquod  aliud  ac- 
"  cidens,  quae  si  accidunt,  remove  unguenta,  et  stupas, 
"  quod  si  ex  toto  quaeris  abscindere  virtutem  unguenti,  ne 
"  ultra  procedat,  juncturas  lavabis,  locacjue  alia,  ubi  cum 
"  dicto  unguento  illinitum  fuit  cum  vino  calido  simplici,  vel 
"  in  quo  chamomelam  ebullire  feceris,  aut  salviam,  suc- 
"  curreque  ad  accidentia  cum  remediis  infra  scribendis." 

Vide  Jphrodis.  Nic/i,  Mass, 
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fectually  dissolved.  To  this  I  have  no  objection, 
provided  the  general  operation  of  the  medicine 
is  to  precede  the  local  application  of  it,  and  the 
two  modes  of  using  it  are  allowed  to  co-ope- 
rate during  the  production  of  the  decisive  in- 
ternal changes  :  but  it  has  generally  happened 
to  me  that  the  latter  alone  have  been  fully  suf- 
ficient for  the  cure.  The  induration  which 
generally  occurs  in  this  symptom  is,  for  the 
most  part,  owing  to  a  thickened  periosteum, 
and  gives  way  to  the  usual  effects  of  the  medi- 
cine ;  and  what  is  remarkable,  even  when  the 
subjacent  bone  seems  to  have  suffered,  the 
same  effects  will  often  operate  so  effectually  on 
the  part  as  to  render  an  external  opening  and 
exfoliation  unnecessary.  But  if  any  one  or 
more  bones  should  become  carious,  the  cure  of 
the  disease  is  to  be  in  the  first  instance  effected ; 
after  which  the  separation  of  the  caries  is  to  be 
promoted  by  a  general  attention  to  the  habit  of 
the  patient,  in  order  that  nature  may  be  the 
better  enabled  to  throw  off  the  diseased  from 
the  sound  parts.  Country  air,  a  well  regulated 
diet,  bark,  and  sarsaparilla  will  be  useful.  ehT 
cure  of  this  symptom  by  mercury  stands  on  the 
7 
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basis  of  every  other  obstinate  secondary  symp- 
tom, and  when  that  has  been  effected,  the  me- 
dicine ceases  to  be  a  specific,  and  should  be 
discontinued.  The  efficacy  of  sarsaparilla  in 
Lues  Venerea  has,  by  some  medical  persons, 
been  doubted.  Even  Fallopius,  who  strongly 
recommends  it  in  one  part  of  his  works  for 
nodes,  in  another  seems  rather  to  have  used  it 
for  the  relief  of  particular  symptoms,  than  for 
the  actual  cure  of  the  disease.  After  describing 
the  root,  and  shewing  its  resemblance  to  the 
Smilax  Aspera  of  Diascorides,  he  says  :  "  Im- 
"  becillior  est  certe  ligno  (meaning  guaiacum) 
"  habet  tamen  ipsa  nobiles  vires,  quibus  superat 
"  guaiacum  ;  et  est  quod  si  post  superatum 
te  Gallicum  restent  ulcera,  Rhagades  circa  se- 
t(  dem,  duplo  citius  sanat  haec,  quam  Lignum 
"  Indicum."  He  then  goes  on  to  describe 
briefly  two  cases;  in  one  of  which  there  were 
tophs  or  nodes  on  the  feet,  and  tibias,  equal 
in  hardness  to  bone,  which  were,  in  a  short 
time,  dispersed  by  the  use  of  this  medicine : 
in  the  other  there  were  tumours  on  the  head, 
and  gummata,  which  were  removed  by  the  same 
means  within  ten  days,  and  he  adds  :  "  Cum 
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"  ergo  in  Gallico  adsunt  ulcera  ad  hoc  medi- 
"  cameutLim  confugio,  tanquam  ad  certissimum, 
<c  et  tutissimum  auxilium  ;  et  si  non  facit  prima 
"  diaeta,  facit  saltern  secunda  vel  tertia.  Praes- 
"  tans  est  guaiacum,  tamen  ego  utor  salsa  in 
"  levibus.  Soleo  etiam  miscere  haec  duo 
"  simul." 

It  has  generally  been  the  custom  to  join  this 
root  in  the  cure  of  Lues  Venerea  with  the  spe- 
cific:  and  this  circumstance  has  prevented  us 
from  speaking  with  certainty  as  to  its  antive- 
nereal  power.  As  a  matter  deserving  future 
inquiry,  I  shall  only  observe,  that  the  disease, 
when  it  affects  the  periosteum  and  bones,  may 
possibly  be  mitigated,  if  not  permanently  re- 
lieved by  the  use  of  this  medicine.  If  it  had 
not  been  discovered  that  the  colouring  juice  of 
racl.  rubra  tinct.  would  actually  make  the  bones 
of  an  animal,  who  is  fed  with  it,  red,  it  would 
not  have  been  believed  that  such  a  thing  were 
possible.  Sarsaparilla  is  not  endowed  with  the 
same  colouring  property,  but  it  is  not  very  un- 
like it  as  a  root ;  and  it  does  not  follow,  be- 
cause it  cannot  be  demonstrated,  that  water 
impregnated   with    this  medicine,  circulates 
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through  the  bones,  that  therefore  it  has  no  ef- 
fect whatever  upon  them.  I  cannot  prove  it ; 
but  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  it 
will  be  found  very  useful  in  this  and  the  other 
late  stages,  of  the  disease.  It  must  however  be 
confessed,  that  neither  the  ancient  nor  modern 
proofs  of  its  efficacy  are  so  satisfactory  as  might 
be  wished. 

But. there  is  another  medicine  which  has,  of 
late  years,  been  too  much  neglected,  the  power 
of  which  is  supported  by  more  substantial  do- 
cuments. The  medicine  I  mean  is  Guaiacum, 
not  to  mention  the  authority  of  *  Boerhaave, 
Nicolaus  Massa  has  left  us  three  very  clear  and 
striking  instances  of  its  efficacy ;  and  that,  in 
habits  by  no  means  favourable  to  the  stimulating 
effects  of  this  medicine.  The  cases  he  describes 
were  of  long  standing,  of  the  date  of  many  years, 

*  This  writer  speaking  of  the  virtues  of  Guaiacum,  in 
his  preface  to  the  Venetian  Collection  of  Authors,  says : 
*'  Reminiscor  lastus,  quod  juvenem  sanaverim  jam  sanissi- 
ec  mum  virum  et  patremfamilias,  cui  diversis  corporis  locis 

ossis  tabefacta  adeo,  ut  in  digito  manus  articulus  unus  ex- 
*'  ciderit,  in  crure  plurima  loca  cariosa  spectarentur.  Hac 
"  methodo  rite  exculta,  atque  observata,  ossicula  narium, 
"  fragmenta  palati,  separata,  caetera  sincera  reliquerunt." 
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and  if  a  tent  which  was  employed  in  the  third 
case  was  not  the  sole  cause  of  keeping  the  ul- 
ceration at  the  upper  part  of  the  trachea  arteria 
open,  they  were  all  of  them  undoubtedly  vene- 
real. They  are  so  curious,  and  the  treatment 
of  them  was  so  much  less  severe  than  that  re- 
commended by  some  of  the  writers  who  have 
been  advocates  for  the  use  of  Guaiacum,  that 
I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  if  I  give  them,  with- 
out mutilation,  in  the  words  of  the  author.* 

*  Case  1.  "  Primumque  scribam  quae  contigerint  strenuo 
"  Viro  Domino  Fancisco  de  Placentiis,  Civi  et  Nobili  Cre- 
"  mensi,  qui  turn  esset  temperaturae  calidae  et  siccae,  aetatls 
"  supra  triginta  annos,  vir  plurimorum  laborum,  incidit 
"  tandem  in  morbum  Gallicum,  qui  nullis  unquam  auxiliis 
"  medicorum  tam  purgantibus  quam  alterantibus  potuit 
"  liberari,  sed  per  multos  annos  infelicem  vitam  ducebat. 
"  Nam  cum  esset  ex  propvio  temperamento  corpus  gracile, 
"  ex  diuturno  morbo  gracilior  factus,  me  convenit,  narravit- 
"  que  plurima,  quae  ipsum  die  noctuque  molestabant,  inter 
"  quae  erant  dolorus  in  omnibus  articulus,  et  musculis 
"  membrorum,    praesertim    in  parte   anteriori    capitis : 
"  aderant  quin  etiam  tumores  duri  non  solum  in  capite,  sed 
"  in   pectore,  brachiis,   et  cruribus,   ex  quibus  quidam 
"  exulcerati  erant ;  cumque  strenuum,  et  nobilem  militem 
t(  audivissem,  dixi  posse  ilium  ab  hoc   morbo  liberari, 
"  tametsi  diuturnus  esset,  sed  non  lenibus  illis  medicamen- 
"  tis,  quibus  ipse  ab  aliis  medicis  exhibitis  recte  usus  fuerat; 
f*  nam  quamp'uries  Viri  docti  illi  medela  praestiterant,  et 
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The  treatise  of  Ulrich  Hutton,  in  which  he 
describes  his  own  case,  is  also  deserving  of 


"  non  semel,  sed  pluries  decoctum  ligni  tradiderunr,  atque 
"  etiam  linimenta  ad  morbum  Gallicum  administrarunt,  ne- 
"  que  (ut  dixi)  liberari  potuit,   sed  in  detenus  semper 
"  malum  processit ;  quare,  cum  corpus  universum  labefac- 
"  tatura  esset,  praesertim  jecur,  necessura  erat  jecur  re- 
"  frigeratum  ad  contraria  alterare,  et  universa  membra,  re- 
"  ferta  plurima  materia  pituitosa,  expurgare,  atque  etiam 
"  ad  proprium  redigere  temperamentuin,  sicque  eum  sani- 
"  tati  .restituere ;   verum,  cum  antea  audisset,  quod  non 
"  levibus  medicaminibus  sanitati  restitui  posset,  sciscitaba- 
"  tur  qualesnam  essent  medicinae  quae  illi  prodesse  possentj 
"  respondi  easdem  esse,  quas  ab  aliis  medicis  jam  habuerat, 
"  videlicet  decoctum  ligni  Indici,  sed  in  majori  quanti- 
"  tate,  et  cum  alia  victus  ratione  sumptum  ;  ,qui  tandem 
"  post  multa  promisit  se  omnia  facturum  ;  quare  expur- 
"  .gato  prius  corpore  a  communibus  excicmentis  cum  levi- 
"  bus  medicinis,  jussi,  ut  biberet  decoctum  ligni  Indici 
."  hoc  modo,  et  quoniam  aestas  erat,  mane  hora  nona 
"  vel  decima  sumebat  quinque  calices  vitreos  dicti  de» 
"  .cocti  calidi,  qui  calix   sex  uncias  decocti  continebat, 
"  post  quern  potum  passulas  comedebat  ad  quatuor  usque 
"  uncias,  et  in  lectulo  coopertus  per  duas  horas  manebat, 
"  quo  in  tempore  plurirnum  sudabat,  plurimumque  min- 
"  gebat,  nam  et  per  alia  tempora  decoctum  ligni  bibit, 
"  minimeque  potuit  sudare,  quinque  autem  horis  post  pran- 
<"  dium  ex  pane  optime  decocto,  loto  in  jure  parvi  pulli 
M  sumebat,  et  aliquid  etiam  carnis  dicti  pulli  comedebat, 
M  una  cum  passulis,  bibebatque  ex  secunda  decoctione  ad 
"  libitum,  sed  deinde  horis  a  prandio  iternm  quinque  cyathos 
"  primas  dictae  decoctionis  calidae  bibebat,  et  passulas  post 
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note,  not  only  because  he  probably  wrote 
before  Massa,  but  because  Boerhaave  himself 


<c  comedebat,  et  in  lectulo  per  duas  horas  manens  cum  su- 
"  dore,  et  plurima  mictu  quiescebat,  quatuor  postea  horis 
"  a  potu  caenabat,  caena  tamen  semper  fait  lenior  prandio, 
"  bibebatque  secundara  decoctionem  ad  libitum,  qui  ante. 
"  xx.  diem  ita  bene  habuit,  ut,  et  dolores  recesserint,  et 
M  tumores  dissoluti  faerint,  et  exulcerationes  sanatas  faerint. 
*i  volui  tamen  cum  dicta  regula  hominem  usque  ad  quad- 
V.  ragesimum  procedere  diem,  sicque  sanus  factus,  incolumis 
"  per  multos  annos  vixit. 

Case  2.  "  Dominus  Johannes  Broila  vir  generosus  magni- 
"  ficus,  dives,  et  nobilis  vir,  temperaturae  calidae  et  siccae, 
H  cum  plurimbs  annos  laborasset  morbo  Gallico  cum  tu- 
"  moribus  per  universum  corpus,  praesertim  in  capite,  ex 
*'  quibus  plurimi  exulcerati  erant,  cum  ossium  corrosione 
"  et  in  capite  et  facie  magis,  ita  ut  non  hominis,  sed  mon- 
"  stri  eujusdam  speciem  pra;  se  ferret.    Hie  cum  tam  Tu- 
*'  rini,  quam  Mediolani,  et  Papiae  phirimos  medicos  ad  sui 
"  curam  accersisset,  nunquam  potuit  liberari,  neque  potu 
"  decoctionis  ligni  Indici  pluries  sumpto,  neque  inunctio- 
"  nibus  plurimis  factis,  neque  postremo  suffumigiis  uni- 
"  verso  corpori  administratis,  tandem  in  Galliam,  Lugdu- 
"  ni  scilicet  ad  quosdam  famigeratos  medicos  se  contulit, 
"  qui  et  ipsi  plurimum  laborantes  nihil  fecerant.  Hie  cum 
<f  esset  sine  spe  faturae  sanitatis  admonitu  quorundam  medi- 
"  corum  ut  me  Venetias  conveniret,  Venetias  se  contulit, 
"  mihique  domi  narrans  omnia  praeterita,   et  ostendena 
"  omnes  tumores,  ulcera,  et  ossium  corruptiones,  roga- 
"  bat  ut  sibi  opem  ferre  vellem,  promittens  non  ingra- 
"  turn  se  in  me  faturum  esse.    Ego  vero  postquam  homi- 
"  nem  solatus  essem,  et  jussissem  esse  bono  animo  ;  cum 
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has  written  highly  in  his  praise.  There  i& 
however  a  circumstance  mentioned  by  *Astruc 


"  esset  hiems  et  frigidissima  quidem,   jussi  ut  tnanefet 
"  demi,  et  custodiret  se  ab  aiire  frigido,  quiescens  donee 
"  tempus  mutaretur,  non  tamen  interim  defuerunt  auxilia 
"  qua?  ulceribus  subvenirent.  Superveniente  autem  Februaf io 
"  mense  hominem  expurgavi,  jussique  ut  biberet  decoctum 
"  ligni   Indici   cum  mediocri  diaeta,  quoniam  excarnis, 
*'  et  macilentissimus  erat.    Ille  tamen  credens  per  cibt 
"  abstinentiam  citius  et  melius  posse  curari,  abstinebat, 
"  et  parum  aut  nihil,   me  inscio,    comedere  volebat, 
"  sicque  processit  bibendo  usque  ad  quinquaginta  dies, 
"  nec  tamen  convalere  potuit,  nam  et  tumores,  et  nl- 
"  cera  omnia  male  se  habebant.    Res  denique  dimissa  fuit 
"  naturae  cum  optimo  regimine  cibi,  et  pot^s  et  aliarum 
*f  rerum  necessariarum  usque  in  flnem  Augusti,  quo  in 
"  tempore  expurgato  corpore,  iterum  jussi  decoctum  ligni 
"  ilium  bibere    mane  et  vesperi  usque  ad  duas  libras 
,c  cum  comestione  passularum,  et  in  prandio  concedebam 
**  carnis  portionem,  et  vini  pauciferi  cum  secunda  de- 
"  coctione  diluti  potum,  qui  tamen,  cum  esset  severus* 
"  et  audivisset  victum  tenuem  plurimum  prodesse  morbo 
**  Gallico,  non  parebat,  sed  abstinebat  et  ab  usu  carnis, 
tc  et  h  vini  potu.   Qui  etsi  per  duos  menses  bibisset,  ,non 
"  propterea  convaluit,  sed  una  cum  tumoribus,  et  mali» 
"  exulcerationibus  languebat.    Superveniente  vero  hieme 
*'  volui  illi  aliquid  praeter  regimen  resumptivum  injungere 
"  sed  una  dierum,  Famulus  quidam  sibi  cams  mihi  signi- 
"  fkabat  id  esse  in  causa  cur  ille  non  fuerit  sanitati  re.- 


*  Astruc.  Vol.  N.  page  2.50* 


of  particular  Symptoms.  9 5 

on  the  authority  of  Gesner,  which,  if  true, 
shews  that  Hutton  was  deceived  in  his  idea 


"  stitutus,  quoniam  non  pamit  meis  mandatis  in  regimine 
"  cibi,  et  potus.  Nam  cum  decoctum  ligni  bis  assumpsisset, 
"  nec  carnem  comedere,  nec  vinum  bibere  voluit,  et 
"  hoc  quoniam  caeteri  medici  semper  et  a  vino  et  &  car- 
"  nibus  eum  abstinebant.  Cum  vero  Magnificum  virum  de 
"  futura  cura  alloquerer,  dixi  ilium  minime  posse  sanari, 
"  at  ille  cum  audivisset  verbum,  turbatus  quaerebat  qualis 
"  esset  causa,  respondi  quod  ipsemet  esset  causa,  quoniam 
ff  me  decipiebat,  cum  se  minime  obedientem  praeberet 
"  meis  mandatis,  aperuique  quae  dixerat  mihi  famulus. 
"  Cumque  ego  sibi  meam  visitationem  negassem  promisit 
"  seomnia,  quae  impouevem  facturum.  Cumque  ego  homi- 
V  nem  obedientem  in  futurnm  esse  credidi,  in  principio 
"  veris  exhibui  iterum  decoctum  ligni  Indici,  usque  ad 
"  tres  libras  mane,  et  vesperi  cum  comestione  passularum, 
"  et  in  prandio  dedi  jus  pulli,  vel  vitulinae  carnis,  et 
"  portiouem  carnis  ad  comedendum,  jussique  ut  biberet 
"  vinum  dilutum  ad  libitum  cum  secunda  decoctione 
"  tarn  in  prandio  quam  in  ccena,  nequo  volui  ut  ullo 
"  pacto  sudaret,  sed  contentus  esset  copiosa  urinae  eva- 
"  cuatione.  Qui  hac  ratione  bibens  decoctum  per  duos 
"  menses,  liberatus  fuit  a  tumoribus,  et  ulceribus,  atque 
"  sanus  et  pinguis  ex  vini  potu  distribuentis  nutrimen- 
"  turn  factus,  incolumis  ad  suos  consanguineos  in  patriam 
"  reversus  est. 

Case  3.  "  Item  Illustrissimus  ac  strenuus  Princeps  D 
**■  M.  temperaturae  calidae  ac  humidae,    cum  subdominio 
"  alicujus  siccitatis  facientis  ad  subliliationem  sanguinis, 
"  aetatis  consistentiae,  cum  passus  esset  morbum  Galli- 
*  cum  per  multos  aunos,   non  potuit  ex  toto  liberari 
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of  having  obtained  a  cure  ;  for  according  to 
this  author,  he  was  relieved  for  a  time,  but 


"  quin  relinqueretur  ulcus  magnum  in  capite  bronchi, 
*'  cum  quo  erant  corrosae  cartilagines  omnes  partis  capitis 
"  bronchi  anterioris,  ut  posset  unusquisque  interiorem 
"  partem  asperae  arteriae  inspicere,  et  tangere.  Ulcus  quidem 
"  erat  antiquum  ostracosum  multorum  annorum,  os  cujus 
*'  tantae  latitudinis  duo  digiti  simul  conjuucti  potuissent 
*'  facillime  ingredi ;  et  cum  sapientissimi,  ac  expertissimi 
"  medici  ejus  consolidationem  plurimis  remediis  tentassent, 
*'  incassum  tandem  omnia  acta  fuere,  nam  Mediolanenses 
"  primarii  medici,  cum  esset  Vicedo  minus  in  arce,  ei 
"  medelam  praestiterunt,  similiter  et  Januenses  primarii 
"  medici,  nomine  inclyti  Regis  Gallorum,  Januae  plurima 
*'  fecerunt,  seel  ipsi  frustra  laborarunt.  Postreiuo  reversus 
"  est  ad  Regem,  Senioresque,  et  famigerati  medici  Lug- 
"  duni  earn  in  curam  susceperunt  nec  propterea  ulcus  sanari 
"  potuit,  ulcus  vero  talis  erat  rationis,  quod  si  sine  penicillo, 
tc  vel  magno  licinio  ex  bombace  facto  adapertum  fuisset. 
"  Illustrissimus  Princeps  per  illud  spatium  temporis  sine 
"  voce  et  dearticulata  locutione  manebat,  apposito  vero  li- 
**  cinio  sive  penicillo  ex  bombace  obstruente  ulcus,  recte, 
"  distincte,  et  sine  a'liqua  difficultate  loquebatur.  Erat 
"  quidem  vir  ruffi  coloris,  habens  barbam  prolixam, 
*'  coloris  flavi,  tendentis  ad  auri  colorem,  qua;  ulcus  per- 
"  belle  tegebat,  et  occultabat.  Et  tametsi  plurimi  essent 
"  assistentes  nobiles  milites,  neminem  tamen  ulcus  erat 
"  notum,  praeter  uni,  qui  secreto  ipsi  inserviebat.  Accer- 
*'  situs  igitur  ab  Illust.  Principe,  ut  eum  viderem,  sic  ille 
«  me  allocutus  est.  Sunt  quam  plurimi  ami  quod  te  ridere 
"  pro  quadam  mea  mala  dispositionc  desidcravi,  d,  qua  usque 
"  in  hunc  diem  tiano  potuit  cx  medicis  me  sanitati  rcstituere, 
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Hot  cured  by  this  medicine  ;  and  afterwards 
died  of  the  disease.    But  admitting  this  to 


"  audkeram  tamen.  et  Mediolani,  et  Papia,  et  Jan.ua,  ct 
"  Lugduni,  ac  etiam  in  castris  Nicolai  Mussa  nomen,  et 
"  plures  sonatas  ab  illo.  Postca  quam  igitur  pro  negotiis  In- 
"  clyti  Regis  cum  Illustrissimo  hoe  Domino  hue  me  contuli, 
"  rogo  te,  ut  Die  in  tuam  tutehm  suspicias,  donee  Venetiis 
"  manebo,  nam  vere  non  possum  tempus  aliquod  determinatum 
*'  mea  mora  tibi  assignors.  Scio  equidem  id  malum  quod  nunc 
"  ostendam  tibi,  non-  cito  sanari  posse,  tu  vero  quid  agen- 
"  dum  sitjubebis,  et  ad  omnia  me  obedientum  praslabo.  Post 
"  quam  praefationem,  vocavit  ilium  qui  ei  iDserviebat,  et 
"  ostendit  niilri  ulcus  superius  dictum,  quo  viso  cum  essent 
*'  corrosae  cartilagines  anteriores  capitis  bronchi,  sic  orsus- 
**  sum.  Illustrksime  Princeps  non  est  mirum  si  tot  sapiente» 

et  illustres  medici  plurimum  laborarunt,  neque  ulcus  hoc 
"  sanare  potucrunt,  cum  pars  qua  deperdita  est,  sit  pars  membri 
"  quod  a  sanine  ortum  habat,  namque  membra  a  seminc  orta, 
*'  sideperdita  fuerint,  nequaquam  instaurari  in  adultis possunt , 
"  in  pueris  parvis,  et  adolescent ulis  aliquando  hoc  visum  est, 
"  in  adultis  vero  miuimc.  Catera  partes  qua  a  sanguine Jiunt, 
*'  facile  renuscuntur  si  aliqua  de  causa  depcrdantur^  At  ille, 
"  Togo,  inquit,  ut  quotidic  hue  accedas,  et  aliquid,  ut  tibi 
**,  videbitur,  faciendum  injiuigas,  nam  ulcus  hoc  est  derelic' 
*'  turn  post 'quam  plurimis  (I  medicis  factis  rcmediis  d  morbo- 
"  Gallkoevasi.  Ego  vero  cum  vidissem  Ulnstrissimum  Prin- 
**  cipem  paratum,  bonae  habitudinis,  et  in  reliquis  corporis 
**.  partibus  sanum,  et  tempus  esset  acceptabile  (erat  enim 
"  post  pascha  in  priucipio  veris  in  fine  mensis  Aprilis)> 
"  expurgavi  corpus  a  communibus  intestinorum  et  pro- 
"  p'mquorum  membrorum  superrluitatibus,  bisque  sangui- 
"  nem  aperta  vena  jecoraria  misi,  deinde  jussi,  ut.  aquaaa. 
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have  been  the  case,  by  Hutton's  own  account 
it  appears    that  he  had  undergone  several 


"  decoctionis  ligni  Indi  biberet.  Qui  cum  esset  assuetus  plu- 
**  rimo  potui,  ut  solent  Domini  Galli  facere,  coepit  prima 
"  die  bibere  mane  duas  libras  primse  decoctionis  ligni,  ac 

post  passulas  comedere,  et  in  lectulo  manens  per  duas 
"  horas  sudare,  sed  ante  prandium  per  duas  horas  bibit  ex 
"  secunda  decoctione  libram  unam,  postquam  duabns  horis 
"  prandium  accepit,  et  fuit  ex  pane  biscocto  et  passulis 
"  simul,  bibitque  unam  phialam  aquae  secundae  decoctionis  5 " 
"  inter  prandium  et  crcnam  ex  secunda  decoctione  ad  libi- 
"  turn  bibebat;  quatuor  postea  horis  ante  coenam  iterum 
"  primum  decoctionis  calidae  tres  libras  bibit,  et  in  lectulo 
"  coopertus  manens  per  duas  horas  sudavit,  cosna  fuit  minor 
"  prandio,  videlicet  ex  pane  biscocto  et  passulis,  et  potus 
"  ex  secunda  decoctione  ad  libitum,  processit  Illustris  Do- 
"  minus  semper  potum  primse  decoctionis  tam  matutinum 
"  quam  vespei  tinum  augendo,  et  etiam  secundse  decoc- 
"  tionis  in  prandio  et  ccena,  ut  tandem  ex  prima  decoctione 
"  octo  phialas  biberet,  et  ex  secunda  decern  et  duodecim, 
"  aliquando  cum  plurimo  sudore,  et  copiosissimo  mictu 
»'  et  secessu  ;  et  hoc  fuit  per  spatium  quinquaginta  dierum 
"  in  quo  tempore  seiaginta  et  plus  libras  ligni  Indici  ad 
"  magnam  stateram  consumpsit:  super  ulcus  vero  capitis 
"  bronchi  quater  in  die  apponebatur  coton  madefactum 
"  spuma  primse  dococtionis,  nam  dum  coquerent  lignum, 
"  spumam  ad  hanc  medelem  servabant ;  sicque  Dei  om-  ' 
"  nipotentis  gratia,  et  auxilio  prseter  aliquam  spem,  II- 
"  lustrissimus  D.  evasit  sanato  et  consolidate  ulcere  epiglot- 
"  tidis,  ex  toto  callo,  loco  cartilaginis,  supergenerato ;  res' 
*'  profecto   mira,   et  digna  ut  literis  ad  hominum  lan- 

o-uentiuin  utilitatem,  et  medentium  instructionem  mar>- 
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courses  of  mercury  before  be  used  guaiacum, 
and  if  this  medicine  did  not  dire  him,  yet  as 
it  took  off  his  symptoms  for  a  length  of  time, 
it  may  be  considered  as  a  useful  fact,  and  will 
warrant  the  inference,  that  by  a  combination  of 
this  medicine  with  a  more  judicious  use  of  mer- 
cury he  would  probably  have  been  perfectly 
cured.  Even  the  mere  palliation  of  symptom3 
like  those  he  has  described  is  a  sufficient  proof 
that  it  has  some  efficacy ;  for  mercury  itself, 
when  employed  in  the  modern  way  for  the"same 
symptoms  has  often  no  better  effect.  How  fre- 
quently do  we  see  a  subsequent  course  of  mer- 
cury cure,  when  the  preceding  one  has  only 
enervated  the  disease  !  This  man's  case  was  a 
pox  of  long  standing,  for  he  had  been  diseased 

for  eight  years.  Among  other  symptoms  he  had 
i 

"  detur:  Possetn  et  plura  alia  miracula,  quantitatis  opera- 
"  tionis  decoctionis  ligni  Indici,  qure  in  medendo  in  dies  h 
"  me  visa  sunt,  scribere,  sed  ;i  tres  casus  a  me  recitati, 
"  satis  erunt,  ut  homines  aliquando  inmaximo  morbo  Gallico 
"  se  convalere  posse  confidant.  Quod  si  quis  alios  aegrotos 
"  cum  ssevissimis  accidentibus,  maximis  et  fortibus  remediis, 
**  sanitati  restitutos  esse  scire  desiderat,  illud  assequetur 
"  facile,  si  universum  proccssum  istius  libri  legere  voluerit." 
Aphrod.    cap.  x.  Nicb.  Massa. 

a  2 
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nocturnal  pains,  nodes,  and  a  gummatous  tu- 
mour, which  rendered  him  incapable  of  raising- 
one  of  his  arms.  If  symptoms  like  these  can 
be  removed  for  a  time  by  guaiacum,  it  is  well 
worth  the  inquiry  how  far  it  may,  under 
certain  circumstances,  be  revived,  and  still 
retained",  among  our  other  antivenereal  reme- 
dies. 

Some  of  the  early  writers  seem  to  me  to  have- 
been  fully  sensible,  that  this  was  a  remedy  only 
for  the  late  secondary  symptoms  of  the  disease. 
Massa  employed  it  successfully  in  that  particu- 
lar stage  of  it,  in  which  the  periosteum,  the 
internal  muscular  and  aponeurotic  surfaces  and 
bones  were  affected.    I  apprehend  if  we  had 
not  at  this  period  of  the  disease  the  above 
facts  to  guide  us,  yet  that  its  known  power  in 
rheumatism  would  lead  us  from  analogy  to  em- 
ploy it  in  venereal  pains.    The  same  parts  are 
frequently  affected  in  the  one  disease  as  in  the 
other.    As  in  the  one,  so  is  there  frequently  in 
the  other  a  disposition  to  metastasis.  The 
metastases  are  indeed  specifically  different :  but 
this  symptom,  of  all  the  others,  which  attend 
&  late  pox,  seems  to  me  to  be  that  which  mer-. 
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cury  has  the  least  power  over ;  and  I  think  it 
very  probable  that  by  uniting  the  properties  of 
Guaiacum  with  those  of  mercury,  we  may  fre- 
quently obtain  what  is  not  generally  obtainable 
by  either  singly.  Every  person  who  has  been 
much  versed  in  practice,  must  be  fully  sensible 
of  the  difficulty  of  effecting  cures  when  the  dis- 
ease has  acquired  a  strong  propensity  to  these 
translations,  and  it  is,  I  believe,  to  tbe  pre- 
vention of  these  that  the  properties  of  Guaia- 
cum are  particularly  applicable.  Or  if  without 
curing  the  disease  it  will  only  stop  the  progress 
of  a  venereal  caries,  more  especially  when  the 
nose  or  palate  are  affected,  it  would  be  highly 
valuable.  According  to  the  account  given  by 
those  who  have  relied  on  this  medicine,  it  ap- 
pears that  it^does  not  relieve  under  a  number  of 
days  ;  it  is  not  therefore  to  be  compared  with 
the  decisive  effects  of  mercury,  when  they  take 
place  early,  for  stopping  the  destructive  pro- 
gress of  a  late  symptom.  However,  it  is  evi- 
dent from  the  authority  of  Boerhaave,  that  it 
has  great  effect  in  a  venereal  caries  of  the  pa- 
late, nose,  and  fauces  ;  and  therefore  in  that 
particular  case  in  which  these  parts  are  injured, 
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and  there  are  at  the  same  time  diseased  spongy 
gums,  with  a  disposition  to  salivate  too  readily, 
it  may,  perhaps,  be  singularly  efficacious  as  an 
assistant  to  the  more  powerful  general  use  of 
mercury. 

The  early  and  late  symptoms  of  the  disease 
appear,  though  specifically  allied,  to  have  very 
different  effects  on  the  constitution  ;  and  with* 
out  any  stretch  of  fancy,  it  may  be  fairly  pre- 
sumed, that  each  period  may  require  a  treat- 
ment somewhat  different.    In  short,  though  I 
can  readily  allow  that,  with  respect  <"o  some  of 
the  late  symptoms,  the  disease  must  be  cured  or 
enervated  by  the  specific  in  the  first  instance, 
yet  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  Guaiacum 
may  have  no  inconsiderable  share  of  power  in 
promoting  the  usual  operation  of  mercury,  or 
in  relieving  some  of  those  irregular  anomalous 
symptoms,  to    which  no  precise   name  has 
been  affixed,   and  which  it  is  very  difficult 
to  determine   whether  they  arise  from  the 
relics  of  the  disease,    the   remedy,   or  the 
action  of  other  circumstances  on  the  constir 
tution. 

A  practice;  of  dividing  the  periosteum,  during 
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a  mercurial  course,  in  the  cure  of  a  very  painful 
node,  in  order  to  lessen  distention,  has  been 
recommended  by  Mr.  Bromfield.    I  can  rea- 
dily conceive  that  this  may  sometimes  be  ne- 
cessary, particularly  when  the  pain  is  excruci- 
ating, and  the  action  of  the  specific  too  slow  or 
too  sluggish  to  produce  ease  within  a  short 
space  of  time.    I  had  once  occasion  to  do  this 
operation,  and  from  that  case  I  am  rather  in- 
clined to  trust  to  the  antivenereal  effects  of  the 
remedy  than  to  this  local  treatment.  But 
there  may,  notwithstanding,  be  cases  in  which 
it  may  be  advisable,  not  only  on  the  above 
principle,  but  as  a  means  of  checking  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  disease  under  the  peri- 
osteum. And  I  think  the  practice  is  necessary  in 
certain  tumours  of  the  head,  particularly  those 
arising  on  the  os  frontis,  in  which  I  suspect 
there  is  a  connexion  with  ozaena  ;  and  I  would 
not  confine  it  to  tumours  of  this  kind  only,  and 
iu  this  situation  ;   but  when  other  tumours  of 
the  syphilitic  kind  arise  on  various  bones  com- 
ing and  going,  it  may  sometimes  be  no  incon- 
siderable advantage  if  a  small  opening  be  made 
by  rubbing  the  surface  of  the  tumour  with  Lap. 
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fnfernalis.  Exfoliation  will  generally  follow, 
snd  relief  will  be  thereby  obtained — not  only 
to  the  part  itself,  but  perhaps  to  the  gene- 
ral affection  of  the. periosteum  throughout  the 
body.  Every  part  of  the  skin  sympathises  in  a 
venereal  eruption,  and  when  in  course  of  time 
there  is  a  like  translation  of  disease  to  the  pe- 
riosteum, the  same  kind  of  sympathy  also  may 
prevail.  The  one  'attaches  to  the  skin  only, 
the  other  to  the  periosteum ;  -and  afterwards  to 
the  bones. 

With  respect  to  venereal  enlargements  of  the 
joints,  they  require  no  treatment  distinct  from 
that  which  is  necessary  for  every  other  se- 
condary symptom.  Nor  do  those  called  gum- 
mata,  which  sometimes  arise  on  muscles,  or 
aponeurotic  parts,  nor  those  kind  of  sores 
which  sometimes  come  -on  as  a  consequence 
of  the  latter,  in  which  there  is  either  an  ap- 
pearance of  glaire,  or  of  sloughiness,  resem- 
bling that  of  a  semiputrid  tendon.  The  great 
■specific  properly  applied  will  cure,  and  render 
common  applications  only,  necessary. 
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The  celebrated  Boerhaave  was  well  aware  of 
the  horrid  consequences  which  sometimes 
attend  this  dreadful  symptom.  In  order  to  set- 
tle its  diagnosis,  a  very  minute  inspection  into 
the  two  nostrils,  the  mouth,  palate,  velum 
pendulum  palati,  pharynx,  and  tonsils,  is  ne- 
cessary ;  for  it  most  frequently  happens,  that 
the  affection,  though  perhaps  principally  occupy- 
ing the  nose,  is  yet  not  confined  merely  to  that 
part ;  the  voice  of  the  patient,  which  is  some- 
times much  altered  from  its  natural  tone,  the 
seat  of  the  pain,  which  is  generally  towards  the 
root  of  the  nose,  the  purulency  and  foetor  of 
the  discharge,  which  are  frequently  not  only 
disagreeable  to  by-standers,  but  to  the  patient 
himself,  the  state  of  his  previous  symptoms,  the 
ulceration,  if  in  sight,  appearing  like  lard,  the 
cartilages  of  the  nose  and  alee  nasi  being  shrunk, 
attenuated,  or  ulcerated,  an  unhealthy  counte- 
nance, leanness,  real  or  anomalous,  venereal 
-pains,  venereal  head  ach,  particularly  if  between 
Ihe  frontal  sinuses  and  above  the  root  of  the 
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nose,  are  the  circumstances  to  be  inquired  after 
and  attended  to. 

Whether  the  diseased  affection  be  confined 
merely  to  the  nose,  or  whether  there  be  also 
disease  in  the  fauces  and  palate,  even  though  from 
the  laxity  of  the  patient's  gums,  a  disposition 
to  salivate,  readily  may  be  expected,  yet  I  think, 
that  the  decisive  effects  of  the  medicine  can 
scarcely  be  produced  too  early  ;  because  expe- 
rience fully  shews,  in  a  great  variety  of  cases, 
-that  these  are  the  true  means  of  checking  the 
farther  progress  of  all  ulcerations,  clearly  vene- 
real. The  confinement  should  therefore  be 
strict,  and  the  doses  of  the  medicine  large,  in 
order  that  its  operation  may  be  quick;  the  pro- 
priety of  this  practice  is  sufficiently  evident, 
from  the  case  mentioned  in  the  first  volume,  in 
which  the  rapid  progress  of  the  disease  was  cer- 
tainly checked  immediately,  if  not  entirely 
cured,  by  a  very  small  quantity  of  mercury, 
suddenly  producing  the  usual  decisive  ef- 
fects. Having  then  in  the  first  instance  stop- 
ped the  progress  of  the  ulceration  by  the  above 
means,  the  extinction  and  perfect  cure  of  the 
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disease  are  to  be  attempted,  as  in  every  other 
late  symptom,  in  which  a  similar  mode  of  treat- 
ment is  foliovved. 

'  Having  professed  myself  an  enemy  to  all  mer- 
curial topics,  where  they  can  be  clearly  avoided; 
and  knowing  in  the  symptom  under  considera- 
tion, both  from  its  malignity,  and  the  late  time 
of  the  disease  at  which  it  generally  appears, 
that  mere  palliatives  can  avail  but  little,  I  would 
rather  trust  to  general,  than  local  means  of  re- 
lief. I  cannot,  therefore,  recommend  the  in- 
discriminate use  of  a  cinnabar  fumigation, 
though  it  is  in  this  case  a  common  application, 
excepting  in  that  particular  habit  in  which  the 
specific  will  probably  act  too  slowly  without 
some  such  spur.  And  here  it  will  be,  no  doubt, 
an  effectual  assistant  to  the  too  weak  action 
of  the  general  remedy,  and  at  the  same  time 
a  strong  and  powerful  corrector  of  the  local 
mischief.    Such  were  my  ideas. 

But  since  the  former  edition  I  have  seen  several 
cases  of  ozaena,  some  of  long  standing,  some  ra- 
pid in  their  progress.  In  one  instance  only  was 
there  a  failure  of  cure,  and  that  happened  from 
fin  attempt  to  cure  the  disease  by  a  long  alte-» 
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rative  kind  of  course  under  confinement,  with- 
out any  considerable  affection  of  the  mouth. — 
The  consequence  was  that  the  whole  habit 
was  rendered  extremely  irritable  by  the  long  use 
of  mercury,  and  no  proper  effect  of  it  could 
be  made  to  take  place  either  on  the  mouth  or 
disease;  the  latter  continuing  to  make  its  ra- 
vages the  whole  time  with  great  destruction  of 
parts.  Had  the  practitioner  urged  the  remedy 
boldly  from  the  beginning,  he  would  probably 
have  raised  salivation,  and  the  patient  been 
saved.  In  all  the  other  cases,  by  continuing 
the  specific  till  it  had  fairly  produced  this  great 
effect  of  mercury,  and  by  keeping  up  that  effect 
for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  the  bones  cast  off, 
and  the  sores  healed,  but  not  without  consider- 
able injury  to  the  nose  and  palate.  The  symp- 
toms were  not  only  completely  removed,  but 
the  disease  itself  was  perfectly  subdued  ;  no  re- 
lapse of  any  sort  having  since  followed.  In 
these  cases  no  topic  whatever  was  employed. 
It  was  the  genuine  and  unequivocal  full  antive- 
nereal  action  of  mercury  on  the  system  and 
mouth  that  did  the  business.  A  question  how- 
ever may  naturally  arise,  Whether  if  mercury 
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bad  been  applied  locally,  in  the  form  of  va- 
pour, the  destruction  of  the  bones  of  the  palate 
and  nose  might  not  possibly  have  been  pre- 
vented ?  I  believe  that  the  origin  of  ozaena  is 
generally  deep  seated,  above  the  root  of  the 
nose ;  it  may  be  in  the  diploe  of  the  bones  of 
this  part  of  the  cranium,  or  in  the  spongy 
cells  of  the  os  ethmoides.  The  symptom  called 
a  corona  veneris  is  a  node  appearing  externally, 
and  is  strongly  expressive  of  internal  mischief. 
It  sometimes  appears  without  ozama,  but  it  may 
be  connected  with  it,  and  if  neglected  will  ge- 
nerally lead  to  it.  And  this  will  depend  a 
good  deal  on  the  date  of  the  disease  and  depth 
of  the  caries.  When  the  caries  insinuates  it- 
self inwardly,  it  soon  destroys  the  os  ethmoides 
and  vomer,  the  nose  wanting  its  support  falls, 
and  the  constant  drip  from  above  downwards 
injures  still  more  the  septum  narium  and 
palate — increasing  the  deformity,  and  produc- 
ing great  destruction  of  the  contiguous  parts. 
The  practitioner  should  constantly  remember 
that  venereal  ulceration  and  caries,  which  con- 
stitute the  symptom  called  ozaena,  may  take 
place  long  before  any  external  appearance  indU 
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cative  of  venereal  mischief  shews  itself.  And 
this  is  at  least  one  reason  why  deformity  so  fre* 
quently  follows.  A  mercurial  course,  well  con-* 
ducted,  may  cause  the  separation  of  the  diseased 
bones,  and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  dis- 
ease. But  this  is  all  mercury  can  do.  It  has 
no  power  of  renovating  such  bones  as  have 
been  completely  destroyed.* 

*  A  very  judicious  writer  of  the  seventeenth  century  has 
given  some  useful  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  ozaena  and 
venereal  affections  of  the  fauces  and  palate.  "Nonten- 
tanda  symptomata  horum  etiam  laevissimi  curatio,  (say3  Sir 
Theodore  Mayerne,)  nisi  cura  luis  generali  vel  praegressa 
vel  comitante."  With  these  precautions.,  however,  h6 
used  various  applications  to  check  the  local  putridity ; 
among  which  are  the  following  : 

Si  naribus  inset  crustosa  scabies  utere  nutrito,  seq: 
R,   Litharg.  Auri  loti  3'j 

Aceti  Rosar.  opt.  3V1.  bulliant  donee  restent 
aceti  per  chartam  emporeticam  colati.  3'ij.  hsec  colatura 
successive  misceatur  cum  ol.  nucum  recenter  sine  igne  ex- 
press. Ung.  Rosar.  Mesue  a  31.  f.  Nitritum  ad  usum  in- 
dendum  vel  penicillo  vel  turunda  molli. 

And  in  another  place  he  says  "  Detergeatur  prime  na- 
rium  ulcus  lotione  sequenti. 
R.    Aq.  Rosar.  tbjs. 

Major  an.  ef 
Betonicae  a  §iv. 
Myrrh.  $ij. 
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When  I  reflect  on  the  speedy  good  effects 
from  a  cinnabar  fumigation,  when  it  suddenly 
produced  salivation,  mentioned  in  another  part 
of  this  work,  in  which  case  the  progress  of 
the  symptoms  were  not  only  arrested,  but  were 

^Egyptiaci  5SS. 
Vini  Canarini  511). 

Mel.  Rosar.  31J  m.  f.  Attraliat  a  vola  manua 
tepide. 

R.  Mastic.  Olibani  Sandarac.  Benzoin,  succini.  a  ji. 
fol.  Tussilag.  sice.  5'iij.  Cinuab.  Jfc  f.  omnium  pulv.  subtil- 
liss.  excipiend  :  q.  s.  Terebinth.  Venet.  f.  pasta,  ex  qua  for- 
mentur  trochisti  aequalis  ponderis,  No.  xvi.  instilland.  sin- 
gulis ol.  salvia  et  rorismarini  a  gr.  1.  Excitetur  fumus  ex 
uno  trochisto  excipiendus  per  tubum  et  infundibulum,  ore 
continendus  aliquamdiu,  et  |)er  nares  reddendus.  F.  semel 
vel  bis  in  die  atque  singulis  vicibus  pastillus  unus  absu- 
matur. 

Si  partes  ab  hoc  suffitu  scillicet  ob  succin.  caeterasque  et 
terebinth,  nimis  incalescant  utere  sequenti. 

R.  Cinnab.  3i.  Carbonis  salicis.  31).  Benzoin.  §ss.  san- 
darac. mastic  a  jij.  f.  pulv.  snbtissimus  in  xvi  partes 
aequal.  pond,  quarum  singulce  in  singulis  chartulis  servetur 
ad  usum.  Una  chartula  sit  pro  uno  suffitu,  qui  turn 
pluribus  vicibus  candenti  laminae  inspergendo  excitetur, 
Aperiatur  os  super  fumum,  et  eo  repietum,  per  nares  eva- 
cuetur.  Praxeos  Mayernianae.  Vol.  II.  pag.  26l. 

I  have  not  had  any  experience  myself  of  the  effects  of 
these  fumigations,  but  have  always  fumigated  with  cinnabar 
only. 
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apparently  removed  in  a  few  days.    I  say,  when? 
I  consider  this  as  well  as  some  other  similar' 
cases,  and  combine  with  them  the  horrible: 
mischief  which   too  often  follows  venereal 
affections  of  the  nose  and  palate,  and  the- 
difficulty  there  frequently  is  in  stopping  their 
progress,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that 
as  we  cannot  always  know,  a  priori,  persons 
who  salivate  readily  from  those  where  there- 
is  a  contrary  tendency,  in  which  the  effects 
of  mercury  are  slow  and  precarious ;  that  the- 
better  way  would  be  to  fumigate  at  once, 
not  simply  as  a  very  useful  topic,  but  as  a^ 
means  of  raising  early  salivation';  the  disease 
being  thus  checked,  the  necessary  stimulating 
and  putrefactive  effects  may  be  kept  up,  and- 
continued  for  the  necessary  but  indefinite  length 
of  time.    I  wish  to  check  the  putrefactive 
progress  of  the  local  mischief  in  the  first  in- 
stance ;   it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  after- 
wards to  introduce  more  mercury  by  frictions, 
he.    It   must  be   confessed^    res  est  plena- 
periculosas  alas,  the  mischief  is  alarming,  and 
the  sooner  it  be  checked  the  better.  There-, 
is  not  time  for   that  slow  operation  whichi 
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mercury  to  the  system  has  on  some  habits,  but  if 
with  the  local  effect  from  the  vapour,  a  pro- 
per affection  of  the  month  can  be  also  pro- 
duced, we  connect  two  circumstances  in  the 
remedy  which  may  speedily  check  the  des- 
tructive progress  of  the  symptom,  and  there 
will   be  no  difficulty   in  following  up,  and 
perfecting  the  cure  of  the  disease  immediately 
afterwards.     I  am  strongly  inclined  to  think 
this  would  be  an  advantage  at  least  in  some 
cases.    In  the  case  of  failure  of  cure  in  ozasna 
lately  mentioned,  it  would  probably  have  been 
successful.  Though  I  have  above  expressed  my- 
self an  enemy  in  general  even  to  cinnabar, 
when  employed  merely  as  a  palliative  locally, 
yet  when  the  vapor  of  mercury  produces  a 
considerable  effect  on  the  mouth,  it  becomes 
a  general  remedy,  and  as  such  may  be  capa- 
ble not  only  of  checking  the  progress  of  these 
destructive  symptoms,  but  of  adding  to  the 
cure,  (if  it  does  not  actually  cure  the  dis- 
ease) by  its  effects  on  the  mouth  and  system. 
In  all  cures  of  ozocna,  which  I  have  seen  since 
the   publication  of   the   former   edition,  a 
vol.  n.  I 
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very  considerable  affection  of  the  mouth  took 
place,  which  was  kept  up  by  mercury,  till  the 
diseased  bones  separated,  and  the  sores  heal- 
ed. And  I  will  maintain  that  it  is  not  only 
necessary  to  raise  salivation  in  these  as  well  as 
many  other  cases,  but  to  persevere  in  the  use 
of  the  remedy  during  the  weakening,  putre- 
factive, and  evacuating  process  of  salivation. 

Having  said  this,  with  respect  to  ozaena, 
I  must  consider  every  other  caries  from  Lues 
Venerea,  as  producing  much  less  deformity, 
I  may  add  much  less  danger  to  life. 

I  have  therefore  nothing  to  say  with  respect 
to  caries  of  other  parts  ;  cure  the  disease,  and 
the  cure  of  the  cqriesmll  generally  follow — It  has 
been  shewn  to  follow  without  exfoliation,  and 
in  cases  where  there  was  an  actual  disease  of 
bone,  the  integuments  remaining  entire.  But 
it  may  be  asked  where  there  is  no  natural 
outlet  in  the  larger,  more  dense  bones  than 
those  concerned  in  ozcena,  what  is  to  be  done  ? 
Why  still  the  same  rule  of  practice  prevails ; 
cure  the  disease,  and  though  the  caries  may 
remain,  nature,  with  proper  assistance,  will  throw 
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it  off,  as  in  any  other  caries.  In  cases  of  caries, 
the  disease  is  too  often  partially  relieved,  and 
Hot  absolutely  cured. 

The  same  great  and  beneficent  Creator, 
who  in  his  wisdom  has  thought  proper  to 
afflict  mankind  with  the.  poison,  has  kindly 
imparted  also  the  antidote.  I  have  no  idea, 
(such  in  my  opinion  is  the  wonderful  power 
of  the  remedy,)  of  its  failing  to  cure,  even 
when  the  bones  themselves  are  affected  and 
suffering  from  the  disease,  and  that  sometimes 
without  exfoliation,  many  instances  of  which 
have  been  given  in  the  course  of  this  work. 

As  to  th  e  ulterior  effects  of  the  poison,  as 
marked  in  the  plates  of  diseased  bones,  such 
instances,  I  have  seen,  but  such  do  very  seldom 
occur,  and  may  always  at  a  more  early  stage 
be  prevented. 

Some  writers  have  had  an  idea  that  a  cin 
nabar  fumigation  would  dry  up  these  kind  of 
ulcerations  prematurely,  and  before  the  dis- 
ease, of  which  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  worst 
symptoms,  could  be  cured.  I  can  only  say, 
that  the  most  inveterate  cases  of  ozaense  I  have 
seen,  have  been  either  relapses  after  the  slovenly 
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use  of  this  topic,  or  from  a  too  partial  opera- 
tion of  the  general  means  of  cure,  and  some- 
times from  both.  The  very  delicate  and  spongy 
texture  of  the  bones,  generally  concerned  in 
this  affection,  is  such,  that  though  the  perios- 
teum and  pituitary  membrane  may  be  the 
parts  which  are  previously  affected  with  dis- 
ease, and  though  exfoliation  does  sometimes 
take  place  from  them,  yet  we  also  sometimes 
find  that  when  the  ulcerations  are  inveterate, 
and  have  spread  with  great  rapidity,  so  as  to 
injure  the  whole  of  a  small  bone,  whether  of 
the  nose  or  palate,  such  bone  separates  at 
the  suture,  and  comes  away  entire,  and  these 
imply  a  very  deep  seated  injury. 

Sarsaparilla  and  Guaiacum  may  be  singularly 
serviceable,  and  employed  with  the  other  means 
of  relief  in  the  above  cases,  or  after  a  full  ef- 
fect from  mercury.  The  authorities  adduced 
in  support  of  this  opinion  will,  I  hope,  war- 
rant me  in  submitting  my  conjectures  to  the 
public  as  objects  for  future  inquiry. — With 
respect  to  the  former  of  these  medicines,  I 
know  of  no  situation  in  which  it  may  not 
be  with  safety  used.     But    with  regard  to 
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Guaiacum  it  has  been  interdicted,  and  I  think 
with  great  propriety,  in  those  who  are  natu- 
rally hectical,  who  have  weak  lungs,  and  a 
disposition  to  phthisis  pulmonalis.  And,  if 
there  is  a  tendency  to  hectic,  from  any  other 
cause  (that  arising  from  the  venereal  dis- 
ease only  excepted)  it  may  be  also  improper. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  a  venereal  hectic  or 
marasmus,  with  which  the  foregoing  symptoms 
are  very  often  combined,  the  plan  long  since 
laid  down  and  adopted  by  Nicholas  Massa  is 
certainly  no  contemptible  one.  Mercury  should 
be  employed  first  as  an  ameliorant  and  alterative 
in  the  smallest  doses,  and  with  caution,  so  that 
the  patient  may  rather  gain  strength  gradually 
under  the  remedy  than  lose  it  by  its  sudden 
and  too  forcible  action.  Every  thing  that  can 
tend  to  mend  the  state  of  the  animal  juices,  and 
invigorate  the  system,  will  be  also  necessary. 
Opium  to  procure  nataral  rest,  milk,  country 
air,  and  bark  may  be  used,  but  even  this  plan 
should  be  pursued  under  some  degree  of  con- 
finement. When  the  pulse  rises,  and  the 
patient  gains  strength  under  this  treatment,  the 
medicine  may  be  mere  forcibly  urged  for  the 
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complete  eradication  of  the  disease.  Mercury 
is  certainly  the  only  cure  for  a  pox :  but  hi 
cases  where  the  system  is  so  far  debilitated 
that  it  cannot  bear  the  natural  operation  of  this 
medicine,  in  the  form  and  way  in  which  it  is 
usually  exhibited,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt 
a  cure  in  that  manner.  There  is  probably  in 
every  such  debility  a  tendency  to  putrescency, 
which  this  medicine  will  infallibly  increase,  if 
used  in  large  quantities.  This  matter  is,  in- 
deed, at  present  an  uncertain  one ;  and  not  yet 
regulated  by  any  fixed  points,  or  well  adjusted 
scale  ;  but  though  unascertained,  these  points 
are  still  discoverable.  I  must  request  of  the 
reader  to  return  back  to  that  remarkable  case 
of  unexpected  salivation  from  a  topic  to  the 
skin,  formerly  mentioned ;  he  will  thence  see 
the  great  difficulty  of  effecting  a  cure  under  the 
disadvantages  of  a  pox  thoroughly  established, 
in  a  habit  injured  by  climate,  intemperance, 
and  disease.  But  great  as  the  difficulty  was,  it 
is  evident  to  me,  if  this  person's  constitution 
had  not  been  greatly  debilitated,  and  his  secre- 
tory organs  very  much  relaxed  by  a  warm  cli- 
mate, under  which  situation  he  was  probably 
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strongly  disposed  to  salivate  readily ;  that  the 
local  application  of  a  powerful  mercurial  to  the 
pustules  on  the  surface  of  his  body  would  not 
have  rendered  the  cure  more  difficult,  nor 
caused  that  repullulation  of  symptoms  which 
affected  him  for  so  long  a  time.  It  is  evident 
from  this  instance  that  a  certain  degree  of 
strength  and  health  are  absolutely  necessary ; 
not  only  to  support  the  constitution,  under  the 
powerful  action  of  this  medicine,  but  that  this 
action  cannot  be  made  to  take  place  fully  and 
fairly  without  them.  And  it  also  shews  that 
a  mercurial  topic  even  to  a  venereal  eruption 
may  be  hurtful. 

I  cannot  close  the  cure  of  this  division  of 
symptoms,  without  calling  the  reader's  atten- 
tion once  more  to  the  leading  principles  of 
practice,  contained  in  the  foregoing  pages.  I 
will  shelter  myself  under  no  subterfuge,  nor 
court  the  applause  of  the  world,  by  humouring 
prevailing  ignorance,  or  unjust  prejudices:  what 
experience  has  fully  shewn  me  that  I  will  ven- 
ture to  disclose,  let  the  consequences  be  as  they 
may.  And  I  do  assert,  and  from  long  obser- 
vation, that  when  salivation  can  be  conducted 
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with  the  precautions  mentioned  in  some  of  the 
foregoing  pages,  so  as  to  bring  on  the  proper 
decisive  effects  of  the  medicine,  within  the  short 
period  of  little  more  than  three  weeks,  that  it 
is  both  as  a  method  of  cure  for  secondary  symp- 
toms, and  as  a  mode  of  using  mercury,  infi- 
nitely more  certain  in  its  operation,  and  less, 
hurtful  to  the  constitution,  than  any  other  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  To  compare  an  alte- 
rative course  with  it  would  be  to  depreciate  it ; 
and  it  is  much  more  safe  than  any  other  modifi- 
cation of  ordinary  salivation,  in  which  the  cure 
under  confinement  runs  out  to  a  much  greater 
length  ;  because  the  quantity  of  mercury  em- 
ployed is  much  less,  and  its  effects  by  no  means 
violent. 

If  it  be  objected  that  this  time  of  cure  is  too 
short;  I  say  if  the  state  of  the  patient  be  such 
as  to  bear  31.  or  giss.  ung.  trier  cur.  fort,  at  each 
friction  during  the  first  week ;  gij.  or  more 
during  the  second  week,  and  a  small  quantity 
more  during  the  third  week,  that  the  proper 
effects  may  be  produced  in  many  cases  within 
this  period.  I  regret  very  much  that  a  propen- 
sity to  salivate  too  readily  will  too  often  render 
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these  doses  and  this  plan  improper;  and  on 
the  other  hand  an  inaptitude  to  salivation  will  J 
sometimes  unavoidably  prolong  the  time  of  cure, 
and  increase  the  aggregate  quantity  of  the  me- 
dicine. But  when  the  case  is  clearly  otherwise; 
when  the  remedy  acts  in  a  kindly  manner,  gra- 
dually producing  a  tendency  to  a  sore  mouth, 
and  allowing  also  of  that  gradual  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  the  medicine,  to  the  beginning 
or  middle  of  the  third  week,  the  decisive  effects 
then  shewing  themselves  fully,  I  say  when  a 
patient  is  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  constitu- 
tion that  will  allow  of  this,  that  such  method  of 
cure  has  ever  appeared  to  me  much  more  safe 
and  effectual  than  any  other.  If  it  will  cure 
venereal  ophthalmiae,  venereal  sarcoceles,  gum- 
matous swellings,  nodes,  obstinate  venereal  ul- 
cerations of  the  tongue,  Sec.  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  its  curing  other  symptoms  ;  and  that 
it  has  frequently  done  this,  I  can  very  safely 
aver. 
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When  treating  of  these  symptoms  it  wa* 
said,  that  they  might  be  divided  into  three 
classes,  namely  ;  into  those  which  were  owing 
to  the  suppressed  and  remote  effects  of  the 
remedy,  when  improperly  used ;  into  those 
which  were  the  genuine  effects  of  the  disease, 
but  appearing  in  a  broken,  and  as  it  were,  dis- 
jointed manner  ;  and  that  others  were  indeed 
the  consequences  of  the  disease,  but  without 
latent  venereal  mischief. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  classes, 
having  quoted  the  case  of  the  girl  who  was  un- 
der Dr.  Sylvester's  care,  mentioned  in  the  Lon- 
don Mjedical  Observations,  I  must  add,  that  in 
the  sarne  valuable  work,  Vol.  VI.  there  is 
another  instance,  given  by  Dr.  Dobson,  of  a 
train  of  anomalous,  mercurial  symptoms,  arising 
from  a  suppressed  salivation.  These  and  the 
case  already  mentioned,  are  sufficient  proofs 
that  disagreeable  consequences  do  sometimes 
follow,  when  a  check  has  been  given  to  the 
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natural  action  of  this  medicine  on  the  salivary 
glands  and  skin.  Having  also  adduced  two  in- 
stances of  palsy,  which  I  think  may  very  fairly 
be  set  to  the  same  account,  I  shall  pass  over 
the  ill  effects,  which  do  sometimes  come  on  in 
a  severe  alterative  course,  from  the  action  of 
cold,  drinking,  and  other  irregularities,  when 
the  system  is  loaded  with  this  medicine,  and  in 
the  act  of  producing  its  putrefactive  and  eva- 
cuant  effects;  at  a  time  when  the  pulse  is  un- 
avoidably raised  to  a  very  high  pitch  with  every 
pore,  and  every  secretion  open.  And  having 
called  the  reader's  attention  to  these  facts,  in  the 
present  universal  phrensy  for  alterative  methods 
of  cure,  I  can  only  lament  that  the  obvious 
means  of  prevention,  I  mean  an  exclusion  from 
a  free  communication  with  the  external  atmos- 
phere, under  a  mild  and  well  regulated  regimen, 
is  not  more  generally  practised.  Having  shewn 
that  even  in  the  warm  climate  of  Venice  arid 
Italy   such  a  precaution  was  centuries  ao-o 

to 

adopted,  I  am  astonished  to  find  that  it  has  not 
more  generally  prevailed  in  this  country:  a 
country,  from  the  great  variability  of  its  at- 
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mosphere,  more  inimical  to  the  action  of  mer- 
cury than  any  other. 

I  shall  next  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
some  other  circumstances,  in  the  operation  of 
the  remedy,  worthy  our  most  serious  atten- 
tion. If  we  are  to  set  the  intrinsic  merit  of  a 
mercurial  course  under  regimen  and  confine- 
ment, as  a  means  of  curing  the  disease,  out  of 
the  question,  and  compare  the  effects  of  the 
remedy,  when  used  in  this  way,  with  a  long 
and  severe  alterative  course,  we  shall  see  a 
considerable  difference.  In  the  one,  there  is  a 
quick,  operation  of  the  remedy  opposed  to  a 
slow  one;  in  the  other,  effects  which  are  na- 
tural and  unequivocal,  opposed  to  a  laborious 
and  often  a  suppressed  action ;  in  the  one,  a 
complete  and  speedy  subsidence  of  all  the  dis- 
agreeable phenomena  necessarily  attending  its 
operation  ;  in  the  other,  a  number  of  com- 
plaints clearly  deducible  from  its  retention,  and 
from  its  continuing  to  exert  its  effects  for  a 
length  of  time  on  the  constitution,  after 
the  patient  has  ceased  to  use  it.  In  one 
person  I  remember  salivation  was  produced  by 
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dancing  six  weeks  after  the  discontinuance  of 
an  alterative  course  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  note 
that  this  salivation,  though  violent,  did  not 
prevent  the  termination  of  the  disease  in  nodes. 
I  have  often  seen,  even  several  months  after 
the  use  of  mercury  in  this  way,  that  sore 
throats,  resembling  slight  mercurial  affections 
of  the  fauces,  would  come  on,  last  a  few  days, 
and  then  go  ;  and  upon  a  slight  cold,  dancing, 
drinking,  or  using  violent  exercise,  return  again; 
which  sufficiently  prove  that  a  portion  of  mer- 
cury, in  each  of  these  cases,  was  actually  exist- 
ing in  the  system  in  a  state  of  suppression;  to 
which  portion  one  or  more  of  the  above  circum- 
stances, by  increasing  the  circulation,  gave  the 
usual,  though  slight  effect,  on  the  mouth  and 
salivary  glands.    And  these  anomalous  mercu- 
rial effects  I  have  very  frequently  observed  many 
months  after  the  discontinuance  of  an  altera- 
live  course. 

Some  of  the  effects  of  this  medicine  were 
said  to  be  putrefactive — when  these  have  been 
kept  up  in  the  system  for  a  length  of  time,  as 
\fi  the  case  of  the  Medical  Gentleman  from 
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America,  page  12Q,  vol.  i.  perhaps  a  disposition 
truly  scorbutic,  may  be  raised.  By  scorbutic, 
I  here  mean  a  putrid  disease,  resembling,  in 
some  respects,  the  sea  scurvy.  And  this  will, 
in  some  measure,  account  for  that  tenderness 
of  the  fibula  and  periosteum  of  which  this  per- 
son complained,  and  which  ceased  upon  his 
discontinuing  the  medicine. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  obstinate  rheu- 
matic pains,  of  the  chronic  kind,  sometimes 
follow  upon  the  free  use  of  mercury,  when  it  is 
considered  that  quick  and  frequent  transitions 
from  heat  to  cold  will  frequently  produce  them 
in  those  who  have  never  been  under  a  mercurial 
course.  It  matters  not  whether  the  pores  be 
opened  and  the  body  be  heated  by  violent  exer- 
cise, or  by  the  strong  action  of  such  a  stimu- 
lant as  mercury  ;  in  either  case,  the  transition 
upon  the  application  of  cold,  must  be  great ; 
whether  that  cold  arises  from  the  evaporation 
produced  by  the  contact  of  wet  cloaths  with 
the  surface  of  the  body ;  from  an  imprudent 
exposure  to  a  current  of  air;  or  from  the  action 
of  the  dry  easterly  winds  of  this  country  on 
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that  vapour  which  is  constantly  flying  off  fit  in 
the  skin,  and  is  called  the  insensible  perspira- 
tion.   How  many  hundreds  are  there  who 
overlook,  or  really  are  ignorant  of  the  critical 
situation  in  which  mercurial  courses  unavoid- 
ably place  them,  and  indulge  in  all  their  usual 
amusements,   riding,  dancing,   drinking,  Sec. 
That  many  have  irreparably  injured  their  con- 
stitutions by  irregularities  of  this  kind,  and  that 
some  have  fallen  victims,  at  a  very  early  period 
of  life,  to  acute  diseases  of  the  peripneumonic 
kind,  I  have  no  doubt;  and  from  these  causes 
solely. 

I  know  not  what  those  persons  mean  who 
in  the  endeavour  to  produce  a  cure  for  Lues 
Venerea  in  all  its  stages,  with  safety  and  suc- 
cess, by  alterative  methods,  when  they  more- 
over say  they  can  do  no  harm  in  a  climate 
like  that  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  an  imposition 
on  the  credulity  of  the  world,  and  on  suffering 
humanity  !  for  frequently  they  not  only  do  not 
cure,  but  they  often  lay  the  foundation  of  ill 
health  for  life.  How  many  unfortunate  men 
and  females  in  this  great  city  have  lost  their 
lives  by  exposing  themselves  to  cold  dur- 
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ing  the  use  of  mercury  in  an  alterative  way, 
without  obtaining  a  cure  for  their  com- 
plaints ! 

Having  shewn  that  the  action  of  this  medi- 
cine has  a  tendency  to  increase  the  disposition 
to  hectic  in  every  the  best  possible  tempera- 
ment, but  more  particularly  in  that  in  which 
the  constitution  is  highly  and  delicately  sangui- 
neous, in  order  to  determine  whether  this  me- 
dicine, so  absolutely  necessary  for  the  extir- 
pation of  venereal  complaints,    can  be  em- 
ployed in  the  one  method  with  more  safety 
than  the  other.    I  have  only  to  enumerate  the 
leading  circumstances  of  each  method,  and 
will  then  leave  the  question  with  any  medical 
man.    In  the  alterative  method  there  must  be 
a  larger  quantity  used  than  in  the  other  ;  that 
quantity,  large  as  it  generally  is,   must  act 
for  a  much  longer  space  of  time  ;  that  na- 
tural cure  for  its  stimulating  effects,  the  deple- 
tion of  the  lymphatic  system,   which  takes 
place  when  the  mouth  is  affected  in  the  other 
methods,  is  repressed  in  this  by  exposure  to 
air,   and   some   other    secretion    must  sup- 
ply the  deficiency;  that  secretion  may  take 
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place   from   the   V.Mt+ys   or  tin-.   *k>o,  or 
from  both  ;       horn  tluj  j>ore*  of  t\w.  >kin, 
the  patient  run*  a*  much  ri^ue  upon  m  on~ 
ywU-A  exjx/sure  to  cold  as  he  d'>e*  who, 
after  heating  hi*  l/xly  with  violet  *xerCi*e, 
expose*  bim*clf  to  the  tww  <ku%*ir',  but  with 
this  very  material  difference  in  the  two  cam; 
that,  in  the  one,  the  animal  juice*  are  not  in- 
jured prcviou*  to  Midi  exposure,  but  ii^  the 
other,  they  have  been  long  worked  upon  by 
a  me/iicine  which  produce*  general  del/nity, 
and  incline*  them  to  a  particular  specie*  of 
attenuation,  or  putrefaction.    And,  if  a  topi- 
cal peripneurnonic  inflammation,   in  such  a 
case,  occurs,  it  i*  generally  violent,  and,  from 
the  tendency  in  the  habit  to  putridity,  is  ac- 
companied with  a  jxjeuliar  degree  of  acrimony, 
fn  ;-.hort,   if  the  one  method  l>c  wtjl  con- 
ducted, Upon  the  completion  of  a  cure,  the 
symptom*  of  the  discav,  and  the  effect*  of 
the  remedy  subside  together.    Not  so  in  the 
other,  for  though  the  disease  U;  cured,  time 
alone  can  take  off"  its  stimulating  effects;  and, 
till  they  perfectly  subside,    be  it  for  weeks 
or  month*,  so  long  must  the  person  treated 
vol.  (i.  K 
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be  liable,  upon  committing  any  indiscretion, 
to  the  accidents  I  have  enumerated. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  that  hectic,  which 
does  not  arise  from  the  venereal  disease, 
but  from  irregularities  or  mismanagement,  in 
a  habit  already  predisposed;  I  can  only  say, 
that  it  is  much  more  easy  to  prevent  its  ill 
consequences,  by  an  early  and  proper  atten- 
tion to  regimen,  habit,  and  the  mode  of 
using  mercury,  than  to  cure  it,  As  a  situa-, 
tion  of  this  sort  comes  more  immediately 
within  the  province  of  the  physician  than  sur- 
geon, I  shall  only  remark,  that  when  such 
tendency  to  hectic  has  been  greatly  heighten- 
ed, during  a  mercurial  course,  by  one  or  more 
colds,  or  other  accidents  ;  if  there  is  much 
hardness  of  the  pulse,  a  cough,  or  other  symp- 
toms, indicating  the  slightest  peripneumonic 
inflammation,  that  the  specific  should  be  im- 
mediately discontinued  ;  and,  when  these 
pymptpms  are  removed,  it  may  be  afterwards 
employed  in  a  more  careful  manner.  There 
are  only  a  few  venereal  symptoms  which  are 
immediately,  or  suddenly  dangerous  :  and  even 
these  are  generally  of  less  consequence  than 
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the  accidents  above  mentioned.  Besides  that 
kind  of  medical  treatment  which  these  cir- 
cumstances sometimes  render  necessary,  but 
which  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into;  the  flan- 
nels should  be  changed  for  clean,  ones,  the 
pores  of  the  skin  should  be  kept  open  by  mo- 
derate warmth,  within  the  house,  and,  as 
a  means  of  quieting  the  universal  irritation, 
opium,  after  proper  evacuations,  &c.  will  fre- 
quently be  of  the  greatest  service.  When  it 
can  be  used  with  propriety,  it  will,  I  believe, 
be  found  the  best  (and  indeed  in  many  cases) 
the  only  remedy  against  the  stimulating  effects 
of  mercury. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  chronic 
rheumatism,  arising  as  a  consequence  of  inat- 
tention, during  an  alterative  course,  or  after 
a  cure  under  confinement,  I  must  refer  the 
reader  to  the  general  practice  of  physic,  for 
similar  affections.  I  can  only  say,  that  the 
properties  of  Guaiacum  seem  to  me  admirably 
well  adapted  to  this  particular  case.  If  the 
pains  which  sometimes  follow  the  free  use  of 
mercury  be  carefully  attended  to,  it  will,  I 
believe,  be  generally  found,  that  stimulants, 

K  2 
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©f  whatever  kind  they  may  be,  will  have,  at 
least,  a  temporary  good  effect.    Whether  this 
arises  from  the  sedative  power  which  the  spe- 
cific, alter  a  long  use  of  it,  exerts  upon  the  con- 
stitution, I  cannot  say,  but  having  often  no- 
ticed the  good  effects  of  other  stimulants,  it 
is,  I  think,  probable,  that  the  above  medicine 
maybe  singularly  useful.  And,  on  asimilar  prin- 
ciple, the  mercurial  preparations  in  small  doses 
have  been  frequently  employed  with  success. 
As  a  powerful  assistant  to  the  natural  action 
of  the  specific,  in  whatever  way  it  may  be 
deemed  necessary  to  use  it,  no  man,  in  a 
climate  like  that   of  England,  should  ever 
venture  upon  an  alterative  course,  without  de- 
fending his  body  with  a  callico,  or,  what  is 
better,  a  flannel  shirt,  flannel  drawers,  and 
worsted  understqekings ;  nor  should  any  one 
go  suddenly  into  the  open  air,  after  a  course 
under  confinement,  without  the  same  precau- 
tions.   So  necessary  was  this  precaution,  that 
our  wise  forefathers  in  the  different  locks  of 
Jjondon,  thought  it  necessary  that,  even  in  a 
warm  ward,  patients  should  have  flannel  shirts, 
flannel  drawers,  and  flannel  stockings,  with 
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the  additional  covering  of  a  warm  bed.  How 
different  is  this  from  exposure  to  cold  at  all 
seasons  in  the  open  air.  And  the  same  prac- 
tice still  prevails  I  believe  in  most  of  the  hos- 
pitals of  London. 

Trifling  as  these  circumstances  may  seem,  the 
neglect  of  them  has,  I  am  convinced,  cost  many 
a  man  his  life,  and  been  the  true  cause  of  ill  health 
to  no  inconsiderable  number  of  individuals. 

With  respect  to  those  anomalous  symptoms, 
in  which  the  disease  may  be  said  to  be  rather 
suppressed  than  cured,  they  are,  though  sup- 
pressed, either  clearly  venereal,  or  they  are 
obscurely  so.  If  the  former  should  be  the 
case,  they  must  be  treated  as  other  secondary 
symptoms;  but  if  the  syphilitic  appearances  and 
symptoms  should  be  doubtful,  the  matter  be- 
comes delicate,  and  should  be  well  considered. 
Under  these  circumstances,  absolute  certainty 
is  not  always  to  be  gained,  even  from  the 
most  minute  investigation.  The  symptoms  may 
warrant  the  suspicion  of  a  latent  disease, 
and  yet  not  amount  to  a  complete  proof  that 
such  disease  is  the  cause  of  them.  Under 
such  a  situation,  much  attention  should  be 
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paid  to  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  and 
to  his  feelings.  If  a  man  thinks  at  all,  the 
idea  of  having  the  lurking  seeds  of  this  deplo- 
rable  malady  within  him,  is  a  sword  perpetually 
hanging  over  his  head;  it  mixes  with  his  most 
secret  thoughts,  damps  every  pursuit,  and  poi- 
sons every  comfort  of  his  life.  There  are  cer- 
tainly many  men,  whose  minds  are  more  injured 

than  their  bodies ;  but  when  a  practitioner,  from 
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a  due  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  though 
he  cannot  say,  positively,  that  the  symptoms 
amount  to  what  is  strictly  speaking  venereal, 
yet,  if  it  is  probable  that  they  will,  in  a 
course  of  time,  become  so,  it  is  a  presump- 
tion to  go  upon.  In  this,  as  in  some  other 
critical  situations,  the  man  of  judgment  will 
sometimes  find  enough  to  direct  him  without  clear 
and  absolute  proof;  and  when  that  judgment  has 
been  duely  formed,  it  is  for  the  patient  to  de- 
termine, whether  he  will  be  guided  by  it ; 
and,  by  taking  a  bold  and  decided  part, '  free 
himself,  at  once,  from  all  probable  danger, 
by  submitting  to  a  full  and  unequivocal  opera- 
tion from  the  remedy.  When  it  is  consi- 
'  *lered  how  forcibly  the  idea  of  latent  venereal 
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mischief  will  act  upon  some  minds,  even  to 
the  production  of  diseases,  no  less  distressing, 
and  infinitely  more  difficult  of  cure  than  the 
venereal,  I  think  of  two  evils,  a  man  chuses 
the  least,  who  pursues  the  great  hroad  line  or 
conduct,  and,  by  following  that,  either  cures 
himself  of  the  disease,  if  he  has  it ;  or,  what 
is  sometimes  no  less  distressing,  of  his  appre- 
hensions, if  he  has  not. 

When  I  say  this,  I  must  remind  the  reader 
that  there  are  some  constitutions  so  framed  by 
nature,  that  they  will  bear  mercurial  courses 
with  perfect  safety  ;  nay  there  are  probably 
some,  which  mercury  will  essentially  serve;  but 
there  are  others  which  it  will  certainly  injure: 
and  this  last  consideration  should  always  ope- 
rate, as  a  powerful  dissuasive. 

Having  explained  my  sentiments  on  this  dif- 
ficult matter,  with  that  openness  and  freedom, 
which  experience  has  insensibly  led  me  to,  and 
which  reason,  I  hope,  will  warrant,  I  must  add, 
that  it  has  been  long  a  desideratum  to  procure 
relief,  in  anomalous  cases,  by  less  certain  and 
direct  means.  The  small  progress  hitherto 
made  in  our  knowledge  of  the  suppressed  state 
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of  the  disease,  our  ignorance  of  the  remote  ef- 
fects of  the  remedy,  and  of  the  consequences 
frequently  arising  from  accidents  which  happen, 
either  during,  or  subsequent  to  a  cure,  have 
given  to  modern  quackery  the  appearance  of 
doing  more  than  it  can,  injustice,  pretend  to. 

In  every  stage  of  Lues  Venerea  the  symp- 
toms may  certainly  be  damped,  though  the  dis- 
ease be  not  cured.  In  proportion  as  it  has  been 
more  or  less  broken  down  by  the  previous 
means  of  cure,  so  it  is  easy  to  keep  it  under. — 
And  in  this  way,  from  the  slightest  effects  of 
the  specific,  may  the  temporary  appearance  of 
a  cure  be  sometimes  produced. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  whether  the  disease, 
after  having  been  more  thoroughly  enervated, 
does  not  sometimes  return  (if  I  may  so  say)  to 
that  leprous  state,  to  which  it,  perhaps,  origi- 
nally owed  its  rise.  If  this  idea  be  well  founded, 
it  may  be  readily  conceived,  that  JEthiops  antim. 
pil.  plumm.  decoct.  Lusitan.*  and  the  smallest 

*  Decoct.  Lusitan.  RAntimon.  crud.  %\.  (innodulo  ligat.) 
Lap.  Pumic.  pp.  (etiam  in  nodulo  ligat.)  Rad.  Sarsap.  China 
contus.  a  ys.  Nuc.jugland.  i/iteg.  No.  X.  Coquc  in  aq.fontan. 
lib.  iv.  ad.  lib.  ij.  ct  cola. 
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doses  of  the  saline  preparations  of  mercury  may 
have  been  eminently  useful.  With  respect  to  the 
decoct,  lusit.  there  may  be  many  prescriptions 
for  this  medicine  ;  but  the  most  unexception- 
able I  have  seen,  is  that  which  bears  the  name 
of  Van  Svvieten.  If  this  medicine  be  duely 
considered,  there  are  but  two  ingredients  of 
any  efficacy  in  it;  these  are  the  antim.  crud. 
and  nuc.  jugland.  for  with  respect  to  the 
Sarsaparilla  and  China,  they  seem  to  be  in  too 
small  quantities  to  be  really  serviceable ;  and  as 
to  the  pumice  stone,  I  .know  of  no  kind  of  use  it 
can  possibly  be  in  the  composition. 

There  is  reason  to  think  that  both  Sarsapa- 
rilla and  China,  in  larger  doses,  may  be  of  es- 
sential service;  the  former  has  been  said  to  act 
as  a  sedative  in  taking  off  the  stimulating  effects 
of  mercury  on  the  system,  as  well  as  an  anti- 
venereal.  The  latter,  I  suspect,  has  a  strong 
antivenereal  power. 

However,  I  believe  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  the  good  effects  of  both  antimony  and  nuc. 
jugland.  in  leprous  affections ;  and  if  the  medi- 
cine possesses  any  activity,  it  is  principally  to 
them  that  it  owes  its  reputation. 

VOL.  II.  k  5 
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Having  explained  that  decisive  conduct  which 
should,  in  my  opinion,  direct  us,  both  in  re- 
gard to  the  diagnosis,  and  after  that,  in  the 
method  of  cure;  I  leave  every  man  at  liberty  to 
combat  doubtful  symptoms  by  an  indecisive 
and  equivocal  treatment;  for  my  own  part,  I 
will  not  do  it.  Having  once  fixed  what  the 
disease  probably  is,  I  know  of  no  plan  so  unex- 
ceptionable as  that  I  have  pointed  out;  and 
the  method  pursued  should,  I  apprehend,  be 
conducted  under  confinement,  by  uniting  fric- 
tions with  the  saline  preparations  of  mercury, 
and  availing  ourselves,  according  to  circumstan- 
ces, either  of  Guaiacum,  Sarsaparilla,  or  both. 
A  very  successful  instance  of  cure,  upon  a  plan 
of  this  kind  may  be  seen,  vol.  i.  p.  344.  That 
cure  was  effected  twenty  years  ago,  and  the  lady 
has  ever  since  enjoyed  perfect  health:  and  many 
more  instances  df  success,  from  a  similar  mode 
of  treatment,  might  be  given. 

Having,  in  the  foregoing  pages,  shewn  in  a 
great  variety  of  circumstances  that  the  great 
leading  ejects  of  the  specific  must  be  attended 
to,  in  every  mode  of  cure,  how  much  soever 
the  several  methods  may  be  diversified  by  the 


Cure  of  Anomalous  Symptoms.  139 

preparations  used  by  the  combination  of  one 
preparation  with  another,  or  by  uniting  the 
power  of  other  medicines  with  the  anti venereal 
properties  of  mercury;  I  must  request  of  the 
reader  to  observe  that  the  decisive  effects  have 
been  shewn  to  be  precisely  the  same,  whether 
they  are  raised  at  an  early  or  late  period.    "W  ith 
these  a  practitioner  may,  if  he  pleases,  begin  ; 
but  with  these,  he  should,  in  my  opinion,  if 
he  means  to  cure  the  disease,  as  well  as  take 
off  the  symptoms,  always  end  his  course.  It 
should  never  be  forgotten,  that  in  some  habits 
there  should  be  a  proper  affection  of  the  mouth, 
or  bowels,  and  that  the  former  should  be  kept 
up  by  the  reiterated  stimulus  of  the  great  spe- 
cific, in  some  form  or  other,  till  the  cure  is  ef- 
fected.   And  in  habits  the  contrary  of  these, 
in  which  the  slightest  effects  on  the  mouth 
only  can  be   raised,   the  practitioner  should 
never  be  inattentive  to  the  great  degree  of 
lassitude  which  always  attends  the  antivene- 
real  operation  of  the  medicine  when  it  cures, 
nor  be  satisfied  with  the  quantity  of  mercury, 
how  large  soever  it  may  be,  without  such  its 
natural  effect ;  and  above  all,  not  to  disregard 
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the  great  and  manifest  advantages  of  a  warm 
room,  as  conducing,  with  frictions,  or  the 
ehymical  preparations  of  mercury,  to  bring  on 
this  lassitude,  and  that  putrefactive  attenuation, 
or  fusion  of  the  animal  juices,  (if  I  may  so  call 
it)  which  mercury,  and  only  mercury,  of  all 
other  substances  hitherto  discovered,  has  the 
property  of  producing. 
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In  giving  the  medical  treatment  of  Lacs 
Venerea,  properly  so  called,  we  have  shewn 
that  it  was  a  disease  highly  infectious,  of  a  very 
singular  kind,  and  in  general  curable  without 
much  difficulty,  by  apportioning  an  indetermi- 
nate  quantity,  and  the  known  effects  of  mer- 
cury, to  its  different  stages.  Inflammation, 
if  we  except,  generally  speaking,  one  or  two 
particular  symptoms,  made  no  part  of  the  dis- 
ease, nor  was  it  necessary  to  attend  to  it  in  the 
treatment.  The  curative  indications  were  prin- 
cipally fixed  to  infection,  and  to  the  most 
obvious  means  of  counteracting  and  destroy- 
ing it. 

But  in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  the  road  is  by 
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no  means  so  easy,  nor  is  the  treatment  so  sim- 
ple. For  admitting  the  syphilitic  origin  of  this 
disease,  we  have  in  the  cure  inflammation  as 
well  as  infection  to  struggle  with  ;  and  when  in 
this  combination  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
remedy  for  infection  is  not  always,  not  only 
no  remedy  for  the  inflammation,  with  which  it 
is  most  frequently  blended,  but  in  many  habits 
diametrically  opposite  to  such  affection ;  it  will 
be  clearly  perceived  that  the  management  of 
this  disease  will  often  require,  both  on  the 
part  of  the  patient  and  practitioner,  much  care 
and  attention.  It  is  from  this  combination  of 
what  I  conceive  to  be  two  contrary  principles 
that  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew,  although  mer- 
cury be  the  only  remedy  in  a  Pox,  yet,  when 
applied  to  the  system  it  is  no  cure  for  those 
high  inflammatory  symptoms  which  too  fre- 
quently mark  a  Clap  ;  and  that  the  latter,  in  its 
character,  approaches  much  nearer  to  the  na- 
ture of  an  acute  inflammatory  disease,  than  the 
true  Lues  Venerea  already  described  :  in  that, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  shew  that  mercury 
cured  by  its  specific  effects,  but  in  this  disease 
those  effects  tend  rather  to  relieve,  under  cer- 
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tain  circumstances,  than  to  cure rather  as- 
sisting nature,  and  other  means,  than  ac- 
tually accomplishing  a  cure,  b)  its  an ti  venereal 
power. — When  I  say  this,  I  confine  the  asser- 
tion to  its  action  on  the  system  in  general, 
with  a  reference  to  the  natural  cure  and  parti- 
cular habits. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  from  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  Gonorrhoea  as  described  by  writers 
on  syphilis,  to  the  present  time,  it  has  not  only 
been  frequently  but  successfully  treated  in  many 
different  ways,  without  any  other  than  an  im- 
perfect theory  having  been  formed,  as  a  founda- 
tion for  practice.  The  old  idea  of  Brasovolus, 
tliat  the  discharge  consisted  pituitosae  materia 
prava  qualitate  gallica  affectae,  has  been  adoptee} 
by  many  of  the  subsequent  writers,  and  even 
by  Boerhaave  himself.  That  it  was,  and  is  a 
modification  of  the  venereal  disease,  has  been 
believed,  either  tacitly  or  avowedly,  not  only 
by  him,  but  almost  by  the  unanimous  consent 
of  all  practitioners  living  or  dead  since  his  time. 
A  doctrine  so  generally  received  is  probably 
well  founded,  more  especially  as  a  late  experi- 
ment, though  it  may  not  give  entire  conviction 
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as  to  the  truth  of  the  more  ancient  opinion, 
yet  tends  to  confirm  it.  And  what  should  be 
fairly  put  in  the  same  scale  is  the  fact,  that  the 
general  effects  of  mercury  under  certain  states 
of  the  body  (as  I  shall  hereafter  attempt  to 
shew)  seem  to  lead  to  the  same  conclusion ; 
although  these  effects  in  Gonorrhoea  may  cer- 
tainly be  explained  on  other  principles. 

There  appears  to  have  been  no  small  degree 
of  inconsistency  between  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  some  writers  on  Gonorrhoea.  For  al- 
though  they  have  considered  it  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  venereal  disease,  they  have  treated 
it  as  a  mere  catarrhous  affection.  Hence  arose 
the  use  of  such  medicines  as  were  supposed  to 
operate  particularly  on  what  were  called  pitui- 
tous  humours  ;  and  hence  also  originated  their 
use  of  drastic  and  hydragogue  purgatives.  So 
different,  for  a  considerable  period,  was  the 
established  theory  of  this  disease  from  the 
established  practice  !  And  even  so  late  as  the 
time  of  Dr.  Sydenham,  if  his  natural  history  be 
compared  with  his  method  of  cure,  it  will  be 
found  that  he  blended  Gonorrhoea  with  Chan- 
ere,  when  in  the  same  history  he  considered 
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them  both  primordia  of  Lues  Venerea;  and 
that  although  his  practice  in  the  cure  of  the 
two  affections  plainly  contradicted  such  distinc- 
tion. In  short,  the  majority  of  the  first  and 
subsequent  writers  have  believed  what  is  proba- 
bly the  fact — that  this  disease  is  a  branch  of 
the  Venereal.  This  idea  they  carried  along 
with  them  in  their  descriptions  of  its  history, 
and  to  that  extent,  that  some  of  them  have 
supposed  it  an  internal  Chancre,  that  is,  a 
Chancre  within  the  urethra  ;  although  at  the 
same  time  had  they  attended  to  their  methods 
of  cure  in  Gonorrhoea,  they  must  have  known 
that  the  consequences  of  such  supposed  inter- 
nal Chancre  were  very  different  from  an  external 
one.  For  so  long  as  the  discharge  in  Gonor- 
rhoea was  suffered  to  continue,  without  any 
premature  check,  they  might  have  perceived 
that  the  disease  would  generally  end  happily, 
although  daily  experience  shewed  them  that 
a  common  external  Chancre  was  not  to  be  cured 
by  dint  of  purging,  or  by  suffering  such  Chan- 
cre to  pursue  its  natural  course  simply,  or  un- 
der that  kind  of  treatment.  But  ajt  the  same 
time  I  must  remark,  that  there  may  be  Char.- 

VOL.  If.  Jj 
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cres  not  only  immediately  within  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra,  hut  deeper  seated. 

If  it  be  asked,  how  it  has  happened  that 
under  a  theory  so  vague,  and  a  practice  so  irre- 
concilable to  it,  cures  could  have  been  con- 
ducted for  more  than  two  centuries  ?  I  answer- 
That  from  the  mere  contemplation  of  symp- 
toms, when  joined  to  a  very  moderate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  effects  of  medicine,  cures  may 
be  effected  in  many  diseases,  but  more  particu- 
larly in  this,  which  has  a  natural  cure  of  its 
own.  For  here  the  operations  of  nature,  being 
generally  stronger  than  those  of  art,  will  go  on, 
though  the  theory  be  defective,  and  the  prac- 
tice unscientific,  and  even  under  these  disad- 
vantages ultimately  prevail.  But  in  order  to 
this  it  seems  necessary  that  the  means  of  relief 
should  not  absolutely  counteract  this  salutary 
work  of  nature  ;  and  this  may  be  one  reason  at 
least  why  this  disease  has  been  so  often  cured 
in  a  great  variety  of  different  ways. 

In  the  early  stage  of  a  fever  there  is  some- 
times no  small  difficulty  in  determining  its  true 
character  ;  but  in  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea 
there  can  seldom  be  the  same  kind  of  embarrass- 
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merit.    For  admitting  it  to  be  the  offspring  of 
infection,  its  general  character  appears  to  be 
inflammatory  ;  as  is  e\  ident,  when  the  disease 
is  fairly  formed  from  its  most  striking  symp- 
toms.   The  difficulty  of  cure  most  frequently 
depending  on  the  degree  of  existing  inflamma- 
tion ;  and  when  from  the  nature  of  the  habit 
there  is  little  or  no  inflammation,  or  when  the 
inflammation  has  been  sufficiently  moderated 
by  art ;  in  both  cases  the  symptoms  are  compa- 
ratively milder,  and  the  disease  more  easily- 
cured  than  under  opposite  circumstances.— 
And  mercury  in  such  cases,  and  under  certain 
other  circumstances,  whether  it  be  applied 
locally  in  the  way  of  inunction,  or  whether  it 
be  given  by  the  mouth,  will  have  a  very  good 
effect   in   forwarding  a  cure ;    and  that  in 
much  smaller  doses  than  will  be  wanted  to 
check  the  progress  of  a  Chancre,  or  any  other 
symptom  truly  venereal.    I  have  often  observed 
a  few  grains  of  calomel,  and  a  very  small 
quantity  of  ointment,  terminate  a  Gonorrhoea, 
though  no  sensible  operation  has  been  produced 
by  it  on  the  mouth  or  general  system.  An 
effect  so  different  from  what  occurs  in  the  cure 

l  2 
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of  Chancre  and  other  venereal  symptoms,  that 
it  is  with  me  a  doubt  on  what  principle  mercury 
thus  acts  in  Gonorrhoea,  whether  as  an  antive- 
real,  or  as  a  promoter  of  a  well-digested, 
kindly  increased  secretion. 

If  it  be  true  that  mercury  in  Gonorrhoea  acts 
most  safely,  and  with  the  greatest  certainty, 
when  there  is  but  a  slight  degree  of  inflam- 
mation ;  and  if  the  relief  it  gives  be  generally 
produced  by  using  it  in  small  quantity,  and 
without  those  powerful  general  effects  which 
we  have  shewn  are  necessary  in  the  cure  of 
Lues  Venerea,  it  may  be  successfully  employ- 
ed in  this  disease  without  agitating  further, 
or  pretending  to  settle  the  nature  of  the  gonor- 
rhceal  infection.  These  are  practical  facts 
which  may  stand  without  the  aid  of  any  theory, 
and  be  attended  to,  whether  the  disease  be,  as 
has  been  generally  believed,  a  branch  of  the  ve- 
nereal, or  not.  Practical  knowledge,  when  sup- 
ported by  a  theory  perfectly  unexceptionable, 
and  repeated  experiment,  may  be  considered 
as  forming  a  complete  system.  It  would  be 
extremely  easy,  by  falling  in  with  the  opi- 
nion of  the  day,  to  fabricate  such  a  system. 
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But  as  our  present  knowledge  of  the  nature 
of  gonorrhceal  infection  seems  to  me  imper- 
fect, I  must  depend  principally  on  practice  for 
a  solution  of  some  of  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  treatment  of  this  disease.  The  only 
kind  of  theory  attempted  has  been  a  natural 
history,  as  correct  as  my^pbservations  have  ena- 
bled me  to  make  it;  and  all  I  shall  now  add 
will  be  a  careful  and  faithful  narration  of  the 
effects  of  medicine  in  counteracting  and  curing 
such  disease,  as  far  as  those  effects  have  ap- 
peared clear  and  decisive.  And  this  mode 
of  cure  I  must  adopt,  without  pretending  to 
determine  the  specific  nature  of  the  disease 
treated. — If  any  one  should  be  surprized  at 
this  avowal  of  my  ignorance,  or,  at  least,  un- 
certainty, I  beg  of  him  only  to  reflect  on  the 
treatment  of  the  Small-Pox. — How  it  has  been 
for  ages  well  known.  Physicians  have  at  all 
times,  from  the  days  in  which  it  was  first 
described  by  the  Arabians,  been  well  acquainted 
both  with  its  usual  symptoms  and  its  cure ; 
which  cure,  in  the  variety  of  hands  it  has 
successively  gone  through,  has  been  gradually 
enlarged  and  improved.    Cut  we  do  not  even 
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now  know  the  specific  nature  of  the  infection; 
nor  have  we  any  medicine  that  deserves  the 
name  of  specific  in  its  cure:— and  yet  cares 
have  been  attempted,  and  success  obtained, 
not  by  any  correct  theory  or  notion  of  the 
infection  itself,  but  by  a  sedulous  and  unbias- 
sed attention  to  the  progress  of  the  disease 
in  different  habits ; — to  its  obvious  symptoms 
in  different  stages,  and  to  the  no  less  obvi- 
ous effects  of  medicine  on  these  circumstances. 
If  we  had  waited  for  a  correct  idea  of  the 
nature  of  the  variolous  infection,  we  had 
been  still  to  seek  for  a  general  mode  of  treat- 
ment in  the  natural  Small-Pox  ;  and  still 
without  the  immense  advantages  justly  attribut- 
ed to  inoculation. 

What  I  take  to  be  the  general  character  of 
the  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  was  not  for  many 
ages  known;  and  Dr.  Astruc  was,  I  believe, 
the  first  man  who,  by  joining  the  low  an- 
tiphlogistic plan  of  the  French  to  an 
after  mercurial  treatment,  proved  that  a  com- 
bination of  two  very  different  kinds  of  ef- 
fects would  produce  a  cure.  And  to  him, 
whatever  other  opinions  may  have  since  been 
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adopted,  we  are  much  indebted.  Before  his 
time  writers  do  not  seem  to  have  under- 
stood that  infection  could  produce  inflamma- 
tion, and  that  the  continuance  of  the  latter 
would  keep  up  and  prolong  the  disease  ;  nor 
to  have  believed  that  inflammation  is  the 
great  agent  in  giving  to  gonorrhceal  infec- 
tion so  much  force  and  irritation  as  it  really 
does. 

The  discoveries  in  regard  to  the  effects  of 
a  cooling,  purging,  and  antiphlogistic  plan 
in  checking  the  progress  of  the  eruptive  symp- 
toms after  inoculation  for  the  small-pox,  and 
thereby  lessening  the  number  of  the  pustules, 
were  till  lately  unknown.  And  though  Syden- 
ham, with  his  usual  sagacity,  practically  taught 
that  this  disease  was  of  an  inflammatory  cha- 
racter in  its  first  stage,  and  had  in  conse- 
quence of  that  idea  recommended  a  cooling 
regimen  ;  yet  the  obvious  application  of  a 
similar  doctrine  to  the  Gonorrhoea  has  not 
(as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  inform  myself) 
been  hitherto  made.  Although  all  the  early 
and  remote  infortunia  in  Gonorrhoea  shew 
at  once  the  justness  of  the  principle  and 
parallel ;  and  prove  that  they  are  the  conse- 
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quences  of  inflammation  ingrafted  on  infec- 
tion :  of  course  the  principal  means  of  re- 
lief must  be  derived  from  such  medicines 
and  treatment  as  are  capable  of  appeasing 
inflammatory  irritation  in  the  first  instance, 
and  infection  in  the  second.  Why  do  a 
hernia  humoralis — an  inflammation  in  peri- 
iiaso,  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  ever  arise 
in  Gonorrhoea  ?  From  inflammation  having 
been  translated  or  extended  to  these  parts. 
What  are  the  first  means  of  relief?  Anti- 
phlogistics  :  which,  by  reducing  the  inflam- 
mation, leave  the  Gonorrhoea  in  a  state  or 
stuation  very  similar  to  that  in  which  ft  was 
before  the  commencement  of  those  accidents, 
with  the  irritability  and  tension  of  the  ure- 
thra greatly  lessened,  and  a  return  of  the 
discharge.  ,  Therefore  the  fair  inference  is, 
that  if  no  particular  irritation,  whilst  the 
disease  was  pursuing  its  natural  course  had 
been  applied  in  such  cases,  and  that  natural 
course  had  not  been  checked,  (more  espe- 
cially if  antiphlogistics  had  been  employed 
from  the  beginning,)  these  accidents,  most 
probably,  would  never  have  happened. 

Having  already  fully  shewn  the  foundation 
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on  which  the  received  theory,  that  the  Go- 
norrhoea is  a  branch  of  Lues  Venerea,  rests, 
without  attempting  to  decide  either  on  the 
one  side  or   the   other,    I  shall   leave  the 
question  to  be  hereafter  more  fully  and  satis- 
factorily settled  in  the  way  formerly  pointed 
out ;  and  having  no  where  endeavoured  to 
maintain  that  I  was  not   a  believer  of  the 
general  opinion,  or  saying  more  than  what 
amounts  to  this — "  That  such  opinion  has 
been   admitted   without   sufficient  proof :  I 
shall  proceed  to  practise  on  the  basis  of  na- 
tural  history,    and  shall  endeavour,    in  the 
treatment  of  Gonorrhoea,  to  pursue  the  plan 
long  since  laid  down  by  Sydenham,  for  ex- 
tending the  knowledge  and  cure  of  diseases  ia 
general.     I  am  induced  to   this,    not  only 
because  I  think  the  plan  a  good  one  for  this 
particular  disease  as  well  as  others,   but  be- 
cause some  respectable  practitioners  seem  to 
me  to  have  departed  from  the  old  road  too  in- 
considerately, without  having  been  able  to  find 
out  or  recommend  a  better.    With  respect 
to  our  present  subject,   as  well  as  to  some 
other  parts  of  surgery,  it  may  be  said,  that 
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if  the  natural  history  of  this  disease,  and  the 
effects  of  medicine  in  its  cure,  had  not  been 
lately  too  superficially  treated  ; — if  anatomical 
and   physiological  researches    had  not  been 
svibstituted  for  practice,  and  employed  with  lit- 
tle advantage  in  the  investigation  of  its  nature  ; 
if  we  had  not  been  for  some  years  amused  more 
with  hypothesis,  speculation,  and  refinement, 
than  with  such  practical  facts  as  have  been 
known  and  long  proved,  we  must  have  had  in 
this  disease,  from  so  extraordinary  a  man  as  the 
late  Mr.  John  Hunter,  something  like  the 
Praxis  stabilis  et  consummata  .of  Sydenham. 

Amidst  a  great  profusion  of  curious  but  ex- 
traneous matter,  from  a  great  number  of  useful 
anatomical,  philosophical,  physiological,  and 
medical  observations,  contained  in  Mr.  John 
Hunter's  work  on  the  Venereal  Disease,  I  fear 
the  student  will  in  vain  search  for  that  steady 
and  decisive  practice  which  may  be  said  to  be 
the  perfection  of  the  art.  If  this  gentleman 
had  attended  to  the  practical  truths  promulgated 
in  many  different  authors,  both  in  this  and  the 
last  two  centuries,  we  should  probably  have  had 
m  this  celebrated  work  less  theory,  but  more 
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practical  knowledge.— This  critique  will  apply 
not  only  to  his  treatment  of  Chancre  and  its 
consequences,  but  to  that  of  the  Gonorrhoea 
Virulenta,  in  which  he  has  depended  too  much 
upon  nature,  without  attempting  to  assist  her 
by  art ;  and  that  although  he  admits  the  dis- 
ease to  be  the  effect  of  venereal  infection. 

It  would  be  a  tedious  and  laborious  task  to 
enumerate  the  several  ways  by  which  the  cure 
of  this  disease  has  been  attempted  in  different 
ages.    After  passing  over  a  number  of  other 
writers,  I  shall  therefore  only  take  a  cursory 
view  of  such  modes  of  treatment  as  have  been 
handed  down  to  us,  under  the  celebrated  names 
of  Sydenham,  Boerhaave,  and  Astruc.    I  am 
induced  to  this,  to  shew  that  they  were  not  only 
able  to  cure  it  effectually,  but  their  observa- 
tions, how  defective  soever  they  may  be,  bear 
much  stronger  marks  of  practice  and  useful 
knowledge  than  some  of  the  productions  of  the 
present  day.    I  can  never  bring  myself  to  be- 
lieve that  such  writers  should  be  discarded  as 
old  and  obsolete.    If  they  may  appear  to  some 
persons  defective  in  theory,  I  can  only  say  I 
wish  we  had  less  of  it  in  this  disease  than  we 
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now  have.  Their  practice  was,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, the  foundation  of  the  present :  and  was, 
as  will  be  shewn  in  the  following  pages,  in 
many  respects  excellent.  The  world  has  been 
-long  in  possession  of  their  thoughts ;  and  the 
share  they  have  had  in  improving  our  methods 
of  cure  should  be  acknowledged  with  candour, 
and  repaid  with  gratitude. — Without  entering 
minutely  into  them,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  I 
confine  myself  to  such  particular  obscr,  ations 
as  have  had  a  tendency  to  influence  the  present 
treatment  of  the  disease.  They  who  wish  for 
a  more  full  account  may  consult  the  authors 
themselves.  And  I  am  convinced  they  may 
still  be  read  with  no  less  pleasure  than  advan- 
tage, and  am  sorry  that  the  limits  of  this  work 
will  not  allow  me  to  note  also  many  other  useful 
hints  in  subsequent  writers.  A  student,  when 
of  a  certain  standing  in  the  profession,  cannot 
read  too  much,  nor  be  too  cautious  in  believing 
implicitly,  without  due  consideration,  the  ipse 
dixit  of  any  man.— He  should  pin  his  faith 
principally  on  those  writers  who  have  endea- 
voured to  describe  and  form  a  judgment  of 
symptoms  and  the  effects  of  medicine,  from 
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what  they  have  seen  ;  men  who  could  clearly 
distinguish  the  superior  importance  of  patho- 
logy and  therapeuticks  over  the  useful,  but 
less  productive  science  of  anatomy.  Authentic 
medical  facts  may  be  compared  to  the  well- 
known  characters  of  arithmetic.  They  are  a 
kind  of  universal  language  understood  by  the 
intelligent  of  every  country,  and  are  not  the 
less  valuable  for  having  been  remarked  or  used 
by  others.  Nor  if  it  should  be  urged  that 
they  are  few  in  number,  or  applicable  to  other 
diseases,  are  they  less  important  on  these  ac- 
counts. For,  to  carry  on  the  comparison,  in 
like  manner  as  the  arrangement  and  recipro- 
cal action  of  figures  may  be  varied  and  so 
managed  as  to  form  new  products,  and  solve 
many  highly  useful  questions,  so  may  these 
facts.  It  is  by  a  knowledge  of  old,  that  we 
must  lay  the  foundation  for  the  acquirement 
of  new  truths.  Improvement  is  progressive ; 
and  if  our  remote  and  immediate  ancestors  had 
not  transmitted  what  they  knew  to  posterity, 
and  posterity  had  not  received  that  knowledge 
to  exercise  their  ingenuity  upon,  there  could, 
not  only  have  been  no  improvement,  but  no 
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science  ;  and  mankind  at  this  day  would  have 
been  almost  in  the  uninformed  state  of  nature. 
With  these  reflections,  intended  to  excite  our 
medical  youth  to  the  study  of  medical  writers 
in  general,  I  proceed  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  writings  of  Sydenham,  Boerhaave, 
and  Astruc,  in  this  disease. 

Sydenham's  method  of  cure  consisted  prin- 
cipally in  giving  purgatives  so  frequently,  and 
of  such  strength,  as  to  produce  very  copious, 
and,  I  should  suppose,  sometimes  rather  pain- 
ful evacuations  per  anum  :  for  his  purgatives, 
although  sometimes  of  the  lenient,  were  gene- 
rally of  the  hydragogue,  or  even  drastic  kind. 
In  this  practice  he  aimed  at  one  of  two  indica- 
tions.— "  In  remediis  catharticis  quantum  hue 
usque  usu  comperimus,  curationis  omnis  cardo 
vertitur,  quorum  auxilio,  vel  educitur  humor 
peccans  vel  procuratur  diversio  succorum  cor- 
poris naturalium,  qui  aliter  hosti  in  pabulum 
cederent." 

It  appears  that  for  the  first  fortnight  he 
purged  every  day,  or  till  the  heat  of  urine  and 
purulency  of  the  discharge  were  greatly  abated; 
then  every  other  day  for  the  next  fortnight 
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after  which  he  purged  only  twice  a  week.  If 
the  disease  did  not  yield  to  this  course,  or  if 
the  patient  was  not  easily  purged,  he  gave  oc- 
casionally a  stronger  cathartic. ;  and  when  the 
cure  went  on  too  slowly,  he  employed  Hijdr. 
Vitriol,  gr.  viii. — twice  or  thrice,  at  proper 
intervals,  lest  it  should  occasion  salivation,  or 
else  Pil.  ex  Duobus  cum  Calom.  gr.  x.  bis  in 
septiman*  When  he  found  an  aversion  in  the 
patient  to  cathartics  by  the  mouth,  or  when, 
from  a  peculiarity  of  constitution,  his  other 
purgatives  did  not  avail,  he  ordered  clysters 
twice  a  day,   composed  of  purgatives  aim 

Terebinth.  Venet.  $vi  and  every  night  Opobal- 

samum  gutt.  xxv.  vel.  Terebinth.  Cypress.  Q.  N. 
M.  The  diet  was  refrigerant  and  light,  with- 
out wine,  spirituous  or  strong  fermented 
liquor,  (small  beer  alone  being  allowed  at 
meals:)  the  drink  at  other  times  being  milk, 
boiled  in  three  times  its  quantity  of  water,  and 
on  the  intermediate  days  of  purging,  a  cooling 

*  In  Mr.  Hunter's  observations  the  cure  of  a  Gonorrhoea 
is  mentioned  as  having  taken  place  from  20  grains  of  Calo- 
mel given  in  one  dose ;  and  he  seems  to  have  considered  it 
as  an  extraordinary  fact.  Something  like  this  fact  seems  to 
have  been  known  to  Sydenham. 
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emulsion.  In  a  very  sanguine  constitution, 
and  when  the  disease  was  obstinate,  after  hav- 
ing spent  a  month  in  purging,  he  recommends 
bleeding;  but  what  is  singular,  he  says  he  is 
fearful  of  it  at  a  more  early  period.  He  used 
no  injection  but  that  of  Aq.  Rosar.  and  that 
only  at  the  declension  of  the  disease. 

He  adds: — "  Hac  methodo  quae  mihi  sem^ 
per  pro  voto  cessit  in  Gonorrhoea  sananda, 
meliorem  nondum  comperi,  maxime  in  eis,  qui 
facile  purgantur.  In  eis  enim  qui  purgantur 
segrius — curatio,  licet  nunquam  fallax,  tamen 
non  nisi  post  longum  temporis  spatium,  perfi- 
citur."  In  this  last  peculiarity  of  constitution 
he  repeated  the  bleeding,  made  his  purgatives 
stronger,  gave  them  more  frequently,  and  per- 
severed in  them  for  a  greater  length  of  time  ;  or 
else  he  used  the  clyster  above  mentioned  :  but 
he  relied  principally  on  purgatives. 

Without  presuming  to  expose  the  little  ble- 
mishes in  the  theory  and  practice  of  this  great 
man,  it  is  sufficiently  clear,  that  from  such  a 
course  of  medicine  as  he  has  recommended, 
the  two  indications  of  cure  in  every  inflamma- 
tion, namely,  derivation  and  evacuation,  must 
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have  been  answered,  and  the  latter  made  not 
only  from  the  system  in  general,  but  from  a 
near  and  almost  contiguous  surface  to  that  of 
the  urethra,  namely,  the  mucous  membrane 
lining  the  rectum.  The  great  and  manifest 
advantages  of  a  drain  from  vessels  or  surfaces 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  part  inflamed  are 
now  too  well  known  to  need  much  comment. 
If  local  evacuation,  from  an  inflamed  mucous 
membrane,  can  be  of  service  in  some  dysente- 
ries, in  catarrhous  affections  of  the  chest,  or  in 
a  phlegmonous  inflammation  of  the  intestines, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  purgatives,  even 
in  the  rough  way  in  which  this  writer  seems  to 
have  used  them,  must  have  tended  to  diminish 
tlie  inflammation  in  Gonorrhoea.  The  system 
in  general  having  been  thus  weakened,  and 
the  local  symptoms  gradually  moderated,  the 
disease  generally  ran  a  shorter  course  than 
natural  without  violence;  and  I  make  no  doubt, 
though  slowly,  yet  without  any  alarming  cir- 
cumstance. It  is  difficult  to  say,  whether  he 
used  the  Turbeth.  as  an  antivenereal,  or  as  a 
means  of  producing  a  powerful  revulsion  from 
the  part.  Neither  Ipecac,  nor  the  milder  pre- 
vol.  ir.  M 
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parations   of  antimony,   were  known  in  his 

time.    But  in  the  dose  prescribed  this  medi- 
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cine  will  generally  prove  an  emetic.  So  that  by 
the  concussion  to  the  whole  frame  which  the 
violent  action  of  vomiting  must  have  given  it 
was  a  relaxant ;  by  clearing  the  stomach  and 

intestinal  canal  of  their  contents  it  was  an 
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evacuant ;  and  that  it  is  a  powerful  antivenereal 
also,  in  the  above  dose,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
In  this  single  medicine,  therefore,  were  united 
the  several  properties — of  producing  relaxation, 
evacuation',  and  an  antivenereal  action ;  and, 
ill  consequence  of  this  combination,  a  powerful 
revulsion.     On  this  medicine,    in  obstinate 
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cases,  he  seems  to  have  placed  great  depen- 
dence. With  regard  to  the  Pi/,  ex  Duobus  cum 
Calomel,  gr.  x.  which  he  sometimes  substituted 
lor  this  medicine,  the  purgative  must  have 
acted  as  a  drastic  one,  and  the  mercurial  as 
slightly  antivenereal  as  well  as  purgative.  We 
are  told  in  general  terms  only  the  circumstan- 
ces in  which  he  employed  the  cathartic  and  tere- 
binthinated  clysters  with  Opohaham,  But  it 
may  be  presumed  that  he  did  not  use  either 
one  or  the  other  early  in  the  disease,  or  before 
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his  course  of  purging,  which  must  have  been 
continued  from  a  fortnight  to  a  month,  or  more. 
The  strict  diet,  or  cooling  demulcent  drink, 
were  used  from  the  beginning.    I  have  further 
to  remark  on  this  writer  that  the  great  irrita- 
tion of  his  purgatives  must  often  have  occa* 
sioned  not  only  tenesmus,  but  excoriation  ot 
the  parts  about  the  verge  of  the  anus  ;  that  his 
method  of  cure  was  often  effected  without  mer- 
cury, and,  in  the  worst  cases,   by  no  great 
quantity  of  it ;  that,  since  his  time,  experience 
has  fully  confirmed  the  efficacy  of  medicines 
of  the  terebinthinated  kind ;  and  that,  during 
the  increase  and  state  of  the  disease,  no  local 
means  of  checking  the  secretion  from  the 
urethra  were  employed,  unless  Aq>  Rosar.  can 
be  said  to  have  had  this  effect.    But  unless  the 
purgatives  employed  acted  by  revulsion,  and  by 
producing  such  an  irritation  and  secretion,  both 
in  the  small  and  large  intestines,  as  bordered 
on  a  strong  diarrhceal,  or  something  approach- 
ing to  a  dysenteric  affection  ; — I  say,  unless 
this  made  a  very  considerable  part  in  their 
action,  the  method  will  sometimes  require,  in 
the  excess  of  irritation,  the  assistance  of  opium, 

M  2 
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to  render  it  easy  to  the  patient,  and,  what  is 
more,  safe.  For  the  production  of  tenesmus 
in  Gonorrhoea  may,  in  some  habits,  bring  on 
an  affection  of  the  prostate  gland  ;  but  when 
it  occasions  piles,  and  those  piles  bleed  freely, 
such  discharge  must  tend  greatly  towards  a 
cure  ;  and  when  they  are  distended  and  in- 
flamed without  discharge,  they  draw  off  irrita- 
tion from  the  urethra.  Another  objection 
may  be  raised  against  the  use  of  purgatives  as 
prescribed  by  Sydenham  ;  they  may  be  said  to 
weaken  the  stomach  and  digestive  organs.  It 
may  be  urged  in  answer  to  this,  that  in  cases 
of  dropsical  weakness,  the  use  of  the  more 
active  purgatives  were,  and  still  are,  sometimes 
vindicable  ;  that  if  in  such  cases  they  can  be 
employed,,  not  only  with  safety  but  advantage, 
there  surely  can  be  no  danger  arising  from  them 
in  Gonorrhoea ;  a  disease  generally  afflicting 
persons  otherwise  in  high  health,  where  no 
such  weakness  exists,  and  where  a  daily  sup- 
ply of  ingesta,  perhaps  of  a  very  stimulating 
kind,  is  adding  to  the  inflammatory  nature  of 
the  disease. — It  is  certainly  defective,  at  least 
in  many  phlegmonous  habits,  from  the  omis- 
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sion  of  bleeding  during  the  early  inflammatory 
progress  of  the  disease ;  and  there  are  almost 
an  infinite  number  of  cases  which  require  the 
assistance  of  the  semicupium  or  warm  bath. 

With  respect  to  the  learned  Boerhaave's 
method,  I  must  remark  that  from  his  very  cri- 
tical knowledge  of  the  anatomical  structure  of 
the  parts,  principally  taken  from  De  Graaf, 
Ruysch,  Littre,  and  others,  he  endeavoured  to 
establish  certain  seats  of  the  disease.  In  his 
theory  and  practice  he  copied  Brasavolus  and 
Sydenham,  but  he  added  much  useful  -matter 
of  his  own.  The  following  heads  convey  no 
contemptible  idea  of  the  goodness  of  his  ar- 
rangement, and  the  accuracy  of  his  knowledge. 
t(  Loci  affecti  sunt  vasa  mucilaginosa,  in  primis 
lacuna  magna  in  dorso  urethrae  ad  finem  glan- 
dis ;  dispositio  quae  hie  oritur  quaenam  est  ? 
Est  inflammatio."  Further  he  adds  "  Prima  in- 
flammatio  faciat  rheuma,  pejor  vcro  faciat  sup- 
purationem,  &c.  Hinc,  nunc,  oritur  still ici— 
dium  transudans.  Haec  transudatio  fit  semper 
per  urethram.  Sed  in  pessimo  aliqnando  afFectu 
base  transudatio  fit  per  sub'  Lantiam  glandulosam 
penis,  ulccratio  autem  quae  hie  fit,  lenis  e?t  ut 
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patet  dure  ;  quia  per  sex  septimanas,  imo  per 
xii.  potest  Gonorrhoea  talis  tolerari  sine  cura  ; 
"bene  instituta  vita  ;  et  tamen  non  multum  mali 
faciet.  Uncle  patet  hie  lenern  esse  ulcerationem, 
quae  magis  in  prasternaturali  distensio?ie  consistit, 
quam  in  consumptions  suppuratoria.*" 

This  quotation  conveys  but  a  faint  idea  of  the 
order  and  judgment  with  which  he  has  treated 
the  anatomical  structure,  of  the  parts,  the  dif- 
ferent seats  of  the  disease  and  its  symptoms. 
His  observations  are  too  diffuse  to  be  quoted 
at  length,  and  too  good  to  bear  an  abridgement 
without  injury  ;  I  must  therefore  .refer  the 
reader  to  the  work  itself,  only  observing  that  in 
his  metl.oJ  of  cure  he  was  particularly  attentive 
to  the  primary  seat  of  the  disease  ;  and  endea- 
voured without  astringents,  at  a  very  early 
period  by  frequent  ablution,  to  cleanse  the 
anterior  part  of  the  urethra.  He  conceived 
that  the  discharge  consisted  principally  of  mu- 
cus which  contained  the  venereal  matter  as  a 
vehicle,  and  that  by  increasing  this  discharge  it 
was  to  be  carried  of?".    This  compound,  in  his 

taohvbi  nornuioo  t>ri)  \[ao  boyvUinrt  yd-'eir.wjqi 
*  See  Pnelect.  Acatlem.  H.  Boerhaave  de  Lue  Venerea, 

Lugd.  Batavqrurn,  from  p.  131  to  131-5. 
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opinion,  was  to  be  in  due  quantity,  to  flow 
freely,  and  suffered  to  remain  as  short  a  time 
as  possible  within  the  urethra;  putridity  was  to 
be  obviated,  and  the  acrimony  and  virulency 
of  the  discharge  corrected  by  such  topics  as  had 
no  tendency  to  check  it.  He  endeavoured  to 
produce  relaxation  by  means  of  fomentation, 
and  cataplasms  of  the  emollient  anodyne  kind, 
ana1  the  warm  bath.  After  due  cleansing  and 
expression  of  the  virulent  mucus  he  allows  of 
emollient  injections,  but  they  were  such  as 
produced  no  pain,  and  had  no  effect  in  check- 
ing the  discharge ;  and  even  these  were  not 
employed  immediately,  but  after  some  time 
had  been  previously  employed  in  the  use 
of  the  above  means :  to  which  he  added  di- 
lution, rest,  and  the  most  scrupulous  atten- 
tion to  diet  and  regimen.  Under  the  circum- 
stance of  considerable  Chordee,  he  recommends 
both  local  and  general  bleeding,  more  espe- 
cially in  an  inflammatory  habit. — I  find  from 
his  Aphorisms  that  he  exhibited  mercurial 
cathartics ;  but  from  his  academical  lectures  it 
appears  he  employed  only  the  common  lenients 
and  drastics,  of  which  he  has  given  a  great 
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variety  of  forms.  He  says,  what  is  perfectly 
true,  that  whoever  is  most  successful  in  pre- 
venting a  priapism  will  also  be  most  successful 
in  the  cure  of  the  disease.  When  for  the  re- 
moval of  this  troublesome  symptom  he  found 
it  necessary  to  take  away  blood  from  the  vici- 
nity of  the  part,  it  was  done  by  opening  a 
vein  on  the  dorsum  penis. 

To  say  nothing  of  his  purging  course, 
which  was  fully  as  severe  as  that  prescribed 
by  Sydenham,  he  seems  to  have  been  too 
remiss  in  the  evacuation  by  bleeding ;  for 
general,  local  bleeding,  or  both  are  not  only 
necessary  in  cases  of  high  inflammation, 
but  they  should  often  form  the  substratum 
for  other  remedies,  and  that  at  an  early 
period.  If  this  be  not  done  in  all  habits 
truly  inflammatory,  other  appropriated  re- 
medies will  have  only  a  partial  and  in- 
complete effect.  He  has  ordered  nearly  the 
same  natural  balsams  as  Sydenham,  in  the 
latter  stage  of  the  disease,  but  of  the  effects 
of  bark  and  opium  he  was  not,  probably, 
acquainted.  The  early  opinion  of  Brasavolus 
(as  was  before  said)  added  to  the  authority 
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of  Sydenham,   had  great   influence  on  his 
practice,  in  which  he  was  not  a  little  biassed 
by  the  anatomical  researches  of  the  age.  He 
cultivated  anatomy,  as  many  well-disposed  per- 
sons do  at  this  day,  with  ardour  ;  and  ex- 
pected to  reap  from  this  particular  branch  of' 
science  much  more  than  it  can  give,  either 
to  the  pathology  or  cure  of  this  disease.  But 
his  directions  in  the  first  stage  of  Gonorrhoea 
were  new,   and  worthy  the  attention  of  all 
subsequent  writers.    He   added  much  ;  but 
had  he  made  only  this  addition  to  our  know- 
ledge he  would  have  deserved  no  small  share 
of  praise. 

In  Astruc  may  be  observed  a  knowledge 
of  anatomy  sufficiently  correct,  well  applied  to 
the  main  subject ;  and  a  more  extensive  ac- 
quaintance with  the  nature  of  the  disease  and 
effects  of  remedies. 

In  the  first  stage  he  recommends  the  taking 
off  inflammation  by  all  possible  means.  He 
advises  bleeding,  in  cases  of  phlegmonous 
and  erysipelatous  inflammation,  as  freely  as 
in  a  peripneumony ;  and  he  seems  never  to 
have  omitted  this  evacuation,  even  in  other 
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cases  not  so  highly  inflammatory.    The  drink 
was  a  cooling  ptisan,  taken  in  large  quanti- 
ties ;  the  bowels  were  kept  open  by  lenient 
purgatives,   or  by  clysters  with  cassia.  If 
the  inflammation  did  not  give  way  to  these 
means,  an  emulsion  was  employed  freely,  cum 
Sal.  Prun.  and  an  opiate  added  to  each  dose; 
which  dose  was  never  less  than  half  a  pint, 
and  often  repeated. — If  neither  the  ptisan  nor 
emulsion  would  agree  with  the  stomach,  he 
gave  water  cum  Sal.  Prunell.  and  if,  notwith- 
standing these  means,  the  disease  gets  ground, 
(which  he  says  can  never  happen  but  from 
the  great  intemperance  of  the  patient,)  if  the 
urethra  be  highly  inflamed  and  troubled  with 
chordee,   &c.  fomentations,  cataplasms,  and 
an  injection  of  a  small  quantity  of  Sacchar. 
Saturni  are   to  be  used ;    he  also  gave  this 
powerful  medicine,    as  well  as  Camphor,  in- 
ternally.— To  the  latter  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion; but  to  the  former,  though  also  recommend- 
ed by  the  great  Hoffman,  there  certainly  is. 

In  the  second  stage  he  employed  the  Ung. 
Mercur.  locally,  but  so  as  not  to  affect  the 
mouth ;   and  he  preferred  it  to  mercurial 
^-02  '^rfl  zaalno   slea  sd  oi  bisa  od  yibusrf  nco 
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given  internally.  His  mode  of  inunction  was 
to  rub  it  into  the  whole  of  the  pudenda, 
every  third  or  fourth  day.  His  purgatives 
which  were  sometimes  employed  with,  some- 
times without,  inunction,  were  constantly  of 

the  lenient  kind.  In  the  third  stage  he 

employed  the  natural  balsams,  with  a  milk 
diet,  8cc. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  considerable  inflammation,  an 
antiphlogistic  plan  is  proper  during  the  first, 
or,  indeed,  in  any  inflammatory  state  of  the 
disease:  but  I  do  not  find  that  he  depended 
at  all  uptm  topical  bleeding,  and  this  will 
frequently  be  of  the  greatest  service  in  this 
disease,  when  bleeding  from  the  arm  would 
not  be  admissible. — The  French  name  of 
ptisan  does  not  alter  the  nature  of  a  diluting 
liquor ;  and  the  work  of  dilution  may  go  on 
under  that  form  as  well  as  under  any  other,. 
The  addition  of  an  opiate  to  the  emulsion  is 
useful,  and  perhaps  a  small  quantity  of  Sal. 
Praricll.  may  be  allowed;  but  the  admission 
of  Sacckar.  Saturni  into  the  urethra  as  an  in- 
jection, under  the  circumstances  mentioned, 
can  hardly  be  said  to  be  safe,  unless  the  so- 
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lution  be  so  weak  and  so  nicely  adjusted  as  to 
afford  its  sedative  without  its  astringent  effect, 
— an  idea  which  I  believe  he  never  enter- 
tained; and  he  seems  not  to  have  been  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  power  of  bark  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  of  irritation  and  weakness 
in  this  disease. 

The  practice  of  different  countries  is  of- 
ten different.  Whether  the  bowels  be  kept 
open  by  a  medicine  given  by  the  mouth,  or 
a  clyster,  which  is  more  universally  the  cus- 
tom in  France,  the  intention  aimed  at  is 
nearly  the  same  in  both  countries ;  but  the 
French  practice  has  here  an  advantage  over 
the  English — relaxing,  cooling,  and  allaying 
irritation  by  its  local  application,  in  a  way 
that  no  purgative  given  by  the  mouth  can  possi- 
bly effect.  But  though  this  was  his  practice, 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  knew  accurately 
the  good  effects  of  a  warm  bath. 

He  says,  when  the  disease  becomes  milder 
from  the  use  of  medicine,  it  was  cured  in  a 
few  days  ;  the  circulating  fluids  were  restored 
to  their  natural  course,  and  the  inflammation 
(of  what  he  calls)  the  seminary  receptacles 
was  dispersed;  the  scalding  of  the  urine,  heat 
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and  pain  of  the  parts  disappeared  suddenly, 
and  the  patient  was  so  perfectly  restored  to 
health,  that  he  hcgan  to  doubt  whether  he 
had  even  been  troubled  with  a  Gonorrhoea. — 
Whether  our  learned  author  was  induced  to 
make  this  remark  from  the  contemplation  of 
the  whole  of  his  practice  in  the  first  and  second 
stages  is  difficult  to  say  ;  but  I  can  assert 
from  experience  that  when  in  the  first  stage 
of  the  disease,  bleeding,  the  warm  bath,  and 
dilution  have  been  properly  enjoined,  and  care 
taken  to  keep  the  belly  moderately  open  dur- 
ing the  use  of  that  great  appeaser  of  irritation, 
opium,  an  effect  somewhat  similar  has  fre- 
quently followed,— 'without  nitre  or  camphor, 
without  injection,  and  without  the  internal 
or  external  use  of  Sacchar.  Saturni. — I  mean 
when  the  patient  has  at  the  same  time  co- 
operated with  the  plan,  by  keeping  himself  pro- 
perly quiet  at  home,  avoiding  exercise,  women, 
wine,  and  other  obstacles,  with  the  use  of 
mercury  afterwards. 

If  an  antiphlogistic  plan  be  generally  ne- 
cessary in  France,  a  country  in  which  the 
common  food  of  its  inhabitants  is  neither  so 
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gross,  nor,   generally  speaking,  so  stimulate 
ing  as  in  England,  the  practice  will  apply 
more   forcibly  to  the  natives  of  this  than 
to  those  of  that  country.    At  the  same  time* 
in  most  other  diseases  as  well  as  this,  the 
French  carry  the  use  of  the  more  powerful 
antiphlogistics  to  an  unwarrantable  length. — 
However,  a  great  deal  of  our  ill  success  and 
embarrassment  in  curing  this  disease  has  de- 
pended, I  fear,  on  our  remissness  in  this  parti- 
cular.  It  has  been  too  frequently  considered  as 
a  trifling  complaint,  requiring  but  little  res-* 
triction  to  diet,  and  still  less  to  regimen  and 
medicine.    The  early  symptoms  have  but  sel- 
dom been  speedily  and  properly  counteracted  j 
t:hey  have  been  suffered  to  establish  themselves 
without  a  sufficient  check,   under  no  con- 
finement whatever;    and  hence   has  arisen 
much  tediousness  and  perplexity  in  the  sub- 
sequent states  of  the  disease.    The  preven- 
tion of  all,  the  early  as  well  as  late  accidents 
in  this  disease,  turn,  in  a  great  measure^  on 
the  knowledge  of   these  circumstances.  In 
truth,    it  should  be  treated  with  the  same 
care  and  circumspection  as   other  acute  in- 
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flammatory  diseases ;  and  this  treatment  is 
required  more  particularly  at  an  early  period 
in  this,  because  its  character  is  both  infec- 
tious and  inflammatory,  tending  generally, 
without  any  mixture  of  debility  or  putridity,  to 
the  genuine  effects  of  inflammation. 

In  practice  there  are  some  things  to  be 
noted,  arising  from  the  action  of  medicine 
under  particular  circumstances.  For  example: 
— If  I  was  desirous  of  using  mercury,  bark, 
or  balsamics,  in  any  one  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease, it  would  be  of  consequence  to  determine, 
previously,  whether  they  were  to  be  employ 
ed  alone,  without  a  preceding  antiphlogistic 
treatment,  or  not.  There  are  many  cases  in 
which  they  would  be  highly  efficacious  after 
such  treatment,  though  they  have,  generally, 
a  very  different  effect  in  similar  cases,  when 
that  precaution  has  been  neglected. 

It  is  always  necessary  to  know  whether  the 
patient  has  ever  been  injured  before;  what  the 
nature  of  that  injury  was  ;  whether  followed  by 
stricture,  hernia  humoralis,  or  any  other  acci- 
dent.   It  is  also  of  consequence  to  learn  who** 

- 


176  Remarks  on  the  Cure 

ther  he  has  been  subject  to  complaints  of  the 
bladder  and  kidneys.  For  these  affections  giye 
a  predisposition  to  irritability,  inflammation, 
and  suppuration,  which  would  have  no  exist- 
ence if  these  parts  were  sound. 

There  are  other  variations  arising  from  age, 
habit,  temperament,   and  the  season  of  the 
year.    A  young  or  middle  aged  person,  if  not 
of  what  may  be  called  a  very  weakly  phlegmatic 
temperament,  will  most  frequently,  when  the 
disease  has  subsisted  for  a  few  days,  have  a 
white  tongue,  a  pulse  somewhat  quickened, 
and  an  evident  appearance  of  more  or  less  in- 
flammation. These  circumstances  are  too  often 
attributed  to  exercise,    the  weather,  drink- 
ing, &c.  but  though  these  may  occasionally  co- 
operate, they  are  more  generally  produced  by 
disease.    They  are  most  conspicuous  in  the 
sanguineous  temperament,   with  florid  com- 
plexion and  light  hair ;  and  in  persons  who 
have  dark  hair,  with  strong  vigorous  constitu- 
tions. "  In  contradistinction  to  these,  there  are 
habits  but  slightly  disposed  to  inflammation, 
in  which  the  discharge  is  great,  and  the  local 


of  Gonorrhoea  Vtrulenta.  1/? 

irritation,  when  compared  with  the  former 
habit,  slight.  I  have  touched  so  far  on  the 
nature  of  temperaments  in  comformity  to  the 
common  language  of  medicine  :  —  literally  • 
speaking.,  in  Gonorrhoea  there  are  habits  dis- 
posed to  inflammation,  and  there  are  others 
which  are  not.  In  the  latter  the  discharge 
is  copious  and  thin,  the  parts  get  unloaded, 
if  it  be  suffered  to  continue,  sometimes 
without  any,  and  sometimes  with  very  little 
attendant  or  subsequent  irritation  and  in- 
flammation :  in  such  cases,  bleeding  is  cer- 
tainly not  indicated  ;  and  though  I  am  a  strong 
advocate  for  this  evacuation  in  the  opposite 
temperament,  or  when  there  is  considerable 
local  inflammation,  I  allow  that  other  remedies 
may  have  the  preference  here.  In  short,  mer- 
cury alone,  almost  in  any  form,  and  with  very 
little  assistance  from  other  collateral  means,  will 
effect  a  cure  ;  and  perhaps  so  favourable  is  the 
copious  discharge  and  habit  to  a  cure  un- 
der these  instances,  that  the  slightest  purga- 
tives, with  a  regimen  hardly  different  from 
that  which  such  habits  are  accustomed  to,  will 
suffice  for  the  removal  of  the  disease.  But  I 
vol.  11.  N 
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must  at  the  same  time  remark,  that  to  check 
this  discharge  by  any  means  whatever,  before 
the  parts,  which  have  been,  like  a  sponge 
loaded  with  water,  gorged  (if  I  may  so  say) 
with  a  fluid  of  some  kind  or  other,  may  even, 
in  the  most  favourable  habit,  be  the  means  of 
producing  a  metastasis  from  the  anterior  to 
some  other  deeper  and  more,  remote  part  of 
the  urethra.* 

There  not  only  exists  this  difference  of  tem- 
perament, but  in  each  of  them  may  be  found 
another  variation  depending  on  a  constitutional 
disease — the  scrophula.  When  a  person  labour- 
ing under  a  Gonorrhoea,  is  subject  to  redness, 
tenderness,  and  increased  secretion  from  the  eye- 
lids^-— has  a  thickened  upper-lip,  or  redness, 
tenderness,  and  increased  secretion  from  the 
glandula?  odoriferas,  such  person  will  probably 
•suffer  more,  and  be  cured  with  greater  diffi- 
culty than  another  who  has  not  any  of  these 
affections,  and  that,  whether  his  habit  be 
weaklv  or  robust.  The  course  of  the  seasons 
has  also  an  effect  even  in  this  disease.  Hot 


*  Vide  a  case  in  tfie  N^tyra],  History  of  GQtiorrhaa. 
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weather  tends  to  make  the  discharge  consider- 
able, acrimonious,  and  the  inflammation  great, 
and  in  the  spring,  or  beginning  of  summer,  the 
tendency  to  inflammation,  whether  of  the  phleg- 
monous or  erysipelatous  kind,  will  be  most  pre- 
vailing. 

And  lastly,  amongst  all  the  other  aukward 
circumstances,  there  is  one  very  troublesome 
still  to  mention  ; — namely,  irregularity  on  the 
side  of  the  patient,  with  respect  to  the  con- 
nections he  may  have.  A  man  in  a  fever, 
peripneumony,  or  dysentery,  does  not,  when 
confined,  place  himself  in  circumstances  liable 
to  increase,  or  renovate,  after  a  partial  cure, 
the  original  disease :  but  amongst  the  vast 
multitude  of  persons  who  have  Gonorrhoea,  the 
practitioner  has  no  hold,  no  tie  whatever,  un- 
less  the  person  afflicted  be  really  of  probity. 
When  that  is  the  case,  under  the  faith  of 
mutual  confidence,  a  dependence  may  be  made 
both  as  to  the  appearance  of  symptoms,  and  the 
effects  of  medicine  ;  but  without  it  all  order 
and  power  of  discrimination  is  annihilated,  or 
at  best  rendered  very  doubtful. — I  will  not  en- 
ter into  the  matter  how  far,  by  a  fresh  renewal 

N  2 
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of  infection  during  a  Gonorrhoea  subsisting, 
such  Gonorrhoea  can  be  exasperated  ;  but  this 
may  with  truth  be  said,  that  infection  of  the 
chancrous  kind  may,  by  a  fresh  connection,  be 
superadded  to  the  gonorrhoea!  one  :•— that  is,  a 
man  having  already  a  Gonorrhoea  alone,  may, 
by  a  subsequent  connection,  gain  also  a  Chan- 
cre, or  chancrous  excoriation,  in  addition  to 
what  he  had  before;— and  even  if  he  escapes 
that  accumulation  of  disease,  the  simple  circum- 
stance of  indulging  in  a  connection  'with  a  clean 
person,  will,  at  any  rate,  add  to,  rather  than 
diminish  the  irritation  that  Was  remaining  from 
the  original  complaint. 

The  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  may  be  divided 
into  two  stages.  The  first  of  these  commences 
with  the  most  early  symptoms,  and  may  be  said 
to  end  at  that  period,  be  it  early  or  late,  when 
the  inflammatory  symptoms,  (among  which  the 
Chordee  is  included,)  have  passed  their  height, 
and  are  subsiding,  or  beginning  to  subside.  In 
the  first  stage,  therefore,  I  distinguish  a  ten- 
dency to  inflammation,  an  inflammation  in- 
creasing, the  height  of  that  inflammation,  and 
the  commencement  of  its  diminution.-— The  se- 
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cond  stage  may  be  dated  from  this  beginning 
to  subside,  to  the  perfect  removal  of  the  in- 
flammatory symptoms,  and  cessation  of  dis- 
charge from  the  urethra.  In  the  first  stage,  the 
symptoms  are  daily  increasing,  with  more  or  less 
rapidity,  to  an  uncertain  degree  of  violence. 
In  the  former  part  of  the  second  stage,  although 
the  disease  has  passed  its  height,  yet  there  re- 
mains a  degree  of  irritability  with  inflammation, 
still  subsisting  in  a  diminished  state,  but  with  a 
disposition  to  increase  upon  the  application  of 
any  irritating  cause  whatever.  In  the  second 
part  of  this  stage  it  is  more  diminished,  and  the 
principal  symptoms  being  gone,  there  remains 
only  the  Gleet. 

I  must  remark,  that  each  of  these  stages  not 
only  requires  a  different  mode  of  treatment, 
but  the  treatment  must  quadrate  with  the  vari- 
ation of  symptoms  at  the  different  periods  of 
each  stage.  To  consider  this  matter  in  a  ge- 
neral way  only,  if  a  question  be  made  whether 
mercury,  or  an  injection  should  be  used  in  the 
second  stage,  it  will  make  a  considerable  dif- 
ference whether  they  be  employed  at  the  be- 
ginning, or  towards  the  close  of  this  stage ; 
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whether  during  the  subsidence  of  the  Chordee, 
or  when  it  be  actually  gone.  So  with  respect 
to  the  Jirst  stage,  the  difference  will  be  as  great, 
if  not  greater.  Particular  injections  have  been 
employed  before  the  inflammatory  symptoms 
were  fairly  formed,  and  they  may  have  in  some 
cases  anticipated,  and  perhaps  lessened  the 
violence  of  subsequent  symptoms.  But  it  is  a 
practice  liable  to  many  objections.  The  very 
same  means  of  relief  would  probably  have  been 
wholly  inadmissible  at  the  latter  end  of  this 
stage  when  the  disease  had  gained  its  height. 

From  these  instances,  therefore,  it  will  apr 
pear,  that  a  great  deal  will  depend  not  only  on 
knowing  the  general  symptoms  which  occur  in 
each  stage,  but  the  beginning,  middle,,  and  the 
end  of  the  two  stages  are  marked  by  circum- 
stances extremely  different. 

Agreeable  to  my  plan  for  the  treatment  of 
this  disease,  an  endeavour  will  be  made  to  shew 
the  utility  of  a  certain  set  of  principles,  or  practi- 
cal truths,  which,  when  properly  combined,  may 
fae  said  to  form  a  method  of  cure  applicable  tq 
every  stage  of  the  complaint ;  in  which  the  dis- 
charge is  no  otherwise  altered  but  by  the  gene- 
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ral  operation  of  medicine,  and  in  which  no  in-, 
jection  of  a  specific  or  astringent  sedative  kind 
is  used.    This  method,  taking  in  all  its  circum- 
stances, will  cure  the  worst  and  most  inflam- 
matory cases;  and  though  it  be  applicable  prin- 
cipally to  these,  yet  by  a  judicious  selection 
from  it,  cures  may  be  effected  in  other  cases, 
not  so  strongly  characterised  with  respect  to 
inflammation  and  virulency.    It  is  therefore, 
as  a  whole,  applicable  both  to  inflammatory 
and  other  habits  ;  but  the  variation  of  habit  and 
circumstances  requires  judgment  in  the  selec- 
tion or  arrangement  of  its  several  parts  or  prin- 
ciples for  medical  use.    And  to  this  species  of 
knowledge  no  man,  not  professionally  educa- 
ted, can  be  equal. 

This  method  is  a  general  one,  standing  on 
the  foundation  of  being  in  no  instance  opposite, 
or  irreconcileable  to,  the  best  established  theory 
of  the  disease.  In  the  combination  of  Gonor- 
rhoea with  Chancre,  chancrous  excoriation,  or 
venereal  Bubo,  it  is  as  safe  and  unexception- 
able as  in  the  virulent  Gonorrhoea,  in  which 
no  such  combination  exists. — And  as,  by  due 
attention  to  the  principles  of  this  method,  the 
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late  and  greatest  infortunia  of  the  disease  may 
be  obviated;  so  is  it  the  method  to  which,  in 
the  last  resort,  application  must  be  made  in  the 
most  early;  whether  these  infortunia  arise, 
during  the  n-atural  progress  of  the  disease,  from 
the  effect  of  habit,  irregularities,  or  any  other 
cause, 

Secondly- — I  shall  endeavour  to  note  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  disease  may  be 
cured  by  mercury  alone,  without  mjection. 

Thirdly-n-I  shall  consider  injections  of  various 
kinds,  as  a  means  of  relief,  and  what  I  have 
hitherto  observed  concerning  their  properties, 
the  cases  in  which  they  may  be  employed  with 
advantage,  and  those  in  which  I  conceive  them 
detrimental. 

These  methods  are  widely  different,  and  yet 
they  will  all,  under  certain  circumstances,  cure. 
The  defects,  as  well  as  the  advantages  of  each, 
I  will  endeavour  to  point  out,  and  shew,  that 
the  disease  will  with  most  success  be  cured, 
not  by  a  slavish  reliance  or  over-fondness  for 
any  one  of  these  methods,  but  by  a  judicious 
combination  of  the  powers  of  each,  properly 
adapted  to  time  and  circumstance.. 
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The  first  thing  lo  be  attended  to  after  a  sus- 
pected connection  is  cieanhne*f#.  The  prepuce 
should  be  withdrawn,  the  whole  of  the  gians, 
the  parts  behind  it,  and  the  internal  surface  of 
thr  grefOietf  should  be  well  washed  with  warm 
water,  and  perfectly  cleansed.    This  will  be 
beat  accomplished  <vitii  a  sponge ;  and  trie  ope- 
ration should  extend  not  only  to  the  whole  of 
the  penis,  but  to  the  pubes,  testes,  and  peri- 
nscum  :  afterwards,  a  bath,  moderately  warm, 
may  be  employed  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
•ame  attention  1  conceive  to  be  necessary,  not 
only  thus  early,  but  occasionally  throughout 
every  stage  of  the  disease — with  this  exc  eption 
only,  that  in  the  last  stage,  namely,  that  of 
Gleet,  cold  may  be  substituted  for  warm  ablu- 
tion.   And  this  advice,  with  respect  to  cleanli- 
ne<:%  i  •.  more  particularly  necessary  in  warm 
climates,  and  in  hot  weather. — Women  who 
have  suspected  connections  should  be  particu- 
larly careful  in  this  recommended  ablution,  arid 
may,  by  a  proper  syringe,  wash  themselves  per- 
fectly ;  and  in  men  the  ablution  may  be  made 
more  useful  by  injecting   water  moderately 
warm  into  the  urethra. 
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The  second  article  in  our  first  method  is 
bleeding.  The  well  known  inconveniences 
arising  from  inflammation  in  this  disease,  shew 
sufficiently  the  frequent  necessity  of  employing 
evacuations  in  its  cure.  As  in  every  Gonor- 
rhoea there  is  a  mixture  of  inflammation  as  well 
as  infection,  and  as  the  former  is  probably  the 
more  active  principle  of  the  two,  both  in  pro- 
longing  the  disease  and  increasing  the  violence 
of  the  symptoms;  so  the  nature  of  the  eva- 
cuants,  and  the  mode  of  their  application,  re- 
quire a  considerable  degree  of  attention.  The 
most  superficial  view  of  the  natural  history  of 
the  disease  will  clearly  evince,  that  how  trifling 
soever  its  first  appearances  may  be,  yet  in  a  few 
days,  and  sometimes  in  a  few  hours,  a  progress 
of  inflammation  commences,  which  frequently, 
in  its  subsequent  stages,  cannot  be  checked 
without  great  difficulty.  It  is  therefore  of  mo- 
ment that  these  means  of  relief,  I  mean  evacu- 
ations, be  employed  as  early  as  possible;  and  if 
it  can  be  clone  even  before  the  usual  time  that 
the  inflammation,  heat  of  urine,  and  Chordee, 
naturally  shew  themselves,  it  will  give  great  ef- 
ficacy to  the  subsequent  treatment,  be  that 
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treatment  what  it  may.  Prevention  is  at  all 
times,  when  it  can  be  effected,  desirable ; 
and  if,  by  these  means,  the  inflammatory 
symptoms  can  be  anticipated,  or  rendered 
milder  than  they  would  otherwise  be,  the  dis- 
ease will  run  through  its  stages  without  vio- 
lence, and  readily  yield  to  the  proper  reme- 
dies :  the  evacuations,  therefore,  should  be 
as  early  as  possible. 

As  soon  as  it  is  clear  from  all  circumstances 
that  the  disease  is  a  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta, 
there  are  very  few  inflammatory  habits  in 
which  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  bleed  from 
the  arm.  The  quantity  to  be  taken  awny,  and 
the  propriety  of  repeating  it  or  not,  must  be 
discretional.  It  may  be  employed  in  a  pre- 
ventive sense,  to  obviate  or  lessen  symptoms 
which  would  naturally  take  place  without  it, 
and  as  a  foundation  on  which  the  subsequent 
treatment  must  be  built,  and  should  be  very 
seldom  omitted.  Its  effect  is  immediate;  it 
is  subject  to  no  accidents  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  and  has  a  very  extensive  influence  in 
forwarding  the  cure.  > 

If  the  inflammatory  symptoms  should  be 
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particularly  violent,  blood  may  also  be  taken 
away -by  leeches  from  the  hemorrhoidal  ves- 
sels; and  this  may,  in  some  cases,  be  sub- 
stituted in  place  of  bleeding  from  the  sys- 
tem.   The  general  state  of  the  patient  deter- 
mines to  what  extent  this  evacuation  should 
be  pushed   in  most  inflammatory   diseases ; 
and  the  rule  may,  with  some  restriction,  be 
adopted  here.    When  the  system  in  general 
is  affected,  and  such  affection  is  indicated  by 
a  febrile  pulse,  a  white  tongue,  considerable 
local  inflammation  and  uneasiness,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  bleeding. 
And  I  have  the  strongest  reason  to  believe, 
that  the  same  kind  of  relief,  in  some  habits, 
is  also  indicated,  when  the  system  is  not  ap- 
parently affected,  simply  from  the  evident  ap- 
pearance of  inflammation  on  the  part,  and  the 
known  inflammatory  character  of  the  disease. 
For  how  slight  soever  the  inflammation  may 
be  in  its  most  early  state,  we  know  from  the 
natural  history  of  the  disease  that  such  in- 
flammation must  sooner  or  later  increase,  and 
ardor  urinas  with  chordee  subsequently  fol- 
low;— at  least,  this  is  the  general  progress. 


of  Gonorrhoea  Firuknta.  18<) 

If,  therefore,  the  circulation  be  lowered  be- 
fore these  symptoms  have  fairly  established 
themselves,  they  will  prove  infinitely  milder 
in  their  course.  We  do  not  attempt  the 
absolute  cure  of  the  disease  by  this  kind  of 
remedy,  but  we  may  certainly  moderate  it : 
and  in  this,  as  in  some  other  diseases,  to 

moderate  is  to  assist  nature  in  the  cure.  

Infection  may,  and  probably  does,  act  as  the 
primary  cause;  but  inflammation  is  the  great 
agent  in  rendering  that  infection  more  viru- 
lent, the  symptoms  less  manageable,  and  the 
disease  itself  more  difficult  of  cure.  Added 
to  which,  under  the  circumstances  of  a  con- 
siderable and  increasing  inflammation,  mer- 
cury, by  whatever  principle  it  may  act  in 
Gonorrhoea,  will  probably  do  more  injury 
by  its  stimulus,  than  good  by  counteracting 
infection. 

In  some  tender  constitutions,  the  evacua- 
tion of  a  small  quantity  of  blood  from  the 
haemorrhoidal  vessels  may  be  preferable  to 
bleeding  from  the  arm.  But  if  it  be  remem- 
bered that  men  do  not  generally  contract  claps 
but  when  they  are  not  only  in  good,  but 
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most  frequently  in  high  health,  there  can  be 
but  few  cases  of  considerable  inflammation 
in  which  topical  bleeding  will  claim  the  pre- 
ference ;  and  there  are  still  fewer,  in  which 
some  blood  may  not  be  taken  away,  either 
from  the  system,  or  locally. — These  cases 
are  principally  where  the  constitution  has  been 
weakened  by  other  diseases,  either  prior  or 
isubsequent  to  the  acquired  Gonorrhoea. — I 
do  not  mean  to  deny  the  superior  utility  of 
topical  to  general  bleeding,  in  particular  in- 
flammations, and  in  some  lax  habits,  when 
the  system  in  general  is  not  affected.  But 
as  many  will  not  submit  to  topical  bleeding 
in  Gonorrhoea,  it  is  generally  much  safer  to 
take  a  moderate  quantity  from  the  arm,  than 
to  omit  it  altogether  in  all  inflammatory  ha- 
bits.— On  the  contrary,  when  topical  bleed- 
ing is  submitted  to,  it  may  in  some  cases  be 
powerfully  assistant  to  bleeding  from  the  arm ; 
and  in  others,  it  may  very  properly  supersede 
it.    If,  according  to  these  rules,  persons  la- 
bouring with  a  true,  unequivocal  Gonorrhoea, 
(and  I  do  not  call  every  slight  running  with- 
out inflammation  by  that  name)  were  treated, 
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in  the  first  instance,  with  one  or  other. of  these 
evacuations,  as  the  foundation  for  other  re- 
medies, we  should  rind  this  one  of  the  easiest 
diseases  in  nature  to  cure. — Will  any  man 
say  that  the  operation  of  mercury,  whether 
locally  or  generally  applied,   is  more  safe  in 
an  inflammatory  disease,  when  no  evacuation 
of  this  kind  has  been  used,  than  when  it  has  ? 
Will  he  say,  that  the  Beds.  Capaiv.  or  other 
medicines  of  the  stimulating  terebinthinate 
kind,  are  as  safe  where  this  evacuation  has 
not,  as  when  it  has  been  employed  ?  Or  will 
Opium,  or  injections  of  any  sort  or  kind,  act 
with  equal  safety  or  certainty,  when  this  eva- 
cuation has  been  omitted,   as  when  it  has 
not?    Or  can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed 
that  a  disease,  every  symptom  of  which  marks 
inflammation  in  the  strongest  manner,  can 
always  pursue  its  natural  course  without  in- 
terruption  or  trouble,   when  these  powerful 
aids  are  wholly  withheld?    Are  there  not  many- 
causes  of  irritation,  all  of  which  tend  to  keep 
up  inflammation  subsisting  in  the  urethra  dur- 
ing  the  progress  of  this  disease  ?    And  is 
'it  not  clear  in  order  to  succeed  in  the  cure, 
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that  these,  must  be  counteracted  in  the  first 
instance  ? 

The  second  kind  of  evacuation  necessary  in 
Gonorrhoea  is  purging.    With  regard  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  may  be  carried,  I  think  it 
sufficient  if  the  bowels  be  kept  moderately 
open  ;  and  that  in  our  choice  of  purgatives, 
the  lenient,  as  being  more  cooling,  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  drastic,  or  eVen  to  those  of 
the  hydragogue  kind. — The  Saline  purgatives 
have  frequently  been  employed  for  this  pur- 
pose ;    and   they  would   be  very  useful,  if 
they  did  not  probably  increase    the  stimu- 
lating power   of   the  urine,   by  adding  to 
its  salts.    To  render  this   inconvenience  of 
less  consequence,    they  should,  when  used, 
be  dissolved  in  a  large  proportion  of  water, 
and  the  drinking  plentifuMy  of  diluting  liquors 
'  should  be  particularly  insisted   on,   even  to 

the  night  after,  as  Well  as  the  day  on  which 
they  are  given;  and  if  thin  water-gruel,  or 
barley-water,  cannot  be  had,  plain  water  will 
answer  the  purpose,  though  less  effectually. 
As  to  other  lenient  purgatives,  if  the  bowels 
are  easily  moved,  there  can  be  no  difficulty 
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\h  the  choice  ;  but,  if  otherwise,  their  opera 
tion  may  be  quickened  by  the  addition  of  a 
more  powerful  evacuant.    When  the  use  of 
this  class  of  medicines  in  Gonorrhoea  is  men- 
tioned, I  do  not  mean  to  lay  the  stress  on 
them  which  Sydenham,  Boerhaave,  and  some 
other  writers  have  done,  but  must  insist  on 
it,   that  they  are,  to  a  certain  degree,  ne- 
cessary during  the  inflammatory  states  of  the 
disease ;  not  only  to  obviate  repletion,  but  to 
counteract  the  constipating  effects  of  a  re- 
medy of  no  small  moment  in  the  dure,  I 
mean  opium. — And  when  the  treatment  is  not 
conducted  strictly  on  an  antiphlogistic  plan, 
or  when  bleeding  and  other  means  of  lowering 
the  subsisting  inflammation  have  been  en- 
tirely omitted,  this  kind  of  evacuation  be- 
comes the  more  necessary;   -For  there  is  a 
very  material  difference;    whethef  it  be  em- 
ployed in  aid  of  the  general  plan  how  recom- 
mended, or  whether  it  be  so  far  depended 
upon  a9  to  be  the  only  evacuant. 

On  the  article  of  dilution  very  great  stress 
has  been  laid3  and,  I  think,  justly.  It  rm 
been  adopted  not  only  ais  a  mcde  to  dilute 

VOL.  II.  O 


]Q4  Remarks  on  the  Cure 

the  salts  of  the  urine,  thereby  rendering  it 
less  stimulating,  and  not  so  apt  to  cause  that 
kind  of  sensation  in  its  passage  along  the 
tender  and  denuded  surface  of  the  urethra, 
called  heat  of  urine ;  but  dilution  has  been 
said  to  answer  the  purpose  of  an  injection, 
and  that  not  only  partially,  but  generally, 
throughout  the  ivhole  passage  of  the  urethra. 
Its  utility  as  a  mode  of  relief  in  this  disease 
is  certainly  well  founded  ;  but  it  is  only  one 
of  the  means,  and  should  not  be  depended 
upon  fclone: — generally  speaking,  it  cannot 
act  fairly  without  other  helps.  For  instance, 
in  full,  young,  plethoric  habits,  with  great 
inflammation,  it  would  avail  but  little,  with- 
out the  foregoing  evacuations  and  other  parts 
of  our  general  plan.    And  the  same  may  be 

f  1 

said  of  demulcents  when  mixed  with  diluents  : 
they  will  all  of  them  shew  some  degree  of 
power  in  alleviating  the  painful  symptoms  of 
Gonorrhoea,  even  when  used  alone,  in  habits 
rather  irritable  than  inflammatory;  but  they 
are  most  useful  assistants  to  the  more  power- 
ful means  of  relief : — and  all  I  need  add  is, 
that  they  appear  to  be  necessary  parts  of  the 
general  treatment. 
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Under  the  head  of  Relaxants,  may  be  com- 
prehended two  kinds  of  remedies — the  one  in- 
ternal, the  other  external. 

The  internal  relaxants  consist  of  antimo- 
nials,  whether  used  in  the  form  of  emetics, 
or  in  small  doses,  so  as  to  act  more  constantly 
on  the  skin.  The  former  method  has  not  had 
(as  far  as  I  know)  any  place  in  Gonorrhoea. 
But,  perhaps,  if  a  powerful  revulsion  should 
at  any  time  become  necessary,  Tart.  Emetic, 
Pulu.  Anlimon.  or  James  s  Poiuder,  might  be 
given  with  advantage,  so  as  to  prove  emetic. 
But  they  seem  to  be  more  generally  indicated 
in  small  doses,  and  during  the  height  of  the 
inflammatory  symptoms,  when  called  in  to 
assist  other  means  of  relief. 

The  great  utility  of  the  warm  bath  in  Gonor- 
rhoea is  not  to  imagined  by  those  who  have 
not  fully  and  fairly  practised  it. — If  bleeding, — 
if  purgatives, — if  dilution, — if  internal  relaxants 
are  ever  necessary  to  quell  the  more  refractory 
symptoms  of  this  disease,  the  warm  bath  must 
be  more  so.  For  all  the  former  act  on  the  habit, 
and  by  that  general  action  tend  to  relieve  the 
part  affected;  but  this  is  a  remedy  which  im- 
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mediately  and  directly  procures  ease,  lessening 
inflammation  as  well  as  irritation  at  the  same 
time,  much  more  by  a  local  than  by  its  general 
action,  and  that  without  deranging,  in  the 
smallest  degree,  the  natural  means  of  cure. 
Besides,  it  may  greatly  forward  the  cure  by 
relaxing  the  parts,  and  promoting  or  repro- 
ducing the  discharge  when  it  has  been  check- 
ed improperly. 

It  may  frequently  be  employed  without  a 
previous  antiphlogistic  regimen ;  but  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  symptoms  are  likely  to 
run  high,  or  in  which  they  are  troublesome, 
that  kind  of  regimen  should  precede  it. 
Having  experienced,  in  numberless  instances, 
its  power  of  alleviating  the  symptoms  with 
great  celerity  and  certainty,  I  can  venture  to 
recommend  it  with  confidence:  and  in  many 
other  cases,  when  the  above  regimen  may  not 
from  a  tendency  to  weakness,  be  so  proper 
or  necessary,  from  but  a  slight  disposition 
to  inflammation,  or  other  circumstances,  it 
will  be  of  singular  service. — Under  this  divi- 
sion may  be  comprehended  the  partial  ap- 
plication of  warm  water,  whether  locally  in 
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the  form  of  fomentation,  by  means  of  bladders 
filled  with  the  fluid  and  applied  to  the  peri- 
nseum,  by  immersing  the  part  in  the  same 
fluid,  or  setting  over  the  vapour  of  warm 
water  from  a  close  stool-pan.  These  means 
are  of  less  efficacy  than  the  warm  bath :  they 
may  however  be  had  recourse  to  when  that 
cannot  be  obtained. 

Of  equal  power  with  the  foregoing  is  Opium. 
It  may  be  given  with  the  same  precautions ; 
and  from  the  combination  of  this  medicine 
with  the  warm  bath  the  good  effects  are 
often  beyond  credibility.  There  are  some  con- 
stitutions in  which  it  does  not  agree  perfectly; 
but  with  the  precautions  of  a  previous  anti- 
phlogistic treatment  with  open  bowels,  even 
in  these  habits  it  may  be  given  with  the 
utmost  safety.  It  may  be  employed  two  ways 
either  by  the  mouth,  or  with  oil  and  warm 
water,  in  the  form  of  enema.  The  first,  being 
the  most  agreeable  and  convenient,  may  fce 
generally  used ;  but  the  latter  when  submit- 
ted to  is  infinitely  the  most  powerful,  not 
only  as  a  relaxant,  hut  as  an  appeaser  of  ir- 
ritation. And  it  has  this  further  advantage, 
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of  being  applied  to  a  surface  in  close  connec- 
tion with  the  bladder  and  diseased  urethra, 
—-namely,  the  rectum. 

The  foregoing  means  of  relief  are  appli- 
cable to  the  diseases-till  the  chordee  is  anti- 
cipated, greatly  diminished,  or  gone ;  and 
their  known  medical  properties  appear  well 
adapted  to  the  most  inflammatory  stages  and 
states  of  Gonorrhoea  :  and  having  ventured  to 
say  so  much,  I  leave  the  more  particular  ap- 
plication of  them  to  the  discretion  of  those 
whose  province  it  is  to  treat  the  disease.  If 
my  idea  be  just, — if  in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta 
there  is  a  combination  of  two  powers,  namely, 
infection  and  inflammation, — and  if  the  latter 
gives  energy  to  the  former,  the  proper  ma- 
nagement of  the  inflammatory  symptoms  must 
form  a  very  important  consideration  in  the 
cure.  It  is  only  necessary  to  repeat  that  they 
should  be  suppressed  early:  and  if  the  prac- 
titioner will  take,  as  his  principal  guides,  the 
habit,  the  state  of  the  part,  the  time  of  the 
disease,  and  the  season  of  the  year,  the  means 
above  mentioned  will,  I  trust,  be  fully  suf- 
ficient to  answer  these  indications  of  cure, 
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According  to  the  existing  circumstances  he 
may  make  choice  of  two  or  more  parts  of 
the  treatment,  he  may  comhine  them  on  a 
large  and  more  extensive  scale ;  and  in  the 
short  period  of  a  few  days  (if  the  exigencies 
of  the  case  should  require  it)  he  may  take 
in  its  several  parts.  But  whether  he  takes  in 
the  whole  or  a  part,  all  violent  exercise  should 
be  avoided,  lewd  ideas  should  be  banished 
from  the  mind,  and  the  importance  of  quie- 
tude inculcated,  under  a  cooling  and  well  re- 
gulated diet. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  above  plan  that  cati 
have  a  tendency  to  stop  the  discharge  in  Go3 
norrhoea  prematurely ;  on  the  contrary,  this 
continues  in  a  more  mild  state  than  it  was 
before,  tending  still  more  to  keep  down  the 
the  future  rise  of  inflammatory  symptoms : 
and,  in  short,  when  under  such  treatment  the 
chordee  is  fairly  gone,  the  reproduction  of 
the  symptoms  is  not  an  easy  matter,  as  be- 
fore ; — so  powerfully  will  the  natural  means 
of  cure  operate,  after  the  above  treatment,  in 
checking  their  rise! 

Having  considered  the  practice  above  speci- 
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fied  as  applicable  during  the  first  and  most  in- 
flammatory stage  of  the  disease,   when  the 
symptoms  are  increasing  in  violence  progres- 
sively, till  the  Chordee  is  considerably  dimi- 
nished,— the  state  of  the  urethra  thencefor- 
wards  leads  to  other  indications.    If  mercury 
be  used  either  externally  or  internally,  this 
seems,  to  me  the  proper  period  for  its  exhibi- 
tion in  an  inflammatory  habit.    It  may  be  fairly 
presumed  that  it  may  be  employed  with  more 
safety  and  effect  under  a  decreasing  than  under 
an  increasing  inflammation  ;  with  more  pro- 
priety after  relaxation  has  weakened  the  vessels 
of  the  part-  than  when  the  action  of  those  ves- 
sels is  hourly  getting  more  violent.    In  the  one 
state,  the  stimulus  of  the  medicine  would  be 
adding  fuel  to  the  fire; — doing  more  hurt  by 
the,  irritation  it  would  produce  than  good  as 
an  antivenereal,  ameliorant,   or  by  whatever 
other  principle  it  may  be  said  to  operate,  acting 
with  and  augmenting  the  most  painful  symp- 
toms of  the  disease.    In  the  other  state,  its  ap- 
plication will  commence  not  only  after  those 
symptoms-have  been  fairly  lowered,  but  after  -a 
certain  degree  of  relaxation  has  UXen  place, 
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under  the  kindly  influence  of  the  natural  means 
of  cure ;  I  mean,  the  increased  secretion  from 
the  urethra. — So  that  in  the  one  case  there  is 
inflammation  operating  against  our  endeavours 
to  relieve  by  mercury; — but  in  the  other,  re- 
laxation, diminished  action,  and  a  lessening  ir- 
ritability of  the  part,  greatly  operating  in  our 
favour,  and  counteracting  the  stimulus  of  this 
medicine. 

When  the  inflammatory  symptoms  are  consi- 
derably diminished  by  art  and  nature,  and  the 
disease  has  reached  what  I  have  called  the  se- 
cond stage,  mercury  may,  I  conceive,  even  in 
the  most  inflammatory  habits,  be  employed 
with  advantage.  The  urethra  is  at  this  period 
in  a  state  of  irritation  rather  than  inflamma- 
tion ;  the  discharge  is  less  acrimonious,  but 
still  requiring  the  help  of  medicine  to  make  it 
more  bland  and  more  poncocted.  When  this 
state  of  the  disease  is  neglected,  and  irritation 
is  long  kept  up  on  the  part,  like  a  common  sore 
of  the  skin,  it  will  degenerate  into  a  crude,  ill- 
conditioned  kind  of  excoriation,  that  may  be 
followed  by  actual  ulceration,  tedious  gleet,  and 
*he  healing  or  contraction  of  the  ulceration, 
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by  stricture.  Whoever  reflects  on  the  very 
delicate  structure  of  the  urethra,  how  easily  its 
cells  may  be  injured  by  long  continued  inflam- 
mation or  irritation,  will  see  that  these  conse- 
quences are  neither  impossible  nor  improbable. 
Early  attention  to  the  means  of  relief  already 
mentioned,  and  adherence  to  some  further  ob- 
servations I  shall  now  make,  will  obviate  these 
tinhappy  consequences. 

The  inflammatory  symptoms  of  the  first  stage 
having  subsided,  and  the  Chordee  diminished 
Or  gone,  mercury  may  be  immediately  exhibited. 
It  may  be  rubbed  in,  either  to  the  perinasum, 
glans,  or  thighs;  or  it  may  be  taken  internally.* 
And  whether  it  acts  by  an  antivenereal  power, 
or  as  a  promoter  of  a  good  and  well  digested 
Secretion,  the  fact  is,  that  at  this  period  it 
tends  to  shorten  the  disease.  The  smallness 
of  the  quantity  necessary  to  produce  this  effect, 
in  some  cases,  inclines  me  to  believe  that  it 

*  I  have  here  mentioned  the  glans,  having  considered  it 
?.s  a  good  absorbing  surface  for  mercury,  and  so  it  is.  But 
having  lately  noted  even  this  inode  to  be  hurtful  in  the  true 
Gonorrhoea,  by  producing  a  metastasis  to  the  neck  of  the  * 
bladder,  I  do  not  recommend  it  without  some  degree  of 
fear  and  hesitation. 
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may  act  rather  as  one  of  the  pus  moventia, 
than  by  its  antivenereal  power.— 4t  is  very  well 
known  that  two  or  three  grains  of  Calomel 
given  every  ;iigbt,  for  a  few  nights  only,  will 
frequently  correct  the  discharge  of  internal 
sores,  and  make  those  sores  inclined  to  heal ; 
and  mercury  seems  to  have  the  same  effect  on 
the  mucus  of  the  urethra  that  it  has  on  pus. 
It  is  of  no  great  consequence  in  Gonorrhoea, 
whether  it  acts  thus  as  an  ameliorant  or  an- 
tivenereal.— We  may  be  contented  to  know 
that  it  relieves,  without  diviHg  deeper,  it  cer- 
tainly acts  both  ways.  But  it  would  be  of  great 
consequence  to  establish  the  fact  of  its  ameli- 
orating power  on  a  mucous  membrane,  for  the 
purpose  of  applying  mercury  to  some  other 
mucous  surfaces.* 

There  is  another  observation  or  two  to  be 
made  on  the  subject  of  mercury  in  these  inflam- 
matory habits.  The  more  perfectly  and  quickly 
the  painful  symptoms  are  mitigated  or  removed 
by  a  previous  cooling,  antiphlogistic  treat- 

*  I  here  allude  to  some  violent  catarrhal  affections  of 
Sneider's  membrane  of  the  throat,  an  1  mucous  membrane  of 
the  lungs,  ending  too  often  in  pulmonary  consumption. 
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merit,  the  sooner  may  this  medicine  be  en- 
tered upon,  and  the  shorter  will  the  time  of 
cure  be.  It  may  at  first  be  used  in  a  full 
dose ;  that  dose  may  be  repeated  at  proper 
intervals,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  affect 
the  mouth,  as  in  the  case  of  chancre.  And 
though  I  have  mentioned  the  first  part  of 
the  second  stage  as  the  most  favourable  for 
its  action,  yet  when  the  above  plan  has  pro- 
duced a  certain  freedom  from  the  more  -  pain- 
ful symptoms,  the  regular  progress  of  the 
disease  being  shortened,  its  application  may 
frequently  commence  at  a  more  early  date. 
The  intervals  between  the  frictions  may  be 
long  or  short,  according  to  the  predisposition 
to  a  ptyalism  ;  but  the  quantity  used  at  each 
friction  should  be  a  full  one. 

But  to  return. — Even  in  this  state  of  the 
urethra  a  cooling  regimen,  with  quietude,  is 
necessary,  although  by  no  means  to  the  same 
extent  as  in  the  preceding  stage.  There  should 
be  an  interval  of  a  day  or  two  between  the 
frictions,  to  prevent  an  unexpected  affection 
of  the  mouth,  or  mercurials  internally  may  be 
given  in  small  doses  j  and  during  their  conti- 
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nuance  the  warm  bath  may  occasionally  be  used, 
both  to  keep  off  a  local  irritation,  and  to  ob- 
viate the  danger  of  a  ptyalism.* — The  bowels 
must  be  kept  from  costiveness,  and  Opium  if 

necessary  still  continued.  With  respect  to 

the  exhibition  of  the  latter,  it  may  be  employed 
either  internally  or  externally,  either  by  the 
mouth  or  rectum,  but  at  night  only.  The 
urethra  being  now  in  a  state  rather  of  irrita- 
tion than  inflammation,  that  irritation  should 
not  be  increased  by  intemperance,  exercise, 
&c.  How  far  it  may  be  right  to  persist  in 
a  plan  approaching  to  an  antiphlogistic  one, 
or  to  deviate  from  it,  must  be  left  to  the 
practitioner.    There  is  no  laying  down  a  ge- 

*  In  every  symptom  dependent  on  chancre  and  its  con- 
sequences, I  have  been  an  advocate  for  making  the  mouth 
sore,  and  keeping  up  the  affection  for  a  certain  time.  But 
except  in  the  instances  of  chancre  at  the  orifice,  within  the 
urethra,  or  affection  of  the  prostate,  this  does  not  appear 
necessary  in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta.  For  it  is  not  only  a  mo- 
dification of  Lues  Venerea  different  from  chancre,  but  it  is 
probably  a  subordinate  species  of  infection — not  requiring 
the  same  decisive  effects  of  mercury — but  no  harm  can 
arise  from  the  patient  feeling  a  very  slight  affection  of  the 
month. 
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neral  rule  applicable  to  all  cases;  he  must 
be  guided  by  circumstances,  and  act  accord- 
ingly. I  must  only  remark  that  when  the 
previous  treatment,  described  for  the  first 
stage,  has  been  wholly,  or  almost  wholly,  neg- 
lected, and  he  is  called  to  direct  in  the  first 
state  of  the  second  stage,  he  may  there,  with 
great  propriety,  apply  an  antiphlogistic  treat- 
ment more  liberally,  and  before  he  attempts 
to  use  mercury.  The  intention  here  also  is, 
by  a  cooling  method  of  treatment,  to  bring 
the  patient  from  an  irritable  and  overheated, 
to  a  quiet  and  more  secure  state,  suffering 
the  discharge  to  take  its  natural  course.  . 

If  under  the  above  treatment  the  symptoms 
are  daily  declining,  and  the  Chordee  gone,  the 
irritability  of  the  membrane  (if  the  habit  and 
other  circumstances  do  not  contra-indicate) 
may  be  still  more  diminished  by  the  Bark. 
It  may  be  given  in  full  doses,  in  quantity 
from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce,  in  the 
twenty-four  hours.  Should  there  be  any  c\f- 
cumstances  unfavourable  to  its  action,  the 
former   means  may  be  continued  alone  till 
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the  Chordee,  ardor  urinae,  and  every  other 
symptom  denoting  irritation,  cease. 

In  addition  to  the  general  plan  above  specified 
there  are  two  classes  of  remedies  yet  to  mention. 
The  one  of  which  has  been  often,  the  other 
seldom,  if  ever,  employed  in  Gonorrhoea.  Al- 
though, like  other  parts  of  the  plan,  they 
may  be  made  to  co-operate  toward  a  cure,  yet 
they  are  in  nature  distinct  from  e.ich  other,  and 
widely  different. — By  the  one  I  allude  to  the 
various  means  we  have  of  raising  an  artificial 
inflammation  and  drain  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  parts  affected  with  irritation  and  inflam- 
mation ;  by  the  other,  to  the  internal  use  of 
the  natural  balsams. 

With  respect  to  the  first. — The  well-known 
facts  that  the  accidental  appearance  of  a  hernia 
humoralis,  or  the  considerable  enlargement  of 
a  lymphatic  gland,  checking  the  progress  of  the 
Gonorrhoea,  and  taking  off  the  inflammation 
of  the  urethra  in  some  cases,  and  the  evident 
tendency  these  circumstances  have  towards 
curing  the  gonorrhoeal  affection,  shew  suffi- 
ciently the  utility  of  the  practice  I  am  about  to 
p.ropose,  and  are  hints  which,  though  derived 
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from  accident  or  mismanagement,  may  lead  to 
further  improvement.  If  more  powerful  rea- 
sons be  wanting,  such  may  be  drawn  from  the 
general  and  uniform  practice  of  physic,  which 
has  been  long  in  possession  of  a  very  good 
and  safe  way  of  taking  off  irritation  and  inflam- 
mation from  the  internal  part  by  inflaming  the 
skin,  and  producing  a  drain  externally,  as  by 
the  common  blister  ;  a  treatment  which  in 
many  inflammations  stands  upon  the  most  solid 
foundation,  not  only  having  place  when  some 
of  the  foregoing  remedies  have  preceded,  but 
having  this  singular  advantage  of  being  applica- 
ble, and  every  way  competent  to  a  cure,  when 
these  means,  from  weakness,  are  inadmissible. 
Perhaps  the  nature  of  Gonorrhoea  may  be  such 
that  Cantharides  cannot  be  generally  applied 
during  the  increase  of  the  inflammatory  symp- 
toms, although,  I  believe,  in  some  habits  it 
may  ;  yet  when  the  tendency  to  Chordee  is 
over,  and  rest,  with  a  suitable  regimen  has 
been,  enjoyed,  there  does  not  appear  to  me  any 
valid  objection  lo  its  use.  It  is  not  only  more 
safe,  but  more  effectual  when  used  externally 
in  form  of  a  blister,  perina?o,  than  when  given 
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internally,  in  the  way  recommended  for  Gleets, 
by  the  late  Dr.  Mead.  It  is  perhaps  even  safer 
than  the  free  and  unqualified  exhibition  of 
Bah.  Capa'w. 

The  means  above  described  have  generally 
answered  my  purpose  fully,  without  having  re- 
course to  the  raising  of  an  artificial  inflamma- 
tion ;  but  I  am  convinced,  that  there  are  many 
■circumstances  of  the  disease,  in  which,  if  sub- 
mited  to,  it  would  be  of  singular  utility,  by 
taking  oft'  that  strong  disposition  to  local  irrita- 
tion in  certain  parts  of  the  urethra,  which 
keeps  up  the  discharge,  and  prevents  the  mem- 
brane from  re-acquiring  its  natural  healthy  tone. 
— The  other  powerful  means  of  diverting  irrita- 
tion from  the  surface  of  the  urethra,  namely, 
by  issues  and  seton,  are  less  exceptionable  than 
blistering,  not  having  the  smallest  tendency  to 
stimulate  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  And  either 
of  them  may  be  applied,  with  great  propriety, 
in  some  obstinate  cases,  where  there  is  a  dispo- 
sition to  disease,  more  particularly  if  in  the 
membranous  part  of  the  urethra,  or  neck  of 
the  bladder;  and  they  will  act  powerfully  in 
obviating  a  diseased  prostate,  by  taking  off  or 
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rather  assisting  to  take  off,  the  previous  inflam- 
matory symptoms,  where  there  is  an  affection 
of  the  prostate  from  irritation  or  inflammation 
without  diseased  organization. 

Of  much  less  power,  but  of  some  use  in  Go- 
norrhoea, is  the  external  use  of  Vol.  Alcali, 
Camphor,  Sp.  Vini  Recti/,  and  the  acetous  acid. 
When  the  disease  has  been  treated  from  the 
beginning  with  the  precautions  above  described, 
it  has  hardly  ever  happened  to  me  that  there 
has  been  a  necessity  for  having  recourse  to  the 
natural  balsams.    I  am,  notwithstanding,  fully 
convinced  that  they  may  be  very  instrumental 
in  the  cure.    This  class  of  medicines  consists 
principally  of  Bals.  Capaiv.  Opobalsam,  Tere- 
binth. Fen.  e  Chio,  Cohphrony,  Mastic,  and 
G.  Guaiacum. — They  have  all  of  them  a  very 
considerable  degree  of  power,  not  only  in  this 
disease,  but  in  secretions  or  discharges  from 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  kidneys,  ureters, 
and  bladder,  of  which,  were  it  necessary,  many 
proofs  might  be  produced  :  but  in  Gonorrhoea 
I  would  confine  their  application  to  the  middle 
and  last  period  of  its  second  stage.    And  they 
should  not,  I  think,  be  generally  employed  in  a 
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full  habit,  or  in  large  doses,  without  previous 
evacuation  by  bleeding,  whether  they  be  given 
to  suppress  a  Gleet,  or  at  a  more  early  period 
of  the  disease.  Their  general  mode  of  action 
will  not  only  warrant  this  doctrine,  but  points 
out  also  the  necessity  of  dilution,  demulcents, 
the  warm  bath,  and  opium.  They  are  certainly 
stimulants,  in  a  very  extensive  sense  of  the 
wotd.  Whoever  has  given  Bah.  Capaiv.  in 
full  doses,  must  have  found  that,  among  other 
effects,  it  heated  the  skin  and  system  univer- 
sally, and  in  a  few  cases,  when  improperly  ex- 
hibited, it  has  stimulated  the  kidneys  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  produce  bloody  urine,  stran- 
gury, &c. 

The  above  mentioned  observations  are  more 
particularly  necessary  in  the  use  of  this  medi- 
cine; but  they  are  not  the  only  precautions. — 
It  should  not  be  given  largely  so  as  to  stop 
the  discharge  hastily  ;  and  when  given  even  in 
moderate  doses,  it  should  be  enveloped  in  mu- 
cilage ;  and  thus  managed,  the  combination  will 
frequently  lessen  and  ameliorate  the  discharge 
in  a  gradual  way,  without  stopping  it  at  once, 
and  without  heating  the  system  or  kidneys  too 
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much. — There  is  one  part  of  the  action  of  these 
medicines  which  I  believe  is  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree  common  to  them  all ;  but  it  was 
from  the  Bals.  Ca.pa.iv.  alone  that  the  fact  was 
taken.    I  have  known  it  repeatedly  given  in 
the  most  unqualified  way,   without  previous 
bleeding,  without  regimen,  without  dilution, 
without  mucilage,  in  its  crude  form  of  balsam, 
dropped  into  water  :  and  it  has,  in  the  space  of 
a.  few  hours,  taken  off  the  great  ardor  urines  in 
the  first  stage  of  a.  Gonorrhoea,  the  discharge 
having  been  thereby  partially  or  totally  checked. 
And  it  seemed  to,  have  the  power  of  taking  off 
the  local  irritation  in  the  urethra,  principally 
by  raising  a  general  irritation  on  the  skin  and 
other  parts  of  the  system.    We  know  that  a 
topical  inflammation  will  sometimes  be  the  cri- 
sis and  cure  of  a  fever,  but  the  reverse  of  that 
proposition  seems  to  take  place  from  the  action 
of  this  medicine  in  Gonorrhoea.    For  the  pro- 
gress of  the  local  symptoms  is  immediately 
altered,  they  take  a  different  course,  and  the 
disease  seems  as  if  cured  by  this  new,  diffused 
commotion.    If  it  be  said  that  it  has  also  an 
operation  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  kid- 
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neys,  ureters,  bladder,  and  urethra,  I  acknow- 
ledge it  has;  but  the  above  effects  it  has  also 
produced,  when  the  more  partial  action  of  the 
medicine  on  these  surfaces  could  not  be  distin- 
guished. So  far  from  controverting,  however, 
its  particular  influence  oil  these  parts,  I  am 
satisfied  that  long  experience  has  established 
the  efficacy  of  terebinthinated  clysters,  before 
the  milder  remedies  of  Opium,  warm  water  and 
oil,  were  attended  to.  And  that  they  have 
relieved  in  some  calculous  obstructions  of  the 
ureters  and  kidneys,  when  assisted  by  other 
means,  I  believe  there  cannot  be  the  smallest 
doubt, — and  that  though  the  discharge  of 
mucus  was  considerable :  therefore  I  make 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  the  Bals.  Capaiv.  pos- 
sesses a  similar  property,  but  in  a  superior 
degree. 

Upon  the  whole,  what  may  be  said  on 
the  subject  of  these  medicines  in  Gonor- 
rhoea is  this: — They  are  endued  wiih  differ- 
ent degrees  of  power.  The  Bals.  Capaiv.  and 
Opobalsamum,  are  the  best  of  the  tribe,  and  in 
this  disease  the  most  efficacious.  But  they  are 
medicines  which  should  not  be  used  during 
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the  early  progress  or  increase  of  the  inflamma- 
tory symptoms,  nor  till  the  Chordee  has  been 
fairly,  or  almost  entirely  removed  by  other yp^ 
means,  lest  the  discharge  should  be  suddenly 
checked,  and  phlegmonous  inflammation  in- 
duced. In  the  application  of  these  medicines, 
a  great  deal  must  depend  on  what  has  been  the 
previous  treatment.  Under  the  plan  now  deli- 
neated they  may  be  frequently  given  with  per- 
fect safety  and  effect,  even  in  a  full  dose,  in 
the  middle  period  of  the  last  stage.  But  the 
safest  way  is  to  employ  them  in  moderate  doses, 
with  a  view  to  ameliorate  and  lessen  the  secre- 
tion by  degrees,  without  taking  it  away  at  once. 
I  am  convinced  they  have  a  strong  tendency  to 
heal  that  kind  of  late  excoriation  to  which 
the  urethra  is  subject  in  Gonorrhoea. — Piso,  in 
his  natural  history  of  the  West  Indies,*  describes 
the  tree  producing  the  Balsam  Capaivi,  and  his 
method  of  using  the  balsam. — He  gave  it  in- 
ternally with  sugar,  or  oil,  and  injected  it 
also  into  the  urethra.— Of  this  last  practice  I 
have  had  no  experience. 

*  Gulielmi  Pisonis,  de  In  iae  utriusque  re  naturali  etmc- 
dica — p.  118. 
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The  plan  of  cure  contained  in  the  foregoing 
pages  is  so  far  regular  that  it  depends  upon  no 
equivocal  or  uncertain  theory.    It  is  founded, 
first,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  natural  history 
of  the  disease;    secondly,    in    the  known 
effects  of  certain  medicines ;   and  lastly,  the 
application  of  these  effects,  according  to  the 
date  of  the  disease  and  existing  circumstan- 
ces of  cases.    As  a  whole  it  is  principally  appli- 
cable to  persons  of  an  inflammatory  diathesis, 
who  suffer  not  only  in  present,  but  in  future, 
from  the  violence  with  which  the  disease  very 
frequently  proceeds  during  its  most  painful 
stage.    There  are  cases  so  difficult  to  conquer 
that  they  require  a  judicious  combination  of  all 
the  most  essential  parts  of  this  plan  ;  there  are 
others,  in  which  the  practice  should  be  modi- 
fied, and  followed  with  less  severity  of  disci- 
pline.   If  the  plan  will  relieve  in  the  worst  and 
most  rebellious,  the  proper  treatment  of  the 
milder  and  more  manageable  cases  of  the  disease 
will  easily  be  found ;  and  no  great  degree  of 
medical  erudition  is  necessary  to  enable  the 
student  to  make  a  proper  discrimination. 

In  the  first  volume  of  this  work  it  was 
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said  that  chancrous  and  gonorrhceal  infection 
were  sometimes  united  in  the  same  person, 
from  one  and  the  same  connection.  Expe- 
rience every  day  shews  that  this  double  kind 
of  infection  does  actually  take  place.  In  all 
such  cases,  as  we  employ  no  local  means  to 
smother  chancrous  ulceration,  or  check  the 
secretion,  the  true  nature  of  the  mixed  ma- 
lady must  be  soon  ascertained;  and  if  chancre 
be  combined  with  gonorrhoea,  it  will  shew 
itself,  probably,  within  the  time  specified  for 
the  introduction  of  mercury  in  gonorrhoea. 
— It  may  therefore  be  fairly  said  that  this  is 
a  safer  way  of  treating  the  disease,  than  by 
any  other  means  whatever  merely  local.  In 
this  mode  of  cure  there  cannot  only  be  no 
improper  suppression  of  gonorrhoeal,  but,  what 
is  infinitely  of  more  consequence,  no  smother- 
ing of  chancrous  infection.  And  if  chancre,  or 
chancrous  excoriation,  should  appear  during  the 
progress  of  the  gonorrhoea,  the  free  use  of  mer- 
cury must  be  the  remedy,  both  for  alleviating 
the  present,  and  obviating  future  consequences. 

How  useful  soever  the  above  general  method, 
cither  when  partially  or  wholly  followed,  may  be3 


of  Gonorrhoea  Viruknta.  11  f 

I  confess  it  is  open  to  some  objections.  It  is  in-? 
compatible  with  a  life  of  pleasure  and  dissipa- 
tion. A  man  with  a  fever  or  pleurisy,  I  have 
said  before,  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  confine 
himself,  to  keep  quiet,  and  submit  to  pro- 
per treatment, — not  from  choice,  but  neces- 
sity, because  incapable  of  much  motion  or 
exertion.    But  as  there  are  no  such  impedi- 
ments in  gonorrhoea,  the  above  plan,  how 
strongly  soever  it  may  be  indicated,  may  not 
perhaps  find,  among  the  majority  of  the  dis- 
eased,   a  ready  acquiescence.    It  requires  in 
its  prosecution  more  steadiness  and  restraint 
than  they  will   readily  submit  to;    it  may 
therefore  very  possibly  be  neglected,  although 
the  propriety  and  utility  of  the  thing  is  as 
clear  and  demonstrable,  tvhen  the  urethra  is 
highly  inflamed,  as  in  any  other  inflammatory 
disease  whatever.    For  this  membrane,  and 
all  the  parts  connected  with  it,  though  cer- 
tainly not  so  important  in  the  animal  economy 
as  the  lungs  or  pleura,  are  wonderfully  delicate 
in  structure,  and  being  naturally  so  framed, 
are  liable  to  groat  injury  from  inflammation. 
All  those  persons  who  consider  the  discharge 
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not  as  a  symptom,  but  as  the  circumstance 
constituting  the  disease,  will  have  another 
objection.  They  will  not  be  easy  till  that  dis- 
charge has  ceased;  and  the  sooner  this  happens, 
the  sooner  it  is  supposed  they  shall  be  cured. 
I  wish  I  could  say  that  such  was  the  general 
fact.  The  above  method  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared, in  point  of  speedy  effect,  with  some 
other  modes  of  treatment  to  be  hereafter 
mentioned,  in  which  local  means  of  cure  are 
employed  ;  because,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  above  method,  its  operation,  though  sure, 
is  somewhat  slow.  A  man  who  uses  an  in- 
jection over  night,  may,  if  he  pleases,  stop 
the  discharge  by  the  next  morning;  but  no 
such  sudden  effect  can  be  expected  from  this 
general  treatment.  I  shall  hereafter  enter 
at  large  into  the  medical  properties  of  some 
kinds  of  injection  ;  and  if  the  fact  should  turn 
out  that  the  majority  of  them  when  employ- 
ed early  rather  suppress  the  symptoms  than 
cure  the  disease,  though  such  suppression 
may  not  lead  to  consequences  truly  venereal, 
they  are  by  no  means  -safe,  more  especially 
as  they  sometimes  tend  to  produce  hernia 
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humoralis,  strangury,  inflammation  in  peri- 
neeo,  &c.  and  whenever  in  gonorrhoea  there 
are  either  chancres  or  chancrous  excoriation, 
they  will  certainly  tend  to  produce  secondary 
symptoms  of  Lues  Venerea. 

The  above  method  is  certainly  not  liable  to 
any  of  the  accidents  attending  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  gonorrhceal  discharge,  by  means 
simply  local.  And  it  is  worthy  of  due  considera- 
tion in  other  respects.    For  it  is  principally  by 
adopting  the  principles  laid  down  in  this  method 
that  local  means  can  be  rendered ,  safe  and 
effectual  in  the  first  instance.    And  it  is  to 
the  same  principles,  and  to  the  above  treat- 
ment alone,    that   we  must  have  recourse, 
when  injections  have  irritated  too  much,  when 
they  suppress  the  discharge  too  suddenly  or 
violently,  and  when  inflammatory  affections 
follow  such  suppression : — a  proof  sufficiently 
strong  of  its  extensive  utility!    If  it  be  the 
only  resource  to  which  we  can  safely,  in  case 
of  misfortune  from  injections,  apply  ;  and  if 
the  prosecution  of  it   is  not  open  to  the 
same  inconveniences, — so  is  it  in  many  cases, 


220  Remarks  on  the  Cure 

probably,  the  most  secure  method  of  treat- 
ment, when  followed  from  the  beginning. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above  doctrine,  is 
it  not  a  matter  generally  known  and  acknow- 
ledged, that  some  of  the  means  of  cure  late- 
ly mentioned  for  Gonorrhoea,  will  in  all  ca- 
tarrhous  affections  with  high  inflammation, 
cure  without  any  injection? — If  we  except  the 
circumstance  that  mercury  is  necessary  in  Go- 
norrhoea, and  not  in  these  diseases,  the  great 
outline  of  practice  must,  in  many  respects, 
be  the  same,  for  the  cases  are  parallel. 

When  so  much  is  said  in  favour  of  the 
method,  or  of  particular  parts  of  it,  the  reader 
will  be  pleased  to  remember  that  it  is  ap- 
plicable, as  a  whole,  to  the  unequivocal  Go- 
norrhoea Virulenta  only,  in  a  young  or  ple- 
thoric habit,  with  all  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  genuine  inflammation.  By  the 
term  unequivocal,  I  do  not  mean  every  dis- 
charge from  coition  arising  upon  former  injuries 
in  urethras  unsound,  or  from  accidents  not 
venereal;  but  I  mean  a  disease  fully  marked, 
,in  which,  from  appearances  and  symptoms, 
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I  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  its  true  cha- 
racter.   Many  Gonorrhoeae,  which  are  sup- 
posed to  be  venereal,   are  not  so,  and  the 
i  discrimination,  more  particularly  at  an  early 
period,  is  sometimes  a  very  nice  exercise  of 
the  judgment. 

To  corroborate  what  has  been  already  en- 
forced, I  hope  not  with  too  much  prolixity, 
I  shall  endeavour,  in  the  next  place,    to  il- 
lustrate and  strengthen  the  doctrine,  already 
laid  down,  still  further,  by  explaining  briefly 
the  treatment  of  the  more  common  early  ac- 
cidents of  the  disease.    Accidents  which  never 
can  happen  under  the  general  treatment  above 
described,  except  from  an  improper  suppres- 
sion of  the  natural  secretion,  either  through 
the  misconduct  of  the  patient,  the  injudici- 
ous use  of  Bals.  Capaiv.  or  the  too  prevalent 
practice  of  employing  without  due  discrimi- 
nation both  mercurial  and  sedative  injections. 
And  upon  tracing  back  what  has  been  written 
it  will  be  clearly  seen  how  strongly  the  prac- 
tice recommended,  in  the  pages  immediately 
foregoing,  tends  to  shew  a  method  of  cure 
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without  the  danger  of  these  two  truly  dis- 
agreeable consequences. 

First,  Hernia  humoralis. 

The  first  two  things  to  be  attended  to  in 
this  affection  are,  an  accurate  suspension  of 
the  testes  and  scrotum  by  a  proper  bag  truss, 
with  an  horizontal  posture.  These  are  so 
important,  as  in  slight  inflammations  some- 
times to  effect  a  cure  almost  without  me- 
dicine; and  are  on  no  account  ever  to  be 

dispensed  with.  -To  these  may  be  added 

cooling  applications  to  the  scrotum,  Cerat. 
Saturn. — Aq.  Vegeto  Miner  ale, — Acetum,  used 
cold  in  form  of  cataplasm,  or  applied  through 
the  medium  of  linen,  &c.  It  is  common  to 
employ  warm  cataplasms,  with  fomentation, 
in  many  of  these  cases ;  but  in  the  worst 
and  most  painful  hcrniae  humorales,  the'  Ace- 
tum,  applied  as  above,  with  a  little  fine  oat- 
meal or  farina  lini,  and  sweet  oil,  has  an- 
swered my  purpose  better  than  any  other  ap- 
plication. Besides  these  local  means  of  re- 
lief, bleeding,  laxatives,  a  strict  regimen  as 
to  diet,  and  the  warm  bath  to  relax  the  ure- 
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thra  and  neighbouring  parts,  and  thereby  as- 
sist in  reproducing  the  discharge,  which  has 
been  either  suppresed  or  checked,  will,  dur- 
ing the  inflammatory  state  of  the  complaint 
be  frequently  necessary.  The  pain  being  gone, 
the  inflammation  considerably  lessened,  and 
discharge  returning,  mercury  may  be  joined 
to  the  other  means;  and  on  that  I  have  ge- 
nerally afterwards  depended  for  the  further  re- 
duction of  the  tumefied  parts,  and  cessation  of 
the  discharge :  which  discharge  should  on  no  ac- 
count whatever,  in  my  opinion,  be  stopped  by 
the  use  of  injections,  Bah.  Capaiv.  or  the  cold 
bath. — Tepid  sea-bathing  is  much  more  safe  and 
effectual.  In  some  cases  I  have  known  ca- 
taplasms and  fomentations,  in  which  Hemlock 
was  the  basis,  of  singular  service,  after  the 
removal  of  the  inflammation,  both  when  used 
alone,  and  when  combined  with  slight  mercurial 
frictions,    to  the  part  or  its  neighbourhood. 

 If  the  hernia  humoralis  originates  in  an 

affection  of  that  part  of  the  urethra  where 
the  vasa  deferentia  open  into  it,  or  in  any 
case  where  the  discharge  continues  obstinate, 
or  in  small  quantity,  without  the  proper  di~ 
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minution  of  the  testis  or  epidydimis,  a  vesi- 
catory perinaeo  may  become  necessary. — After 
this  affection,  the  tumefied  parts  seldom  re- 
turn to  a  state  perfectly  natural. 

The  second  accident  to  be  mentioned  is  ten- 
derness and  enlargement  of  the  lymphatic 
glands,  proceeding  not  from  absorption  of  ve- 
nereal matter,  but  from  the  extended  irritation 
and  inflammation. 

The  third,  extension  of  the  inflammation 
from  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  to  the  neck, 
of  the  bladder,  with  a  copious  virulent  dis- 
charge. 

The  fourth,  inflammation,  extending  as  in 
the  last  case,  but  with  a  diminished  or  sup- 
pressed discharge. 

The  fifth,  inflammation  in  the  posterior  part 
of  the  urethra  ahd  neck  of  the  bladder,  from 
metastasis,  discharge  also  suppressed,  or  con- 
siderably lessened. 

The  sixth,  inflammation  in  perinaeo  ;  and, 

The  seventh  accident,  inflamed  prostate 
gland. 

In  each  of  the  above  cases,  mutatis  mutandis, 
the  appropriated  remedies  are  the  same — anti- 
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phlogistics,  leeches  to  the  haemorrhoidal  ves- 
sels, dilution,  discutients,  warm  bath,  Opium 
during  the  inflammatory  state ;  and  when  that 
has  been  sufficiently  diminished  to  render  the 
use  of  mercury  admissible,  this  specific  may  be 
employed  either  internally,  externally,  or  both 
ways ;  but  more  particularly  in  the  last  case, 
that  of  inflamed  prostate,  it  should  be  used 
freely,  both  as  an  antivenereal  and  powerful 
deobstruent.  If  the  mercury  be  urged  even  to 
a  slight  affection  of  the  mouth,  hi  all  these 
cases  it  can  do  no  harm,  and  may  do  much 
good. 

The  discharge,  be  it  more  or  less,  during  the 
whole  progress  of  the  disease  must  here  also 
be  left  to  nature,  and  the  general  effects  of  the 
means  of  cure. 

When  after  the  use  of  mercury  the  cure 
does  not  proceed  in  a  favourable  manner,  the 
epispastic  when  applied  to  the  perinaeum  may 
have  the  happiest  effect,  not  only  in  shorten- 
ing  the  disease,  but  in  preventing  other  con- 
sequences, as  tedious  Gleet,  Stricture,*  &c. — 


*  The  accidents  here  detailed  may  be  the  consequences 
of  inflammation  neglected,  irregularities  on  the  side  of  the 
VOL.  U.  Q  ' 
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and  the  excoriation  may  be  kept  up  for  some 
days.* 

In  the  last  five  described  cases,  we.  have 
frequently  not  only  a  very  painful  dysury,  but 
a  difficulty  of  making  water,  almost  amount- 
ing to  a  suppression,  or,  what  is  perhaps  a 
more  expressive  word,  a  retention  of  urine  j 
and  the  transition  from  this  to  an  actual  reten- 
tion, is  extremely  easy,  and  may  be  readily 
produced  by  irregularity  or  mismanagement, 
more  particularly  where,  at  a  former  period, 
there  have  been  strictures,  or  affections  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  ;  and  in  no  case  whatever 
are  evacuations  more  strongly  indicated,  as  a 
foundation  for  the  cooling,  relaxing,  anodyne 
treatment,  which  is  to  follow,  than  this.  In  no 
case  is  it  more  necessary  to  combine  the  different 
parts  of  the  antiphlogistic  treatment  speedily 

patient ;  or  they  may  arise  from  injections  too  stimulating,  or 
loo  sedative  ;  two  very  dangerous  extremes  !  By  the  gene- 
ral treatment  above  mentioned,  as  there  can  be  no  suppres- 
sion of  the  gonorrhosal  di  scharge,  nor  irritation  extraneous 
to  the  disease,  these  distressing  affections  do  not  follow,  and 
never  can  take  place  but  from  inattention. 

*  For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  various  means  ot 
relief  applicable  to  these  case*,  see  our  general  method. 
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unci  judiciously  with  that  relaxation  which  is 
producible  by  opium  and  warm  water  ;  nor  in. 
any  are  there  stronger  reasons  for  the  most 
early  application  of  the  proper  means  of  relief, 
to  obviate  the  alarming  consequences  of  a  tense, 
inflamed  bladder. — These  precautions  are  more 
particularly  worthy  attention,  from  this  further 
consideration— that  when  a  suppression  or  re- 
tention happens  in  any  of  the  above  situations, 
it  is  not  simply  a  suppression  or  retention  to  be 
presently  and  safely  removed,  as  in  some  old 
men  given  to  drinking,  by  the  immediate  or  fre- 
quent introduction  of  a  bougie  or  catheter,  but 
it  is  a  retention  wherein  the  bladder  suffers  not 
only  from  distention,  but  from  irritation  and 
inflammation  having  extended  themselves  to  it  ; 
which  retention  is  literally  the  consequence  of 
a  previous  and  still  subsisting  disease  in  the 
urethra,  rendered  throughout  extremely  tender 
and  painful,  and  likely  but  ill  to  bear  the  intro- 
duction of  either  bougie  or  catheter.  When 
retention  takes  place  here,  we  have  two  distinct 
causes  of  mischief — the  original  disease,  namely, 
the  Gonorrhoea,  which  is  still  going  on  ;  and  a 
secondary  one  arising  from  distention,  cop. 

a  1 
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traction,  and  inflammation  of  the  bladder  itself. 
Such  being  the  slate  of  the  case,  it  is  evident  that 
the  proper  means  of  preventing  tins  alarming 
symptom  cm  only  be  obtained  by  combining  the 
above  remedies,  employing  them  sufficiently 
soon,  and  concentering  their  effects,  to  coun- 
teract the  rapidity  of  the  disease  and  symp- 
toms within  as  short  a  space  of  time  as  possi- 
ble. 

There  is  a  point  of  time  when  the  secondary 
affection  (the  distended  bladder)  may  become 
the  object  of  most  attention,  and  require  the 
cautious  introduction  of  a  small  bougie,  of  a 
hollow  bougie  of  the  elastic  kind,  or  of  a  flexi- 
ble or  common  catheter; — of  these  instruments 
the  first  two  are  to  be  preferred.   But  when  this 
.  is  absolutely  necessary,  it  must  be  obvious  that 
the  above  previous  treatment,  although  in  par- 
ticular instances  it  may  fail  in  preventing  the 
retention,  yet  it  is  the  only  means  in  our  power 
of  rendering  the  passage  of  a  bougie  or  catheter 
tolerably  safe.     And  it  is  equally  clear  that 
our  general  remedies  before  recited  must  be  the 
best  sheet-anchor :    for  the  operation   of  a 
bougie  or  catheter  can  go  only  to^the  single 
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circumstance  of  unloading  the  bladder.  They 
are  not  o;ily  no  remedies  for  the  disease,  but 
the  introduction  of  them  is  frequently  attended 
with  pain,  and  sometimes  with  difiieulty;  and 
if  the  attempt  to  pass  them  fails,  or  much  force 
is  used,  they  may  do  mischief,  and  aggravate 
all  the  symptoms.  The  true  cure  of  the  pri- 
mary disease,  and  of  the  retention  of  urine, 
which  is  its  consequence,  may  most  frequently 
be  obtained  by  the  means  above  mentioned  ; 
which,  if  used  in  time  and  with  proper  steadi- 
nets,  I  am  confident  would  render  the  in- 
troduction of  a  bougie  or  catheter  frequently 
unnecessary ;  and  certainly,  under  the  above 
circumstances,  they  should,  if  possible,  be 
avoided. 

To  consider  this  matter  of  suppression  or 
retention  a  little  more  fully,  without  enlarging 
further  on  it  as  a  consequence  or  secondary 
symptom,  whether  arising  from  the  extention 
of  inflammation,  metastasis,  sympathy,  or  con- 
sent of  parts,  I  shall  first  endeavour  to  shew 
the  circumstances  of  such  retention  more  par- 
ticularly, and  the  operation  of  the  general  means 
of  relief  now  recommended,  as  far  as  I  have 
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hitherto  ascertained  them. — Whenever,  in  dis- 
eases affecting  the  bladder,  a  strong  disposition 
to  contraction  takes  place  in  its  muscular  fibres, 
whether  there  be  much  or  but  little  urine  con- 
tained in  it,  pain  arises. — We  find  the  pain  and 
contraction  great  in  the  stone,  and  some  other 
diseases,  although  the  quantity  of  urine  con- 
tained be  small.    With  this  kind  of  contraction 
we  have  here  nothing  to  do.    But  in  this  re- 
tention of  urine,  pain  arises  principally  from 
over  distention  of  the  bladder,  which  is  an  or- 
gan able  to  contain  naturally  a  considerable  but 
uncertain  quantity  of  urine  without  the  sensa- 
tion of  pain,  but  no  more  :  and  the  quantity  it 
is  capable  of  containing  withou  t  pain  depend 
on  the  irritability  of  the  bladder,  and  its  greater 
or  less  disposition  to  contract  at  the  time  ; — 
the  continuance  of  the  pain  and  contractions 
together  producing  inflammation.    Upon  thesa 
grounds  the  action  of  the  remedies  above  men- 
tioned may  be  accounted  for  in  the  case  of  a 
loaded  bladder.    The  disposition  to  contraction 
is  first  weakened  by  the  evacuations,  it  is  still 
more  diminished  by  the  relaxing  power  of  the 
warm  bath,  and  the  anodyne,  antispasmodic 
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influence  of  Opium :  and  the  bladder,  after  suf- 
fering more  or  less  distention,  is  brought  into 
an  atonic  state.  Its  muscular  powers  no  longer 
contract  with  the  usual  force  on  the  contained 
fluid,  and  the  sphincter  becomes  incapable  of 
action,  when,  for  a  short  time,  the  urine  passes 
away  slowly  by  drops,  without  the  patient 
being  able  to  prevent  it;  and  thus  the  bladder 
is  gradually  unloaded, — ease  and  relaxation  suc- 
ceeding to  pain  and  contraction.  But  to  pro- 
duce this  happy  effect,  the  evacuations,  warm 
bath,  and  opiates,  should  be  embraced  as  a 
combination  of  remedies,  all  tending  to  the 
same  end  ;  and  in  use  so  quickly  made  to  fol- 
low each  other  as  to  co-operate.  This  disease 
being  rapid  in  hs  progress,  and,  if  not  speedily 
removed,  too  often  fatal  in  the  event,  requires 
the  concurrence  of  all  these  powerful  means  of 
cure,  no  one  being  effectual  enough  to  answer 
singly. 

The  involuntary  dribbling  of  urine,  which  is 
frequently  observable  when  the  requisite  degree 
of  weakness  and  relaxation  of  the  muscular 
powers  of  the  bladder  has  been  produced  by 
medicine,  strongly  incline  me  to  believe  thai 
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in  cases  of  great  danger  another  remedy  might 
be  added  to  the  above  combination  ; — I  mean, 
an  infusion  of  the  leaves,  or  the  fumes  of 
Tobacco,  in  forma  enematis.  For  the  degree 
of  relaxation  these  occasion  when  exhibited  in 
strangulated  hernia;  is  not  only  sudden,  that 
is,  produced  within  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
bat  extremely  great. 

Whenever  the  tension  and  inflammation  of 
the  bladder  are  pressing,  and  this  mischief  be- 
comes the  principal  disease,  and  first  object  of 
attention, — and  there  is  not  sufficient  time  for 
the  due  operation  of  the  whole  of  the  above 
means, — as-  a  lesser  evil  must  always  give  way 
to  a  greater,  an  attempt  to  draw  ofF  the  urine 
must  be  made.  But  even  here  there  will 
always  be  a  sufficient  time  for  bleeding ;  and 
this  alone  may  lessen  the  contraction,  and  faci- 
litate the  introduction  of  a,  very  small  bougie, 
or  a  hollow  one  of  the  elastic  kind.  I  say  lessen 
the  contraction,  for  there  not  only  exists  this 
disposition  in  the  bladder,  but  in  the  urethra 
itself.  If  the  business  can  be  done  by  a  hol- 
low elastic  bougie,  with  a  piece  of  whalebone 
as  a  stilet,  or  without  the  stilet,  it  may  possibly 
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pass  as  a  common  bougie,  with  less  difficulty 
and  pain  to  the  patient  than  a  flexible,  or  com- 
mon catheter.  But  if  the  water  cannot  be 
drawn  off  by  this  means,  a  catheter  may  be 
used.         •  ' 

It  may  happen,  that  although  the  retention 
be  relieved  by  the  above  general  means  and 
the  aid  of  a  hollow  bougie  or  catheter,  yet  the 
bladder  not  having  recovered  perfectly 'its  lost 
tone,  cannot  do  the  office  of  discharging  its 
contents  properly,  in  which  case  a  portion  of 
fluid  still  lodging,  though  perhaps  it  may  not 
be  great,  will  tend  to  keep  up  the  irritation 
already  subsisting ;  and  if,  under  the  relaxation 
produced  by  the  previous  treatment,  such  cir- 
cumstance can  be  rendered  less  distressing  by 
discharging  from  time  to  time  even  a  moderate 
portion  of  urine,  and  the  introduction  of  the 
instrument  can  be  made  with  ease,  the  practice 
may  be  vindicable  :  but  there  must  be  the  cir- 
cumstancesof  retention  and  imperfect  evacuation 
of  the  bladder  to  warrant  it. — As  a  general  rule 
it  may  be  noted,  that  a  relaxed  state  of  the 
parts  is  always  most  favourable  for  the  introduc 
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tion  of  these  instruments  ;  and  its  contrary,  a 
state  of  contraction  and  inflammation,  unfa- 
vourable. 

• 

Abscess  in  perinao. 

The  prevention  of  this  affection  may  easily 
be  accomplished  by  the  means  which  have 
already  been  fully  explained  :  but  when  these 
have  been  neglected  a  suppuration  sometimes 
takes  place.  Although  this  suppuration  shews 
itself  externally,  yet  the  origin  of  it  is  in  the 
urethra  itself ;  the  common  integuments  exte- 
rior to  it  suffering  often  to  a  considerable 
extent.  It  has  been  a  practice  generally 
adopted,  and  I  think  very  properly,  to  open 
these  abscesses  early,  as  soon  as  a  fluctuation 
can  be  fairly  perceived  under  the  finger,  without 
waiting  for  a  more  complete  suppuration,  or 
for  the  tumor  making  what  is  called  a  point. 
When  opened,  the  extent  of  the  cavity  must 
direct  what  is  next  to  be  done  ;  and,  in  gene- 
ral, when  such  a  cavity  is  large,  the  integu- 
ments may  be  freely  divided.  The  contents 
of  the  abscess  are  generally  matter  and  .urine, 
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which  -eviclcntly  denote  a  breach  in  some  part 
b£  tUg,ur,etbi?fUniTEIftS ^breach  may  be  in  one  or 
more  places,  or  a  certain  portion  of  the  urethra 
may  have  sloughed,  and  the  opening  such 
abscesses  early  has  been  more  particularly  re- 
commended with  a  view  to  obviate  this  last 
accident.    A  large  and  free  division  I  conceive 
is  frequently  necessary  to  enable  the  surgeon  to 
incarn  from  the  bottom,  to  trace  the  breach 
in  the  urethra,  or  to  discover  any  deeper  seated 
lodgment  of  matter  that  may  have  taken  place ; 
and  it  will  in  the  course  of  the  treatment  be 
of  this  further  use,  where  a  breach  exists, 
though  it  cannot  be  seen  or  discovered,  and 
when  no  lodgment  has  been  formed,  it  will 
enable  him,   after  a  certain  time,  to  employ 
such  topics  as  have   a  power  of  producing 
healthy  granulations  in  all  sores,  and  a  dispo- 
sition to  heal.    The  topics  I  have  used,  with 
no  small  advantage,  nave  been  the  Cerat.  Rub-* 

*  In  the  composition  of  this  application,  the  Prccci'p 
should  be  levigated'  very  fine,  and  mixed  in  small  projior- 
tion  with  a  stiff  well  made  cerate.  The  first  and  most  ob- 
vious effect  of  such  an  application  to  a  common  sore  is  to 
coagulate  or  thicken  the  discharge ; — tKe  next,  to  produce 
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or  lint  clipped  in  a  weak  solution  of  Urgent. 
Nitrat.  in  water.  That  disposition  once  pro- 
duced in  the  general  sore  will,  I  have  expe- 
rienced, often  extend  farther  than  the  eye  can 
reach,  even  to  the  breach  itself,  and  greatly 
assist  the  action  of  the  bougie  in  healing 
it. 

When,  in  consequence  of  matter  having 
formed,  an  opening  has  been  made,  for  a  few 
days  the  treatment  should  be  principally  to 
allay  irritation  and  pain,  and  quiet  the  general 
disturbance  of  the  system  by  Barh,  Opium, 
a  soft  easy  dressing,  &c.  with  the  most  perfect 
quietude.  When  the  urethra  is  so  far  returned 
to  its  natural  state  as  to  bear  the  introduction 
of  the  bougie,  let  that  be  passed,  and  kept  in 
as  long  as  the  patient  can  bear  it,  daily  or 
twice  a  day,  according  to  the  irritability  of  the 
urethra ;  and  if  the  general  state  of  the  patient 

healthy  granulations,  and  a  disposition  favourable  to  healing. 
— The  Ung.  Citrin.  used  in  due  proportion,  and  mixed 
with  White  Cerate  will  answer  the  same  purpose.  It  has 
been  lately  a  practice  to  use  the  bougie  armed  with  Lunar 
Caustic,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  has  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  heal  the  internal  breach. 
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will  admit  of  his  taking  a  mercurial  internally, 
it  may  be  given  as  an  alterative,  and  one  of  the 
pus  moventia.  When  the  sore  has  contracted 
to  a  small  size,  if  there  should  be  reason  to 
suspect,  from  a  small  discharge  of  urine  ap- 
pearing now  and  then,  that  the  breach  in  the 
urethra  is  not  perfectly  closed,  it  may  be  worth 
the  trial  to  apply  Emp.  Epispast.  perinaeo, 
guarding  the  sore  carefully  from  the  action  of 
the  Cantharides,  and  for  a  short  time  disconti- 
nuing the  bougie  and  other  topics. 

It  is  very  possible  that  after  the  above  treat- 
ment this  artificial  inflammation  may  be 
powerfully  assistant  to  the  cure  of  the  disease, 
and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  I  have  not  known 
it  have  that  effect.  In  such  case,  probably  by 
a  new  and  that  a  very  powerful  action  taking 
place  externally,  the  irritation  within  ceases, 
and  the  opening  in  the  urethra  heals.  Under 
the  above  circumstances,  the  point  of  time  for 
the  application  of  the  Epispastic  seems  to  be 
that  now  specified  ;  but  in  some  other  cases  of 
abscess  in  perinaeo  it  may  be  applied  much  more 
early,  as  in  those  in  which  a  mere  puncture  is 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  matter  and  water 
J 
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contained  within  the  cavity.    From  some  late 
instances  of  the  success  of  blistering,  after  the 
opening  of  abscesses  in  tendinous  parts,  and 
even  during  the  formation  of  matter,  as  lately 
happened  to  me  in  an  external  suppuration, 
the  consequence  of  a  neglected  accident  to  the 
joint  of  the  knee,  I  have  the  strongest  reason 
to  believe  that  it  may  not  only  be  employed 
after  a  considerable  abscess  in  perinaso  has  been 
opened  by  puncture,  but  that  it  may  sometimes 
supersede  the  making  any  opening ;  for  in  the 
suppuration  of  the  knee  above  mentioned,  it 
seemed  to  increase  absorption,  and  caused  a  pal- 
pable exsudation  of  the  matter  under  the  integu- 
ments, without  the  necessity  of  making  any 
opening ;  and  by  this  single  application  the 
suppurated  fluid  and  general  tumefication  of 
the  whole  joint,  which  was  great  and  alarming, 
soon  disappeared. 

The  greatest  objection  seems  to  be  the 
danger  of  the  Cantharides  affecting  the  neck 
of  the  bladder;   but  when  there  is  no  such 

probable  predispobition,  or  when  that  circum- 
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stance  can  be  counteracted  by  dilution  and 

the  warm  bath,  I  am  convinced  it  may  be 
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employed  with  great  advantage.  In  all  inter- 
nal inflammations,  when  evacuations  and  other 
antiphlogistic  means  cease  to  have  beneficial 
effects,  or  from  great  weakness  are  inad miss  i 
ble,  it  is  well  known  that  blisters  are  highly 
useful,  carrying  on  the  desired  resolution  by 
the  new  inflammation  they  raise,  and  the  dis- 
charge thence  produced  from  the  skin ;  and 
their  utility  in  many  cases  of  irritation  and  in- 
flammation in  the  urethra  is  to  me  no  less  ap- 
parent.  Nor,  as  has  been  already  said,  do 
their  good  effects  end  here,  but  they  are 
applicable  even  when  inflammation  has  ter- 
minated in  suppuration,  and  afterwards. 

We  frequently  meet  with  a  small  collec- 
tion of  fluid,  partly  urine,  and  partly  pus,  in 
the  perinceum,  arising  from  stricture,  even 
during  the  use  of  a  bougie,  in  which  the 
progress  to  suppuration  is  slow,  the  inflam- 
mation sluggish,  and  the  tumor  more  cir- 
cumscribed than  in  the  last  mentioned  case. 
This  kind  of  abscess  is  preceded  by  gene- 
ral uneasiness  and  tenderness,  teasing  the 
patient  for  some  time,  without  much  pain. 
Here  the  vesicatory  to  the  part  will  be  a  very 
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probable  means  of  removing  the  uneasiness  at 
its  access,  and  preventing  the  collection  ;  of 
producing  the  absorption  of  the  fluid  when 
collected,  and  of  consolidating  the  cavity  when 
such  fluid  has  been  discharged  by  puncture, 
more  especially  where  the  passage  has  been 
gradually  dilated  by  a  bougie.  Indeed,  in  many 
instances  the  operation  of  the  bougie  alone 
will  answer  without  it,  these  suppurations 
healing  under  its  use;  but  whenever  two  means 
can  be  rationally  directed  to  the  same  end, 
much  benefit  in  all  cases  may  arise  from  the 
co-operation. 

Where  there  exists  a  stricture,  the  utility  of 
a  bougie  is  sufficiently  evident ;  when  an  ab- 
scess  in  perinaeo  is  complicated  with  a  stric- 
ture, it  is  as  necessary,  because,  the  stricture 
remains.  But  it  may  be  asked,  why  is  a  man 
having  an  abscess  in  perinaeo  with  a  breach  in 
the  urethra,  but  without  stricture,  to  submit  to 
the  same  discipline?  To  this  I  answer,  that  the 
bougie  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
urine  through  the  opening  in  the  urethra,  and 
thereby  to  promote  its  healing,  the  passage  of 
the  urine  in  micturition  keeping  the  sore  open. 
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But  a  bougie  in  order  to  this,    it  will  be 
said,  should  be  kept  in  for  a  long  time,  bring- 
ing the  patient  to  bear  this  by  degrees :  it 
should  be  hollow,  to  admit  the  passage  of 
the  urine,  as  a  catheter,  through  it ;  and 
he  should,  as  seldom  as  possible,   do,  what 
all  persons  who  use  a  bougie  are  too  frequent- 
ly obliged  to  do,  take  it  out  whenever  they 
have  an  inclination  to  make  water: — that  a 
bougie  is  an  extraneous  body  within  the  ure- 
thra, and  may  therefore  possibly  prevent  the 
healing  of  the  sore  by  the  irritation  it  has 
produced ;  that  even  the  aesophagus  may  be 
opened  by  an  abscess,  and  fluids  pass  freely 
through  that  opening,  and  yet  such  opening 
heals  by  attention  to  general  health,  and  the 
most  superficial  treatment.    And  that,  after 
the  operation  for  the  stone,  we  do  not  ge- 
nerally employ  a  bougie  to  prevent  a  fistula, 
although  there  is  frequently  great  laceration 
of  parts,  and  separation   of  sloughs ;  whilst 
the  urine  is  daily  washing  every  part  of  the 
sore. — It  is  not  impossible  but  we  may  rely 
too  much  on  art,  and  too  little  on  nature,  in 
abscesses  of  the  perinaeum.    We  know,  in- 
vol.  n.  R 
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deed,  what  may  be  done  by  the  assistance  of 
the  bougie,  and  its  effects  are  not  always  the 
most  flattering;  but  we  know  not  what  may 
be  done  without  it.  I  submit,  therefore,  with 
great  diffidence,  as  matter  for  future  inquiry, 
where  the  breach  in  the  urethra  has  been 
large,  perhaps  from  the  sloughing  of  a  por- 
tion of  that  membrane,  and  where  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bougie  is  from  those  circumstances 
very  liable  to  take  a  wrong  direction  (in  which 
case  it  must  certainly  do  mischief)  whether 
the  same  treatment  as  after  the  stone  may 
not  be  better  than  any  attempt  to  cure  such 
considerable  breach  by  the  assistance  of  a  bou- 
gie? Or  whether,  if  a  bougie  be  necessary 
ultimately,  we  ought  not  first  to  see  how  far 
nature  will  go,  when  assisted  by  an  internal 
treatment,  tewards  the  accomplishment  of  her 
own  work? 

The  fact  perhaps  is,  that  generally  in  these  , 
abscesses  the  foundation  has  been  laid  in  a 
previous  disposition  to  stricture.  We  have 
very  few  instances  of  abscesses  in  perimeo  with- 
out it.  For  the  stricture  the  bougie  is  one 
of  the  remedies;  and  when  that  becomes  com- 
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plicated  with  an  abscess,  it  is  a  powerful,  means 
of   relieving  that  also, — But  there  are  other 
reasons  why  a  bougie  may  be  necessary.  It 
may  be  said  to  act  two  ways,   either  me- 
chanically or  medicinally,  according  to  the 
substances  which  enter  into  the  composition. 
A  bougie  of  whalebone,   of  catgut,  of  the 
elastic  gum,  or  of  prepared  paper  or  leather, 
were  it  possible   to  manufacture  these  sub- 
stances so  as  to  give  the  necessary  proper- 
ties of  firmness,  flexibility,  and  smoothness, 
would  all  act  mechanically,  gradually  dilating, 
and  from   their  mere  stimulus  in  "the  ure- 
thra as  extraneous  bodies,  producing  increased 
secretion  :  and,  perhaps,  a  bougie  well  made, 
and  acting  simply  in  this  way,  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  every  other.    But  the  ideas  of  our 
ancestors,  and  some  modern  surgeons,  have 
gone   fnuch  farther.     They  have  concluded 
that  bougies  should  be  medicated,  should  be 
made  of  plaster  of  a  due  consistency,  and 
of  rag,  rolled  up  into  a  cylindrical,  conical, 
or  other  form  ;  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
ingredients  in  the  composition  of  the  plas- 
ter, the  bougie  was  supposed  to  have  certain 
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sanative  properties:  Mercur.  Nitrat.  Rub.  finely 
levigated,— Crude  Mercury ,— Prepared  Anti- 
mony ,— Litharge,     Wax,    and  Emp.  Mucilag. 
&c.  have  been  employed  for  this  purpose.  It 
has  been   imagined    that  these  bougies,  in 
order  to  have  the  best  effect  in  diseases  of 
the  urethra,  should  have  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing a  kind  of  suppuration,  or  laudable  in- 
creased secretion  from  the  mucous  surface  of 
the  urethra,  and  that  on  this  power  a  great 
deal  of  their  efficacy  depended;  and  provi- 
ded they  do  not  cause  a  solutio  continui,  where 
there  is  none  naturally,  and  where  there  ought 
to  be  none,  nor  stimulate  too  much,  the  idea 
is  not  to  be  discarded  too  hastily.    The  least 
stimulating  bougie  of  the  plaster  kind  is  that 
where  the  Emp  I.  Commun.  forms  the  basis ; 
but  from  the  great  quantity  of  Litharge  in  its 
composition,  this  must,  in  some  measure,  act* 
as  an  astringent  sedative.    It  may  be  a  good 
bougie  for  an  obstinate  gleet,  but  not  so  good 
for  a  stricture,  because  it  probably  will  tend 
to  check  the  suppuration,  and  lessen  the  se- 
cretion.   It  certainly  irritates  less  than  most 
Others ;  but  I  conceive  that  the  addition  of 
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Crude  Mercury  would   make  a  better  com- 
position.   We  now  are  well  informed  of  how 
much  utility  drains  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
diseased  parts  are,  as  in  the  paralysis  of  the 
lower  extremities,  from  diseased  spine ;  in  dis- 
eased hips,  &c. — I  am  convinced,  the  same 
principle,  to  a  certain   degree,  may  be  ex- 
tended to  these  cases  of  stricture,  and  even 
to  fistulae  in  perinaeo  ; — and  that  the  gene- 
ral discharge  produced  is  one  of  the  circum- 
stances on  which  the  action  of  a  bougie  de- 
pends,   and  the  other   (when  the  bougie  is 
medicated)  is  its   effect  as  one  of  the  pus 
moventia,  and  that  it  is  capable  of  exciting 
internally  the  same  disposition  to  heal,  in  an 
opening  from  the  urethra,    as  we  have  said 
was  producible  by  the  external  use  of  the 
Cerat.   cum  Merc.  Nil  rat.    Rub. — and  Ung. 
Hydrarg.  Nitrat. — and  this  last  may,  when 
considerably    lowered,    very  probably  be  at- 
tended with  good  effects,  if  applied  by  means 
of  a  bougie  to  the  urethra  itself,    not  only 
in  the  abscess  perinaeo,  but  in  some  other 
cases ;    Calomelas  and    Calx.  Hydrarg.  Alb. 
may  be  employed  for  the  same  purposes.  A 
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very  weak  solution  of  IJydrarg.  Muriatus,  in 
water,  mixed  up  with  cerate,  or  Jxung. — as 
in  making  30ft  pomatum,  when  smeared  on 
a  common  bougie,  may  have  a  similar  good 
effect.  Externally,  they  are  not  only  pro- 
moters of  good  suppuration,  but  have  con- 
siderable efficacy  in  correcting  those  defdeda- 
tions  of  the  skin  called  scorbutic ;  and  thus, 
by  means  of  a  bougie,  the  local  action  of 
mercury  may  be  extended  to  distant  parts  of: 
the  urethra,  where  the  syringe  cannot  pos- 
sibly reach.  When  there  ,is  a  troublesome 

gleet,  with  a  concentration  of  disease  to  any 
one  particular  part  of  the  urethra,  more  es- 
pecially if  out  of  the  reach  of  a  syringe, 
far  down  in  the  passage,  or  in  the  perinaeum, 
try  the  external  use  of  mercury,  Bals.  Capaiv. 
internally,  with  the  precautions  formerly  men- 
tioned ;  and  if  these  fail  raising  an  exter- 
nal inflammation  or  drain  by  means  of  the 
Epi.spastic,  and  the  use  of  a  bougie,  either 
partially  or  fairly  introduced,  and  worn  for  a 
shorter  or  greater  length  of  time  daily,  ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  irritability  of  the  ure- 
thra, under  the  most  perfect  quietude  and  deli- 
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cate  management,  will  bid  fair  to  have  a  good 
effect.* 

We  sometimes  meet  with  a  troublesome  heat 
taking  place  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
passage,  long  after  the  Gonorrhoea  has  disap- 
peared :  if  not  attended  with  stricture,  this  is 
probably  a  scorbutic  affection. — The  warm  sea 
bath,  or  a  common  warm  bath,  the  external 
use  of  mercury,  a  medicated  bougie  to  produce 
a  discharge,  and  correct  the  local  acrimony, 
raising  externally  inflammation  and  drain, 
are  means  very  likely  to  succeed  ;  and  if  any 
mercury  be  used  internally,  it  should  be  an  al- 
terative, or  mercurial  salt  diluted,  as  in  the 
solution  of  the  Hydrarg.  Muriat.  &c. 

I  am  now  come  to  the  second  method  of  cure, 
in  Gonorrhoea,  and  shall  endeavour  to  point 
out  the  circumstances  in  which  the  disease  may 
be  treated  by  mercury  .  alone  ;  also,  without 
injection. — Having,  in  the  foregoing  method, 

*  Since  writing  the  above,  many  very  important  facts  have 
come  out  respecting  the  treatment  of  Stricture's,  &c.  •  some 
of  which  will  be  hereafter  noted.  I  was  unwilling  to  break 
the  chain  of  effects  from  a  Gonorrhoea  badly  conducted,  to 
its  consequences  just  described.  But  shall  resume  the  sub- 
ject hereafter. 
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shewn  how  it  may  be  counteracted  and  cured, 
where  there  is  high  local  inflammation,  and  in 
habits  where  a  disposition  to  inflammatory  dia- 
thesis prevails,— another  general  method  of 
treatment  is  to  be  described,  infinitely  more 
simple  than  the  preceding,  which  has  very  often 
succeeded  under  opposite  circumstances,  that 
is,  in  constitutions  rather  phlegmatic  than  in- 
flammatory, without  or  with  a  very  slight 
attendant  inflammation.  It  is  very  extraordi- 
nary, but  it  is  a  truth,  that  in  the  same  specific 
complaint,  produced  precisely  in  the  same  way 
in  both,  we  find  great  tendency  to  inflamma- 
tion in  one  habit,  and  little  or  no  disposition 
to  inflammation  in  another ;  and  there  are, 
besides  this,  many  intermediate ,  shades  or 
varieties. 

In  the  habit  directly  opposite  to  the  inflam- 
matory, the  smallest  doses  of  mercury,  in  any 
active  form,  continued  for  three  or  four  weeks, 
or  even  for  a  much  less  time,  in  an  alterative 
way,  without  affecting  the  mouth, — if  they 
have  not  cured,  have  at  least  thus  far  assisted 
nature,  that  the  secretion  going  on  has  gra- 
dually thickened  and  been  amended,  the  symp- 
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toms  have  been  kept  under,  and  the  disease 
at  length  cured.  I  cannot  say  how  it  acts  in 
these  cases,  whether  as  one  of  the  pus  moventia, 
or  as  an  antivenereal ;  the  fact  I  know,  and  in- 
numerable instances  of  cures  thus  obtained 
might  be  adduced.  The  Pil.  Alter  at.  Plumm. 
— small  doses  of  Calomelas, — Hydrarg.  Calcin. 
— Elect.  Specific.  Nosocom.  St.  Bartholom. — 
all  the  very  active  saline  preparations  of  mer- 
cury, largely  diluted  with  water,  and  some 
others,  have,  under  the  kindly  influence  of 
the  natural  secretion,  in  habits  so  favourable  to 
the  operation  of  this  stimulant,  cured  the  dis- 
ease. Solul.  Sui'lim.  and  Ward's  drops^  as 
being  more  readily  diffusible  throughout  the 
system,  and  passing  off  more  readily  by  the 
kidneys,  and  thence  to  the  bladder  and  urethra, 
may  perhaps  be  preferable  to  the  more  gross 
preparations  of  mercury.  The  truth  is,  where 
there  is  no  impediment  in  the  way  from  inflam- 
mation, or  inflammatory  diathesis,  there  is  no 
great  difficulty  in  the  business.  Although  such 
habits  do  not,  generally  speaking,  require  an 
antiphlogistic  treatment,  yet  an  open  belly, 
— -the  warm  bath, — Opium, — and  sometimes 
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the  Cortex,  will  be  necessary  to  assist  the  ef- 
fects of  mercury,  or  lessen  irritation.  For  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  mercury  will,  in  this 
manner,  relieve,  is  not  altogether  sufficient ; 
and  the  present  improved  state  of  medicine, 
by  combining  other  effects,  all  tending  to  the 
same  curative  indication,  will  enable  the 
student  to  reach  his  object  by  a  shorter- 
route,  ru 

When  the  habit  is  as  above,  and  the  pa- 
tient (to  use  the  language  of  the  ingenious 
Boerhaave)  of  a  lax  fibre,  either  without  in- 
flammation, or  with  an  inflammation  of  a  slight 
erysipelatous  kind,  in  such  case. I, have  fre- 
quently found  the  Cortex  a  sovereign  remedy 
in  quieting  the  local  irritation,  whether  used 
alone,  or  in  combination  with  other  means  con- 
ducive to  the  same  end.  It  should  be  given 
freely^  and  seems  to  act  most  successfully  when 
the  secretion  is  copious,  and  suffered  to  conti- 
nue without  any  local  check  ;  under  these 
circumstances  I  have  employed  it,"cven  when 
the  prostate  itself  has  been. affected; with  irrita- 
tion, and  with  the  happiest  effect. 

It  is  unnecessary  . to  enter  into  the  different 

8 


of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta.  *25L 

variations  of  habit,  between  this  now  des- 
cribed, and  that  heretofore  mentioned,  in 
which  a  rigid  antiphlogistic  course  was  ne- 
cessary. 

The  reader  being  furnished  with  the  forego- 
ing preliminary  observations,  is  prepared,  in 
some  measure,  to  understand  the  conveniencies 
and  inconveniencies  of  injection  ;  I  shall  now, 
therefore,  go  on  to  the  third  general  division, 
and  endeavour  to  describe  various  ways  of  treat- 
ing this  disease  by  injection. — The  two  former 
methods  were  so  far  general,  that  no  local 
means  were  used  to  check  the  discharge ;  nor 
was  the  surface  of  the  urethra  directly  affected 
by  any  application. 

In  the  former  part  of  this  work  I  expressed 
an  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  venereal  poi- 
son upon  its  insertion,  was  like  the  variolous, 
instantaneous.  Having  myself  had  considerable 
experience  in  the  Suttonian  method  of  inocu- 
lating for  the  Small- Pox  ;— having  frequently 
observed  that  the  practice  was  to  take  the  in- 
fecting fluid  from  the  inoculated  arm,  in  the 
presence  of  the  infecting  person  ; — and  having 
in  a  long  course  of  practice  never  seen  an  in- 
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stance  of  infection  in  the  natural  way  to  the 
inoculated  person,  from  the  effluvia  of  the  arm, 
during  the  time  of  taking  the  matter  from  the 
infector,  or  from  the  patient  himself  (as  is 
frequently  the  case)  examining  the  puncture 
immediately,  or  soon  after  the  insertion  of  the 
poison,  I  concluded  that  the  rudiment  or  ger- 
men  of  disease  acted  immediately  on  the  part 
into  which  it  was  inserted,  and  that  after  such 
action,  no  further  accumulation  or  danger  of 
infection  could  possibly  arise,  either  from  the 
natural  infection  or  a  subsequent  inoculation. — 
Such  having  been  my  sentiments,  I  was,  in  a 
conversation  with  a  medical  friend,*  much 
pleased  to  learn,  what  I  did  not  before  know, 
that  the  opinion  was  capable  of  further  illustra- 
tion ;  for  there  appears  directly  after  inocula- 
tion for  the  Small-Pox,  when  the  disease  takes 
place,  an  alteration  in  the  punctured  part  so 
strong  and  remarkable,  that  any  person  who 
has  once  seen  it,  may,  with  certainty,  pro- 
nounce whether  the  infection  has  been  ef- 
fectual or  not. — This  gentleman  had  observed, 


*  Mr.  Joseph  Bell,  of  High  Wycomb. 
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that  the  action  of  the  poison  was  as  instanta- 
neous as  the  well-known  effect  from  the  sting 
of  a  nettle,  and  the  appearance  of  the  part  not 
much  unlike  it.  The  part  punctured  seems  to 
attract  the  variolous  fluid,  the  edges  of  the  little 
wound  are  puckered,  and  the  natural  colour  of 
the  skin  altered  by  an  orange-coloured  kind  of 
stain,  and  that  immediately. — If  this  tact  may 
be  depended  upon,  (and  I  believe  it  may.)  I 
make  no  hesitation  in  saying,  I  know  of  no 
arguments  taken  from  the  human  body  that 
can  set  aside  our  former  idea,  that  the  vene- 
real poison,  like  the  variolous,  came  into  action, 
and  was  probably  absorbed  from  the  moment 
of  insertion.*  A.  Chancre  is  the  effect  of  in- 
oculation with  venereal  matter.  If  the  vario- 
lous matter  acts  so  suddenly  as  we  have  sup- 
posed, and  is  capable  of  assuring  the  constitu- 
tion immediately  from  the  natural  disease,  it 
must  be  not  only  instantaneously  absorbed,  but 
must  pervade  every  part  of  the  system  with 

*  In  further  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  are  there  not 
in  the  torrid  zone  serpents  whose  poison  is  still  more  evi- 
dent as  to  its  local  effects.  Death,  from  the  virulency  and 
rapid  progress  of  the  infection,  taking  place  in  a  few  hours  ? 
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the  velocity  of  the  electric  fluid.  The  course 
of1  'the  lymph  is  probably  not  so  quick  as 
this,  but  the  progress  of  the  nervous  in- 
fluence  may.  As  I  do  not  conceive  that  the 
application  of  a  caustic,  or  astringent  seda- 
tive, to  the  infected  arm,  can  prevent  the 
disease  happening  from  the  insertion  of  the 
small-pox  matter,  so  neither  can  I  believe  that 
the  same  topics  will  have  any  other  than  a 
local  effect,  or  prevent  the  future  rise  of 
symptoms,  after  the  inoculation  of  chancrous 
matter. 

I  have,  more  than  once,  in  the  course  of 
the  present  work.-  endeavoured  to  call  the 
reader's  attention  to  that  mixed  kind  of  in- 
fection, or  combination,  in  which  both  chan- 
cre and  gonorrhoea  appear  within  a  few  days 
of  each  other,  from  one  and  the  same  in- 
fecting  person;  the  gonorrhcea  taking  the  lead, 
and  -the  chancre  or  chancres  shewing  them- 
selves afterwards.  Of  this  fact  I  believe  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  Its  frequency  or  infre- 
quency  is  one  thing,  and  the  influence  it 
should  have  in  directing  our  practice  is  an- 
other. '  If  it  happens  once  out  of  twenty  cases, 
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it  is  an  object  of  some  importance,  and  wor-> 
thy  an  inquiry,  whether  the  prevalent  me- 
thods of  using  astringent  sedative,  and  mer- 
curial injections,  early  in  gonorrhoea,  may 
not  have  a  tendency,  by  smothering  chan- 
crous  infection  for  a  time,  to  produce  future 
symptoms  of  Lues.  I  think  it  most  proba- 
ble, wherever  on  the  surface  of  the  glans 
or  prepuce  there  are  one  or  more  points 
containing  the  rudiments  of  a  chancre,  that 
in  many  of  these  cases,  from  the  contact 
and  known  effects  of  some  injections,  such 
rudiments  may  be  checked  in  their  progress, 
or  wholely  destroyed,  and  venereal  matter 
thus  go  on  into  the  circulation,  and  there 
produce  its  effects,  without  any  perceptible 
local  appearance.  A  circumstance  so  strong, 
and  so  powerfully  dissuasive,  that  it  amounts^ 
I  fear,  to  the  rejection  of  all  astringent  se 
dative  and  mercurial  topics,  early  in  gonor- 
rhoea. 

In  answer  to  this,  I  know  it  will  be  said, 
that  the  combination  above  alluded  to  is  nei- 
ther constant  nor  common: — why  deprive  us 
of  a  set  of  remedies  which,  in  the  majority 
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of  gonorrhoea,  'are  of  singular  service,  be- 
cause in  one  case  out  of  many,  the  conse- 
quences you  have  stated  may  follow  ?  To 
this  I  can  only  say,  I  would  not  willingly 
do  harm,  even  to  have  good  follow,  when 
the  doing  harm  may  be  prevented.  A  steady 
practice  meets  with  no  difficulties  of  this 
kind;  and  should  be  unexceptionable  as  to 
the  important  article  of  suppressing  such  a 
disease  as  Syphilis.  The  outline  of  such  a 
practice  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  in  our 
first  and  second  general  methods. 

But  the  above  is  not  the  only  objection. 
For  in  that  species  of  gonorrhoea  where  a 
disposition  to  metastasis  exists  early  in  the 
disease,  as  in  a  case  formerly  given,  here 
also  the  use  of  injections  of  a  specific  or  as- 
tringent sedative  kind  may  do  mischief;  not 
by  smothering  venereal  infection,  as  in  the 
preceding  case,  but  by  transferring  inflamma- 
tion, and  the  gonorrhoea]  disposition,  to  the 
posterior  parts  of  the  urethra  and  neck  of 
the  bladder.  If  we  could  always  discrimi- 
nate, el  priori,  between  those  persons  with 
gonorrhoea,  who   generally  have  the  disposi- 
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tion  to  metastasis,  and  those  who  have  not, 
we  might  direct  the  use  of  injections  with 
less  danger. — As  to  this  matter  I  can  only 
say  I  would  never  employ  such  early  in  the 
disease,  where  the  discharge  is  copious,  the 
glans  penis  very  moist,  or  prepuce  tight;  not 
only  because  such  a  subject  has  naturally  a 
tendency  to  absorb  the  poison  quickly,  but 
is  predisposed  to  have  the  skin  crack  almost 
in  every  connection,  and  is,  moreover,  most 
prone  to  chancrous  excoriation  ;  and,  if  I 
mistake  not,  also  to  that  early  tendency  to 
metastasis  above  alluded  to.* 

When  it  may  be  suspected  from  the  great 
general  inflammation  in  the  progress  of  go- 
norrhoea, or  in  any  of  its  states,  that  a  dis- 
position to  metastasis  prevails,  there  also  as- 
tringent sedative,  and  all  other  injections 
which  suddenly  stop  the  discharge,  may  do 
hurt,  by  transferring  the  disease  to  a  remote 
quarter.  In  every  case  where  it  can  be  discover- 
ed that  there  has  been  a  stricture,  although  that 
stricture  may  have  been  formerly  removed  by  a 

*  See  the  natural  history  of  gonorrhoea  iu  th<*  former 
volume. 
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bougie  ;  and  in  all  those  in  which  has  been  a 
hernia  humoralis,  an  affection  of  the  membrane- 
ous part  of  the  urethra,  or  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  or  prostate, — I  say,  in  all  these  cases 
when  a  recent  gonorrhoea  supervenes,  more 
especially  if  it  be  attended  with  considerable 
inflammation,  the  administration  of  the  usual 
astringent  sedative,  or  mercurial  injections, 
requires  great  circumspection.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  the  above  circumstances  do  not 
stand  in  the  way;  when,  from  the  natural  state 
of  the  glans  and  prepuce,  there  is  no  tendency 
to  local  irritability,  tenderness,  or  great  poro- 
sity, the  patient  having  a  firm  cuticle, '  and 
a  short  retracting  prepuce,  with  a  recent  go- 
norrhoea not  fully  formed,  here  the  diffi- 
culties are  not  so  great,  nor  the  chancre  or 
chancrous  infection  so  probable;  but  I  must 
remark,  that  even  in  the  subsequent  inflam- 
matory stage'  of  such  a  gonorrhoea  as  this, 
when  the  tendency  to  phlegmonous  inflam- 
mation is  strong,  and  the  increased  secretion 
lessened,  or  even  when  the  secretion  is  con- 
siderable, and  the  disease  approaching  to  its 
acme,  here  also  injections,  whether  they  be  6ti- 
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mutating,  astringent  sedative,  or  mercurial, 
are  by  no  means  eligible.  In  the  first  stage  of 
gonorrhoea,  however,  when  that  has  been  at- 
tended with  but  slight  inflammation,  and  in 
which  there  has  been  no  tendency  to  metas- 
tasis, nor  to  the  other  circumstances  predis- 
posing to  the  early  accidents  of  the  disease,  they 
have  been  frequently  employed  with  success, 
and  that  without  much  regard  to  regimen, 
or  an  internal  treatment,  and  without  any 
of  those  helps  which  have  elsewhere  been 
said  to  be  necessary  in  the  cure  of  this  dis- 
ease. 

My  opinion  is  that  no  astringent  sedative, 
nor  any  mercurial  acting  sedatively  should  ever 
be  employed  early  in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta, 
more  especially  when  injections  of  this  kind 
put  a  total,  or  almost  total  stop  to  the  run- 
ning. It  is  very  possible  to  manage  both 
kinds,  so  that  they  may  act  only  as  moderators 
of  irritation,  without  checking  the  secretion, 
so  far  as  to  deprive  the  patient  of  the  advan- 
tages derivable  from  the  natural  means  of 
cure.  But  the  safer  way  is  to  omit  them 
entirely — during  the  early  and  inflammatory 
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stages  of  the  disease,— for  amidst  ^the  great 
number  of  persons  who  make  use  of  injec- 
tions this  distinction  is  too  little  attended  to ; 
— the  putting  a  stop  to  the  discharge  being 
their  object,  upon  which  so  much  reliance 
lias  been  placed,  as  to  induce  a  belief  that 
the  suppression  was  the  actual  cure  of  the 
disease — which  is  by  no  means  the  fact. 

There  are  other  injections  endued  with  very 
different  properties  from  the  foregoing,  hav- 
ing a  disposition  to  stimulate  and  increase 
the  discharge.  These,  when  the  inflamma- 
tion is  not  too  great,  may  sometimes  be  em- 
ployed to  advantage.  And  there  are  again 
other  injections  which  may  be  said  to  hold 
a  middle  kind  of  place,  being  neither  strong- 
ly sedative  nor  very  stimulating,  and  these 
probably  are  the  safest  and  best  for  general 
use. 

The  principal  astringent  sedatives  are,  Ce- 
russa  Acelata}—Agua  Lithargyri  Acetati, — and 
Zincus  Vitriolatus.  As  the  basis  of  injections, 
these  medicines  have  been  frequently  employ- 
ed ;  I  fear  sometimes  in  too  rude  a  manner 
and  in  proportions  much  too  large  for  ffli 
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quantity  of  water.  What  we  particularly  want 
from  them  in  gonorrhoea  is,  their  sedative 
without  their  astringent  effects.  But  this  is 
no  easy  matter  to  obtain.  And,  indeed,  the 
same  injection  in  different  urethrae,  and  at 
different  periods  in  the  same  urethra,  will 
have  very  different  effects.  The  safest  and 
best  way,  I  apprehend,  is  to  begin  with  a  very 
small  quantity,  so  that  the  vehicle  be  but 
slightly  impregnated  with  the  menstruum,  to 
filter  the  mixture  or  solution  through  paper, 
and  to  increase  its  strength,  when  necessary, 
by  degrees. 

The  state  of  the  secretion,  &c..in  the  use 
of  these  injections  should  regulate  the  sur- 
geon's conduct,  and  he  should  consider  the 
discharge  as  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  which 
he  may  moderate,  but  not  wholly  suppress. 
— Astruc,  when  he  found  from  the  great 
acrimony  and  quantity  of  the  secretion  in  an 
obstinate  gonorrhoea  that  his  general  method  did 
not  succeed,  employed  the  Cerussa  Acetata  in 
an  injection.  If  he  used  it  as  a  sedative  mere- 
ly, it  might  no  doubt  be  serviceable;  but  he 
probably  employed  it  in  the  common  way, 
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without  making  any  distinction  between  its 
sedative  and  astringent  properties. — Some  sti- 
mulating injections  are  mercurial,  others  are 
not.  The  efficient  medicines  of  the  mercu- 
rial kind  are  Hydrarg.  muriat. — Hydrarg.  niir, 
rub. — and  Calx,  hydrarg.  alb. 

The  first  two  of  these  preparations  are  so 
stimulating  that  the  one  in  its  crude  state 
is  a  caustic,  and  the  other  an  escarotic  ;  and 
they  can  only  be  made  bearable  in  the  ure- 
thra by  large  dilution,  by  enveloping  them  in 
Cerate  Mucilage,  or,  as  in  making  a  medi- 
cated bougie,  sheathing  their  particles  with 
plaster,  and  using  them  in  very  small  quan- 
tities. 

, 

Hydrarg.  Mur. 

This  soon  after  its  introduction  into  prac- 
tice internally,  by  the  late  Baron  Van  Swie- 
ten  in  his  celebrated  solution,  was  employed 
as  an  injection  very  largely  diluted  in  water; 
and  I  believe  the  first,  person  who  used  it 
in  this  manner  was  the  late  Dr.  Brookes, 
but  he  confined  the  application  to  females. 
It  has  since  been,  with  some  surgeons,  a  fa- 
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vourite  injection  for  the  gonorrhoea  in  men. 
— When  the  strength  of  the  solution  is,  as 
in  the  above  astringent  sedatives,  properly  ad- 
justed to  the  different  circumstances  of  the  ure- 
thra, it  is  certainly  a  safer  and  much  better 
topic ;  and  if  we  set  aside  its  tendency,  as  a 
mercurial,   to  check  chancrous  infection  (an 
inconvenience,  I  must  repeat,  which  pervades 
most  of  the  injections  in  use)  it  can  do  no 
great   harm  in  gonorrhoea,  but  as  a  stimu- 
lant.   It   may,  when  too  irritating,  increase 
the  subsisting  inflammation ;   but  when  the 
solution  is  sufficiently  weak,    it  cannot  do 
near  so  much  mischief  as  an  astringent  seda- 
tive.   It  may  be  dissolved  in  brandy,  or  proof 
spirit,  and  afterwards  a  small  quantity  of  the 
solution,  according  to  its  strength/  be  drop- 
.ped   into  water,  or  it  may  be  dissolved  in 
boiling  wafer;  when  cold,  the  solution  may 
be  filtered,  and  kept  for  use.  , 

As  a  topic,  it  is  an  antivenereal ;  for  Van 
Swieten's  solution  will  take  away  venereal 
excrescences :  it  is  an  ameliorant,  because 
when  applied  to  a  common  sore  it  promotes 
a  good  digestion.     It  is  very  efficacious  in 

(5 
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the  Tinea,  and  in  some  other  defccdations  of 
the  skin  ;  and  when  it  stimulates  moderately, 
it  not  only  corrects,  but  assists  in  clearing 
away  the  virulent  discharge  in  gonorrhoea. 
I  have  an  idea  this  medicine  may  be  so  very 
much  diluted,  that  without  having  any  sen- 
sible stimulating  effect,  it  may  be  an  excel- 
lent corrector  of  acrimony,  and  on  that  prin- 
ciple alone  highly  serviceable  in  gonorrhoea. 
When  not  sufficiently  diluted  it  may  be  too 
Stimulating,  and  increase  the  inflammation, 
but  when  lowered  to  the  proper  point  it  will 
not  sedatively,  as  calomel  ;  which  is  also  a 
combination  of  mercury  with  the  same  acid, 
(the  muriatic)  but  deprived  of  its  acrimony, 
by  repeated  sublimations.  Calomel  therefore 
is  a  safer  and  better  medicine,  even  when 
made  the  basis  of  an  injection. — Our  ancestors 
have  taken  an  infinite  deal  of  pains  to  make 
the  preparation  of  mercury,  with  the  muri- 
atic acid  in  this  form,  less  acrimonious  than 
corrosive  sublimate.  When  used  as  an  in- 
jection, it  is  more  strongly  sedative  than  the 
weakest  solution  of  sublimate,  and  less  irri- 
tating. 


^i§;^paratl'on  of  mercury,   when  iri  a 
State  of    solution  in  water,    has  been  used 
very  frequently  as  a  preventive;    with  what 
degree    of   propriety    or  success    I  cannot 
say.    If  this  kind  of  practice  could  prevent 
the  receipt   of  a  gonorrhoea,   it  would  he 
something:  but  if  it  has  the  power  of  heal- 
ing  an  incipient   chancre,  immediately  after 
the  deposition  of  the  poison  by  inoculation, 
that  poison  having  entered  not  only  into  the 
part,  but  into  the  habit, — though  it  may  cure 
the  chancre,  it  can   have  no  effect  on  the 
general  disease  which  will  follow,  and  there- 
fore must  do  mischief.    For  the  last  few  years 
I  have  seen  a  greater  proportion  of  venereal 
cases  where  buboes  have  been  the  first  symp- 
toms than  I  ever  remember  to  have  observer! 
at  any  other  period  of  my  life  ;  and  I  attri- 
bute the  circumstance   to  the  practice  now 
mentioned.    There  are  many  who,  upon  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  gonorrhoeal  infection, 
have   recourse   to  a  weak   injection  of  the 
Hydrarg.  Mur'iat.  even  before  the  disease  can 
be  said  to  be  fairly  formed,  and  by  taking 
it  thus  early  entertain  an  idea  that  they  can 
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effect  a  speedy  cure.  This  may  perhaps  be 
true;  but  when  appearances  are  equivocal, 
and  the  nature  of  the  disease  not  certain,  to 
call  the  complaint  a  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  is 
to  give  it  too  hard  a  name.  The  success 
attending  it  may  possibly  warrant .  the  adop- 
tion of  the  practice,  but  it  can  be  no  ex- 
cuse for  taking  one  thing  for  another ;  and 
the  fact,  I  believe,  is,  that  many  of  these 
fortunate  cases  are  gonorrhoeas,  but  not  of  the 

virulent  kind.    The  good  effects  of  this  in- 

t   n     .  .  '•;  f,".»Atyi..; — °*ui7u  . '  wj'.'i  mc  'tn-q 

jection  are  by  no  means  constant ;  they  fre- 
quently  do,  but  they  sometimes  do  not  an- 
swer. It  is,  however,  a  neat  and  elegant 
.way  of  employing  mercury  to  the  urethra  in 
this  disease,  and  well  worth  future  consider- 
ation as  to  its  immediate  and  ultimate  effects. 

Hydrarg.  Nitrat.  Rub. 

This  application,  how  finely  soever  it  may 
be  levigated,  is  much  too  stimulating  and  too 
difficult  of  solution  to  be  employed  in. a 
liquid  form.  It  was,  however,  applied  to  the 
urethra  by  Vigo.  Upon  the  principle  he  had 
recommended  it  to  chancrous  and  other  olw 
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stinate  sores  externally,  he  used  it  to  what 
he  conceived  was  an  internal  ulceration  of 
the  urethra ;  and  a  small  quantity  of  it, 
mixed  with  a  large  proportion  of  hard  cerate^ 
and  applied  with  a  tent,  may,  I  have  no  doubt, 
be  safely  introduced  to  a  certain  distance 
within  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  and  there 
exert  its  well  known  digestive  power.  But  I 
have  had  no  experience  of  this  preparation  in. 
gonorrhoea. 

Calx  Hydrarg.  Alh. 

This  medicine  is  not  only  a  stimulant,  but 
a  powerful  antivenereal.  It  is  the  mercurial 
by  which,  in  the  smallest  doses,  when  given 
internally,  salivation  has  been  raised,  and  the 
effects  of  its  external  application  in  tinea,  in 
the  itch,  and  other  affections  of  the  skin, 
are  striking.  In  a  crude  state,  mixed  with 
water  or  with  any  thing  unctuous,  it  shews  none 
of  those  violent  effects,  even  when  used  in 
considerable  quantity,  that  the  foregoing  pre- 
parations do.  It  is  neither  a  caustic  nor  an 
escarotic,  but  when  applied  to  the  urethra  it 
increases  the.  discharge  as  a  stimulant,  with- 
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out  having  a  sedative  tendency.  From  these 
properties  it  is  a  very  good  injection  when 
mixed  with  water,  or  covered  with  Mucilage-, 
and  has  every  other  quality  of  mercury. 

The  stimulants  not  mercurial  are,  solution 
of  Calx  cum  Kali  Puro  and  Argentum  Nfr 
tratum. 

The  learned  and  very  respectable  Dr.  For- 
dyce*  has  made  some  ingenious  and  excel- 
lent observations  on  the  use  of  the  former  of 
these  medicines  in  gonorrhoea.  The  caustic 
when  properly  lowered  is  supposed  to  act 
chymically  on  the  mucus,  to  detach  it  from 
the  surface,  promote  the  secretion,  and  there- 
by evacuate  the  venereal  matter ;  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  if  .the  solution  be  so  ma- 
naged as  to  increase  the  discharge  without 
irritating  too  much,  or  raising  inflammation, 
it  may  be  highly  useful. 

Argent.  Nitrat. 

Fifty  years  ago  an  East-India  surgeon,  with 
whom  I  was  intimately  acquainted,  being  de- 

*  Vide  Elements  of  the  practice  of  physic,   by  Dr. 

George  Fordyce,  page  351. 
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tained  for  some  time  on  the  island  of  Mada- 
gascar, perceiving  that  many  of  the  natives 
were  afflicted  with  gonorrhoea,  attempted  to 
cure  them  by  an  injection,  and  he  succeeded 
in  curing'  many  ;  but  unfortunately  meeting 
with  some  of  the  usual  accidents  from  in- 
jection, hernia  humoralis,  &c.  he  did  not 
then  prosecute  the  experiment ;  but  when  he 
afterwards  practised  as  a  surgeon  in  England, 
he  occasionally  employed  the  same  injection 
and  frequently  with  success.  It  was  used  in 
this  manner : 

R  Argent.  Nitrat.  gr.  iij. 
Coral.  R.  ppt. 
Aq.  Mollis,  lib.  ss. — m.f. 
If  any  one  should  be  induced  to  try  this  kind 
of  injection  I  would  recommend  him,  pre- 
vious to  his  mixing  the  Coral.  R.  pp.  with 
the  water  and  Argent.  Nitrat.  to  pass  the  two 
latter  through  a  filtering  paper,  and  also  to 
lower  the  strength  of  the  solution.* 

*  I  have  not  myself  had  any  experience  of  this  prepara- 
tion of  silver,  when  made  the  basis  of  an  injection ;  the  coral 
I  conceive  may  be  omitted,  and  the  solution  made  much 
weaker  than  the  above-  in  boiling  water. 
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1    1      Calomelas^^  V^w  Ism 

Of  this  medicine,  whether  after  due  leviga- 
tion  it  be  simply  mixed  with  water,  or  united 
with  water  and  mucilage,  the  effects  are  nearly 
the  same.  It  neither  stimulates  nor  increases 
the  discharge.  How  far  it  may  act  as  an  anti- 
venereal,  or  as  a  promoter  of  good  secretion, 
is  difficult  to  say  ;  but  its  most  obvious  effect  is 
.that  of  a  sedative  ;  procuring  ease,  correcting 
and  greatly  lessening  the  discharge.  It.  is  a 
powerful  repeller  and  healer  of  Chancres  and 
chancrous  excoriation,  and  will,  when  applied 
to  the  urethra  in  certain  cases  of  Gonorrhoea, 
have  a  similar  effect. 

When  used  in  less  quantity,  or  of  less 
strength,  it  will  act  mildly,  allaying  irritation, 
moderating  the  symptoms,  •  without  having 
much  effect  in  checking  the  discharge.  Some 
errors  are  daily  committed  with  icspect  to  this 
medicine  in  the  form  of  an  injection.  It  is  not 
always  well  prepared,  it  is  seldom  levigated 
sufficiently  fine,  and  is  frequently  employed  in 
too  great  a  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  the 
vehicle. 
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There  is  a  circumstance  with  respect  to  Calo- 
mel worthy  of  note.  When  it  has  been  simply 
mixed  with  water,  and  the  Calomel  suffered  to 
subside  for  a  time,  the  clear  liquor  alone  will 
make  a  very  useful  injection. 

The  next  mercurial  injection  is  that  com- 
posed of 

Hydrarg.  Crud. 

which  may  be  united  with  water  and  Mucilage, 
by  trituration,  or  with  Aiungia  or  oil,  by  the 
same  means.  It  is  neither  stimulant,  astrin- 
gent, nor  sedative  ;  but  has  a  very  excellent 
effect  in  correcting  the  virulency  of  the  dis- 
charge, without  deranging  much,  or  altering 
considerably  the  natural  means  of  cure. 

The  syringe  employed  to  throw  up  the  above 
injections  should  never  have  a  long  tube.  Its 
extremity  should  be  conical  or  obtuse.  It 
should  be  used  without  exerting  much  force, 
or  attempting  to  carry  the  fluid  far  into  the 
urethra.  That  time  for  the  operation  should,  if 
possible,  be  chosen  when  the  penis  is  in  its  most 
flaccid  state ;  and  the  penis,  at  the  time  of  in- 
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jecting,  should  be  drawn  gently  forwards, 
as  it  were  over  the  extremity  of  the  sy- 
ringe.* 

The  above  are  the  principal  means  that  have 
been  employed  to  cure  in  the  way  of  injection. 
The  slightest  retrospect  to  the  accidents  attend- 
ing this  disease  (which  I  need  not  repeat)  will 
shew  that  whether  we  make  choice  of  simple 
or  mercurial  stimulants,  whether  astringent  se- 
datives, or  mercurials:  acting  as  .sedatives ;  or 
the  mildest  of  all  mercurials,  the  crude  mineral 
— Still  . there  is  a  degree  of  uncertainty,  if  not 
empyricism,  in  the  practice  when  trusted  to 
alone,  without  that  assistance  which  it  is  ca- 
pable of  deriving  from  our.,  general  treat- 
ment. 

Having  shewn  that  there  is  in  this  treat- 
.ment  neither  danger  of  metastasis,  hazard  of 
smothering  chancrous  infection,. nor  any  irrita- 
tion.applied,  but  what  arises  from  the  disease 
.  itself,  it  will  readily  be  granted,  that  when  in- 

*■  The  proper  syringe  should  be  of  the  smaller  size,  and 
made  of  ivory — they  have  been  in  use  to  my  knowledge  for 
forty  years,  and  may  be  had  almost  of  every  turner,  from 
Crooked  Lane  to  Hyde  Park  corner. 
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jeetions  of  a  stimulating  kind  are  employed, 
their  effects  will  be  less  likely  to  produce  in- 
flammation under  a  cooling  antiphlogistic  re- 
gimen, and  the  various  means,  formerly  de- 
scribed, which  tend  to  anodyne  relaxation,  than 
when  they  are  had  recourse  to  without  this 
precaution  ;  and  when  astringent  sedatives,  or 
mercurials  having  a  sedative  effect,  are  used, 
that  the  same  remedies,  more  particularly  the 
warm  bath,  will  probably  enable  the  surgeon, 
with  proper  attention  to  the  strength  of  his  in- 
jection, to  counteract  its  too  great  astringency, 
or  tendency  to  check  the  discharge,  and  that 
thereby  some  of  the  accidents  occurring  in  this 
disease  may  perhaps  be  obviated.  And  the 
same  practice  I  conceive  necessary  when  an  in- 
jection is  employed  early  with  a  view  to  antici- 
pate the  inflammatory  symptoms,  but  still 
more  after  their  commencement  to  moderate 
the  tendency  to  phlegmonous  inflammation. 
And  I  sincerely  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  pre- 
vent the  probable  consequences  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  combination  of  Chancre  with 
Gonorrhoea ;  but  this,  I  fear,  will  ever  remain 
an  obstacle  to  the  indiscriminate  and  unqualified 
vol.  u.  T 
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application  of  injections.  When,  however,  the 
disease  has  passed  its  height,  the  Chordee  gone, 
or  considerably  lessened,  and  the  other  symptoms 
declining,  injections,  both  of  the  mercurial  and 
astringent  sedative  kind,  may  be  safely  em- 
ployed, either  singly  or  in  conjunction  with  cer- 
tain parts  of  our  general  plan ;  and  in  the 
choice,  from  what  has  been  said  on  the  subject 
of  these  local  means  of  relief,  there  can  be  no 
difficulty. 

When  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  appears  with 
Chancre,  or  chancrous  excoriation,  in  that  case 
the  treatment  must  be  very  different  from  the 
above  mentioned.  In  the  first  place  we  may 
here  say  decidedly,  that  all  injections  and  topics 
are  wholly  inadmissible.  In  the  next,  to  the 
general  treatment  proper  for  the  Gonorrhoea 
must  be  added  a  fair  and  unequivocal  course  of 

' <>-r>     i r i r ' /"s **\  ■  rt '  kOIX)£  /   Si  1 J   illliJl  »/    lii *    •  J l-l  jL\fi 

mercury  to  cure  the  ulceration,  and  prevent  all 
consequences  from  this  symptom  in  future. 
The  reader  will  therefore  recur  to  our  first  ge- 
neral method  for  the  treatment  of  what  apper- 
tains to  the  Gonorrhoea  ;  and  to  our  observa- 
tions on  the  cure  of  Syphilis  in  the  preceding 
^art  of  the  work*  for  the  method  of  treating 
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Chancre,  or  chancrous  excoriation.  It  may 
sometimes  be  necessary  to  join  the  antiphlogis- 
tic treatment  with  mercurial  frictions,  if  inflam- 
matory diathesis  prevails.  In  lax  or  phlegmatic 
habits,  where  there  is  little  or  no  disposition  to 
inflammation,  Bark,  warm  bath,  and  mercury, 
are  the  principal  remedies  for  the  Gonorrhoea ; 
and  the  effects  of  the  latter  are  so  striking  and 
certain  in  this  particular  habit,  that  it  may  be 
trusted  to  almost  alone  for  curing  the  Gonor- 
rhoea as  well  as  Chancre. 

Gonorrhoea  in  Women. 
When  I  consider  the  uncertainty  there  is  in 
ascertaining  whether  a  woman  having  a  gonor- 
rhoea! discharge,  may  not  also,  from  the  natu- 
ral form  of  her  pudenda,  have,  at  the  same 
time,  one  or  more  concealed  Chancres  out  of 
sight,  far  within  the  vagina,  I  am  in  doubt  as 
to  the  most  eligible  mode  of  practice ;  whether 
to  treat  such  woman  as  infected  with  Syphilis, 
— presuming  that  she  has,  or  will  have  Chan- 
cres,— or  whether  it  is  better  to  consider  her  as 
other  gonorrhoeal  patients,  waiting  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  Bubo,  or  other  venereal  symptoms, 
before  she  uses  mercury  in  a  fair  decisive  man- 

t  2 
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ner  ?   There  are  difficulties  either  way.  There 
seems  a  degree  of  cruelty  in  the  idea  of  advising 
a  woman  to  submit  to  that  kind  of  discipline 
we  do  not  generally  recommend  to  a  man 
with  a  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta ;  but  the  probabi- 
lity of  her  having  the  chancrous  fomes  about 
her,  though  she  may  have  apparently  nothino- 
more  than  a  Gonorrhoea,  is  so  great,  and  must 
be  so  mischievous  to  herself  and  others,  if  the 
supposition  be  well   founded,   that   it  is  a 
question  whether  it  is  not  much  safer  to  remove 
the  difficulty  by  depending  almost  wholly  on 
the  unequivocal  effects  of  mercury  under  con- 
finement, than  to  omit  it  ?    And  the  difficulty 
is  the  greater  from  this  further  consideration, 
that  in  the  event  of  Chancres  existing,  nothing 
but  the  fair  effects  of  mercury  can  render  in- 
jections  even  tolerably  safe.    If  the  use  of  mer- 
cury to  the  system  be  vindicable  in  the  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta  of  men,  it  appears  to  be  much, 
more  necessary  in  women. 
■ 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  three 
very  different  methods  of  curing  the  Gonorrhoea, 
each  of  which  might  have  been  branched  out, 
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or  subdivided,  into  many  others  :  and  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  shew  each  method  in  its 
true  character,  and  point  out  the  necessity  of 
combining  occasionally  their  several  principles 
or  parts;  and  must  here  repeat  that  their  effects 
are  applicable  to  different  circumstances,  both 
of  time  and  disease,  and  to  the  various  consti- 
tutions we  meet  with  in  practice.  These  sheets 
were  never  written  to  entrap  the  ignorant  and 
unwary,  but  with  the  well-meant  intention  of 
adding  somewhat  to  the  pathology  and  thera- 
peutic parts  cf  medicine.  To  the  regular  profes- 
sors of  science,  therefore,  I  must  appeal,  and  to 
them  only,  to  refute  or  confirm  what,  with  res- 
pect to  the  cure  of  this  disease,  has  been  can- 
didly submitted  to  their  decision. 

Fiat  experimeftlum  was  the  language  of  the 
great  Lord  Bacon  in  philosophy. — And  as  far 
as  philosophy  and  experiment  can  safely  go 
together  in  the  living  subject  in  any  part  of 
medicine,  with  the  existing  knowledge  of  the 
day,  it  may,  without  danger,  be  the  rule  stilt 
But  let  us,  in  an  affair  of  so  much  real  im- 
portance as  the  health  of  mankind,  previously 
inquire  and  ascertain  the  general  information 


278  Remarks  on  the  Cure 

to.  be  derived  from  the  past  and  present  state  of 
medical  knowledge — the  lex  scrip  La  auctorum. 
Without  that,  our  researches,  however  well 
intended,  will  frequently  be  uninteresting,  our 
labour  fruitless,  and  practice  empiricism. 

So  much  has  lately  as  well  as  formerly  been 
said  by  writers  on  the  remote  consequences  of 
the  disease, — namely,  Stricture,  Fistula  in  pe- 
rinaeo,  diseased  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  en- 
larged Prostate  gland,  that  I  have  but  little  to 
add. 

In  proportion  as  the  disease  advances  from 
mere  inflammation  to  more  permanent  habitual 
irritation,  so  the  difficulty  of  cure  increases: — - 
adhesions,  excoriation,  and  even  ulceration 
from  the  partial  sloughing  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane may  take  place. 

I  know  very  well,  that  upon  dissecting 
urethras  of  persons  who  have  died  from  other 
causes  than  Gonorrhoea,  but  with  this  disease 
upon  them,  Morgagni,  and  others,  have  very 
seldom  found  ulceration.  And  if  they  had  ex- 
amined the  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea, 
or  bronchia,  in  persons  with  a  mere  catarrh, 
but  dying  from  some  other  cause,  they  would 
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have  had  no  better  success. — Bat  it  is  well 
known  after  many  catarrhs,  and  that  some- 
times at  no  very  late  period,  their  consequen- 
ces are  ulcerations  of  the  most  deplorable  kind, 
and  these  followed  by  pulmonary  consumption ; 
and  without  going  further  into  the  question, 
we  find  the  vestiges  of  previous  ulceration  in 
many  cases  of  considerable  Stricture.  What 
can  produce  that  obliteration  of  the  fine  deli- 
cate structure  of  the  urethra,  and  loss  of  sub- 
stance which  such  cases  exhibit,  but  the  gluing 
together  of  the  cells  of  the  membrane  by  ir- 
ritation and  inflammation  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  a  consequent  ulceration  in  the 
second  ? 

I  have  no  doubt  of  the  great  utility  of  drains, 
of  early  and  late  blistering  in  the  catarrhous 
affection  above  mentioned,  and  make  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  very  good  effects  will 
probably  follow  the  adoption  of  the  same  prac- 
tice at  any  time  during  the  progress  of  Gonor- 
rhoea, both  before  and  after  the  formation  of  a 
Stricture. 

Obstructions  in  the  urethra  may  arise  from 
different  causes,  but  the  most  common  cause 
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is  Stricture,  which  is  a  preternatural  contraction 
of  one  or  more  parts  of  the  urinary  canal,  most 
frequently  the  late  consequence  of  a  former^ 
Gonorrhoea.  From  this  disease,  also,  adhesion*™* 
of  the  inner  parts  of  the  membrane,  as  between^8 
the  surface  of  the  lungs  and  pleura,  may  take"cn* 
place.    I  am  not  certain  whether  these  adhe- 
sions are  the  effect  of  coagulable  lymph  thrown 
out  by  inflammation,  or  whether  they  are  pro-!RCl 
duced  by  ulcerated  surfaces  coming  into  con- 
tact.— Besides  the  above  causes  of  obstruction, 
there  may  be  a  diseased  verumontanum,  fun- 
gous, verrucous  excrescences  within  the  urethra,' 3V" 
and  diseased  prostate  gland. 

Verrucae  I  have  sometimes  seen  within  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra  in  women,  as  well  as  men, 
and  chancrous  infection  will  sometimes,  though 
rarely,  extend  much  farther  into  the  passage 
than  has  been  generally  imagined.  If  the  ab-  v 
sorbents  have  that  universal  distribution  which 
may.  naturally  be  inferred  from  what  we  know 
of. the  sanguiferous  and  nervous  systems,  I 
know  no  reason  why  true  venereal  poison,  from 
a  Chancre,  may  not  be  conveyed  by  a  lymphatic;o1 
communication  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  , 
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other  parts,  and  so  into  the  system,  as  well  as 
by  the  more  general  route,  through  the  lym- 
phatics of  the  groin  ;  and  I  believe  it  has  some- 
times been  the  unknown  cause  of  late  venereal 
symptoms,  when  they  have  arisen  from  what 
has  been  erroneously  supposed  only  a  simple 
Gonorrhoea  Virulenta. 

I  have  thus  far  trespassed  on  the  reader's 
patience  to  account  for  Verrucae  and  fungous 
excrescences,  which  have  sometimes  been 
found  within  the  urethra.  It  is  probable  that 
a  fungus  may  arise,  though  rarely,  without 
venereal  infection,  but  I  believe  a  true  verrucous 
excrescence  never  can. 

Stricture. 

In  a  very  ingenious  paper  by  the  late  Dr. 
Monkley,  in  the  Medical  Transactions  of  the 
College  of  Physicians,  vol.  i.  p.  174^  we  have 
an  account  of  the  stricture  of  the  oesophagus, 
the  cure  of  which  this  gentleman  attempted, 
and  effected  by  mercury.  Mr.  John  Hunter 
has  informed  us  that  Strictures  are  defects 
found  not  only  in  the  oesophagus,  rectum,  and 
other  parts,  but  also  in  the  urethra,  from 
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causes  by  no  means  gonorrhoeal.  And  this  is 
certainly  true ;  but  the  most  general  cause  of 
Strictures  in  the  urethra,  I  am  certain,  is 
Gonorrhoea. — This  gentleman  has  justly  ob- 
served, that  persons  having  Stricture  seldom 
apply  to  a  surgeon  till  they  find  considerable 
difficulty  in  discharging  their  urine,  and  the 
disease  is  often  considered  as  arising  from 
gravel,  &c.  This  is  more  particularly  true 
with  respect  to  elderly  persons  ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  some  of  them  go  on  with  Stricture 
for  many  years,  not  knowing  their  complaint, 
till  it  becomes  violent ;  the  contraction,  before 
it  is  thus  alarming,  having  for  a  length  of  time 
existed,  but  been  disregarded.  So  far,  how- 
ever, from  this  affection  being  produced,  ge- 
nerally, by  causes  not  gonorrhoeal,  and,  if  I  may 
so  say,  as  the  consequences  of  age  or  habit,, 
is  it  not  universally  known  that  we  meet  with 
them  in  all  ages  from  youth  upwards,  but 
much  more  frequently  in  young  and  middle 
aged  men  than  in  old  ? — And  such  are  almost 
always  to  be  traced  to  a  previous  Gonorrhoea., 
Why1  they  appear  so  late  as  they  sometimes  do, 
is  another  matter. — All  l  ean  say  in  answer  to 
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that  is,  that  the  Gleet,  excoriation,  or  ulcera- 
tion, which  I  apprehend  precede  the  Stricture, 
are  of  long  continuance,  and  the  process  of 
contraction  afterwards,  slow  and  gradual.  And 
as  to  its  not  being  one  of  the  effects  of  injec- 
tions, if  (as  has  been  shewn)  these  can  produce 
meta  stasis  or  translation  of  disease  from  the 
anterior  to  the  posterior  and  more  distant  parts 
of  the  urethra,  and  such  translation  is  some- 
times attended  with  very  alarming  local  inflam- 
mation, terminating  in  suppuration,  and  an 
opening  in  a  particular  part  of  the  urethra, 
there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  conceiving  that  a 
translation,  of  much  less  danger  without  ab- 
scess, may  cause  excoriation  or  ulceration  on 
one  precise  spot  of  the  membrane  more  than 
another.  And  as  this  new  affection,  produced 
by  injection,  is  partial,  so  likewise  is  its  conse- 
quence the  Stricture.  Ulceration  may  also 
arise  from  any  part  of  the  urethra  becoming  the 
principal  point  of  the  disease,  where  there  has 
been  no  metastasis,  more  particularly  ante- 
riorly, or  where  the  urethra  makes  its  turn  ;  for 
these  places  may  become  the  sink  or  receptacle 

of  the  stimulating  secretion  from  more  remote 
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parts,  as  happens  in  dysentery,  when  the  rec- 
tum ulcerates. 

I    The  general  symptoms  of  stricture  are  pain, 
a  difficulty  and  frequent  inclination  to  make 
water,  the  stream  of  urine  small,  or  made 
by  drops,  mucous  sediment  in  the  chamber- 
pot,  and  a  disposition  to  retention  and  in-3 
continence  of  urine.  '    ~  °*  l5vau  biuob  ^™ 
A  gentleman,  aged  thirty-five,  who  had  a 
stricture  for  years,  which  he  had  neglected,' 
was  seized  at  three  distinct  periods  with  a  re- 
tention or  suppression  of  urine,  from  which 
he  had  been  relieved,  but  would  have  nothing 
done  to  the  stricture.    He  had  been  once  at- 
tended by  the  late  Mr.  Pott,  and  once  by  a 
physician.    On  the  third   suppression,  Mr. 
Pott  being  indisposed,  I  was  desired  to  at- 
tend  for  him.    I  found  the  patient  in  great 
torture. — His  bladder  was  very  tense,  and  had 
been  much  distended  for  some  hours ;  his 
pulse  full,  hard,  and  strong  ;  his  countenance 
flushed,  his  skin  hot,  and  straining  violently, 
without  being  able  to  make  a  drop  of  water. 
Under  these  distressing  circumstances,  he  had 
done'  nothing;  he  had   neither  been  'bled, 
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opened,  used  Opium,  or  been  put  into  the 
warm  bath. — I  very  carefully  endeavoured  to 
pass  both  bougie  and  flexible  catheter,  but  it 
was  impossible.    The  stricture  was  in  that  part 

of  the  urethra  where  it  makes  the  bend, 

3n£rr'  to  ;ilfim2  snrui  •  10  mevrip.  5nJ  ^awr 

and  the  contraction  upon  the  bougie  and 
catheter  so  strong,  that  I  was  convinced  the 
water  could  never  be  drawn  off",  but  by  using 
stronger  efforts  than  under  the  foregoing  cir- 
cumstances I  was  willing  to  make,  without 
previously  trying  the  effect  of  more  gentle 
means.  He  was  bled, — his  bowels  were  emp- 
tied,— he  was  put  into  a  warm  bath, —  Opium 
was  administered  in  the  form  of  clyster,  with 
warm  water  and  oil. — These  means,  by  tak- 
ing off  the  violent  contraction  and  spasm  of 
the  bladder  and  other  parts,  lessened  his  pain, 
and  diminished  the  strength  and  velocity  of 
the  pulse.  The  inflammation  being  thus  re- 
duced, he  became  easier;  and  without  attempt- 
ing any  thing  in  the  way  of  operation,  with 

bougie  or  catheter,  his  urine  dribbled  from 

^Jnaioiv  -nw.'.nvAiz     i.n    :      rr*z  ?.tn  j.stlzup 

him,  the  bladder  emptied  itself,  and  he  per- 
fectly recovered, — his  urine  passing  as  it  had 
done  before  the  retention. 
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Although  this  gentleman  knew  he  had  a 
stricture,  and  that  his  life  had  been  put  to 
the  hazard,  yet  he  would  not  submit  to  use 
the  only  means  that  could  possibly  serve  him 
effectually  in  future, — I  mean  the  bougie. 
 Two  years  after  this  his  stricture  be- 
came again  troublesome,  but  without  reten- 
tion ;  he  had  pain,  a  febrile  pulse,  frequent 
inclination  to  empty  his  bladder,  mucous  se- 
diment in  his  urine,  some  degree  of  gleet, 
with  tenderness  and  induration  in  perinaeo. 
In  this  situation,  he  submitted  to  try  what 
surgery  could  do.  A  very  eminent  surgeon 
was  called  in  as  consultant  with  me.  Upon 
my  representation  of  the  case,  he  attempted, 
as  I  had  before  done,  to  pass  a  bougie,  but 
in  vain.  The  passage  of  the  urine  at  the 
stricture  was  so  small,  and  so  difficult  to 
hit,  that  we  were  foiled,  and  the  contrac- 
tion or  spasm  of  the  urethra  so  great,  that 
it  was  sensibly  felt  on  this  side  the  stricture. 
By  a  cooling  anodyne  treatment,  the  warm  bath, 
— poultices  to  the  perinasuin, — fomentations 
of  warm  vinegar, — mercury  externally,  and  bark, 
the  irritability  of  his  habit,  and  of  the  part, 
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was  gradually  lessened.  By  great  care  and 
perseverance,  at  length,  after  entering  the 
opening  in  the  stricture,  I  made  daily  some 
progress ;  but  the  irritability  of  the  parts  was 
so  great,  that  I  was  at  times  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  the  warm  bath,  and  desist  for  a 
day  or  two.  His  symptoms,  however,  upon 
the  whole,  were  greatly  alleviated ;  the  in- 
duration and  tenderness  in  perinaBo  less,  the 
inclination  to  make  water  not  so  frequent, 
less  mucus,  with  an  increased  discharge  from 
the  stimulus  of  the  bougie.  After  some  weeks 

I  got  beyond  the  principal  stricture.  Every 

line  afterwards,  excepting  about  two  inches 
of  the  passage,  which  seemed  to  be  sound, 
till  we  reached  the  prostate,  I  could  clearly 
feel  a  further  contraction,  by  the  bougie  pas- 
sing with  some  difficulty,  and  rubbing,  as  it 
went  through  a  part  of  the  bulbous  and  mem- 
branous portions  of  the  urethra.  However, 
it  passed  at  length  into  the  bladder,  upon  which 
all  his  symptoms  went,  and  there  remained  a 
free  and  open  passage ;  the  stricture  was  di- 
lated, but  probably  not  obliterated,  with  the 
disposition  to  contraction  to  a  certain  degree 
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remaining;  and  that  it  did  remain,  was  after- 
wards evident,  for  within  the  space  of  two 
years,  he  felt  at  times  greater  difficulty  in 
passing  the  bougie  than  usual  ; — he  had  also 
a  teasing  kind  of  uneasiness,  heat,  and  some- 
times increased  irritability  in  perinaeo,  which 
obliged  him  to  discontinue  the  remedy  for 
a  short  time  now  and  then.     This  uneasi- 
ness terminated  in  a  deep-seated  sluggish  sup- 
puration.   I  discharged  a  small  quantity  of 
urine  and  matter  by  puncture.    The  integu- 
ments being  so  lax,  that   they  were  move- 
able over  the  fluctuation,  I  availed  myself  of 
this  circumstance,  and  drawing  them  upwards 
over  the  cavity  containing  the  fluid,  I  there 
made  the  puncture  in  such  a  manner,  that 
the  opening  in  the  integuments,    and  that 
of  the  cavity  of  the  abscess,  did  not,  upon 
taking  away  my  finger,  correspond, — the  skin 
and  integuments  acting  in  some  measure  as 
a  valve.    I  know  not  whether  any  great  ad- 
vantage was  gained  by  making  the  opening 
in  this  way,  but  it  healed  immediately,  I 
had  no  further  trouble,  and  no  fistula  fol- 
lowed. 
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There  are  so  many  relapses  from  a  com- 
plaint of  this  kind,  that  every  man  labouring 
under  it  should  acquire  the  habit  of  intro- 
ducing a  bougie,  an  elastic  or  flexible  cathe- 
ter, that  he  may  relieve  himself  in  case  of 
a  sudden  retention  when  at  a  distance  from 
chirurgical  assistance. — This  precaution  is  the 
more  necessary,  from  this  further  considera- 
tion, that  every  considerable  stricture  leaves  a 
diseased  organization  which  the  bougie  can- 
not destroy,  and  which,  however  well  treated 
in  the  first  instance,  has  afterwards  a  greater 
or  less  disposition  to  contract. 

Having  mentioned  that  kind  of  violent  con- 
traction or  spasm  which  generally  takes  place, 
not  only  in  the  bladder  and  neighbouring  parts, 
but  in  the  urethra,  during  a  suppression,  I 
must  call  the  reader's  attention  more  parti- 
cularly to  a  lesser  degree  of  these  affections, 
which  frequently  occurs  in  stricture.  This 
disposition  to  contraction  originates  from  the 
stricture  itself,  and  thence  extends  gradually 
to  the  bladder  and  contiguous  parts,  and  an- 
teriorly, in  a  less  degree  to  the  urethra.  To 
overcome  or  moderate  this  propensity  in  the 

vol.  ir.  U 
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first   instance,   there  is  a  necessity  for  the 
means  of  producing  anodyne  relaxation  which 
need  not  he  repeated.    The  second  remedy 
for  counteracting  this  obstacle  is  to  dilate  the 
passage  with  a  bougie;  the  simple  introduc- 
tion of  which  will  give  the  parts  on  this  side 
the  stricture,  the  stricture  itself,  and  the  neck 
of  the   bladder  beyond   it,   a  disposition  to 
open.    And  it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  it  will 
frequently  do  this,  although  it  be  impossible 
to  pass  the  stricture  ;  and  when  the  irritability 
of  the  urethra  at  that  part  is  so  great  that 
\t  cannot  bear  the  contact  of  the  extremity 
of  the  bougie.    Wearing  a  few  inches  of  this 
application  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  pas- 
sage  only  for  a  few  hours  every   day  will 
sometimes  mitigate  the  symptoms,  and  dimi- 
nish both  the  .difficulty  and  pain  of  discharg- 
ing the  water,   more  particularly  when  the 
urethra  is  very  tender,   or  much  contracted. 
Some  injury,  as  well  as  much  good,  may  be 
done  by  a  bougie,  and  we  should  make  our 
first  attempts  with  proper  caution ;  and  I  am 
convinced  it  is  sometimes  much  saler  at  first 
.  to  introduce  a  bougie  not  to  the  stricture,  but 
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only  within  some  distance  of  it,  going  on  by 
degrees,  increasing  its  size,  and  proceeding 
slowly  towards  it.  Partly  by  the  discharge  pro- 
duced, and  partly  by  the  tendency  this  will  have 
in  lessening  the  general  contraction,  giving 
the  diseased  part  a  slight  disposition  to  open, 
and  establishing  in  the  patient  a  habit  of 
feeling  the  bougie,  a  preparation  will  be  made 
for  its  more  immediate  action  on  the  stric- 
ture itself.  And  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
by  this  method  of  proceeding,  a  small  open- 
ing in  the  stricture  may  be  more  certainly  hit 
in  all  cases,  but  particularly  when  the  parts 
are  painful  and  tender. 

There  is  great  difference  in  the  feel  of 
strictures,  as  well  as  in  the  size  of  the  open- 
ing through  which  the  contracted  stream  has 
passed.  Some  admit  the  bougie  with  diffi- 
culty, others  will  not  admit  one  at  all ;  and 
in  some  instances  it  will  strike  against  the  stric- 
ture as  against  a  hard  callous  body.  The 
points  of  the  bougie  are  sometimes  made 
finely  tapered,  sometimes  obtuse,  and  round- 
ed off  like  the  smooth  extremity  of  a  com- 
mon catheter.    I  prefer  the  latter  form  for 

u  2 
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general  use  as  being  much  less  likely  to 
hitch  in  a  lacuna,  or  take  a  false  course,  than 
when  finely  pointed :  but  the  first,  provided 
the  bougie  be  only  conical  at  the  extremity, 
may  be  better  for  entering  a  very  small  stric- 
ture. 

There  is  a  nicety  in  entering,  and  an  ad- 
dress requisite  in  keeping  the  point  within 
the  opening  of  the  stricture,  which  can  only 
be  acquired  by  practice ;  and  there  is  the 
same  in  keeping  it  as  close  as  possible  to 
the  obstruction  when  the  opening  cannot  be 
hit.  On  these  circumstances  much  will  de- 
pend. It  requires  patience,  coolness,  and 
perseverance.  If  the  surgeon  can  make  any 
progress,  though  slowly,  he  must  be  con- 
tented. If  after  the  exertions  of  many  days 
he  once  gets  through,  he  will  be  compen- 
sated by  seeing  the  ease  ai*d  comfort  of  the 
patient,  and  the  pleasing  prospect  of  being 
soon  at  the  end  of  his  labour. 

A  gentleman  from  Ireland  in  the  year  1777, 
aged  about  fifty,  had  been  long  subject  to  a 
mucous  discharge,  attended  with  intolerable 
pain,  and  frequent  ineffectual  attempts  to  make 
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water.  The  quantity  of  mucus  was  very  great; 
it  stuck  close  to  the  bottom  of  the  chamber- 
pot, was  of  a  thick  greasy  consistence,  and 
deeply  purulent.  He  had  not  slept  an  hour 
together  after  going  to  bed  for  seven  years, 
owing  to  the  pain  and  frequent  calls  to  pass 
his  urine.  He  was  much  worn  down,  and 
in  very  ill  health ;  some  medical  gentlemen 
who  had  seen  him  in  Dublin,  from  the  quan- 
tity and  appearance  of  the  mucus  he  evacua- 
ted, concluded  the  bladder  must  be  ulcerated. 
Mr.  Pott,  whose  patient  he  was,  entertained 
a  very  different  idea.  We  both  made  an  at^ 
tempt  to  pass  a  bougie,  but  without  effect. 
Upon  a  consultation  with  Sir  Caesar  Hawkins 
and  the  late  Mr.  Adair,  Mr.  Pott's  opinion 
was  confirmed.  After  some  preparation,  by 
putting  him  into  a  warm  bath,  ordering  an 
enema  with  Opium,  water,  and  oil,  &c.  for 
a  few  nights,  he  began  again  with  a  bougie. 
Although  the  disposition  to  contraction  in  the 
urethra  in  this  case  was  strong,  yet  the  irri- 
tability of  the  parts  was  not  great,  and  he 
bore   the  introduction  so  well,    that  I  was 
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soon  enabled  to  pass  the  bougie  night  and 
morning.  The  seat  of  the  disease  was  in  the 
bulbous  and  membranous  parts  of  the  ure- 
thra. In  three  weeks  a  very  considerable  pro- 
gress towards  the  bladder  was  made,  and  in 
proportion  to  this  progress,  so  his  symptoms 
lessened.  He  had  less  mucus  in  his  urine, 
• — the  pain,  irritation,  and  frequent  desire  to 
empty  the  bladder  were  greatly  diminished, 
—he  slept  better,  and  was  evidently  mended 
as  to  his  general  health.  Three  weeks  after 
the  first,  a  second  consultation  was  held.  I 
passed  the  bougie,  and  the  gentlemen  were 
all  of  opinion,  as  well  as  myself,  that  it  had 
entered  the  bladder.  There  was  however  a 
circumstance  still  continuing,  which  was  re- 
markable, namely,  the  disposition  in  the  ure- 
thra to  contract  on  the  bougie.  Upon  this 
Sir  Caesar  Hawkins  observed,  that  the  me- 
dicine the  patient  had  been  for  some  time 
taking,  namely  the  Barli,  would  frequently 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  this  disposition ; 
and  he  said  further,  there  was  every  reason 
to  suppose,  from  the  rapidity  of  the  cure, 
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that  notwithstanding  the  length  of  time  the 
complaint  had  remained,  the  parts  were  not 
much  diseased. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  August,  when  Mr. 
Pott  generally  went  out  of  town,  that  this 
gentleman,  among  other  patients,  was  left 
under  my  care.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised 
to  find  that  the  symptoms,  although  greatly 
lessened,  did  not  go  off  upon  the  bougie  (as 
we  had  all  supposed)  entering  the  bladder, 
but  I  soon  found  I  had  a  further  progress 
to  make;  and  luckily,  having  neither  an  ir- 
ritable patient  nor  a  diseased  prostate  in  the 
way,  the  obstacle  was  overcome,  and  the  bou- 
gie at  length  finally  got  into  the  bladder; — 
upon  this  the  symptoms  soon  ceased,  the  parts 
recovering  their  long  lost  action,  and  the 
patient  his  former  health. 

This  last  difficulty  must  have  arisen  from 
the  stricture  being  in  that  part  of  the  ure- 
thra embraced  by  the  prostate  gland;  for  upon 
measuring  the  length  of  different  bougies, 
I  could  ascertain  that  we  had  been  before 
nearly  an  inch  short  of  the  entrance  into  the 
bladder. 
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In  the  case  last  described  there  was  no  ex- 
ternal induration,  or  tendency  to  a  fistula  in 
perinaeo,  nor  difficulty  attending  the  frequent 
introduction  and  operation  of  the  bougie; 
but  it  sometimes  happens  that  even  those 
made  of  the  best  and  mildest  materials  will 
produce  sickness,  fainting,  and  considerable 
pain.  Under  these  circumstances  the  sur- 
geon must  proceed  gradually,  in  habituating  the 
feelings  and  sensibility  of  the  patient  to  the 
stimulus  of  the  bougie.  If  he  buys  them 
from  the  maker,  he  should  know  with  cer- 
tainty the  composition.  Some  from  their  igno- 
rance, others  for  their  convenience,  employ 
the  heating  gums,  Pix  Bergund.  Turpentine, 
Colophrony,  &c.  medicines,  much  too  stimu- 
lating for  so  tender  and  delicate  a  surface  as 
that  of  the  urethra.  And  although  I  have 
thrown  out  some  hints  as  to  the  probable 
advantages  of  employing  some  of  the  pus 
moventia  with  the  bougie  ;  what  was  said  must 
be  understood  as  matter  of  future  inquiry, 
and  if  attempted  as  an  improvement,  the  ex- 
periment must  be  made  with  great  care.  I 
have  constantly  myself  used  bougies  of  the 


of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenla.  2Q7 

least  stimulating  quality,  and  have  sometimes 
had  recourse  to  such  as  had  crude  mercury  in 
the  composition  ;  but  have  never  employed  the 
other  chymical  preparations. 

When  an  incontinence  of  urine  takes  place 
from  stricture,  or  obstruction  in  the  urethra, 
the  gradual  dilation  of  the  passage,  till  the 
bougie  has  fairly  entered  the  bladder,  is  the 
cure ;  and  the  same  remedy  is  applicable  to 
fungous  or  other  excrescences  within  the 
urethra  ;  but  in  these  cases,  medicated  bougies 
are  strongly  indicated. 

The  situation  of  the  verumontanum  and 
orifice  of  the  vasa  deferentia  is  such,  that  when 
disease  has  taken  place  in  these  parts,  it  is  most 
frequently  attended  with  considerable  degree  of 
irritability,  perhaps  from  their  near  connection 
with  the  prostate  gland  ;  and  this  may  happen 
without  any  corresponding  enlargement  of  this 
body.  A  previous  cooling  anodyne  treatment, 
going  on  with  the  bougie  gradually  (as  has  been 
already  explained)  being  careful  not  to  irritate 
too  much,  and  employing  during  its  use  leeches 
to  the  hemorrhoidal  vessels,  if  the  patient  can 
bear  the  loss  of  blood  :   opiates — the  warm 
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bath — and  if  occasion  should  require  blistering, 
or  a  drain  somewhere  near  the  part  diseased — 
the  tepid  sea  bath,  and  mercury  externally  (if 
the  general  state  of  the  patient  does  not  contra- 
indicate)  are  the  usual  means  of  relief.  And 
when  the  bougie  irritates  so  much  that  it  cannot 
be  born  at  or  very  near  the  seat  of  the  mischief, 
it  may  be  introduced  so  as  to  remain  in  the 
urethra  at  some  distance.  But  when  it  Hes 
easy,  and  the  surgeon  can  proceed,  he  may 
consider  the  complaint  as  Stricture,  and  go  on 
till  he  has  fairly  entered  the  bladder,  and  dila- 
ted the  passage.  For  I  know  no  just  reason 
why  a  contraction  of  the  canal  may  not  take 
place  near  the  verumontanum,  as  well  as  in  any 
other  part ;  and  the  distinction  between  a  dis- 
eased verumontanum  without,  or  with  Stricture, ' 
can  easily  be  made. 

Enlarged  Prostate  Gland. 

When  this  body  is  diseased,  some  parts  of 
the  foregoing  treatment  may  also  become  ne- 
cessary, but  there  is  more  caution  requisite  as 
to  the  external  use  of  mercury,  lest  it  should 
stimulate  the  gland  too  much,  and  increase  the 
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tendency  to  suppuration.    If  there  is  much  ge- 
neral heat  and  fever,  with  great  irritability,  it  is 
wholly  inadmissible,  till  these  circumstances 
have  been  quieted.    And  indeed,  when  this 
body  has  been  long  affected,  it  can  be  of  no  ser- 
vice as  an  antivenereal ;  and  when  its  internal 
structure  has  been  considerably  altered,  perhaps 
but  little  good  can  be  expected  from  its  deob- 
struent  power,  but  this  is  by  no  means  invariably 
true.    The  general  heat  and  irritation  must,  if 
possible,  be  appeased  in  the  first  instance. 
Leeches  to  the  haemorrhoidal  vessels  ;  country 
or  sea  air,  a  milk  or  plain  diet,  in  which  there 
should  be  a  large  proportion  of  vegetables, — 
discutients  externally,  semicupium,  or  the  warm 
sea  bath,  cicuta,  spong.  ust.  opiates  per  anum, 
producing  a  discharge   anteriorly   from  the 
urethra  by  a  bougie,  if  it  does  not  irritate  too 
much ;  a  seton,  caustic,  blistering  the  peri- 
naeum,  or  some  other  neighbouring  part,  re- 
peatedly ;  if  the  state  of  the  patient's  bowels, 
and  his  strength  will  bear  the  exhibition  of  sea 
water  internally,  and  under  certain  circumstan- 
ces Bark,  are  the  principal  means  I  would  re- 
commend, for  quieting  irritation,  diminishing 
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the  size,  and  preventing  suppuration  within  the 
gland.    When  these  objects  have  been  accom- 
plished, mercury  may  be  tried  in  combination 
with  some  of  the  means  now  mentioned  ;  but 
its  effects  must  be  carefully  watched.    It  must 
be  noted  that  the  enlargement  of  this  body, 
which  sometimes  follows,  as  a  consequence  of 
Gonorrhoea,  is  not  strictly  speaking  cancerous. 
It  may  take  place  in  a  scrophulous  habit,  but 
is  most  frequently  the  late  effect  of  inflamma- 
tion or  suppuration  ;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  I 
shall  endeavour  hereafter  to  shew  that  surgery 
may  possibly  afford  another  resource,  in  some 
cases,   when  all  the  foregoing  means  have 
failed.    With  that  kind  of  diseased  Prostate 
Gland,  which  sometimes  occurs  in  old  men, 
we  have  nothing  to  do  ;  it  does  not  properly 
belong  to  syphilis,  and  therefore  may  be  passed 
over. 

Induration  and  Fistula  in  Ferinceo. 

fart ipku  \6§q$$fb  £uj.t  .aijoiyiaq . baisb'rm  zudi 
A  fistula  in  perinaeo  may  arise  two  ways, 
Afiujjnn  .oioni  e  oJ  beooJEeti  .9 'fussaai .  9 rape  ,ni  e» 
either  after  the  partial  and  incomplete  healing 

of  a  considerable  abscess  in  the  perinacum,  or 

with  an  abscess  seemingly  trifling  like  a  boil. 
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as  a  consequence  of  Stricture.  In  both  there  is 
a  breach  in  the  urethra,  and  the  event  after 
each  is  frequently  the  same  ;  namely,  a  small 
fistulous  opening,  through  which  a  few  drops 
of  urine  escape,  this  heals  imperfectly,  and 
breaks  out  again  ;  and  so  it  goes  on  with 
more  or  less  attendant  induration  ;  or  the  com- 
plaint may  not  have  proceeded  so  far ;  there 
may  be  stricture  with  induration,  but  without 
the  urine  and  matter  having  found  a  way  out- 
wardly through  the  integuments.  As  the  last 
is  the  most  simple  of  the  three  cases,  it  should 
be  first  considered. — The  Bougie,  discutients 
externally,  more  particularly  warm  vinegar,  and 
Ung.  Hijdrarg.  rubbed  into  the  indurated  part, 
will  have  a  good  effect ;  and  by  the  united 
action  of  these  means,  the  stricture  will  gene- 
rally give  way,  the  hardness  go  off,  the  oozing 
of  urine  through  the  urethra,  which  produced 
the  hardness,  will  be  checked,  and  an  opening 
externally  prevented.  The  passage  having  been 
thus  rendered  pervious,  the  diseased  urethra 
is  in  some  measure  restored  to  a  more  natural 
state,  but  with  a  certain  alteration  of  its  struc- 
ture.   The  two  former  cases  may  be  treated 
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nearly  in  the  same  way  as  the  preceding, 
placing  the  principal  dependence  for  a  cure  on 
the  Bougie,  discutients,  and  mercury.  By  this 
gentle  management,  without  the  use  of  the 
knife,  have  many  fistulae  heen  cured,  although 
there  has  not  only  been  much  hardness  in 
perinaeo,  but  a  percolation  of  urine  into  the 
cellular  membrane,  in  various  directions.  If 
the  bougie  can  be  introduced  fairly  through  the 
stricture,  and  into  the  bladder,  the  cure  may 
safely  be  trusted  to  that  principally  5  its  size 
should  be  gradually  increased,  and  if  the  urethra 
can  bear  this,  it  may  be  worth  the  trial  to  at- 
tempt correcting  the  secretion,  by  using  other 
medicated  bougies;  by  the  term,  I  mean  the 
pus  moventia  of  the  mercurial  kind.  Such 
topics,  when  applied  to  a  common  sore,  will 
thicken  and  coagulate  a  thin  gleety  discharge  ; 
and  upon  this,  if  the  action  of  a  common 
bougie  fails,  the  greatest  dependence  may  be 
made. 

A  gentleman  subject  to  nephritic  complaints, 
who  at  two  different  times  had  had  considerable 
inflammation  in  one  kidney,  discharge  of  mucus 
and  affection  of  the  corresponding  ureter,  from 
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the  passage  of  a  stone  into  the  bladder,  was 
relieved  by  the  usual  means ;  but  after  the  last 
attack,  he  found  his  urine  still  loaded  with 
mucus,  which  continued  so  long,  and  was  in 
such  quantity,  that  it  was  apprehended  he  would 
go  into  a  decline  from  the  drain  ;  he  was  daily 
losing  his  appetite,  strength  and  flesh.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  from  the  suggestion 
of  a  friend,  he  took  an  ounce  of  bark  a  day  for 
several  days  ;  this  lessened  the  discharge  con- 
siderably, and  by  recurring  to  the  same  remedy 
he  recovered  his  former  health.  His  urine, 
however,  at  times  retained  some  degree  of 
foetor  and  mucus.  Years  after  this  he  con- 
tracted a  gonorrhoea.  He  was  himself  a  medi- 
cal man,  and  considering  it  a  slight  matter,  he 
used  an  injection  of  Zinc.  Vitriol.  This  took  off 
the  running,  but  was  soon  followed  by  a  tender- 
ness in  perinaeo  ;  the  inflammation  went  on, 
and  ended  in  an  abscess,  notwithstanding  his 
efforts  to  prevent  it.  The  matter  was  let  out, 
and  when  his  sore  was  considerably  contracted, 
and  he  had  employed  a  bougie  for  some  time, 
he  came  to  town,  and  went  on  gradually  dilating 
the  passage,   and  using    mercury  externally. 
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During  this  course,  small  indurations  would, 
after  feeling  more  tenderness  and  difficulty  in 
passing  the  bougie  than  usual,  from  time  to 
time  arise ;  they  would  proceed  to  a  crude 
kind  of  suppuration,  and  upon  opening  them  by 
puncture,  they  immediately  healed.  At  length 
by  perseverance  the  passage  became  very  free, 
neither  hardness  nor  external  opening  remain- 
ing. In  this  state  he  returned  to  the  country, 
followed  his  business  as  usual,  and  remained 
with  the  occasional  assistance  of  the  bougie, 
well,  till  a  third  attack  upon  the  kidney  and 
ureter,  on  the  opposite  side  to  that  formerly 
affected,  occasioned  his  death.  Upon  exami- 
nation, it  appeared  that  the  substance  of  the 
kidney  first  affected  had  melted  away,  and  in 
the  ureter  on  the  opposite  side  there  was  a 
stone  which  could  not  pass.  But  the  urethra, 
and  part  where  the  stricture  was,  shewed  only 
the  vestiges  of  former  disease  ;  being  much 
less  affected  than  the  bladder,  ureters,  or  kid- 
neys. 

Another  gentleman,  surgeon  to  a  man  of 
war,  when  in  Uie  West  Indies,  for  a  gonor- 
rhoea which  he  contracted  there,  made  use  of 
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a  calomel  injection.  It  stopped  the  discbarge 
immediately,  but  occasioned  tenderness,  hard- 
ness, and  at  length  abscess  in  perinaeo  ;  all  the 
means  he  could  apply  not  being  sufficient  to 
prevent  the  formation  of  matter.  He  came  to 
England  with  so  considerable  a  breach  in  the 
urethra,  probably  from  the  membrane  having 
sloughed,  that  every  time  he  emptied  his  blad- 
der, the  urine  would  come  through  the  wound 
in  a  small  stream  ;  complicated  with  this  affec- 
tion, he  had,  though  a  young  man,  an  enlarged 
Prostate  Gland.  He  lingered  on  for  some 
time,  but  at  last  died  consumptive. 

The  above  cases  are  not  adduced  as  the  only 
instances  that  might  be  brought  forwards,  nor 
do  I  wish  by  mentioning  them  to  discourage 
altogether  the  practice  of  employing  injections 
in  proper  hands ;  for  I  know  they  may  be 
highly  useful ;  but  their  application  should  be 
left  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  well  in- 
formed medical  men,  and  to  them  only.  These 
gentlemen  weresensible  intelligent  practitioners, 
but  they  were  both  wrong  ;  the  one  treated 
his  complaint  too  lightly,  being  deceived  by  its 
apparent  slightness ;  or  perhaps  thinking  he 

VOL.  II.  X 
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could  anticipate  the  symptoms  by  an  early  use 
of  the  sedative.  The  other  expected  at  a 
more  advanced  period  to  lessen  the  subsisting 
inflammation  and  virulency  of  the  disease  by  the 
local  application  of  a  mercurial.  And  the  im- 
mediate consequences  were  nearly  the  same  in 
both  cases.  ■  .  js^^a 

When  the  urethra,  towards  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  is  thoroughly  diseased,  and  there  is 
no  possibility  of  dilating  or  opening  the  con- 
tracted part  internally  by  bougie,  or  caustic, 
applied  to  the  stricture.  When  other  circum- 
stances are  pressing,  little  urine  coming  through 
the  urethra,  and  that  little  with  considerable 
pain,  as  much  nearly,  perhaps,  passing- 
through  one  or  more  fistulous  openings  in 
perinseo,  and  neighbouring  cellular  membrane, 
and  these  openings  also  attended  with  con- 
siderable induration ;  it  has  been  proposed  to 
dilate  the  several  sinuses,  divide  the  stricture, 
and  lay  the  whole  of  the  diseased  urethra  open 
to  the  bladder  ;  thereby  putting  the  several  in- 
jured parts  under  the  necessity  of  suppurating 
largely,  and,  by  a  new  and  different  arrange- 
ment of  circumstances  endeavouring  to  obtain 
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a  cure.    Xhe  case*  described  by  Air.  John 
Hunter  is  very  interesting;  but  though  the  pa- 
tient did  well  from  the  operation,  and  was  great- 
ly relieved,  being  able  to  pass  his  urine  after- 
wards by  the  natural  passage,  the  difficulty  of 
entering  the  bladder,  either  with  bougie  or 
catheter  still  remained.  Notwithstanding  this,  if 
it  .should  ultimately  turn  out   that  this  pa- 
tient could  for  life,  or  a  great  length  of  time 
pass  his  urine  freely  by  the  penis,  it  will  be  a 
very  useful  fact,  and  clearly  shew  that  the  sim- 
ple division  of  the  diseased  membrane,  after 
opening  the  collateral  sinuses  without  exci- 
sion or  the  removal  of  indurated  parts,  maybe 
as  curative  in  a  fistula  in  perinaco  as  the  simple 
division  of  the  gut  is  in  the  fistula  in  ano. 

In  another  case  mentioned  by  Le  Dran,-f" 
a  cure  was  obtained,  but  in  a  different  way  ; 
for  he  used  the  mode  of  excision,  which  per- 
haps was  not  necessary  ;  and  after  the  cure 
was  more  fortunate  in  being  able  to  pass  a 
bougie,  and  recommend  tbe  occasion  ;!  use  of 
it  to  his  patient  afterwards. 

•  See  his  Treatise  on  the  Venereal  Disease,  p  l(iQ. 
f  See  Consultations  de  Cliirurgie,  p.  2'A 

X  1 
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QUE  .jA^NW5*  ^iVnouoO  \s>     -  , 

It   may  be  asked   what  is  gained  by  the 

performance  of  operations  so  painful,  and  of 
such  difficult  execution  ?  The  dispersion  of 
the  several  indurations  in  the  perineum,  the 
healing  of  the  fistulous  orifices,  the  cessation 
of  that  oosing  of  urine  into  the  cellular 
membrane  and  other  parts  productive  of 
those  indurations,  originating  in  a  breach  of 
the  urethra,  which  breach,  when  compre- 
hended in  the  incision,  closes;  inconsequence 
of  this  the  pain  and  other  distressing  symptoms 
cease ;  and  the  case,  after  cure,  becomes  a 
contraction  of  a  new  kind,  in  consequence  of 
healing  a  considerable  wound  recently  made 
in  parts  formerly  altered  by  disease,  and  may 
fairly  be  compared  to  that  kind  of  contrac- 
tion which  follows  the  operation  of  lithotomy. 

vi  Liiiasaaiil  visuoivsriq  iusiLatl  .IIijE  ejs^caq, 
Petit  in  a  case  described  in  the  memoirs 

of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery,*  succeeded 

in  the  cure  of  a  fistula  in  perinseo,  where 

the  opening  in  the  urethra  was  within  the 

prostate  gland,  which  was  probably  enlarged. 

In  his  reflections  on  this  cure,    he  observes 

^ossnhsq  ni  ssluJcift  isiUp  arnoe"  oi  bsbnsjxs 

*  Memoires  de  I'Academie  Royale  cte  Chirurgie,  torn.  I- 
png.  6' 19- 
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*dJ  yd  b9iYifia  &  fidies  *f  Igm  jl 

that  the  operation  would  not  have  answered, 

it"  the  patient  had  not  first  undergone  a  mer- 
curial course  to  destroy  the  venereal  virus, 
which  he  says  existed  in  his  patient's  habit; 

nor  would  it  have  taken  place  afterwards,  if 

iErnu90   sni    oJnr    stiiw  to   M"'*-0?  .^El'* 
he  had   trusted   to  an  external   division  of 

parts,  and  not  carried  the  incision  of  the  ure- 

io  noBSid  s  ni  ^rfrjEfirQno  jsfKJiJBHiBfli  osoir 
thra  (as  he  expresses  it)  "  au-dela  du  col  de 

la  Vessie,"  and  he  adds,  "  En  effet  l'experi- 

ence  nous  apprend  que  par  l'operation  on 

ne  guerie  point  les  fistules  et  sur-tout  celles 

du  perinee,  si  Ton  se  contente  d'ouvrir  l'ex- 

terieur ;  et  qu'il  faut,  que  l'orifice  interne  de 

la  fistule  soit  compris  dans  l'incision."  His 

incision  went  into  the  prostate,  if  not  through 

it ;  but  he  did  not  venture  on  this  part  of 

.vrnojonj!).  to  rfousraqO  Stl*  avtouot  tlinriw  noil 

the  process  till  he  had  previously  lessened  by 
mercury  not  only  the  induration  felt  by  the 
rectum,  in  which  induration  that  of  the 
prostate  was  included  ;  but  also  those  of  the 
perineum.  I  have  an  idea  that  the  same  line 
of  practice  with  respect  to  mercury  may  be 
extended  to  some  other  fistulas  in  perinaeo, 
even  when  complicated  with  an  enlarged  pro- 
state gland  ;  and  that  the  simple  division  of 
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the  latter  afterwards  may  tend  to  the  sav-? 
ing  of  some  lives,  which  by  a  less  decisive 
treatment  have  been  lost.  In  many  common 
strictures  (as  has  been  shewn)  the  symptoms  do 
not  cease  till  the  bougie  has  made  its  way 
fairly  into  the  bladder ;  and  I  agree  with 
Petit,  that  when  the  breach  or  opening  is  in 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  if  the  incision  does 
not  comprehend  this  opening,  the  operation 
will  be  useless.  Time  will  throw  more  light 
on  these  subjects,  and  may  shew  us  even 
in  the  case  of  an  enlarged  prostate  gland  from 
a  gonorrhoea,  that  when  a  free  passage  into  the 
bladder  (on  which  I  apprehend  much  depends) 
•  cannot  be  accomplished  by  other  more  gentle 
means,  and  the  patient  is  daily  getting  into 
a  very  perilous  state  ;  relief  may  at  last  be 
procured  by  an  incision  through  its  neck. 
And  thus  at  the  same  time  it  is  possible 
that  the  great  object  of  diminishing  the  size 
of  the  gland  by  the  large  suppuration  which 
must  necessarily  follow,  will  be  obtained  ;  it 
matter  has  formed  within  its  body,  that  mat- 
ter will  be  evacuated,  and  the  bladder  itself 
relieved  from  the  subsisting  irritation. 
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Puncture  of  the  Bladder. 

If  all  other  means  of  relief  have  been  fruit- 
less, and  the  bladder  is  greatly  distended  by 
inflammation,  in  what  has  been  called  by  the 
French  a  complete  retention,,  and  by  us  a 
suppression  of  urine,  the  bougie  and  cathe- 
ter having  been  of  no  avail,  and  mortification 
likely  to  follow  speedily;  it  has  been  recom- 
mended to  empty  the  viscus  by  making  a 
small  opening  into  it.  And  the  operation  has 
been  done  in  three  diiferent  places  ;  namely, 
above  the  pubis,  in  that  part  of  the  bladder  not 
covered  by^the  peritonaeum;  through  the  rec- 
tum and  bladder  beyond  the  prostate  gland  : 
and  in  the  perinaeum.  The  first  two  are  not  dif- 
ficult to  perform,  if  the  bladder  be  sufficiently 
distended  to  be  felt  above  the  pubis^  or  by 
the  finger  from  the  rectum  ; — and  as  they 
have  been  well  explained  by  other  writers, 
I  need  not  enter  into  them,  only  mention- 
ing that  with  respect  to  the  first  an  exter- 
nal  incision  of  the  integuments,  till  the  sur- 
geon  can  feel  the  distended  bladder,  will  greatly- 
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facilitate  the  making  the  puncture  in  a  pro- 
per manner. 

The  third  operation  is  more  difficulV'whe- 
ther  performed  by  Mr.  Hunter's  method*, 
or  by  that  mentioned  by  Desault-f.  The 
precise  part  of  the  perinaeum  where  the  lat- 
ter directs  the  puncture  to  be  made  is  thus 
described — "  Tandis  qu'un  aid  comprime  lege- 
rement  la  region  hypogastrique,  le  chirurgien 
ayant  un  doigt  dans  le  rectum  pour  I'eloigner 
du  lieu  oli  se  fait  la  ponction,  port  le  trois- 
cart  dans  le  milieu-d'une  ligne,  qui  partant  de 
la  tuberosite  de  l'ischion,  se  termineroit  au 
raphe,  deux  lignes  devant  la  marge  de  l'anus, 
&c." 

I  have  seen  very  few  cases  in  which  it  has 
been  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  any  of  these 
truly  disagreeable  alternatives  to  enable  me  to 
determine  their  respective  merits.  Desault's 
method  might  perhaps  be  improved,  by  making 

first  an  external  incision,  till  the  bladder  can 

tii  "''sbbfild  9x1  't  ^jfiivitim^  <ioi  h^hnsttiffloosn  scf 

*  See  Mr.  Hunter's  Observations  on  the  Venereal  Dis 
'.  ease,  page  1 90. 

■[  See  the  Journal  de  Chirurgie,  torn,  iii.  p.  l66. 
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be  distinctly  felt,   and  then  performing  the 
puncture. 

But  when  disease  has  long  subsisted  in  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  been  the  occasion  of 
retention,  and  such  diseased  affection  remains, 
it  may  be  asked,  what  prospect  is  there  of  these 
operations  being  any  thing  more  than  mere 
palliatives  ?   If  for  instance,  the  puncture  above 
the  pubis  has  been  made,  and  the  distension 
removed,  the  bladder  may  very  possibly  fill 
again.    The  fact  is,  they  can  only  relieve  an 
accidental  retention,  arising  from  inflammation 
in  persons  whose  urethra  are  diseased.    And  if 
the  obstruction  is  of  that  alarming  nature  that 
no  instrument  can  pass,  from  the  great  disease 
of  the  parts  ;  and  little  or  no  passage  remains 
for  the  urine,  though  the  surgeon  may  punc- 
ture, and  empty  the  bladder  pro  hac  vice,  he 
may  be  under  the  necessity  of  repeating  the 
operation,  or  the  patient  will  still  be  in  danger 
of  his  life.    Therefore  of  all  the  means  that  can 
be  recommended  for  emptying  the  bladder  in 
such  cases,  that  it  may  be  said  would  probably 
be  the  best  which  aims  at  two  objects,  namelv, 
the  lessening  the  original  complaint  (the  disease 
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in  its  neck)  and  at  the  same  time  removing  the 
retention. which  is  its  consequence.  In  some 
instances,  perhaps,  the  practicability  of  getting 
into  the  urethra  beyond  the  stricture  (as  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Hunter,  in  his  Observations  on 
the  Operation  for  the  Fistula  in  Perinaao)  may 
be  worth  consideration,  even  in  the  case  of  re- 
tention. But  the  actual  division  of  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  cannot,  I  think,  be  as  vindicable 
in  other  cases  of  obstruction  in  this  particular 
part;  for  such  operation  would  be  not  only  very 
difficult  to  perform,  but  extremely  hazardous, 
and  is  what  even  the  daring  confidence  of 
French  surgery  has  not  yet,  I  believe,  ven- 
tured to  propose.  The  parts  being  greatly 
altered,  thickened,  and  rendered  callous  by 
disease  ;  the  difficulty  of  getting  into  the  blad- 
der  this  way  must  be  infinitely  greater  than 
any  attempt  to  cut  for  the  stone,  as  Friar 
Jaques  was  said  to  have  done,  without  the 
direction  of  a  staff.  And  under  the  above  cir- 
cumstances the  surgeon  can  have  no  guide 
but  the  rapha,  and  his  own  anatomical  know- 
ledge, for  making  such  an  incision  as  shall 
enable  him  to  get  through  the  stricture,  and 
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afterwards-  search  for  the  small  contracted  pas- 
sage towards  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  in  or- 
der to  the  introduction  of  a  female  elastic 
catheter,  or  grovcd  director  ;  if  he  can  intro- 
duce either,  he  is  so  far  fortunate,  and  may 
then,  if  he  pleases,  easily  divide  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  with  a  cutting  gorget  as  in  the 
lateral  operation  of  the  stone.  But  .  if  he  has 
no  such  direction  what  can  he  do  ?  He  may, 
perhaps,  be  able  to  dilate  the  membranous 
portion  of  the  urethra,  and  even  part  of  the 
prostate,  without  wounding  the  rectum  ;  but 
when  he  has  gone  so  far  safely  in  this  direc- 
tion, there  are  only  two  ways  in  which  he  can 
possibly  proceed  farther.  He  may,  perhaps, 
by  turning  the  back  of  the  knife  towards  the 
rectum  be  able  to  carry  on  the  incision  towards 
the  bladder  laterally,  as  Mr.  Cheselden  con- 
stantly practised  in  cutting  for  the  stone,  be- 
fore the  invention  of  the  gorget  now  in  use. 
Or,  by  a  nice  piece  of  dissection,  first  separa- 
ting the  prostate  gland  to  a  certain  distance 
from  its  attachments  to  the  rectum,  and  mak- 
ing afterwards  the  division  from  below  upwards, 
keeping  the  gut  away,  and  turning  the  back  of 
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ii  tails,  i  dnois,fi  Ito  uorJofiiixs  adi  'bnsiis  ssToab 
the  knife  towards  it,  he  may  thus,  perhaps,  be 
np  >tnsmii9'izy  aiafti  u     Jsum  baiqmaf in  lav^ 
able  to  set  the  stricture  of  the  neck  of  the 
pj  ..).,  r-iJo'J  thA-:\Ay  ugd  anola  ami!  noinv.' 
bladder  free.    These  are  only  some  of  the  dif- 
.  .  -  v  1  Luc  /JilidoiJociq 

ficulties  of  attempting  to  remedy  the  two  objects 

at  once.    But  there  is  this  further  obstacle. 

-sitibcL  1  §§  .2"»  t*V8dI  1  ^amuyrttib  Icai 

In  the  case  alluded  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder 

is  in  such  a  state  from  inflammation,  that  it  can 

hardly  be  supposed  to  bear  so  much  additional 

irritation. — In  short,  in  whatever  light  this 

truly  deplorable  case  of  suppression  be  viewed, 

there  are  difficulties  almost  insuperable  ;  and 

probably    therefore  the  puncture  above  the 

©B   uaja  vd  ciate  "i/Sfn  agfiaeib  aflj  woil  nv/aflz 
pubis,  or  that  through  the  rectum,  may  gene- 
rally be  the  safer  methods.    The  one  will  be 

z&ii  J  sib  He  <?1  tt'jvai  bluov/  isbean  arn  afisab 
effected  in  a  distant  part  of  the  bladder,  the 

other  beyond  its  neck  and  prostate  gland.  If 

the  patient  survives,  it  may  be  an  object  cf 

future  consideration  whether,  when  he  does 

not  labour  under  a  complete  retention  of  urine, 

he  will  submit  to  a  very  painful  and  uncertain 

operation,  and  thereby  endeavour   to  obtain 

sift  lo  elm  banuiwto.  AxOtnAt  ssBanSj  •  •  •  "ft  sawn 
more  permanent  relief  for  his  disease,    bucn  no 

doubt  would  be  made  into  parts  highly  diseased, 

but  without   laceration,   and  without  those 

difficulties  which  must  in  a  greater  or  less  • 
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decree  attend  the  extraction  of  a  stone  ;  and  if 
ever  attempted  must  be  a  mere  experiment,  on 
which  time  alone  can  decide,  both  as  to  its 
practicability  and  utility.  Being  contented  my- 
self with  pointing  out  what  I  conceive  to  be 
real  difficulties,  I  leave  this  as  I  have  before 
left  some  other  important  questions,  respecting 
certain  points  of  practice,  in  the  late  conse- 
quences  of  gonorrhoea,  to  the  future  observation 
and  investigation  of  others.* 

Having  come  to  the  last  and  most  truly  dis- 
agreeable termination  of  some  gonorrhoeas,  and 
shewn  how  the  disease  may,  step  by  step,  go 
on  till  it  endangers  life  itself,  I  must  earnestly 
desire  the  reader  would  revert  to  all  that  has 
been  previously  said  as  to  the  indispensable  ne- 
cessity of  preventing  and  removing  speedily 

\ci  j'">'>ido  nii  30,  YJfJrp  ^  ,857t7"tlf8  Jfl'intKj  OTiJ 
inflammation,  and  all  its  more  early  consequen- 

*  Since  the  former  edition  much  very  useful  information' 
has  been  given  by  Mr.  Homej  and  lately  by  Mr.  "Vv'hately, 
on  the  subject  of  Strictures.  The  one  endeavouring  to 
make  an  artificial  passage  through  strictured  parts  of  the 
urethra,  so  as  to  open  a  way  into  the  bladder  by  the  lunar 
caustic,  the  other  by  the  application  of  the  kali  purum. 
These  are  great  improvements  on  the  former  mode  of  prac- 
tice, and  require  a  separate  discussion. 
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ces  ;  also  to  the  observations  made  on  the  ac- 
tion of  mercury  in  this  disease;  when  the  state 
of  inflammation  and  habit  were  not  inimical  to 
such  action  ; — and  the  uses  to  which  certain 

injections  of  the  least  stimulating,  or  sedative 
kind,  under  particular  favourable  circumstan- 
ces of  disease,  might  be  applied.    And  view 
the  three  methods,  namely,  that  calculated  for 
inflammatory  diathesis,   that  frequently  em- 
ployed in  contrary  circumstances,   and  that 
generally  attempted  by  injections,  separately  as 
parts  ;  and  when  united,  as  forming  a  system  of 
practice  capable  of  being  directed  according  to 
the  judgment  of  the  practitioner  to  this  or 
that  particular  case  of  disease.    When  he  has 
so  done  he  will,  I  hope,  clearly  perceive  that 
nothing  but  inattention  to  the  principles  of  each 
of  the  three  methods  can  ever  bring  a  gonor- 
rhoea!   patient  under    the    truly  distressing 
situations  of  having  either  metastasis,  affection 
of  the  prostate  gland,  ab?cess,  fistula  in  perinaco, 
or  suppression  of  urine;  and  if  the  disease  he 
counteracted  in  time  by  the  several  means  of 
cure  which,  have  been  fully  pointed  out,  such 
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consequences  would  rarely,   if  ever,  follow. 
To  these  therefore,  as  my  last  request,  I  do 
sincerely  recommend  him  to  direct  his  atten- 
tion.  If  it  should  be  urged  against  me,  that  in 
what  has  been  said  I  mean  to  discourage  the 
practice  of  using  injections,  I  beg  leave  to  say, 
I  have  never  entertained  such  an  idea.    I  could 
not,  with  my  eyes  open,  avoid  secirg  in  the 
course  of  my  life  some  of  the  mistakes  which 
have  been  made  in  their  application.    I  wish  to 
moderate  a  too  great  and  indiscriminate  confi- 
dence in  these  means  of  cure,  particularly  when 
trusted  to  alone,  and  have,  by  making  the 
student  previously  acquainted  with  the  reme- 
dies by  which  the  disease  may  be  cured  with- 
out any  injection  in  two  very  opposite  states, 
enabled  him  to  judge  with  accuracy  what  he 
may  with  safety  chuse  as  assistants  to  their 
several  properties ;  and  what  he  must,  to  be 
successful,  avoid.  It  is  certain  that  Gonorrhoea 
Virulenta  may  be  cured  without  them.    But  it 
is  no  less  true  that  they  may  very  properly 
come  in  as  useful  auxiliaries  to  a  general  treat- 
ment, or  when  a  greater  reliance  is  placed  in 
them,  their  specific  effects  may  no  doubt  be 
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made  less  dangerous,  and  the  sphere  of  cura- 
tive action  increased  by  combining  them  with 
some  parts  of  such  treatment. 

Some  practitioners  consider  every  purulent 
running,  with  the  smallest  appearance  of  inflam- 
mation or  heat  at  the  orifice  as  venereal,  and 
immediately  use  injections  either  of  the  sedative 
or  mercurial  kind,  without  waiting  to  see  what 
kind  of  progress  the  disease  will  take,  whether 
it  will  increase,  or  be  attended  with  ardor  urinas, 
chordee,  or  not ;  such  a  gonorrhoea,  so  imper- 
fectly defined,  may  or  may  not  be  venereal. 

The  urethra  is  a  mucous  membrane,  as  much 
so  as  the  membrana  pituitaria  narium,  or  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea ;  from  both 
these  surfaces  we  have  catarrhous  affec- 
tions and  purulent  secretions.  No  medical 
man  can  have  a  common  cold  without  noting 
the  previous  irritation,  the  thin  defluxion  of  the 
secreted  fluid,  the  thickening  of  that  fluid  by 
a  kind  of  natural  suppuration  (if  I  may  so  call 
it)  and  its  attaining,  in  the  progress  of  the 
disease,  a  deep  purulency.  We  find  in  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra  a  similar  train 
of  symptoms,  n  t  rain  naturally  common  to  all 
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mucous  surfaces  in  every  part  of  the  body.  I 
write 'tt,  with  submission  to  more  intelligent 
men,  but  I  cannot  believe  that  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the    urethra   alone    has  not 
a   natural    propensity   to  similar  affections, 
from  various   causes  of  irritation,  indepen- 
dent of  all    syphilitic  infection.     When  a 
purulent  secretion  follows  a  suspected  con- 
nection without   much   heat,  without  chor- 
dee,  without   the   disposition    to  metastasis 
and  without  that  progressive  suite  of  symp- 
toms which  mark  a  genuine  Virulent  Go- 
norrhoea, it  may  indeed  be  presumed  to  be 
venereal,  but  where  is  the  proof?    This  kind 
of  discharge  has  bsen  said  not  to  be  curable  by 
mercury  like  the  other  species,  but  may  be 
taken  off  by  injections  in  a  day  or  two.    If  that 
be  true,  in  all  probability  such  discharge  was 
not    venereal,   but  the   gonorrhoea  simplex^ 
Such  a  gonorrhoea  I  have  known  run  itself  off, 
and  disappear  without  any  assistance  from  me- 
dicine in  the  course  of  a  week,  by  the  mere  ef- 
forts of  nature,  and  such  cases  not  being  vene- 
real, we  do  not  wonder  that  mercury  to  the 
ystem  makes  no  impression.    Nor  is  it  ex- 

VOL,  II.  Y 
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traordinary  if  the  usual  consequences  of  a 
Virulent  Gonorrhoea  suppressed,  do  not  fol- 
low. 

To  suppose  that  every  purulent  or  pus-like 

secretion  is  venereal,  and  as  such  infectious. 

vjoflv/  Jfj£L"  .j'^rtTtofids  oi'oopnjjftjfh  iflhivfn^s^otf 
would  be  to  blend  two  things  which  may  be 

essentially  different.  All  that  can  be  said  when 
such  a  circumstance  appears  suddenly  after 
connection  is,  that  it  looks  suspicious.  -  Time 
and  due  attention  to  the  progress  of  the  symp- 
toms must  settle  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease. 
A  man  who  implicitly  believes  that  every  run- 
ning of .  this  kind  is  venereal  may  cure  such 
claps  as  it  were  by  magic,  for  the  patient  may 
have  a  running  one  day  and  get  rid  of  it  on  the, 
next,  and  such  complaints  are  common.  A 
true  gonorrhoea  is  never  cured  so  expeditiously 
by  any  injection,  or  any  treatment  whatever. 
Let  the  disease  be  well  and  accurately  ascer- 
tained in  the  first  instance,  before  any  decisive 
attempt  be  made  to  cure  it.  If  the  appearances 
are  doubtful,  let  the  discharge  be  left  to  itself 
to  pursue  its  regular  determined  course,  under 
simple  ablution,  or  the  cautious  injection  of 
-tepid  water,  and  the  progress  of  the  symptoms 


///  C, </„/,( rh/r.a  yi/uUrdo.  21% 

yAW  toon  abew  whether  the  complaint  be  rw- 

lent  or  tt' A. 

'Y\i>:t".  an-  */W\.\U*'*  <.'t>:ui'.r<->.  with.fj  »}<«-. 
urethra,  hut  t\*»  '->"■■  r.-.f.  '/sjiri'-.w.*:*,  :uA 

l,:,*  r--::.j  :SM :;'.!,'•-!  to  ^o;,o:  r  ho::i.    Jiut  v/n':fi 

th/ry  »:>k't  j/!;:'/-.  .ill  o».h<TT  i'Sw\f.t*l%  tll*y 

\nir%\if,  their  (///it  natural  cj,nr»:.  I  Jo  //<■  (.'/' 
sometimes  find  a  ehawere  at  the  orfftce  of  tin: 
urethra  tnaWiuy  r;- /:>;/< oo  that  membrane 
tvil.fi'x jt  :if.y        r. •!.:•.•  ;^or,orr f.o  a  f     iJv.v  not 

Ill j*  discriminate  t let  two  »y mptoms  of  gonor- 
rhea aw\  rhanerc  sufficiently  ?    Betide*,  if  in 
every  pronorrhcea  there  were  internal  chancres, 
'  yry  gonorrhoea  would  he  followed  v'-ri'-n-.iiy 
by  bubo,  tending  to  •tfppnration,  and  also  by 
secondary  symptom!  of  Juts,  which  is  by  no 
means  the  case,   'J  liey  may,  however,  take 
plaee  from  an  internal  chancre,  hut  thin,  as 
w;rt  nai'i  hefon-,  )-.  no  "/io!i,',:i  o'.ourrencc,  and 
does  not  apply  directly  to  the  diteace  in 
(jucition.   Having  Mid  that  a  purulent  appear- 
ance in  the  discharge,  soon  after  a  suspected 
connection,  in  not  always  an  infallible  mark  of 
gonorrhoea!  infection  ;  I  tony  add  that  txwu- 
lency  remaining  after  the  disease  ha*  go  e 
through  itsxtage*  regularly,  v.-ithout  tbi  flfd  of 

y  2 
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injections,  as  in  our  first  and  second  methods 
of  cure,  is  not  always  infectious.    3ut  the  like 
discharge  when  it  recurs  after  the  early  use  of 
mercurial  or  other  injections  which  operate 
to  its  suppression,  may  probably  be  infectious 
in  the  true  gonorrhoea,  even  at  a  late  period. 
For  in  the  discharge  resides  the  virus,  and  if 
checked,  it  is  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  re- 
tained.   If  the  virus,  according  to  the  idea  of 
some,  be  chancrous,  where  can  be  the  advan- 
tage of  penning  it  up  by  injections  ?  The  put- 
ting a  stop  to  such  running  in  the  early  stage  of 
a  gonorrhoea  would  be  analogous  to  healing  an 
external  chancre  by  a  topic.    And  we  all  know 
that  such  practice  is  followed  almost  infallibly 
by  secondary  symptoms  of  lues.    But  the  fact 
is,  such  consequences  do  not  follow  the  suppres- 
sion of  gonorrhoea,  therefore  it  must  have  less 
virulency  than  chancre,  and  is  indeed  a  very 
different  modification  of  the  disease.    And  this 
I  take  to  be  the  true  reason  why  the  prevalent 
practice  of  employing  injections  is  not  attended 
with  the  above  disagreeable  consequences.  For 
they  have  been  used  frequently  in  the  early  as 
well  as  subsequent  stages  of  gonorrhoea,  without 
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much  discrimination.  A  practice  in  my  opi- 
nion both  injudicious  and  dangerous.  I  do 
not  object  to  it,  however,  on  the  ground 
that  such  treatment  will  be  followed  by  the 
true  secondary  symptoms  of  Lues,  (though 
if  that  were  the  case,  it  would  be  an  addi- 
tional argument  against  injections,)  but  as  lend- 
ing frequently  to  hernia  humoralis,  inflamma- 
tion in  perinaeo  and  neck  of  the  bladder, 
&c.  Consequences  closely  connected  with 
gonorrhoea,  but  which  have  no  relation  what- 
ever to  a  genuine  chancre.  Fur  these  accidents 
never  follow  the  premature  healing  of  a  chancre. 

But  be  the  nature  of  the  gonorrhceal  in-> 
fection  what  it  may,  to  stop  the  discharge 
prematurely  is  an  evil  of  no  small  magnitude. 
When  we  reflect  that  the  glans  and  spongy 
part  of  the  urethra  and  lacunae  are  not  only 
inflamed  but  loaded  with  the  infectious  fluid 
in  the  first  and  second  stages  of  gonorrhoea, 
surely  it  must  be  more  safe  to  suffer  it  to  es- 
cape than  to  retain  it  as  a  fomes  morbi.  The 
tendency  to  metastasis  which  generally  pre- 
vails during  these  stages,  is  another  reason 
for  omitting  such  injections  as  act  by  sup- 
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pressing  the  discharge,  and  the  probability  that 
gonorrhoea  may  be  combined  with  chancre  at 
an  early  period  affords  another.  Added  to 
which,  if  the  theory  of  some  be  correct  that 
every  gonorrhoea  is  chancrous ;  upon  that 
ground  alone  injections  would  be  inadmissi- 
ble, for  no  one  would  depend  upon  the  mere 
efficacy  of  a  wash  for  the  safe  cure  of  an 
external  chancre.  In  which  way  soever  this 
matter  be  viewed,  the  impropriety  of  using 
such  injections  as  put  a  total  stop  to  the  dis- 
charge in  the  first,  and  early  in  the  second, 
stages  of  gonorrhoea  must  be  apparent.  It 
is  better  to  permit  the  inflamed  parts  to  be 
unloaded,  under  the  relaxing,  cooling  treat- 
ment detailed  in  our  first  general  method, 
employing  mercury  to  the  system  or  perinaeum, 
after  the  inflammatory  diathesis  has  been  low- 
ered by  the  means  there  mentioned  in  some 
habits;  and  having  recourse  early  to  mercury 
in  others,  where  that  diathesis  does  not  pre- 
vail. The  symptoms  should  all  be  upon  the 
decline,  from  the  general  treatment,  before 
injections  arc  employed.  And  even  then  it 
may  be  of  more  advantage  not  to  aim  im- 


oj  Gonorrhoea  Viruknta.  327 

mediately  at  the  actual  suppression,  but  rather 
at  the  amelioration  of  the  secretion  for  some 
time. 

If  an  injection  be  used  early  in  the  dis- 
ease that  would  be  the  safest,  which  has  no 
sedative  power  whatever  ;  increasing  the  dis- 
charge without  producing  too  much  irritation : 
of  that  nature  probably,  is  a  very  weak,  solution 
of  the  caustic  alkali ;  this  is  a  cleanser,  without 
any  sedative  property,  and  may  act  chymically 
on  the  diseased  mucus.  But  it  is  too  stimu- 
lating, if  not  used  before  the  coming  on  of 
inflammation;  even  then,  it  must  be  largely  and 
accurately  dil  uted.  The  solution  of  sublimate  has 
been  used  with  the  intention  of  stopping  the  dis- 
charge; and,  from  a  weak  solution,  it  has  been 
recommended  to  proceed  to  a  stronger  ;  it  ap- 
pears that  this  acts  setiatively,  and  that  the  object 
by  change  to  a  stronger  application  is  to  stop 
the  discharge. 

I  must  remark  that  injections  composed  of 
Calomel  are  much  less  stimulating  than  those 
of  Hydrarg.  Mur.  and  when  the  quantity  of 
calomel  is  in  an  over  proportion  to  the  water, 
its  sedative  power  may  be  so  great  that  this 
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may  sometimes  put  an  immediate  stop  to  the 
discharge,  with  as  much  certainty  as  any  astrin- 
gent sedative  whatever.  It  must  therefore,  be 
employed  in  a  small  quantity,  if  the  inten- 
tion be  to  moderate  the  secretion  without 
checking  it  wholly.-— And  (as  has  been  hint- 
ed before)  the  clear  liquor  from  an  infusion 
of  calomel  in  water  may  be  sufficiently  im-. 
pregnated  both  with  muriatic  acid  and  mercury 
to  make  a  useful  injection  of  a  middle  kind, 
without  that  degree  of  sedative  power  which 
attaches  to  calomel  mechanically  mixed,  and 
without  that  degree  of  irritation  which  the 
sublimate  solution  is  apt  to  produce.  The 
calomel  used  in  any  way  should  be  thorough- 
ly levigated  with  water. 

If  mistakes  have  happened  as  to  the  diagnosis 
of  gonorrhoea,  when  there*  is  an  evident  pu- 
rulency  in  the  discharge,  (as  I  have  endea- 
•voured  to  show)  ;  what  can  be  said  to  other 
secretions  in  which  there  is  no  such  puru- 
lency?  How  many  men  have  gleets  before 
and  during  the  formation  of  a  stricture!  are 
these,  because  the  secretion  may  be  sometimes 
after  connection  discoloured,    or  yellow  3nd 
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pas-like,  also  to  be  considered  as  truely  go- 
norrhceal  ?  Is  every  new  and  accidental  irri- 
tation from  coition  in  such  persons,  because 
marked  with  purulency,  venereal?  Surely  not. 

If  practitioners  instead  of  the  more  power-, 
ml  injections  would  be  contented  with  clear 
tepid  water,  (if  they  are  determined  to  use 
any)  they  would  find  both  comfort  and  con- 
venience without  danger,  during  the  first  and 
second  stages  of  gonorrhoea,  or  whenever  they 
are  under  a  state  of  uncertainty.  But  even  an 
injection  of  this  very  mild  kind  may  do  harm, 
from  the  aukwardness  of  the  person  using  the 
syringe,  under  great  subsisting  irritation  and 
inflammation.  Upon  the  broad  basis  of  a 
general  treatment,  no  accidents  nor  any  ma~ 
terial  injury  can  follow,  and  the  cure  may 
be  compleated  within  six  weeks  or  less,  even 
without  any  medicated  injection — by  both  the 
general  modes  of  treatment  formerly  pointed 
out. — This  may  be  called  by  some  a  great 
length  of  time  for  the  cure  of  a  gonorrhoea, 
but  the  disease,  when  treated  by  injections 
only,  often  runs  out  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
ent. 
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Every  discharge  from  the  urethra,  not  fol- 
lowed by  that  train  of  symptoms  in  succession 
described  in  our  history  of  gonorrhoea,  is  of 
doubtful  character,  and  may  not  be  venereal, 
and  the  number  of  these  is  so  great  that 
they  have  often  given  unmerited  reputation  to 
a  practice  which  if  followed  in  a  true  legiti- 
mate gonorrhoea  would  do  much  mischief. 
But  such  equivocal  discharges  most  of  the 
injections  now  in  use  will  take  off,  either 
partially  or  wholly,  and  it  seems  a  very  speedy 
and  concise  way  of  getting  a  cure  for  a  clap. 
And  if  the  cases  are  trifling,  without  ardor 
urinae  or  chordee,  the  absence  of  these  symp- 
toms, when  the  injection  is  used  early,  is  often 
attributed  to  its  anticipating  power;  whereas 
the  mistake  is  in  not  ascertaining  the  true 
nature  of  the  disease  at  the  outset.  It  was  a 
gonorrhoea,  but  probably  not  of  the  syphilitic 
kind.  In  saying  this  1  do  not  mean  to  be 
understood  as  asserting  that  there  are  no  in- 
fectious discharges  without  heat  of  urine,  or 
choYdee  at  this  early  period.  But  it  would 
be  wiser  to  wait  for  more  evidence  of  the 
disease  than  a  purulent  discharge,  before  the 
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injection  is  employed,  for  with  that  symptom 
only,  the  disease  (if  infectious)  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  be  formed. 

In  the  true  gonorrhoea  the  specific  is  ca- 
pable not  only  of  destroying  infection  by  its 
application  to  the  system,  but  of  removing 
also  every  particle  of  discharge  in  many  in- 
stances.   And  when  the  symptoms  are  parti- 
cularly severe  and  pressing,  I  treat  this  seem- 
ingly trifling  disease  as  any  other  acute  one, 
and  bring  my  remedies  to  bear,  so  that  they 
may  have  a  full  power  of  action — during  the 
most  irritable,  inflammatory,   and  dangerous 
states  of  the  disease,  and  this,  I  have  found 
from  experience,  to  have  a  surprising  effect 
in  shortening  the  time  of  cure.    There  exists 
no  doubt  infection,  bat  our  first  and  second 
general  methods  of  treatment  may  be  greatly 
assisted  by  injections  both  of  the  mercurial  and 
sedative  kind.  I  prefer  such  as  have  mercury  for 
their  basis,  never  employing  the  astringent  se- 
datives but  at  the  close  of  the  disease,  when 
only  a  gleet  without  infection  remains :  at  that 
period  the  latter  may  be  frequently  of  the 
greatest  service.    In  our  natural  history,  the 
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disease  was  divided  into  two  stages,  and  I  en- 
deavoured to  shew  what  was  the  general  state 
of  the  urethra  in  each  stage.     In  the  early 
part  of  the  second  stage,  in  the  natural  pro- 
gress of  the  disease,  there  is  a  strong  dis- 
position to  phlegmonous  inflammation,  consi- 
derable irritation   in   the  passage,  generally 
with  the  secretion  diminished,  and  the  chor- 
dee  subsisting.    I  watch  with  great  attention 
this   dangerous  period  of  the   disease,  and 
counteract  it  by  enjoining  quietude,  and  em- 
ploying some  of  the  various  means  of  relief, 
fully  detailed   in  our  first  method  of  treat- 
ment, which  need  not  be  now  repeated.    I  do 
not  recommend  injections  in  the  first  stage, 
nor  in  this  state  of  the  second  stage,  but  re- 
lying  on  general  means  of  relief,  and  on  mer- 
cury, I  suffer  the  discharge  to  take  its  course. 
When   the  chordee  has  subsided,  and  the 
discharge  is  ameliorated  or  thickened,  if  the 
parts  by  this  time  have  been  sufficiently  un- 
loaded, and  the  irritation  diminished,   I  use 
an  injection  of  calomel  and  water.  Sometimes 
alone,  but  more  frequently  with  the  calomel 
enveloped  in  mucilage  of  gum  arable,  or  what 
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is  better,  a  small  quantity  of  amylum.  The 
symptoms  being  all  on  the  decline,  these  ap- 
plications tend  still  more  to  thicken  the  se- 
cretion, which  being  gradually  diminished  in 
quantity  and  altered  in  quality,  this  checking 
can  do  no  harm,  and  the  cure  soon  follows. 
And  so  permanent  is  this  mode  of  cure,  that 
the  renovation  of  the  symptoms  is  hardly 
possible. 

If  however  this  injection  should  not  an- 
swer perfectly,  leaving  only  a  trifling  gleet, 
the  last  remnant  of  departed  infection,  an 
injection  of  the  zinc,  vilriolat.  will  restore  the 
weakened  and  relaxed  pores  to  their  usual 
healthy  state.     When  the   disease   is  thus 
treated,  I  am  of  opinion  the  discharge  may 
be  devoid  of  infection  some   days  before  it 
ceases  entirely,  even  though  some  degree  of 
yellowness  may  be  perceivable  in  the  mucus. 
It  may  seem  extraordinary  when  I  assert  that  a 
renewal  of  the  symptoms  after  such  a  cure 
is  hardly  possible,  but  it  is  a  fact.    For  in- 
flammation and  venereal  irritation  having  been 
not  only  checked,  but  extinguished,  by  the 
general  treatment  in  the  first  instance,  the 
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secretion   still  continues  to  exert   itself  ag 
an   evacuant    from  the    formerly  inflamed 
and  loaded  parts.     There  are  therefore  se- 
veral powerful  means  in  action   toward  the 
cure  of  the  disease,  namely,    an  antiphlo- 
gistic treatment,    with  dilution,  warm  bath, 
opium,   &c.  when  strongly  indicated  in  the 
first  place  ;   the  antivenereal  power  of  mer- 
cury, to  the  system  and  part,  under  circum- 
stances of  inflammation,  guarded  and  coun- 
teracted sufficiently,  in  the  second ;   and  in 
the  third  place,  nature's  great  remedy,  the 
increased  secretion  or  discharge.— And  after 
all,  when  the  danger  from  inflammation  ^  and 
venereal  irritation  is  over;  there- is  a  fourth 
means  of  cure,  namely,  the  specific  and  se- 
dative operation  of  a  mild  and  powerful  in- 
jection; producing  its  sanative  effects  without 
pain,    without   stimulus,    and   without  that 
hazard  which  the  sublimate  injection  is  lia- 
ble to.    What  is  still  more  in  favour  of  a 
general  treatment  is,  that  the  cure  will  fre- 
quently follow  without  the  assistance,  of  any 
injection,  provided  the  discharge  be  not  sud- 
denly or  prematurely  checked.-r-And  as  to  the 
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accidents  of  the  disease,  they  cannot  happen 
whilst  that  continues  in  due  quantity. 

I  may  add  that  the  Beds.  Capaiv.  alone, 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  second  stage,  will 
tend  greatly  towards  a  cure,  by  removing  the 
gleet,  and  that  troublesome  degree  of  irrita- 
bility of  the  membrane  which  keeps  it  up. 
The  balsam  should  be  inveloped  in  mucilage, 
and  given  with  diluents,  to  obviate  a  too  forcible 
action  on  the  kidneys  and  bladder.  And  this 
medicine  has  often  been  joined  to  injections 
both  of  Calomel  and  the  Zinc.  Vitriolat.  with 
the  most  perfect  safety  and  the  happiest 
effect,  in  the  last  stage  of  the  disease.  I 
never  give  it  in  any  other. 

I  have  quoted  in  a  former  part  of  this 
work  Piso,  as  the  author  who  has  given  long 
ago  some  hints  as  to  its  internal  and  exter- 
nal use ;  of  the  latter  method  of  employing 
it  in  the  form  of  an  injection  I  have  no 
knowledge.  But  of  its  internal  efficacy,  many 
very,  extraordinary  proofs  might  be  given. 
It  is  difficult  to  get  it  genuine,  and  there  ii 

great  judgment  required  in  its  exhibition  

But  it  is  certainly,  when  well  applied,  a  verv 
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powerful  means  of  checking  not  only  a  gleet, 
but  mucous  discharges  from  the  kidneys  arid 
bladder.    Of  like  medical  property  is  the  &als. 
Gilead.  I  well  remember  to  have  cured  a  lady 
'  who  had  made  chocolate  coloured  water  from 
her  kidneys,  and  was  sinking  under  the  drain 
and  mucous  discharge,  by  combining  this  me- 
dicine with  Bark — and  she  lived  many  years 
afterward — and  did  not  at  last  die  from  the 
disease. 

How  different  are  the  effects  upon  a  true 
gonorrhoea,  when  treated  from  the  earliest 
period  of  the  disease  by  injections,  whether 
of  the  mercurial  or  sedative  kinds!  If  the 
patient  be  fortunate  enough  to  escape  the 
common  accidents  of  injections,  the  treat- 
ment is  frequently  uncertain  as  to  its  effects, 
and  tedious  as  to  its  duration.  When  the  case 
turns  out  fortunately,  it  may  seem  a  plea- 
santer  road  to  health  than  that   above  des- 

'        *i     t\t  Vjtf  fiA^i'W f il  lift  fYi 

cribed,  but  there  are  many  rubs  in  the  way ; 
admitting  that  no  ill  consequences  arise  im- 
mediately, the  time  of  cure,  whether  it  be 
short  or  long,  is  passed  not  without  some  de- 
gree of  anxiety  and  uncertainty.    And  if  the 
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medical  properties  of  the  injection  do  not 
stop  the  discharge,  according  to  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  practitioner,  (on  which  stoppage 
many  wholly  depend)  recourse  be  had  to  in- 
creasing the  strength  of  the  topic,  this  is 
neither  always  safe,  nor  effectual.  The  known 
acrimony  of  the  solution  of  muriated  mer- 
cury must  necessarily  limit  its  strength ;  and 
with  respeet  to  the  calomel  injection,  it  may 
act  too  sedatively,  thus  this  also  is  limited, 
though  not  by  its  stimulus.  But  they  both  i 
tend  to  suppress  the  symptoms  without  cur- 
ing the  disease  absolutely,  which  often  runs 
out  to  a  considerable  length,  the  discharge 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree  recurring  the  whole 
time.  Nature,  even  here,  shews  her  superiority 
over  art,  and  though  under  the  influence  of 
these  applications  ;  she  is  constantly  endea- 
vouring to  pursue  her  own  course,  labouring 
to  evacuate  what  medicine  has  been  striving 
to  suppress  with  an  obstinacy  j  of  which  those 
only  who  have  depended  solely  on  injections 
for  a  cure  can  form  an  adequate  idea.  The 
objections  to  this  method  are  the  accidents 
to  which  it  is  liable,  which  in  my  opinion 
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are  insurmountable.  But  in  the  methods  de- 
tailed and  recommended  above,  there  are  com- 
paratively none.  The  practitioner  may  here 
see  his  way  clearly  from  the  beginning,  the 
symptoms  diminishing  and  going  on  gradually 
towards  a  progressive  state  of  amendment,  and 
finally  to  a  lasting  cure. 

What  has  been  hitherto  said,  the  reader  will 
be  pleased  to  apply  to  the  true  legitimate  gonor- 
rhoea, and  to  no  other. 

I  must  repeat,  that  every  discharge,  not 
followed  by  that  concurrence  of  symptoms  in 
succession  which  has  been  described  in  our 
history  of  gonorrhoea,   may  be  of  doubtful 

t 

character  ;  it  may  or  may  not  be  the  effect  of 
venereal  infection. 

When  a  gonorrhoea  comes  on  without  ten- 
dency to  metastasis,  without  heat  of  urine,  or 
with  a  slight  degree  of  it  only,  and  without 
chordee,  the  disease  appears  in  a  very  different 
form  from  that  above  mentioned.  And  that  it 
does  appear  thus  frequently,  with  a  discoloured 
secretion  there  is  no  doubt. — Of  what  nature 
is  this  discharge  ?  This  question  is  of  some 
importance.    If  infectious,  the  virus  probably 
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acts  differently  upon  different  urethrae.  Thus, 
for  instance,  in  a  person  who  has  a  gleet,  or 
urethra  unsound,  the  natural  irritability  of 
the  membrane  may  be  so  great,  that  upon 
receipt  of  infection  it  may  not  have  the  usual 
disposition  of  retaining  it,  as  in  a  sound  urethra. 
It  may  therefore  neither  ferment  on  the 
part  (if  I  may  use  the  expression)  in  the  com- 
mon manner,  nor  produce  the  more  regular 
symptoms  of  the  disease  in  their  natural  order ; 
there  being  only  a  purulency  in  the  dis- 
charge, perhaps  with  some  slight  c!e{Trt  e  of  heat, 
consequent  on  the  suspected  connection.  I 
think  it  probable  that  many  such  cases  may 
arise  from  venereal  infection,  but  there  are 
many  also  which  are  not  syphilitic.  Injections 
in  these  cases  have  a  remarkable  effect,  neither 
occasioning  the  usual  accidents,  nor  disappoint- 
ing the  patient  of  a  cure,  (and  to  one  legitimate 
gonorrhoea,  there  are  many  of  this  description.) 
These  gonorrhoeas  are  therefore  favourable  to 
the  practice  of  employing  injections.  But  if 
the  affair  of  infection  be  doubtful,  the  safer 
way  even  here  is  to  wait,  and  attend  to  the  se- 
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cretion  and  symptoms  for  a  few  days,  and  after- 
wards act  as  circumstances  may  direct,  'ssi^sfe 

The  immediate  application  of  a  powerful  in- 
jection in  every  species  of  gonorrhoea  upon  the 
first  alarm,  and  before  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  true  nature  of  the  disease  can  be  formed, 
will  perplex  the  judgment,  and  must  end  in 
uncertainty.  These  kind  of  cases  have  been 
frequently  taken  for  and  treated 'as  legitimate 
gonorrh esse,  and  when  a  cure  follows  they  have 
given  unexpected  comfort  to  the  patient,  and 
credit  to  the  practitioner.— But  such  are,  I 
suspect,  gonorrhoea?  of  a  distinct  species.  The 
practice  of  employing  injections  early  is  cer- 
tainly much  safer  in  these  cases  than  in  the  true 
venereal  gonorrhoea,  atfd  to  this  distinction  I 
hope  the  reader  will  attend.  For  amongst 
the  aggregate  number  there  are  simple,  and 
equivocal,  as  well  as  virulent  gonorrhoeas. 

If  there  are  equivocal  gonorrhoea?  as  well  as 
virulent,  which  I  am  convinced  there  are.  If 
what  was  highly  virulent  in  the  first  instance, 
may  (as  in  Lues  Venerea  of  a  determined  cha- 
racter) be  broken  down  by  mercury  or  medi- 
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cine  ;  there  may  ,be  different  gradations  or 
degrees  of  disease  in  gonorrhoea,  though  that 
may  have  been  originally  highly  virulent.  And 
these  may  produce  from  connection  stronger 
or  weaker  affections  of  the  urethra. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  Mr.  Becket  (see, 
the  Philosophical  Transactions,  No.  357—365, 
366)  that  the  origin  of  Lues  Venerea,  was  an- 
terior to  the  siege  of  Naples,  and  that  it  was  in 
short  known  in  this  country,  ages  before  this 
period.     His  arguments   are   plausible,  but 
he  has  failed  in  the  proof.    He   has  shewn 
from   an  ancient  manuscript,   said  to  have 
been  written  about  1430,  that  what  was  then 
called  the  sickness  of  brenning  or  burning  was 
common  in  the  licensed  stews  of  this  city  and 
its  neighbourhood  ;  of  which  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  there  were  twelve,  and  before  that 
period  eighteen. — The  fine  imposed  on  the 
stewholder,  who  kept  a  woman  in  his  house 
with  this  complaint,  was  a  hundred  shillings  ; 
no  inconsiderable   sum  in  those  days.    In  a 
curious  manuscript  written  on  vellum,  by  John 
Arden,  surgeon  to  Richard  II.  and  Henry  IV. 
aboot  1380,  he  defines  the  sickness  of  brennjng 
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to  be  a  certain  inward  heat  and  excoriation  of 
the  urethra.  Arden  considered  the  complaint 
as  local,  and  his  mode  of  cure  was  this,  "  Item 
contra  incendium  virgae  virilis  interius,  ex 
calore  et  excoriatione  flat  talis  syrenga  (i.  e. 
injectio).  Accipe  lac  mulieris  masculum  nutri- 
entis  et  parum  zacarium,  oleum  violas  et  ptisanae, 
quibus  commixtis  per  syringam  infundatur,  et 
si  praedictas  admiscueris  lac  amygdalarum  melior 
erit  medicina."  If  as  has  been  supposed, 
these  gonorhcaae  were  contagious,  what  was 
the  nature  of  that  contagion  ?  Was  it  leprous, 
or  was  it  analogous  at  all  to  what  we  now  call 
the  itch  ?  Is  it  not  most  probable  it  was  the 
effect  of  over  exertion  and  want  of  cleanliness  ? 
In  another  manuscript,  written  also  by  Arden,  it 
appears  that  caruncles  in  the  urethra  were  an- 
ciently very  common.  And  Mr.  Becket,  whe 
has  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  examining  the 
old  English  writers  and  records  of  physic,  has 
made  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  the  sickness 
of  brenning  was  literally  a  clap. — As  to  this 
matter  I  leave  every  one  to  form  his  own 
opinion  from  what  has  been  said.  Mr.  Becket's 
idea  of  the  remote  origin  of  Lues  Venerea/ 
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which  he  attempted  to  prove,  First,  from 
the  description  of  the  sickness  of  brenuing,  and 
subsequently  from  local  ulcerations,  phymosis, 
and  poraphymosis,  &c.  and  thirdly,  from  com-, 
paring  the  symptoms  of  the  venereal  disease 
with  that  species  of  leprosy,  which  is  attended 
with  an  ozena  or  destruction  of  the  nose,  does 
not  appear  to  me  well  founded.  But  he  has 
shewn  the  strong  analogy  between  Lues  Vene- 
rea and  lepra,  and  has  proved  that  we  had  in 
this  country,  a  species  of  gonorrhoea  ages  before 
the  appearance  of  Lues  Venerea  in  Europe. 
A  fact  of  no  small  importance. 

On  the  subject  of  gonorrhoea,  I  expected 
to  have  found  something  very  clear  and  ex- 
plicit in  the  writings  of  John  of  Gaddesdcn, 
(the  author  of  the  Rosa  Anglica)  for  he  has 
treated  fully  of  diseases  of  the  kidneys,  bladder, 
and  parts  connected  with  them,  and  with  un- 
common accuracy  for  the  time  in  which  he 
lived,  (from  1320  to  1340.)  And  I  was  not 
wholely  disappointed ;  for  if  what  he  has 
called  the  Apostema  virgse,  in  the  secoftd  note 
annexed,  was  not  a  species  of  gonorrhoea,  I 
know  not  what  it  could  have  been. 
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His  descriptions  of  the  stone,  and  of  the  opera- 
tion for  removing  it  from  the  bladder  are  curious. 
And  he  has  given  a  full  and  circumstantial 
account  of  the  lepra,  for  which  disease  in  his 
time,  there  were  public  receptacles  called 
Lazar  houses,  not  only  in  England,  but  all 
over  Europe,  This  writer  as  Mr.  Becket  has 
truly  stated,  has  mentioned  the  circum- 
stance of  infection  arising  from  connection, 
with  leprous  women,  and  his  preventives 
may  be  seen  in  the  first  note,  De  ulcera- 
tione  virgse,  page  Q27,  Vol.  J. 1  In  028  he 

1  Ulcera  virgae  vinlis  proveniunt  vel  ex  coitu  cnm  jn- 
vencula  vel  ex  coitu  cum  menstruata,  vcl  ex  retentione 
urinae  et  spermatis.  Si  ex  coitu  cum  juvencula.  tunc  utere 
unguento  albo  Rhasis  et  Lanfranci ;  si  ex  coitu  cum  men- 
struata  inungatur  cum  oleo  vitellorum  ovorum,  illud  enim 
statim  sanat.  Sed  si  ibi  sit  calor  et  ardor,  tunc  cum  oleo 
xosarum  et  pilis  leporinis  simul  contritis  comficiatur  era- 
plastrum  vel  cum  aqua  rosarum  tepida  lavetur ;  deinde  cum 
panno  lineo  molli  de:,iccerur.  Item  ex  calce  viva  saepius 
ex  aqua  lota,  myrrha  ac  thure,  ana.  Fiat  pulvis  et  prasmissa 
fomentatione  ex  nqua  decoctionis  ibliorum  salicis,  plantaginis, 
vitis  tepide  supci  ponatur.  Radix  ungulas  caballinae  aquaticae 
cocta  et  per  modum  cnloplasmatis  impositn,  unica  nocte 
turaorem  et  inflatiouetn  sedat.  Pulvis  corticum  mali  granati 
.^mposuus  est  optimus.  Item  canna  per  se  tantundem  potest. 
Cum  succo  hypcrici  fiat  fomentatio  et  cum  herba  fiat  cata- 
plasma.    }n  supercalefacfione  virgae  fomentetur  virga  cum 
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gives  the  cure  for  what  he  calls  Apostema 

lacte  caprmo  tepido  et  lanceolata  superponatur  in  sevo 
arietino  recenti  frixa,  vel  per  se  torrefacta  superponatur. 
Sed  si  qnis  viilt  membrurh  ab  omni  corruptione  servare, 
cum  a  muliere  rCcedit  quarh    forte    habet  suspectam 
d<*  irnmunditie,  lavet  illtfd  cum  aqu3  frigida  mixta  cum 
aceto  vel  de  urina  propria  intra  vel  extra  pracputium.  Item, 
R  Vini  albi   boni  lib.  2.  viridis  asris  drach.  1.  Auripig- 
menti   drach.  2.  Terantur  postrerria  duo  subtillissime  et 
ponatur  in  vino  illo  et  saepius  rnoveantur   et  reserventur 
Usui :  quantb  atitiquius  eo  melius,  stante.  virtute  vini.  In 
illo  vino  madenat  paniuis  linius  vetus  et  superponatur  loco 
skgrbi  vulnus  enim  desiccat.    Cancrum  interficit  et  ulcera 
curat.    Sed  si  ibi  non  sit,  nisi  sola  excoriatio  tunc  pannus 
lineus  vetus  in  flquam  rosamm  calidam  intingatur  et  super- 
ponatur. Aloe  curat  vulnera  et  excoriationem.    Sic  pulvis 
cucurbitae  siccse,  desiccetur  alius  pannus  et  superponatur. 
Pulvis  olibani  cum  unguento  Agrlppae  superponatur ;  quia 
consolidat  vulnera  virgae  contracta  ex  coitu  cum  virgine.  Si 
pruritus  sit  in  virga,  h.-Kderam  terrestrem,  rosas,  absinthium 
in  aqua  decoque  et  superpone.    Si  virga  tendatur  ex  grossa 
ventositate,  sicut  ex  immoderata  ejus  erectione,  loco  afrecto 
calido  existente.     R — 01.  Rosar  unciam  S.  ceras  part.  1. 
liqtiifiant  irrvicem,  et  postea  in  aqua  frigida  lavetur  massa, 
donee  unguenti  albi  formam  recipiat  ungatur  virga  et  loca 
circumstanlia,  si  fuerint  calida.    Da  patienti  consumentia 
ventositatem ;  ut  sunt  agnus  castas,  semen  rutae,  eyminu'rrV, 
anisum  et  similia.  _  Si  virga  induretur  vel  alteruler  testicu- 
Jorum  vel  etiam  ambo,  tunc  R  furfuris   tritici  quantum  Vis 
fortitur  pista  in  mortario  donee  fiat  pulvis,  distemperetur 
cum  oxymelle  ex  duabus  partibus  aceti  facto  et  una  mellis, 
in  quo  ammoniacum  dissolvatur;  superponatur  tepidum  et 
saepe  removiatur.  Valet  in  aposfemate  duro,  in  durifie  splenis 
trt  in  nodositate  juncttrfarum  et  ideo  in  mente  tua  illud 
tene  et  memorise  commenda;  quia  valde  est  utiif. 


346  Remarks  on  the  Cure 

Virgae,2  and  in  929  the  cure  for  the  Apostema 
testiculorum,3  (probably  a  hernia  humoralis.) 

9  Virga  aliquando  in  apostema  convertitur  propter  hu- 
mores  calidos  et  tunc  adsunt  pruritus  et  ardor :  aliquando 
generantur  ex.  huraoribus  frigidjs  et  tunc  adest  laxitas  et 
gravitas.  Aliquando  ex  ventositate,  quae  non  cedit  tactui 
et  sentitur  tensio  fortis  sine  pondere.   Igitur  praemissa 
phlebotomia   lenique   evacuatione  cura    instituatur  cum 
localibus.  In  causa  igitur  calida  paretur  initio  emplastrum 
repurcussivum  speciale  hoc  modo.  R.  Cor-t.  Granatorum, 
sosarum  siccarum,  lentium,  plantaginis,  ana,  drach:  1.  co- 
quantur  in  aqua  et  cum  aqua  dissolvantur,  addatur  ol. 
rosarum  et  fiat  emplastrum.  Succus  solatri  est  bonus  super- 
positus  cum  tana.    Si  dolor  sit  fortis  fiat  epithema  cum 
lacte  mulieris,  oleo  rosato,  vitellis  ovorum,  et  si  necessi- 
ty requirat,  adde  apium,  omnem  sedabit  dolorem. — Dein- 
de fiat  maturatio  sic    Radix  Jusquiami  coquatur  in  aqua 
et  teratur  cum  axungia  porcina  recenti  et  superponatus ; 
idem  facit  radix  altheae  et  senetionis  eodem  modo  pre- 
pavatus.    In  causa  frigida  emplastrum  expertum  in  prin- 
ciple hoc  est.  R.  Ossium  Dactylorum  part,  ij.— Altheae. 
part.  1.  tcrantur  cum  aceto  et  fiat  emplastrum.  Deinde 
fiat  maturatio  cum  Rad.  Dapatii  acuti  aut  porri  in  aqua 
decocta  et  cum  exungia  veteri  frixa,  fluente  autem  sanie, 
ut  libere  possit  exire  ponalur  in  canali  ipsius  virga;  tenta 
de   bombace,    vel  stuppa,   et  dentur  in   potu  diuretica. 
Quod  si  fuerit  ex  ventositate  et  pauca  caliditate  detur  in 
potu  semen  agni  casti  vel  ruta,  quia  curat  hunc  morbum 
"sufficicnter. . 

3  Jposttmatis  Tcstkulomm  Curatio.— Testiculorum  Apos- 
tema curatur  eodem  modo  sicut  apostema  virgae.  Itaque  a 
principle  paretur  emplastrum  ex  foliis  caulium,  citra  farina 
hordei  et  vitellis  ovorum  oleo.   Deinde  fiat  maturatio  cum 
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I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  go  through  this 
once  celebrated  work;  but  it  appears  to  me, 
to  have  been  written  with  great  care,  and  by 
a  man  well  acquainted  not  only  with  the 
works  of  the  more  ancient  writers,  but  the 
Arabian?.  And  he  was  the  first  English  writer 
who  has  described  the  small-pox  and  measles. 

The  arrangement  of  his  facts,  whether  these 
were  taken  from  others,  or  conjointly  with  others, 
were  the  result  of  practice,  with  his  powers  of 
selection  and  discrimination,  I  know  not  but  he 
has  given,  at  a  very  early  period  of  medical 
literature  in  this  country,  a  work,  as  far  as  my 
researches  have  gone,  valuable  for  its  fide- 
lity, and  which  in  better  hands  than  my 
own  may  lead,  (I  firmly  believe  will  lead 
hereafter,)  to  the  elucidation  of  what  has 
been  called  the  dark  age  of  physick  in  this 

farina  fabarum,  camomilla,  althea,  mucilagine  seminis  Lini, 
vel  ex.  farina  hoidei  cum  raelle  et  aqua,  turn  resolvatur  apos- 
tenia  cum  passulis  enucleatis  et  cymino,  simul  contuiis 
et  cum  vino  mixtfs.  Et  notandum,  quod  in  passionibus  virgae 
vel  testiculorum,  convenit  peplum  aut  faschia,  ne  suspensio 
noceat,  faciendo  materiam  currere  ad  locum  dolentem. 

Ro;a  Aaglica,  Ed.  Augusta  VindelXeorum.  Typis  IVf. 
Mangeti.  1595. 

■ 


348  Remarks  on  the  Cure,  &c. 

country.  His  descriptions  of  diseases  are  short, 
but  strongly  marked,  without  verbosity  or 
circumlocution,  but  with  a  certain  degree  of 
absurdity  and  error,  in  some  points,  common 
to  the  period  in  which  he  lived.  He  must 
have  collected  from  documents  in  manuscripts 
long  since  lost,  or  now  mouldering  in  the 
libraries  of  this  and  other  countries.  And, 
to  his  credit  be  it  Said,  he  has  recorded  a  great, 
number  of  facts'  without  any  tincture  of  the 
mystery  and  alchymical  jargon  of  his  day. 

I  have  entered  thus  far  into  the  labours 
of  our  remote  ancestor  to  shew,  that  there 
may  be  local  ulcerations  of  the  pudenda  now, 
as  there  were  in  his  time,  not  chancrous  ;  and 
also  gonorrhoeae  wholly  unconnected  with  Lues 
Venerea. 


::  .  REMARKS 

ON  THE  LIFE 

OF  Till  LATE 

PERCIYAL  POTT,  ESQ. 


In  the  month  of  December  1689,  this  eoun- 
try  lost,  as  far  as  a  medical  character  can  be 
called  a  loss,  one  of  its  greatest  and  most  dis- 
tinguished ornaments.    After  a  life  well  spent 
in  the  daily  exercise  of  a  laborious  profession, 
and  after  the  strongest  exertions  of  human 
ingenuity,  in  anranging,  and* with  fidelity  trans- 
mitting to  posterity,  the  truths  his  wonder- 
ful   sagacity  had   discovered,   and  the  facts 
he  had  treasured  up,  died  Thomas  Syden- 
ham.   A  man,  who  if  due  regard  is  given  to 
the  very  weak  glimmerings  of  true  science 
for  the  direction  of  his  first  efforts,  will  pro- 
bably be  ever  considered  as  one  of  the  greatest 
instances  of  genius,  united  to  an  ardent  de- 
sire of  serving  mankind,  that  ever  existed ; 
for  it  is  difficult  to  say,  which  predominated 
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in  his  medical  character,  his  benevolence  or 
his  skill.  The  principles  he  has  taught  are 
so  clearly  taken  from  nature  and  practice, 
that  even  after  the  lapse  of  a  century,  he 
is  deservedly  looked  up  to  as  a  classic  among 
the  moderns.  And  in  defiance  of  those 
systems  and  revolutions  in  medicine,  which 
have  since,  from  time  to  time,  occurred,  his 
observations  still  continue  to  be  read,  not 
only  with  pleasure,  but  much  profit;  and  in 
this  enlightened  age  are  regarded  as  standard. 
Much  has  been  said  against  his  theory  as 
well  as  some  parts  of  his  practice;  and  there 
are  certainly  points  in  both,  not  now  defen- 
sible ;  but  let  it  at  the  same  time  be  re- 
membered that  he  wrote  at  a  period,  by  no 
means  so  generally  informed  as  the  present, 
and  in  a  style  and  manner  too  plain  and 
homely  to  suit  the  fashion  of  these  days. 
And  yet  under  even  all  these  disadvantages, 
it  must  be  allowed,  that  his  was  the  rich 
mine,  whence  subsequent  labourers  have  drawn 
the  most  valuable  ore,  of  which  the  vein  is 
still  inexhausted. 

The  good  effects  ©f  antimony  ia  fever, 
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when  given  so  as  to  excite  vomiting,  although 
he  had  no  safer  preparation  than  an  infu- 
sion of  crocus  metallorum  to  work  with,  were 
nearly  as  well  known  to  him  as  is  now  the 
operation  of  the  pulvis  antimonialis  to  us ; 
and  may  have  furnished  the  late  doctor  James 
with  the  first  hint  for  using  his  powder.  In 
fever,  after  the  evacuating  effects  of  his  antimo- 
nial ;  in  cholera,  after  a  sufficient  dilution  and 
discharge  of  bile,  and  in  many  other  cases 
of  high  irritation,   Sydenham  was  a  perfect 
master  of  the  use  of  opium.    To  the  effects  of 
bark  he  was  no  stranger.    And  although  he 
knew  nothing  of  inoculation  in   the  small 
pox;  his  own  experience  taught  him  the  pro- 
priety of  cooling  medicines,  fresh  air  and  the 
antiphlogistic  regimen  :  to  obviate  the  irrita- 
tion in  the  suppurating  stage  of  this  disease, 
he  was  familiar  in  the  great  advantages  of  the 
anodyne. 

It  is  foreign  to  my  present  purpose  to  dwell 
long  on  the  talents  of  this  great  man.  I 
see  the  deplorable  state  physick  was  in  at 
the  beginning  of  his  career.  I  see  the  ve- 
neration so  justly  shewn  to  his  works,  through- 
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out  every  civilized  country  since;  and  it  re- 
quires no  great  penetration  to  foresee  the  in- 
fluence these  writings  must  bear,,  from  their 
intrinsic  merit,  to  the  latest  posterity. 

From  paying  the  due  tribute  of  praise  to 
the  father  of  English  physick,  who  rested 
fiom  his  useful  labours  at  the  close  of  one 
century,  it  was  my  misfortune  to  deplore  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  last,  the  loss,  we  have 
all  sustained  by  the  death  of  the  greatest 
improver  this  or  any  other  nation  ever  had, 
in  the  science  of  surgery.  I  scarcely  need 
add  the  name  of  Percival  Pott.  A  man  in  no 
respect  inferior  in  his  own  line  to  the  pre- 
ceding excellent  character,  alike  in  native 
and  acquired  powers,  alike  also  in  that  noble 
spirit  of  emulation  natural  to  great  minds,  which 
first  prompts  to  action,  and  then  leaves  the 
fruit  of  its  own  activity,  to  benefit  after  ages. 

In  the  character  of  Mr.  Pott,  who  had  such 
full  employment,  there  was  scarcely  a  single 
hour  of  his  life,  that  did  not  lead  to  some- 
thing generally,  and  more  than  commonly  use- 
ful, nor  a  page  in  all  his  numerous  writings 
that  has  not  the  same  tendency. 
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To  form  some  idea  of  his  uncommon  ex- 
ertions it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  when 
he  was  a  student,  the  mode  of  a  chirurgical 
education  was  extremely  defective.  Anatomy 
in  this  country  was  t/ien  only  dawning.  Ilaller, 
had  not  at  that  time,  enriched  science  with 
his  cliarming  physiology.  And,  if  we  except 
Wiseman  and  the  improvements  made  by 
Cheselden,  which  were  afterwards  extended 
by  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe,  there  was 
not  an  English  writer  on  surgery  fit  to  be 
read.    The  best  authors  were  all  French. 

When  Mr.  Pott's  education  commenced, 
and  for  years  afterwards,  were  to  be  had  of 
those  helps  very  few,  (and  I  have  heard  him 
lament  it  most  feelingly)  which  may  now  be 
obtained  at  every  hospital,  nay  almost  in  every 
corner  of  this  town.  Dr.  Smellie,  I  believe, 
was  the  only  lecturer  in  midwifery,  and  Dr. 
Nicholls  the  principal  in  anatomy.  No  lec- 
tures were  then  given  in  Loudon  on  the 
Materia  Medica,  Chymislry,  or  on  the  prac- 
tice of  physick ;  and  whoever  had  not  attended 
some  medical  university  was  forced  to  content 
himself  with  such  information  on  these  ijgads 
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as  he  could  acquire  by  the  assistance  of  read- 
ing and  private  practice. 

During  his   youth,    the   best  practice  in 
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surgery  was  to  be  seen  in  the  hospitals  of 
St.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Guy.  That  hospital,  in 
which  he  so  long  served  with  such  credit 
to  himself  and.  advantage. to  others,  was  then 
neither  so  large,  nor  so  well  attended  as  of 
late  years.  ,  Indeed  its  celebrity  as  a  school 

was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  his  ovyn 
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abilities. 

His  professional  education  was  merely  chi- 
rurgical,  with  rough  anatomy  for  its  basis.  By 
the  latter  term,  I  mean,  that  useful  part  of 
the  science,  which  is  only  to  be  acquired  by 
frequent  and  repeated  dissections ;  that  part 
which,  without  taking  in  the  minutias,  teaches 
by  imperceptible,  but  sure  steps,  a  confidence 
in  the  management  of  the  knife;  and  whilst 
it  arrests  and  engages  the  attention,  as  a 
matter  of  philosophical  curiosity  leads  to  the 
more  important  circumstances  of  operating 
well;  and  appearing  with  ability  in  the  theatre 
of  an  hospital. 

In  these  at  that  time  consisted  almost  the 


appendix.  355 

whole  of  a  London  surgeon's  education.  For 
the  art  had  not  as  yet  been  enlightened  by  a 
just  pathology,  and  a  general  knowledge  of 
medical  principles.  To  this  education,  imper- 
fect as  it  was,  he  owed  that  dexterity,  which 
was  sufficiently  manifest  through,  every  subse- 
quent epocha  of  his  life.  Whatever  defects  he 
may  have  discovered  early  in  his  education  hav- 
ing been  merely  surgical ;  he  soon  supplied 
them  by  the  force  of  his  own  genius.  He  paid 
assiduous  and  constant  attention,  not  only  to  the 
improvement  of  the  pathological  and  therapeu- 
tic parts  in  his  own  line,  but  to  that  assistance 
which  these  are  capable  of  deriving  from,  and, 
in  their  turn,  by  a  reciprocal  action,  giving 
back  to  the  practical  part  of  physic ;  and  the 
advances  he  made  in  such  respects  may  fairly  be 
considered  as  a  creation  of  his  own.  In  no 
writer  can  we  find  more  just,  or  more  faithful 
descriptions  of  chirurgical  cases,,  morbid  appear- 
ances or  symptoms,  nor  in  any  more  clear, 
more  apposite,  or  more  certain  remedies.  In 
what  work  of  surgery  is  there  to  be  found  a 
greater  profusion  of  facts,  capable  of  enriching 
the  general  stock  of  medicine  ? 

A  a  2 
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The  two  professions  of  physic  and  surgery  in 
London  were  generally  distinct;  to  this  distinc- 
tion he  conformed  with  most  scrupulous  at- 
tention in  practice.  But  as  he  was  far  from 
believing  that  surgery  could  stand  supported 
only  by  the  pillars  of  anatomy  and  manual  dex- 
terity, no  man  read  with  more  avidity  every 
new  book  of  the  medical  kind.  He  laboured 
incessantly  even  to  a  late  period  for  his  own 
improvement  in  the  knowledge  of  the  practical 
part  of  physic,  by  study  ;  and  this  he  did, 
from  a  conviction  such  knowledge  would  ena- 
ble him  not  only  to  direct  with  greater  propriety 
and  effect  in  his  own  line,  but  by  the  collision 
of  the  two,  new  lights  might  be  struck  out 
tending  to  the  advantage  of  both.  He  was 
highly  informed  in  every  branch  of  anatomy, 
physiology,  and  physic,  which  had  either  an  im- 
mediate or  remote  connection  with  surgery, 
and  was  so  thoroughly  master  of  the  proper 
application  and  effects  of  medicine,  that  he 
could  employ  it,  with  uncommon  readiness  and 
success  to  the  various  chirurgical  cases  that 
daily  came  before  him.  And  his  physic  was  as 
good  as  his  surgery,  neither  frivolous,  nor 
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tinctured  with  quackery,  but  such  as  our 
countryman  Sydenham  might  with  safety  have 
recommended  without  a  blush,  and  without 
any  impeachment  of  his  acknowledged  abi- 
lities. 

I  must  rank  Mr.  Pott  amongst  the  bene- 
factors to  physic,  and  the  truth  of  that  title 
may  be  proved  from  several  passages  in  his 
writings.  To  what  do  his  very  excellent  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  what  he 
calls  a  slough  of  the  common  membrane,  as 
stated  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Fistula  in  Ano, 
tend  ?  To  what  his  observations  on  the  morti- 
fication of  the  toes  and  feet  ?  To  what,  not  to 
mention  many  others,  the  caustic  in  the  palsy 
of  the  lower  extremities  from  a  diseased  spine  ? 
but  to  enlarge  our  stock  of  medical  as  well  as 
surgical  knowledge.  To  the  practical  abilities 
of  the  surgeon  in  him  were  united  to  a  certain, 
and  that  by  no  means  an  inconsiderable  degree, 
the  no  less  valuable  acquirements  of  the  physi- 
cian, and  it  was  purely  owing  to  his  great  mul- 
tiplicity of  engagements  in  surgery  almost  from 
his  first  entrance  into  it,  and  his  so  strictly 
keeping,  from  a  principle  of  honour,  to  that 
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branch  only,  that  this  part  of  his  character  was 
not  much  more  apparent. 

His  demeanour  towards  his  patients  was 
polite,  open  and  manly ;  actively  humane, 
but  without  servility.  He  was  an  enemy  to  all 
cant  and  hypocrisy,  and  although  he  felt  as 
much  as  any  man,  he  could  never  condescend 
to  whine  over  a  patient ;  as  these  were  arts  he 
never  practised  himself  and  disliked  in  others, 
so  when  they  had  been  played  ofF  before  him, 
he  would  sometimes  comment  on  them  with  all 
the  ridicule  of  contempt. 

It  must  not  hence  be  inferred  that  he 
v.  anted  an  high  degree  of  feeling,  for  it  is  a. 
known  fact  this  was  so  great,  when  he  first  cut 
for  the  stone,  that  a  jaundice  was  .the  conse- 
quence ;  and  many  were  the  uneasy  nights  he 
passed  prior  to  the  performance  of  every  ope- 
ration of  difficulty  or  danger.  "  If  ever  (he 
'•'  said)  you  attain  a  certain  degree  of  rank  in 
"  your  profession,  what  you  will  undergo  in 
"  the  rugged  path  of  your  duty  will  cause  you 
"  much  heart-felt  uneasiness."  And  the  anxi- 
ety he  felt  whenever  these  trying  occasions 
presented  themselves  is  best  known  to  those, 
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who  shared  Lis  confidence  and  were  honoured 
with  his  friendship.' 

Too  good  a  surgeon  to  be  a  rash  operator, 
he  was  very  careful  and  nice  in  distinguishing 
the  circumstances  requiring  the  aid  of  the 
lancet ;  but  when  an  operation  became  abso- 

,  .  Lamp    i«»'in"fl*   5t^J  'O-fJ^r^Lt 

lately  necessary,  he  was  as  attentive  to  the  due 
execution  of  it.    He  was  as  dexterous  with  the 
left  hand  as  the  right,  and  could  couch  ex- 
tremely well  with  both.     His  discernment, 
upon  the  appearance  of  unsuspected  circumstan- 
ces, was  keen  and  quick  ;   his  hand  was  per- 
fectly steadv,  and  equally  good  as  his  eye,  with 
a  judgment  sound,  and  unruffled  amidst  the 
greatest  dangers.    Indeed  he  excelled  in  this 
part  of  surgery  as  in  every  other ;  and  could 
go  immediately  with  the  same  facility  from 
the  more  coarse  and  laborious  to  the  most 
minute  and  delicate  operations  ;  and  he  per- 
formed them  with  an  adroitness  and  dispatch, 
which  though  uncommon,  seemed  perfectly 
natural  to  him  :  but  his  opinion  was,  that  the 
hand  should  never  outstrip  the  sight  and  judg- 
ment ;   and  that  every  operation    was  SQon 
enough  done  that  was  well  done.   I  remem- 
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ber  his  cutting  for  the  stone  publicly  with 
singular  dexterity  and  success  before  the  late 
Le  Cat  of  Rouen  ;  who  was  himself  one  of 
the  first  Lythotomists  in  Europe,  With  his 
stop  watch  he  noted  the  beginning  and  ter- 
mination of  the  business,  and  expressed  much 
pleasure  at  the  manner  and  expedition  with 
which  it  was  performed.  But  Mr.  Pott, 
when  he  afterwards  knew  the  circumstance, 
could  not  help  animadverting  on  his  folly  of 
using  a  stop  watch  on  such  an  occasion. 

J3is  opinion  was  that  a  surgeon  should  not 
only  be  manually  dexterous  at  an  operation, 
but  know  the  most  probable  means  of  pre^ 
venting  it;  that  he  should  endeavour,  if  pos- 
sible, to  render  them  not  only  less  painful 
and  hazardous,  but  less  frequent ;  and  on 
the  knowledge  of  the  proper  means  of  ob- 
viating them,  he  has  said,  much  of  the  sur^ 
geon's  reputation  and  success  in  life  would 

depend.  In  surgery  as  well  as  physic,  the 

practical  parts ,  of  both  lines  stand  alone ;  ob- 
jects in  their  own  nature  and  magnitude  of 
sufficient  consequence  to  engage  the  most 
capacious  and  active  mind,    He  had  culti- 
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rated  anatomy  and  physiology  with  sufficient 
ardor,  but  he  paid  very  little  attention  either 
to  botany  or  chymistry.  These  were  left  for 
more  substantial  practice ;  and  the  admirers 
of  the  preliminary  sciences  to  medicine  (and 
I  must  consider  surgery  as  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  it)  will,  I  hope,  excuse  me  in  say- 
ing, that  the  branches  are  now  too  big  for 
the  body  of  the  tree,  which  tree  is  suffer- 
ing in  its  vital  parts.  We  have  a  botanical 
arrangement  exceeding,  with  respect  to  the 
descriptive  parts,  all  moderate  bounds,  with- 
out an  adequate  or  corresponding  knowledge 
of  the  medical  properties  of  the  subjects 
classed.  A  chymistry,  which  however  generally 
useful,  curious  as  an  art,  and  greatly  improved, 
has  thrown  very  little  new  light  on  the  cure  of 
diseases;  and  is  at  length  become  so  very  exten- 
sive, that  to  comprehend  it  thoroughly  would 
be  the  business  of  a  life.  An  anatomy,  which 
seems  tending  to  speculation  and  unimportant 
disquisition,  perplexing  the  mind  and  divert- 
ing the  attention  from  the  most  obvious  and 
highly  useful  parts  of  the  science  ;  and  it  may 
be  remembered  that  these  parts  were  the  ful- 
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era  which  once  gave  steadiness  and  success 
to  the  hands  of  a  Cheselden,  a  Sharpc,  arid  a 
Pott.  A  physiology,  which  delights  more  ill 
the  minute  parts  of  the  creation,  than  like  the 
great  Haller,  in  delineating  the  economy  of  man 
— a  surgery,  which  without  the  utmost  care,  will 
soon  degenerate  to  a  state  ■  in  which  anatomical 
dexterity  alone,  thotigh  only  one  of  the  requisites 
in-  forming  the  character,  will  take  the  lead, 
throwing  down  all  those  useful  fences,  which 
the  wisdom  of  those,  who  from  a  more  at- 
tentive consideration  of  the  efforts  of  nature 
and  resources  of  art  in  chirurgical  diseases' 
had  raised  against  a  too  free  and  licentious 
use  of  the  knife.  And  in  place  of  that  ge- 
neral knowledge  which  practice,  and  practice 
only  can  give,  and  which  can  alone  teach  us 
how  to  obviate  the  severities,  and  moderate  the 
terrors  of  this  unpleasant  and  painful  branch 
of  surgery,  some  of  our  young  men  are,  I 
fear,  verging  to  a  single  point,  and  becoming 
mere  operators.  Thus  the  most  useful  part 
of  the  science  may  probably  suffer  by  the 
change. — I  say  most  useful,  for  the  practical 
man  knows,  that  the  opportunities- of  perform-- 
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ing  an  operation  are  comparatively  very  few, 
when  opposed  to  those  numerous  cases  in 
which  the  safety  of  individuals  will  depend 
much  more  on  the  Surgeon's  having  a  criti- 
cal knowledge  of  the  natural  rise,  progress,  and 
termination  of  such  diseases  as  may  come 
under  his  inspection;  and  on  the  practicability 
of  curing  them  by  medicine  or  the  adoption 
of  surgical  ideas  on  medical  principles,  than 
on  his  powers  of  operating.  If  it  be  allow- 
able to  say  that  English  surgery  has  a  de- 
cided advantage  over  the  same  profession  as 
practised  in  France  and  some  other  countries, 
it  is  not  because  we  are  better  anatomists 
than  the  surgeons  of  those  countries ;  it  is 
not  because  we  are  better  operators;  but  be- 
cause our  knowledge  of  diseases  and  reme- 
dies is  more  correct  and  extensive.  We  view 
the  science  through  the  medium  of  physic  ; 
they,  through  the  medium  of  anatomy  only. 
Far  be  it  however  from  me  to  say,  that  the 
operative  does  not  make  a  very  important 
part,  or  that  a  general  knowledge  of  anatomy 
is  not  absolutely  necessary,  both  to  enable 
the  artist  to  operate  well,  and  make  him  ac- 
6 


I 


3&4  Appendix. 
quainted  with  many  diseases  and  accidents 
that  may  come  under  his  inspection.  But 
this  knowledge,  like  the  science  to  which  it 
is  more  particularly  applicable,  should  be  sound 
and  practical,  acquired  principally  in  the  dis- 
secting room,  neither  trifling,  speculative,  nor 
too  minute. 

Mr.  Pott's  '  powers  as  an  operator,  though 
confessedly  great,  were  subordinate  parts  in 
his   own   estimation,   for  he  always  looked 
forwards    in    surgery    to    something  more 
than  anatomy  or  the  eclat  of  operating.  He 
knew  perfectly  well  the  limits  and  scope  of 
the  science,   and   could  on    every  occasion 
separate  the  chaff  from  the  grain.    His  pur- 
suits were  by  no   means  leading  either  to 
the  minutiae,  or  nugae  naturre,  but  immedia- 
tely, or  remotely,  to  the  preservation  of  health 
and  life,  in  a  great  public  hospital,  in  a  very 
large  share  of  private  business,  and   in  the 
no  less  arduous  and   difficult   situations  of 
lecturer,  consultant,  and  author — an  author, 
who  wrote  from  what  he  had  seen — not  from 
the  sportive  lucubrations  of  twenty  years  of 
study,  but  from  the  well  acquired  labours  of 
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more  than  half  a  century,  employed  princi- 
pally in  the  contemplation  of  practical  surgery. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  will  appear 
that  life  is  too  short  to  follow  up  and  em- 
brace, what  may  be  called  useful  studies;  and 
that  it  is  not  consistent  with  our  nature  to 
grasp  at  universal  knowledge ;  that  too  much 
time  should  not  be  spent,  nor  stress  laid,  on 
the  preliminary  parts  of  medicine  or  surgery ; 
that  the  less  useful  should  give  way  to  what  is 
absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary,  not  only 
in  a  professional,  but  in  a  moral  and  religious 
light.  And  that  the  practical  bed-side  know- 
ledge, in  every  branch  of  physic,  is  not  only 
that  by  which  we  must  live,  but  that  by  which 
we  can  most  effectually  serve  mankind  ;  com- 
pared with  which,  lesser  acquirements,  though 
they  may  have  their  proper  weight  in  the  gene- 
ral scale,  should  not  be  suffered  to  preponderate,. 

Mr.  Pott,  like  Sydenham,  was  an  enemy 
to  all  theory  and  hypothesis,  guiding  his 
footsteps  with  the  same  caution,  namely,  by 
the  genuine  appearance  of  diseases  and  the 
-effects  of  remedies;  and  although  sufficiently 
skilled  in  anatomy  and  physiology,  he  never, 
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from  an  over  refinement,  gave  them  place 
where  the  sacred  authority  of  experience  only 
should  be  allowed  to  preside.  The  same 
sound  judgment,  blended  with  uncommon 
sagacity,  which  is  every  where  conspicuous 
in  the  works  of  the  one,  may  as  clearly  be 
traced  in  the  writings  and  practice  of  the 
other  ;  and  they  seem  to  have  gained  in- 
formation, though  in  different  lines,  by  fol- 
lowing nearly  the  same  practical  road.  With 
equal  justice  and  propriety  as  Sydenham  blamed 
the  mode  of  some  practitioners  in  his  time, 
might  Mr.  Pott  have  objected  to  some  of 
the  prevailing  surgical  notions  of  the  day. 
In  him  may  be  observed  the  same  inflexible; 
adherence  to  practical  truths,  whether  these 
truths  respect  the  natural  appearances  of  dis- 
eases, accidents,  or  the  application  of  the  neces- 
sary means  of  cure.  And  he  was  fully  aware  of 
the  great  necessity  of  supporting  practice,  by  a 
sufficient  number  of  well  authenticated  facts, 
drawn  from  cases  actually  seen  and  attended. 

A  mind  so  closely  occupied  as  his  was, 
with  the  great  object  of  practice,  had  but 
little  labour  in  writing  what  had  been  pre- 
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viously  well  digested.  He  was  so  perfectly 
master  of  his  ideas  and  of  language,  that 
whatever  was  once  committed  to  paper  sel- 
dom required  an  alteration  :  and  with  regard 
to  some  of  his  productions  latterly,  I  can 
say  they  were  so  correct,  that  a  single  read- 
ing was  all  they  wanted  before  they  went  to 
the  press.  He  composed  with  as  much  ease 
as  he  wrote  a  common  letter;  and  this  will, 
in  some  measure,  account  for  a  circumstance 
that  has  surprised  many  medical  persons, 
namely,  how  a  man  so  deeply  engaged  in 
business  could  have  written  so  much,  so 
well.  In  the  first  place  he  wrote  every  trea- 
tise separately,  at  different  periods,  of  a  long 
life.  In  the  next,  contemplation  in  him  led 
immediately  to  action.  What  he  had  once 
clearly,  perceived  was,  in  a  public  hospital, 
soon,  brought  'to  the  test  of  experiment,  and 
when,  it  ha^  passed  the  trial,  was  speedily 
promulgated:  , for  he  had  no  professional 
pecretg.  When,  from  the  superiority  of  his 
knowledge  he  had  made  up  his  mind  on 
any  subject,  as  to  its.  general  utility,  he  was 
uneasy  till  he  had  made  other .  men  as  w -ise 
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as  himself;  and  the  great  work  of  his  life 
was  an  endeavour,  both  by  example-  and  pre- 
cept, to  communicate  all  he  knew. 

As  a  consultant  surgeon,  he  was  ah  illus- 
trious example  to  all  other  men,  in  that  res- 
pectable line ;  and  here,  the  fairness  of  his 
conduct,  and  his  superior  powers,  were  emi- 
nently conspicuous.    He  had  a  just  sense  of 
the  dignity  and  importance  annexed  to  the 
character,  arid  although  he  was  sometimes  ill 
treated  for  a  very  honest  opinion,  given  for 
a  mere  trifle,  where  his  reputation  too  fre- 
quently  depended  on  the  caprice  or  sagacity 
of  others,  he  never  complained.    How  much 
soever  he  may  have  suffered,   from  the  dif- 
ficulty and  danger  of  the  situation  of  being 
allowed  frequently  to  give  a  single  decision  ' 
only,   on  cases  of  the  greatest  delicacy  and 
importance — he  patiently  submitted  to  a  rou- 
tine he  could   not  alter.    But  whatever  his 
sufferings  may  have"  been  in  this  respect,  the 
discerning  part  of  mankind  and  the  profes- 
sion did  him  ample  justice :  for,  I  believe, 
there  never  was  a  surgeon  in  this  or  any 
other  country,  whose  opinion  was  so  frequent- 
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ly  solicited,  or  more  generally  followed  .—By 
a  steady  habitual  attention  to  the  important, 
general,  but  without  neglecting,    or  disre- 
garding the  most  minute  circumstances  of 
practice;  and  by  the  largest  and  most  com- 
prehensive views,  his  judgment  was  so  fully 
matured,  that  for  many  years  preceding  his 
death,  it  directed  him,  almost  intuitively,  to 
the  object  of  his  pursuit ;  and  enabled  him 
to  unravel  instantly  the   most   difficult  and 
complicated  case-^a  pitch  of  mental  perfec- 
tion to  which  heavier    mortals  may  aspire 
in  vain.    In  the  daily  exercise  of  this  judg- 
ment he  was  clear  and  collected;  and  often 
decided  without  the  smallest  appearance  of 
hesitation  or  doubt.     His  enemies  (and  no 
man  is  without  enemies)  have  said  he  was 
sometimes  too  hasty.    Non  possumus  omnia. 
In   the  multiplicity  of  business  with  which 
his  mind  was  daily  and  hourly  occupied,  as 
a  surgeon  of  an  hospital  of  no  inconsider- 
able si2e,  as  a  teacher,  consultant,  and  wri- 
ter, it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  he  had 
not  always  patience  to  hear  a  tedious  unim- 
portant detail,  when  from  his  superior  know- 
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ledge  he  had  previously  formed  his  opinion 
from  the  sight  and  touch.  And  however  novel 
the  idea  may  appear  to  persons  not  conversant 
in  surgery,  this  was  his,  and  it  is  probably 
the  best  mode  of  judging  without  bias,  and 
must  very  often  have  superseded  the  history, 
rendering  it  unnecessary.  Correct  himself  from 
inspection  as  to  the  great  outline,  he  could 
look  back  to  what  had  past,  and  foresee  fu- 
ture consequences :  and  this  will  more  par- 
ticularly apply  to  that  part  of  his  business 
which  depended  on  consultations.  Quick  and 
ready  in  discriminating,  he  certainly  was,  to 
an  astonishing  degree.  But  this  happy  faculty, 
how  much  soever  it  may  have  been  mistaken 
in  him,  was  only  the  natural  consequence  of 
a  mind  fraught  with  general  information,  and 
the  ultimate  effect  of  consummate  abilities,  ever 
usefully  applied.  A  faculty  that  should  rather 
excite  our  praise  than  our  censure ! .  For  it 
is  the  distinguishing  mark  of  a  character 
above  the  common  level ;  the  greatest  men  in 
every  age  have  possessed  it,  and  it  was,  I  have 
no  doubt,  as  conspicuous  in  Sydenham  or 
Ratcliffe  as  in  Mr.  Pott — A  man  endued  by 
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nature  with  extraordinary  powers,  long  accus- 
tomed to  business,  daily  viewing  the  same 
appearances,  and  contemplating  for  many  years 
together  similar  occurrences,  will  readily  un- 
derstand, apparently  without  labour,  what  he 
has  been  so  long  in  the  habit  of  investiga- 
ting; and  he  will  not  only  perceive  quickly,  but 
will  discriminate  with  accuracy,  and  judge 
with  a  firmness  and  precision,  of  which  an 
ordinary  man  can  have  no  idea.  This  shew- 
ed'the  vast  extent  of  his  chiiurgical  know- 
ledge, how  fully  he  had  settled  in  his  mind 
the  leading  points  of  practice,  and  how  care- 
fully and  well  he  had  traced  every  part  of 
the  great  scientific  circle. 

He  was  as  clear,  decisive,  and  as  thoroughly 
informed  on  the  subject  of  Lues  Venerea 
and  Gonorrhoea,  and  the  various  methods  ot 
treating  them,  as  on  every  other  part  of  sur- 
gery— Appeals  in  the  last  resort  on  these  sub- 
jects were  constantly  made  to  him  from  every 
quarter,  and  even  from  foreign  countries. 

I  lament  exceedingly  that  his  other  avo- 
cations did  not  allow  sufficient  leisure  to  pub- 
lish any  thoughts  on  Lues  Venerea,  diseases 
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of  the  bladder,  and  what  he  called  inquirends 
7&»0&\f&^$)fc$y$&9ib  bms  niuq  riiiw 

Upon  the  first  subject,  I  believe,  hfe^8«W|r 
intended  to  write;  with  regard  to  the  second, 
long  before  his  death  he  told  me  he  had  des- 
troyed as  many  papers  as  filled  a  large  box; 
and  as  to  the  third,  which  he  mentioned  more 
than  twenty  years  ago,  I  could  never  learn 
why  he  relinquished  what  from  his  conver- 
sation at  the  time  he  certainly  meditated — 
but  which  I  believe  unfortunately  died  with 
him. 

In  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta 
Mr.  Pott  very  frequently  employed  injections 
of  various  kinds ;  he  was  fully  aware  of  the 
propriety  of  an  antiphlogistic  ^plan  in  this  dis- 
ease, he  generally  gave  an  internal  mercurial, 
as  an  alterative  in  small  .doses,  but  whenever 
the  prostate  was  affected  he  used  mercury  with 
greater  freedom. 

As  one,  among  many  instances  of  this  gen- 
tleman's extraordinary  discernment  and  saga- 
city in  Lues  Venerea,  I  must  mention  the 
case  of  a  military  officer,  which  many  years 
ago  I  had  noted  amongst  other  memoranda. 
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This  patient  was  emaciated  to  the  last  de- 
gree with  pain  and  disease;  his  complaint  ap- 
peared at  ifirst  sight  to  be  an  enlargement  of 
one  of  the  thigh  bones,  which  was  spread 
out  to  a  very  considerable  size.  By  the  opi- 
nion of  several  eminent  physicians  and  sur- 
geons, amputation  of  the  limb  had  been  strong- 
ly recommended,  as  the  most  probable  means 
of  saving  life.  Upon  the  presumption  that 
the  complaint  was  rheumatic,  he  had  been 
sent  to  Bath ;  to  the  sea,  &c.  but  returned 
to  town  without  finding  any  relief,  his  com- 
plaint having  increased  considerably.  Mr. 
Pott  said  on  his  first  visit  that  he  did  not 
like  to  pronounce  positively  on  a  disease 
from  one  symptom  only,  but  he  was  much 
inclined  to  believe  it  was  venereal,  and  asked 
the  patient  about  other  symptoms  or  appear- 
ances.— f<  Yes,"  said  he,  "  my  head  is  sore." 
Upon  examination,  the  cranium .  was  found 
carious  in  two  or  three  different  places.  Mr. 
Pott  then  declared  that  the  disease  was  ve- 
nereal. The  patient  inquired,  whether  he 
could  serve  him?  He  answered,  he  was  very 
much  afraid  he  could  not — but  advised  him  to 
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send  for  his  friends,  in  order  that  the  circum- 
stances might  be  fairly  stated,  that  no  blame 
might  attach  on  the  attempt  to  cure  if  it  did 
not  succeed.  The  statement  was  made,  and 
the  trial  of  mercury  determined  upon. 

He  began  with  Ung.  Hydrar.  fort.  3SS  omni 
nocte,  decoct,  sarsaparill,  to  which  was  added 
a  handful  of  hartshorn  shavings,  indies — he 
took  also  a  slight  preparation  of  bark,  and  calo- 
melas,  gr.  ij.  every  night.  After  having  pur- 
sued this  method  for  a  fortnight,  Mr.  Pott 
found  the  pain  diminished—the  strength  in- 
creased— pulse  stronger,  and  the  tumour  les- 
sened-— and  then  could  with  confidence  pro- 
mise success. 

He  went  on  without  any  remarkable  occur- 
rence till  his  mouth  became  thoroughly  sore, 
(an  effect  of  mercury  which  Mr.  Pott  constantly 
endeavoured  to  produce)  and  in  two  months  was 
perfectly  well.  The  great  weakness,  and  the 
very  reduced  state  of  this  patient,  induced  him 
to  begin  in  a  much  more  cautious  manner  than 
usual.  Generally  his  method  was  to  begin 
with  a  larger  quantity  of  mercury,  to  which  he 
commonly   joined  the  internal  mercurial  as 
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above,  and  he  went  on  without  intermission 
till  a  fair  salivation  arose,  or,  as  in  the  Idiosyn- 
cracy  not  disposed  to  salivate,  till  the  disease 
was  cured  without  it.  His  ideas  were  taken 
from  the  most  enlarged  views  of  practice,  that 
practice  I  know  was  generally  successful,  he 
surmounted  by  abroad  line  of  conduct  the  de- 
fects of  every  less  powerful,  subordinate 
method  ;  and  the  first  and  most  valuable  piece 
of  advice  he  ever  gave  me  when  a  young  man, 
in  the  treatment  of  all  obstinate  venereal  af- 
fections, was  to  make  the  mouth,  if  I  could, 
thoroughly  sore.  He  always  wished  to  see  the 
cheeks  swollen  and  puffy  ;  and  from  the  num- 
ber of  relapses  that  came  to  him  from  other 
practitioners,  even  of  great  name,  which  he 
cured,  I  am  convinced  he  could  not  have  been 
so  very  successful  as  he  undoubtedly  was  in 
any  other  way. 

As  Mr.  Pott  generally  began  with  a  consi- 
derable dose,  namely,  Ung.  Hydrar.  fort.  gj. — 
Calomelas,  gr.  ij.  indies — he  was  sometimes, 
when  by  no  means  intending  such  an  effect, 
surprised  by  an  early  and  premature  salivation  ; 
in  which  case,  if  it  was  not  very  violent,  he 
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seldom  desisted  from  mercury,  but  went  on, 
depending  on  the.  height  of  the  affection,  and 
the  effect  of  such  quantity  of  the  medicine  as 
he  could,  without  stopping,  introduce  after- 
wards fotf  a  cure.     And  whoever  considers 
that  formerly  when  sudden  unqualified  saliva- 
tion was  the  mode  of  treatment,  as  may  be 
seen   in   Sydenham,  Boerhaave,    and  other 
writers,  the  dependence  was  placed,  not  on  a 
large  quantity  of  mercury,  nor  on  its  gradual 
accumulation  ;  but  principally  on  the  affection 
of  the  m°uth  from  a  small  quantity  :  and  this 
was  probably  the  reason  that  the  former  of 
these  writers  laid  dqwn   the  rule — ee  Quod 
*Uues  venerea  ,  sola  salivatione  curatur."  The 
truth  perhaps  is, although  a  quick andrapid  effect 
from  mercury  .in  habits  I  have  called  scorbutic, 
dpes  almost  constantly  fail  to  cure,  yet  effects 
nearly  similar,  in  other  habits  not  so  much, 
debilitated  and  broken  down,  have  certainly, 
and  that  frequently  cured  the  disease :  and  if 
that  had  not  been  the  case,  the  old  method  of 
salivating  could  never  have  succeeded  so  often 
as  it  did.    The  event  with  respect  to  Mr.  Potts 
practice  was  precisely  this  :  whenever  the  pa- 
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tient  was  of  that  happy  kind  of  habit  not  to 
salivate  too  readily,  yet  with  a  natural  propen- 
sity to  have  his  mouth  affected,  (and  that  dis- 
position in  the  mass  of  mankind  is  perhaps 
most  frequently  met  with)  there  his  method 
answered  wonderfully  well ;  and  some  of  the 
worst  symptoms  of  the  disease,  I  here  re- 
pent, have  been  cured  perfectly  both  by 
him  and  myself  within  so  short  a  period  as 
three  weeks,  or  little  more.  When  I  speak  of 
this  method,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  it  was  pecu- 
liar to  Mr.  Pott  alone.  Some  years  back  it 
was,  with  little  variation,  almost  universally 
followed  by  surgeons  who  were  most  conver- 
sant in  venereal  business,  not  only  in  public, 
but  in  private  practice ;  and  why  it  has  fallen 
so  much  into  discredit  of  late  years  I  know 
not.  It  certainly  possesses  many  advantages 
well  deserving  the  reconsideration  of  the  faculty 
at  large. 

A  Gentleman  had  a  considerable  ulceration, 
and  so  great  an  enlargement  of  the  tongue, 
that  it  had  increased  to  double  its  natural 
size.  The  ulceration  had  continued  for 
peven  years,  sometimes  better,  and  sometimes 
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worse.    Some  years  before  he  applied  to  Mr. 
Pott,  he  bad  been  under  a  mercurial  course, 
after  the  Montpelier  method.    He  rubbed  in, 
but  his  mouth  was  not  suffered  to  become  sore  ; 
for  when  affected  only  in  a  slight  degree,  he 
was  ordered  to  desist,  and  go  into  a  warm  bath, 
and  his  bowels  were  kept  open,  &c.  This 
course  nearly  healed  the  sore,  but  not  quite ; 
the  enlargement  of  the  tongue  also  subsided  ; 
but  the  truce  did  not  last  long,  and  in  little 
more  than  a  year  the  disease  spread  again  to  a 
greater  degree  than  ever.    He  now,  by  Mr. 
Pott's  direction,  used  mercurial  frictions,  and 
also  the  internal  mercurial  in  his  usual  manner.. 
The  specific  produced  ulceration,  copious  flux 
of  saliva,  &c.    On  the  20th  day,  the  venereal 
ulceration  was  fairly  healed,  and  the  enlarge- 
ment gone.    He  underwent  the  course  in  sum- 
mer, and  on  the  24th  returned  into  the  coun- 
try perfectly  well,  his  mouth  being  then  very 
tender,  and  overflowing  with  the  salivary  se- 
cretion.   There  was  no  after  treatment  what- 
ever.   I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  this  gen- 
tleman perfectly  well,  as  to  the  former  com- 
plaint, three  years  after  this  course,  but  re- 
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cently  affected  with  chancre,  which  yielded 
without  difficulty  to  common  treatment. 

Since  that  time  I  cured  another  person  in 
the  same  way,  and  in  as  short  a  space  of 
time,  of  a  large  spreading  ulceration  run- 
ning from  the  left  cheek  to  the  nearest  angle 
of  the  mouth,  which  was  the  only  symptom, 
and  which  Mr.  Pott  agreed  with  me  was 
venereal,  although  it  had  been  said  to  be 
cancerous ;  also  a  venereal  sarcocele  com- 
bined with  venereal  eruptions,  a  gummatous 
thickening  of  the  triceps  muscle,  with  sar- 
cocele, &c.  &c. 

According  to  the  best  observations  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  when  the  patient  has 
been  of  a  habit  with  little  or  no  tendency  to 
salivate,  there  the  quick  and  free  introduc- 
tion of  the  medicine  within  the  time  above 
specified,  has  even,  in  the  worst  cases,  ap- 
peared more  likely  to  succeed  in  curing  than 
a  more  gradual  and  cautious  mode  of  pro- 
cedure for  six  weeks  or  two  months.  When, 
however,  after  the  employment  of  full  doses 
of  mercury  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks, 
no  considerable  affection  of  the  mouth  fol- 
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lows,  nor  appearance  of   cure  takes  place, 
there  we  must  pursue  on«  of  two  methods 
— we  must  either  continue  the  treatment  for 
five,,  six,  seven,  or  eight  weeks,  even  under 
confinement,  suffering  such  treatment  to  as- 
sume the  alterative  form  or  type,  or  push 
the  effects  of  the  specific  to  the  utmost  be- 
tween the  end  of  the  second  and  termination 
of  the  third  week,   so  as  to  produce  some 
of   the  decisive  effects   of   mercury  within 
the  space  of   five  and  twenty  days   or  a 
month;  and  when  the  external  use  of  mer- 
cury becomes  inert,  the  object  may  be  at- 
tained by  giving  full  doses  of  mercury  inter- 
nally.— I  have  been  informed  by  a  surgeon 
of  reputation,  who  formerly  practised  in  In-v 
dia,  where  it  is  impossible  to  confine  a  per- 
son, or  avoid  opening  the  windows  and  doors, 
that  the  cure  of  venereal  symptoms  seldom 
took  place  till  the  seventh  or  eighth  week, 
and  then  they  went  at  once,  with  very  little 
affection  of  the  mouth,  the  effects  of  mer7 
cury  going  off  principally  by  increased  per- 
*piration  and  a  kindly  diarrhoea.    I  must  how- 
ever remark,   that  the  ..mercurial  employed 
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was  constantly  calomelas.  And  when  any 
difference  from  the  above  progress  followed, 
it  was  always  occasioned  by  irregularity,  which 
in  all  countries  will  produce  anomalous  symp- 
toms: and  the  same  kind  of  tendency  in  cer- 
tain constitutions  to  assume  what  may  be  called 
the  alterative  type,  holds  good  in  this  country, 
even  under  confinement.  But  when  a  quicker 
and  less  tedious  effect  can  be  produced,  with- 
in three  or  four  weeks,  I  should,  in  many 
cases,  prefer  it,  and  that  for  the  following 
reasons :  when  a  person  has  used  an  altera- 
tive plan  of  cure,  (for  such  it  too  frequently 
is,)  although  followed  under  confinement  for 
seven,  eight,  or  more  weeks,  the  effects  on 
the  mouth  and  system  do  sometimes  be 
come  stationary,  though  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury daily  used  may  be  large.  In  which  case 
there  are  circumstances  in  the  constitution 
operating  against  the  proper  action  of  the 
specific,  which  greatly  lessen,  and  may  indeed 
destroy  for  the  time  its  antivenereal  power. 
These  are  the  production  of  a  slow  and  gra- 
dual weakness,  and  the  generation  of  .  what 
may  be  called  a  scorbutic  diathesis,  by  the 
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constant  confinement  of  the  patient,  whiltt 
In's  system  is  daily  irritated  by  the  medicine. 
When  a  person  under  cure  is  in  this  state,  and 
the  symptom  does  not  give  way,  there  seems 
to  be  only  one  of  two  courses  to  take,  •  either  to 
push  the  medicine  to  the  utmost  under  his 
present  weak  state,  or  desist  entirely  for  a  time 
from  mercury,  mend  the  habit,  and  when  the 
health  is  sufficiently  restored,  attempt  to  pro- 
xluce  again  the  antivencreal  effects  of  the  me- 
dicine within  the  month  ;  and  then  the  cure 
will  probably  follow — the  disease  too  much 
habituated  to  the  old,  giving  way  to  a  new, 
very  different,  and  more  violent  action. 

The  weakness  I  must  repeat  inseparable  from 
an  alterative  kind  of  course  under  confinement, 
is  much  more  permanent  than  that  occasioned 
by  a  quicker  introduction  and  operation  of  the 
medicine  within  three  weeks  or  a  month.  In 
the  latter  the  surgeon  may  speedily  obtain  all 
that  mercury  is  capable  of  doing  in  lues  vene- 
rea, with  a  strong  tendency  afterwards  to  a 
rapid  convalescence.  But  in  the  former  the 
circumstances  tending  to  a  cure  and  convale- 
scence' are   very  different;   and  it  must  be 
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noted,  that,  sometimes  the  cure  does  not  take 
place,  unless  the  medicine  produces  its  decisive 
effects  at  the  end  of  the  course;  even  although 
that  course  may  have  continued  two  months, 
or  longer.  And  1  remain  of  my  former 
opinion,  that  whenever  the  constitution  favours 
the  quick,  introduction  of  mercury,  so  as .  to 
effect  a  cure  within  a  month,  that  plan  may 
often  be  adopted.  It  may  for  the  cure  of  an 
obstinate  symptom  be  sometimes  more  painful 
to  bear,  but  it  occasions  much  less  injury  to  the 
constitution ;  and  is,  I  believe,  in  ozaena — in 
spreading  ulcerations,  and  in  some  other  cases, 
which  were  formerly  pointed  out,  much  more 
efficacious  than  any  other.  We  frequently 
want  in  mercury  a  strong  and  violent  action  to 
alter  the  course,'  and  check,  the  progress  of  a 
diseased  appearance;  and  although  this  medi- 
cine, when  used  as  an  alterative,  may  to  a 
certain  degree  do  this,  as  in  the  patient 
with  the  ulcerated  tongue,  yet  the  recur- 
rence of  the  symptoms  and  cure  of  the  dis- 
ease generally  require  more  powerful  ef- 
fects. Many  years  back  I  was  sent  for  in 
haste  to  a  gentleman  under  Mr.  Pott's  care, 
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who  was  said  by  the  servant  to  be  dying', 
He  was  under  a  mercurial  course  for  ve* 
nereal  ulcerations  of  the  tonsils — friction* 
had  been  used  largely  and  repeatedly,  to 
which  had  been  joined  internal  mercurials— 
calomelas  and  crude  mercury,  mercur.  alka- 
liz.  &c.  and  after  this  very  forcible  action 
of  the  medicine  for  near  a  month,  the  ul- 
cerations shewed  no  disposition  to  heal,  but 
were  stationary ;  the  patient  was  much  re- 
duced both  as  to  his  strength  and  flesh, 
and  he  was  become  extremely  irritable  ;  but 
with  very  little  affection  of  the  mouth. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  was  directed 
to  use  a  cinnabar  fumigation  to  the  throat, 
In  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  he 
employed  this  topic,  he  was  taken  ex- 
tremely ill,  with  sickness  and  tendency  to 
vomiting,  great  depression  of  spirits,  and 
what  Nicholas  Massa  has  called  lassitudi- 
nes  semisyncopales.  He  was  put  imme- 
diately into  a  warm  bed,  and  took  philo- 
neum.  On  the  next  day  I  found  his  mouth 
more  sore — his  tongue  superficially  sloughy 
at   the  sides — But  the  venereal  ulcerations 
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Were  healing ;  and  in  two  or  three  days  he 
was  cured  both  of  the  -disease,  and  effects  of 
the  remedy. 
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Additional  Remarks  on  Strictures  of  the  Urethra, 
the  use  of  common  Bougies,  'and  on  such  as 
are  armed  with  the  Lunar  Caustic  or  Kali 
Purum. 

Before  the  first  edition  of  the  foregoing  work, 
much  very  interesting  information  had  been 
given  by  Mr.  Jesse  Foot,  on  the  management 
and  cure  of  Strictures  by  means  of  Bougies, 
but  more  particularly  of  such  as  were  small 
and  made  of  catgut.  And  when  this  malady 
can  be  thus  relieved  for  a  considerable  time,  or 
permanently,  it  may  supersede  all  applications  of 
the  caustic  kind. 

This  gentleman's  observations  lately  pub- 
lished, on  a  mode  of  injecting  the  bladder  by 
means  of  a  hollow  bougie  and  elastic  bottle, 
are  well  worthy  the  attention  of  every  medical 
man  who  has  seen  the  great  distress  arising 
from  an  injured  and  too  contracted  bladder,  or 
morbid  affections  of  its  mucous  membrane, 
and  I  give  Mr.  Foot  great  credit  for  the  thought. 
There  are  many  cases  of  high  irritation,  in  which 
it  would  be  of  singular  service  to  inject  an  opiate 
or  sedative  directly  into  the  bladder.  I  had  some 
time  ago  acase  ofan  affection  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  thebladder,  but  whether  connected  with 
stone  I  do  not  know,  the  patient  being  unwilling 
to  be  searched.  He  had  constant  inclination  to 
make  water,  doing  but  little  each  time,  and  the 
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Urine  when  first  made  was  like  whey,  but  upon 
standing  deposited  a  very  considerable  quantity 
oi"  thick  discoloured  mucus  which  adhered  to 
the  bottom  of  the  urinal.    His  prostate  was  not 
diseased,  but  upon  attempting  to  pass  a  middle 
sized  bougie  I  felt  at  the  bulbous  part  of  the 
urethra  a  stricture,  and  after  having  introduced 
it,  I  found  he  could  bear  it  in  the  urethra  but 
for  a  very  short  time.    The  stricture  was  of  a 
peculiar  kind.    For  after  I  had  made  a  certain 
progress,  the  bougie  rubbed  as  it  went  on  for  a 
considerable  space,  and  gave  a  sensation  to  my 
fingers  as  if  it  went  through  something  soft  and 
spongy,  but  no  blood  ever  followed.     In  a 
month  I  could  with  ease  pass  it  not  only  through 
this,  but  also  through  the  membranous  por- 
tion of  the  urethra  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  in 
which  there  was  no  obstruction.    And  a  bougie 
of  a  large  size  went  with  facility  into  the  blad- 
der.  I  supposed  at  first  the  case  to  be  stricture, 
and  the  mucous  discharge  connected  with  it ; 
and  such  being  my  idea,  it  was  natural  for  me 
to  expect  that  the  symptoms  would  remit,  or 
go  orFupon  thus,  without  much  difficulty,  hav- 
ing made  sufficient  way  into  the  bladder — but 
no  such  events  followed ;    the  frequency  of 
making  water  was  not  relieved,  nor  was  the 
mucous  discharge  much  altered  or  lessened. 
The  case  was  afterwards  considered  an  affection 
•f  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  itself 
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And  upon  this  ground  I  proposed  making  use 
of  Mr.  Foot's  mode  of  injection.  But  I  was 
over-ruled.  This  case,  except  as  to  the  ob- 
struction, was  very  like  Mr.  Foot's  fourth  case 
in  the  Vesicae  lotura,  in  which  his  method  suc- 
ceeded. 

In  Mr.  Samuel  Sharp's  Critical  Enquiry,  in 
Mr.  Bloomfield's  works,  and  in  Mr.  John 
Hunter's  Treatise  on  the  Venereal  Disease  may 
be  found  many  highly  useful  observations  on 
strictures,  and  these  several  writers  should  be 
carefully  read  by  the  student  before  he  ventures 
to  apply  a  caustic  to  so  tender  a  part  as  the 
urethra. 

Mr.  Home's  two  treatises  on  the  application  of 
the  lunar  caustic  to  strictures,  contain  a  great 
mass  of  information  tending  to  shew  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  new  mode  of  practice.  And 
we  have  had  lately  also  by  Mr.  Whateley  two 
ingenious  pamphlets,  namely,  one  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  lunar  caustic,  with  remarks  on  Mr. 
Home's  method ;  the  other  on  the  efficacy  of 
the  Kali  purum.    As  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
interfere  but  as  little  as  possible  vvith  the  labours 
of  these  gentlemen,  I  shall  endeavour  to  con- 
dense what  I  have  to  say  further  on  the  subject 
of  curing  strictures  within  as  small  a  compass 
as  I  can  ;  and  must  refer  the  reader  for  more 
particular  information  to  the  books  in  circula- 
tion as  to  the  subject  of  caustic. 
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Mr.  Home  in  following  up  the  idea  of  Mr. 
John  Hunter,  and  in  extending  it  to  a  great 
variety  of  strictures  ;  the  general  circumstances 
of  those  strictures,  and  the  detailed  effects  of 
the  lunar  caustic  are  highly  instructive  and  can- 
not fail  of  leading  to  a  more  successful  prac- 
tice in  some  obstinate  cases,  than  has  hitherto 
prevailed.    Let  it  he  remembered  he  raised  the 
edifice  on  which  improvements  are  daily  making 
in  the  treatment  of  strictures  by  means  of  an 
armed  bougie.     He  not  only  deserves  great 
praise   for  this,  but  for  the  very  fair  and 
candid  manner  in  which  he  has  given  the 
result  of  his  general   practice ;    both  when 
the  events  were  unfavourable  as  well  as  favour- 
able— and  much    good  has   arisen  from  it ; 
though  it  must  be  confessed  not  without  some 
partial  evil. 

I  have  formerly  observed  with  what  certainty 
the  painful  consequences  of  stricture  were  re- 
lieved by  the  gradual  operation  of  a  common 
bougie,  when  a  fair  passage  could  be  made 
by  it  into  the  bladder.     And  in  the  more 
distressing  cases,  when  that  instrument  is  not 
attended  with  the  wished- for  success;    it  is 
surely  of  some  consequence  to  know,  that  by 
Mr.  Home's  method  or  a  modification  of  it, 
the  great  object  of  widening  a  stricture,  so 
as  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  a  common  bou- 
gie, may  be  attained!  And  here  I  must  re- 
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quest  the  reader  would  distinguish  between  the 
application  of  it,  to  a  stricture  anteriorly,  or 
within  the  bulbous  part  of  the  urethra  from 
the  extension  of  it  far  into  its  membranous 
part  or  neck  of  the  bladder.  It  should  be  con- 
fined if  possible  to  the  former  only — and  as  to 
carrying  on  its  immediate  action  into  the  blad- 
der itself,  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  on 
many  accounts — I  will  suppose  a  way  having 
been  made  through  the  stricture  at  the  bulbous 
of  the  urethra,  (if  the  obstruction  extend  so 
far,)  the  rest  may  be  left  to  the  cautious  ma- 
nagement of  a  common  bougie.  I  must  con- 
sider this  as  a  leading  principle  whether  the  at- 
tempt to  overcome  an  obstinate  stricture  be 
made  by  the  lunar  caustic,  or  kali  purum— if 
the  surgeon  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  free 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  from  distress,  by  re- 
moving the  stricture  at  the  bulb,  or  before  he 
comes  to  it,  the  principal  difficulty  probably 
may  be  over.  He  may  afterwards  wait  patiently 
the  gradual  operation  of  a  common  bougie. 

That  pain,  haemorrhage,  strangury,  &c.  have 
arisen  sometimes  from  the  use  of  the  lunar 
caustic  is  allowed,  and  may  be  accounted  for. 
At  these  accidents  no  man  can  wonder  ;  but 
my  astonishment  was,  that  such  had  not  hap- 
pened more  frequently.  That  it  has  been  ap- 
plied, and  effected  cures,  without  the  smallest 
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dangeror  similar  consequences  following,  no  one 
will  deny ;  and  that  a  quicker  progress  may  be 
made  in  some  strictures -by  the  cautious  and  re- 
peated touches  of  this  application,  there  can  be 
no  doubt. 

In  favour  of  the  new  practice,  is  it  not  well  known 
that  some  strictures  are  of  so  stubborn  a  nature 
that  no  common  bougie,  how  judiciously  soever 
it  may  be  applied  will  make  a  proper  impression  ? 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  have  seen  many  of  this 
description.  Here  it  may  be  said,  the  lunar 
caustic  may  come  in,  in  preference  to  more 
violent  methods.  But  whatever  effect  it  may 
have  on  the  greater  number  of  strictures  not  so 
circumstanced,  in  which  a  safe  reliance  has 
been  long  placed  in  the  action  of  a  common 
bougie,  is  worth  the  inquiry  of  every  surgeon. 
In  answer  to  such  persons  as  condemn  the  lunar 
caustic  wholly,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  four 
most  useful  remedies  we  have,  namely,  antimony, 
opium,  mercury  and  bark,  may  do  much  good 
or  much  harm ;  but  time  and  reiterated  e  xperience 
having  developed  their  good  and  bad  properties, 
they  are  now  employed  with  precision,  and  with 
the  best  effects,  even  in  many  almost  desperate 
cases.  So  will  it  be  probably  with  the  lunar 
caustic  in  diseases  of  the  urethra,  whenever  the 
effects  of  its  application  are  more  clearly  under- 
stood.   But  at  the  same  time,  I  am  no  friend  to 
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its  indiscriminate  use  in  cases  curable  by  com- 
mon bougies.  And  it  must  be  confessed  there 
are  certain  modifications,  and  the  observance  of 
some  well  known  means  of  quieting  irritation 
and  inflammation,  requisite  to  render  it  more 
safe  and  more  extensively  beneficial. 

I  shall  pass  over  the  description  of  stricture 
given  by  Wiseman,  and  his  practice  in  this  dis- 
ease, with  remarking  that  he  employed  a  grain 
of  lapis  septicus  through  a  canula,  to  remove 
the  complaint.  This  probably  was  not  the  lunar 
caustic,  but  the  kali  purum.  And  the  like  acci- 
dents followed  his  method,  as  have  sometimes 
followed  the  method  recommended  by  Mr. 
Home. 

The  justly  celebrated  Mr.  Samuel  Sharp  came 
after  Wiseman,  and  has  left  us  some  truly  ex- 
cellent observations  on  "strictures,  and  the  use 
of  bougies  in  his  critical  enquiry.  This  like 
every  other  part  of  his  works  is  admirable,  and 
cannot  be  read  too  often  or  with  too  much  at- 
tention. Some  modern  surgeons  doubt  the  ex- 
istence of  ulceration,  excrescences,  fungi,  and 
carnosity  in  obstructions  of  the  urethra,  and 
they  have  substituted  nothing  in  place  of  them, 
but  the  words  contraction  or  stricture — I  am 
strongly  inclined  to  believe,  however,  that  there 
are  not  only  ulcerations,  but  fungi,  warts,  and 
from  the  growing  together  of  the  cells  of  the 
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urethra,  through  inflammation,  carnosity  or  cal- 
losity in  stricture.  And  upon  this  ground,  the 
action  of  the  lunar  caustic  may  easily  be  ac 
counted  for,  and  its  effects  in  stricture  explain- 
ed— A  stricture  considered  abstractedly  is  a  plain 
idea,  but  stricture  connected  with  the  circum- 
stances just  mentioned  conveys  a  great  deal 
mere,  and  gives  a  more  just  notion  of  the  disease. 
"  I  believe,"  says  Mr.  Sharp,*  "  it  will  sel- 
"  dom  happen  that  caruncles  are  not  accompani- 
**  ed  with  either  a  stricture,  callous  cicatrices,  or 
"  protuberances  of  the  corpus  spongeosum  ure- 
"  thrae,  in  which  the  caruncles  make  only  a 
"  part  of  the  obstruction,  and  possibly  may  not 
"  be  bigger  than  the  head  of  a  pin.  But  those 
"  who  have  examined  the  urethra  after  death, 
"  expecting  to  find  them  of  considerable  bulk, 
"  and  not  meeting  with  such,  have  in  all  like- 
(t  lihood  overlooked  these  small  appearances 
"  (probably  diminished  also  by  death)  and  con- 
"  eluded  there  were  no  such  things.  That  such 
"  small  excrescences  may  occasion  violent  dis- 
<c  orders  in  so  tender  an  organ  as  the  urethra,  I 
"  have  had  occasion  to  see  a  notable  instance  of 
"  in  avirgin ;  where  they  grew  inasmall  quantity 
"  upon  the  orifice  of  tlie  meatus  urinarius,  and 
"  for  many  months  had  produced  the  most  ex- 
Vide  Critical  Enquiry. 
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"  cruciating  torment,  which  continued  till  I  had 
"  totally  extirpated  them;"  again  he  says,"  I  have 
"  opened  urethras  where  the  existence  of  carun- 
f*  cles  was  evident — he  had  also  observed  a  fila- 
"  ment  near  the  verumontanum  running  across 
"  the  urethra  ;  in  another  case  other  filaments 
\"  — and  in  a  third  a  small  excrescence,  not  un- 
"  like  one  of  the  tricuspid  valves  of  the  heart. 
"  Even  Mr.  I.  Hunter  confessed  he  had  seen, 
"  though  rarely,  caruncles,  and  something  like 
"  warts  upon  examining  morbid  urethras: 

"  Daran's  first  cause  of  stricture,  he  calls  re- 
"  courcissement  de  fibres  de  Furethra  ;  then 
"  follow  callosity,  cicatrices  or  carnosities,  car- 
"  uncles,  excrescences,  and  ulcers  of  the  ure- 
"  thra,  &c.  It  has  been  said  lately  that  Mons. 
"  Teytaud  has,  by  actual  dissection,  found  ulcers 
"  of  various  sizes,  with  callous  edges,  fungus  in 
"  the  urethra,  cicatrices  of  former  ulcers,  and  con- 
"  traction,  impeding  the  passage  of  the  urine." 

Such,  therefore,  being  what  may  be  called  the 
theory  of  the  disease  from  these  writers;  it 
makes  rather  for  than  against  the  practice  of 
employing  the  lunar  caustic.  Some  observa- 
tions from  the  two  last  named  authors  have  been 
quoted,  to  shew  the  superior  advantages  of  the 
bougie  over  the  lunar  caustic  ;  whereas  those 
very  observations  tend  to  prove  the  contrary. 
And  in  answer  to  some  remarks  by  a  late  writer, 
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Mr.  Home  might  say,  if  caruncles,  if  callous 
cicatrices,  or  protuberances  of  the  corpus  spon- 
geosum  urethras,  if  fungi  attend  on  that  con- 
traction of  the  canal  called  stricture — if  the  ex- 
crescences are  tender  and  painful,  does  it  not 
follow  that  the  application  of  the  lunar  caustic 
may  probably  remove  them? — Does  it  not  also 
account  for  that  morbid  irritability  of  a  particu- 
lar part,  frequently  met  with  in  stricture,  which 
does  not  bear  the  bougie  well  ? — whereas,  after 
the  application  of  the  lunar  caustic,  that  irri- 
tability is  frequently  diminished — Why  is  it  di- 
minished? because  the  caruncle,  though  small 
and  (as  Mr.  Sharp  expresses  it)  not  perhaps 
larger  than  a  pin's  head,  no  longer  exists  to 
keep  up  irritation.  The  pressure  of  a  bougie 
may  in  time  wear  away  such  caruncles,  but  the 
caustic  effects  its  purpose  speedily,  and  with 
more  certainty;  and  needs 'only  a  superficial 
action.  That  Daran's,  or  any  other  bougie,  may 
gradually  open,  and  enlarge  a  contracted  part 
of  the  canal,  is  admitted  ;  but  it  is  not  so  easy 
a  matter  to  destroy  with  therh  either  callous 
edges  or  fungous  excrescences,  or  to  produce^ 
new  and  healthy  surface  in  place  of  one  that, 
having  been  long  in  a  state  of  ulceration,  is 
very  irritable.  All  this  may  be  done  by  a  few 
touches  of  the  lunar  caustic.     It  has  been 
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asked,  by  what  magic  does  it  act  in  ulceration? 
This  is  the  magic  by  which  it  acts,  and  these 
are  some  of  its  medical  properties. 

How  very  distant  is  the  probability  of  remov- 
ing such  filaments  running  across  the  urethra  as 
Mr.  Sharp  has  described,  by  the  application  of 
bougies?  and  on  the  contrary,  how  much  more 
probable  is  it,  that  they  may  be  destroyed  by 
the  lunar  caustic?  These  filaments  may  have 
been  originally  coagulable  lymph,  thrown  out 
by  inflammation,  and  organized  by  time;  and 
this  may  perhaps  be  a  frequent  cause  of  ob- 
struction. In  Mr.  Hunter's  4th  plate,  in  which 
a  stone  is  delineated  behind  a  stricture,  it  is  most 
likely  that  the  stricture  might  have  been  des- 
troyed with  this  caustic,  and  the  stone  set  at 
liberty.  And  this  transverse  filament  (if  I  may 
so  call  it)  was  also  very  probably  produced  by 
inflammation,  as  other  adhesions  are,  between 
the  lungs  and  pleura. 

The  name  of  caustic  to  a  feeling  person  car- 
ries with  it  a  tremendous  idea,  and  some  who 
reprobate  its  application  are  equally  ignorant 
both  of  the  nature  of  the  lunar  caustic,  and  of 
its  operation.  By  some,  from  a  strange  want 
of  precision,  its  effects  have  been  confounded 
with  those  of  the  most  violent  caustics. 

From  the  effects  of  this  caustic,  when  exter- 
nally employed,  much  may  be  gathered  of  its 
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operation  in  stricture. — It  is  a  compound  of 
silver  with  the  nitrous  acid,  and  the  mildest  of  all 
chemical  caustics,  the  red  precipitate  of  mercury 
excepted.     It  differs  totally  from   the  lapis 
infernalis,  quick  lime,  butyrum  antimonii,  hy- 
drargyrus  muriatus  and  arsenic.    It  is  infinitely 
less  corrosive  than  any  of  them  ;  having  a  more 
euperficial  and  less  extensive  action.    If  applied 
to  a  wart  on  the  hand,  it  will  blacken  the  sur- 
face of  that  wart,  but  its  effect  is  so  weak,  that 
it  does  not  penetrate  so  as  to  occasion  pain  ; 
and  if  the  wart  is  to  be  destroyed,  the  black 
crust  must  be  pared  off  without  drawing  blood, 
and  the  caustic  applied  repeatedly.  When  some 
days  after  the  removal  of  a  cancerous  breast, 
there  arises  in  the  wound  a  spongy  fungus,  with 
a  thin,    foetid   gleeting ;   I  have  frequently 
touched  the  whole  of  this  large  and  extended 
surface  with  this  caustic,  and  the  effect  on  the 
next  day  has  been  astonishing.    Without  pro- 
ducing a  deep  slough  or  escar,  like  other  caus- 
tics, it  has  simply  destroyed  the  diseased  fun- 
gus, and  at  the  same  time  mended  the  dis- 
charge with  very  little  pain.     Its  operation 
seems  to  extend  to  the  surface  only,  without 
occasioning  the  loss  of  substance  attending  the 
more  active  caustics,   or  the  deep  destruc- 
tion of  the  more  solid,  living  parts  beneath. 
In  ulcers,  its  effects  are  very  great  in  removing 
the  old  and  causing  the  generation  of  a  new 
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appearance,  more  healthy,  with  a  better  and 
less  discharge  with  a  disposition  of  healing: 
it  even  softens  the  callous  lips  of  ulcers.  But, 
to  come  still  nearer  towards  an  explanation  of 
its  effects  in  stricture  ; — I  have  more  than  once 
seen  a  fungus  at  the  orifice  of  the  female 
urethra,  which,  though  spongy,  has  caused 
considerable  uneasiness  and  irritation,  which 
have  been  removed  by  a  touch  or  two  of  the 
lunar  caustic,  without  injury  to  the  sound  parts, 
or  doing  any  thing  more  than  destroying  the 
fungus,  and  producing  a  healthy  sore,  which 
has  healed  immediately  :  a  similar  effect  it  has 
had  on  the  orifice  of  the  male  urethra  ;  and  ve- 
nereal fungi,  if  lax  and  spongy,  behind  the 
corona  glandis,  may  be  destroyed  by  this  caus- 
tic by  a  single  touch.    If  a  more  evident  proof 
of  the  superficial  operation  of  this  caustic  be 
required,  let  the  reader  turn  to  Mr.  Whateley's 
experiments,  and  to  his  rude  application  of  it 
as  stated  (page  25,  first  treatise — Experiment  1, 
and  2 — 3.)  and  he  will  there  see  that  after  its 
action  for  one  minute  on  a  surface  as  large  as  a 
seven  shilling  piece  (a  time  and  a  space  not  ne- 
cessary to  its  application  in  stricture)  it  produced 
only  a  superficial  slough,  by  no  means  deep  or 
leaving  after  cicatrization  any  thing  more  than 
a  smooth  surface  with  a  very  small  loss  of  sub- 
stance, the  size  of  a  pin's  head,  with  trifling 
indentation.    Mr.  Sharp  was  of  opinion,  that 
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fungous  excrescences  were  some  times  met  with 
in  a  stricture  ;  and  in  confirmation  of  that,  do 
we  not  frequently  see  externally  in  old  fistulse 
in  perinaeo,  fungi  arise  which  keep  up  irritation 
and  require  to  be  destroyed  by  this  caustic  ? 
and  may  n®t  the  same  kind  of  fungus  also  take 
place  in  the  internal  parts  of  the  urethra  in  these 
fistulae  ?  Do  we  not  also  find,  that  a  common 
bougie  passed  in  the  rnost  careful  manner,  will 
be  followed  sometimes  by  a  small  quantity  of 
blood  ?  What  does  this  imply,  but  that  in  such 
stricture  there  probably  exists  a  fungus  diseased 
surface  ?  The  most  careless  observer  cannot 
apply  this  caustic  to  an  external  ulcer,  without 
perceiving  the  immense  difference  of  its  ac- 
tion from  all  other  caustics  (Hydrarg.  Nitrat. 
Rub.  only  excepted ;) — they  both  act  super- 
ficially, generally  without  producing  a  deep 
slough  or  cscar  of  the  sound  parts — they  have 
both  the  very  singular  properties  of  thickening 
a  stimulating,  thin,  gleety  discharge  in  all 
ulcers,  and  of  causing  the  generation  of  healthy 
granulations  • — their  effects  are  weak  on  parts 
that  are  sound,  but  sufficiently  strong  to  destroy 
diseased  fungous  substances  :  and  Savin  has  an 
effect  somewhat  similar.  Whether  a  gleet  pre- 
cedes or  accompanies  stricture,  there  is  gene- 
rally a  discharge  from  one  or  more  parts  of  the 
urethra  in  this  affection  ;  and  whether  those 
parts  be  excoriated,  ulcerated.,  fungous,  or  not, 
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the  remedy  seems -to  be  the  same;  apply  the 
caustic  in  some  form  or  other  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  parts  diseased,  and  of  the- stricture 
are  changed :  the  discharge  being  ameliorated,, 
they  become  less  irritable,  and  a  common 
bougie  may  be  kept  in  the  urethra  with  more 
ease  to  the  patient  than  before — Go  on  cau- 
tiously with  the  same  application,  and  the  stric- 
ture will  probably  get  more  open,  and  the 
boiigie  make  a  greater  progress.  In  this  way 
may  the  lunar  caustic,  after  a  few  applications, 
be  assistant,  as  I  conceive,  to  the  operation  of  a 
common  bougie.  The  gradual  removal  of 
stricture  by  this  gentle  treatment  is  one  thing, 
and  the  destruction  of  it  by  keeping  the  caustic 
in  so  long,  or  repeating  it  so  quickly  as  to  pro- 
duce great  pain,  considerable  haemorrhage,  or 
strangury,  is  another.  The  structure  of  the  cor- 
pus spongeosum  urethras  is  well  known  ;  if  the 
mucus  (the  natural  defence  against  the  acrimony 
of  the  urine)  be  excepted,  there  is  but  a  thia 
partition  interposed  between  that  and  the  cells 
of  the  urethra  naturally.  These  cells  are  turgid 
with  blood  whenever  an  erection  takes  place  ; 
and  they  communicate  with  those  of  the  glans. 
Against  my  inclination,  I  was  once  desired  to 
remove  a  very  small  wart  from  the  glans  with 
scissars — scarcely  a  drop  of  blood  followed,  but 
at  night,  from  exercise  and  the  parts  having  been 
heated,  a  violent  haemorrhage  came  on,  which 
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was  restrained  with  difficulty.  Bleeding,  from 
the  destruction  of  a  diseased  part,  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  haemorrhage  excited  by  exercise, 
wine,  women,  or  whatever  increases  the  circu- 
lation after  the  action  of  caustics  have  made  a 
way  into  the  cells  of  the  urethra.  How  cau- 
tious ought  Surgeons  to  be  in  the  application 
of  them — how  careful  to  enjoin  rest,  and  ces- 
sation from  every  thing  likely  to  irritate  the  sur- 
face to  which  they  have  been  applied !  How 
much  attention  is  necessary,  so  to  use  them, 
as  not  to  risque  an  haemorrhage  from  the  cells  of 
the  urethra !  The  general  fact  I  believe  is,  that,  at 
the  contracted  spot,  in  whatsoever  part  of  the 
urethra  it  may  be,  the  membrane  is  thickened, 
and  the  natural  cells  obliterated,  or  grown  toge- 
ther. Otherwise  haemorrhage  must  have  hap- 
pened much  more  frequently  from  these  appli- 
cations. The  partition  between  the  mucous 
surface  of  the  urethra  and  the  corresponding 
cells  in  a  natural  state  is  extremely  thin.  It  is 
not  so  at  the  part  immediately  strictured,  for 
there  the  cells  do  not  communicate.  It  is 
therefore  of  consequence  if  haemorrhage  be  an 
inconvenience,  that  the  caustic  be  applied  to 
the  stricture  only. 

I  apprehend  the  lunar  caustic  does  not  ge- 
nerally destroy  the  stricture  at  once,  its  action 
is  probably  too  weak  for  that ;  but  it  makes  a 
way  through  it  by  degrees,  relaxing  and  widen- 
ing the  contracted  part  by  little  and  little.  If 
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it  meets  with  ulceration,  caruncles,  spongy  ex- 
crescences, or  fungi  in  its  way,  these  it  destroys. 
How  it  may  operate  on  what  has  been  called 
carnosity  or  callosity,  I  do  not  precisely  know  ; 
but  it  is  very  possible  it  may  tend  to  widen  a 
diseased  passage  through  a  callous  or  thickened 
part  of  the  urethra,  without  destroying  it  abso- 
lutely.   And  if  it  will  do  this,  it  will  tend  to 
the  relief  of  many  distressed  persons,  though  it 
may  not  actually  cure  the  disease.    And  thus, 
in  these  cases,  be  a  great  help  to  the  subsequent 
effect  of  a  common  bougie.    In  strictures,  and 
indeed  in  all  diseases  of  the  urethra,  bladder 
and  kidneys,  there  are  paroxysms  of  irritation, 
and  states  of  comparative  ease.    During  the 
former,  even  a  common  bougie  should  be  used 
with  great  caution,  or  wholly  omitted,  and  if 
necessary  applied  only  in  the  latter.    This  re- 
mark is  obviously  more  necessary  to  be  attended 
to  before  the  application  of  the  caustic,  than 
before  the  introduction  of  a  bougie.    It  has 
been  said,  that  the  haemorrhage  which  sometimes 
follows  the  caustic,  tends  to  take  off  alarming 
symptoms ;  and  no  doubt  it  may,  because  it  is 
an  evacuation  immediately  from  the  part ;  but 
whenever  it  happens,  it  is  an  accident,  and  not 
a  circumstance  necessary  to  the  operation  of 
the  remedy,  and  probably  proceeds  from  having 
opened  some  of  the  cells  in  a  sound  part  of  the 
urethra,  and  must  be  distinguished  from  that 
sort  of  bleeding  occasioned  by  the  destruction 
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Of  an  excrescence,  fungus,  or  the  stricture  itself* 
on  which  the  caustic  may  more  immediately 
act.  Strangury  and  suppression  of  urine  are 
also  circumstances  certainly  not  necessary  to 
its  action,  and  should  be  most  carefully  avoided. 
And  they  may  often  be  obviated  by  using  this  ap- 
plication cautiously,  and  not  doing  too  much  at 
a  time,  nor  employing  it  too  frequently  ;  like 
every  other  stimulant  to  the  urethra,  its  effects 
must  be  watched,  and,  if  necessary,  counter- 
acted by  the  usual  means  ;  the  patient  should 
be  perfectly  quiet,  he  should  use  no  exercise, 
nor  any  excitement  to  irritation  for  some  time 
after  having  been  touched  ;  nor  should  he  ex- 
pose himself  to  cold  immediately  after  the  in- 
troduction of  a  common  bougie  or  caustic  ; 
nor  should  either  of  them  be  employed  in  cold 
weather,  without  artificial  warmth,  so  that  the 
spasm  from  cold,  and  the  resistance  from 
an  over  stiff  bougie  may  be  avoided  ;  nor  in 
warm  weather  when  a  person  is  heated  with  ex- 
ercise ;  nor  should  the  surgeon  pass  too  large 
a  bougie  forcibly,  before  he  introduces  the 
caustic.  These  precautions  are  more  particu- 
larly necessary  when  caustics  are  employed, 
and  are  applicable  both  to  the  lunar  caustic  and 
Kali  purum.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  the 
most  alarming  symptoms  have  been  brought  on 
by  the  very  gentle  introduction  even  of  a  com- 
mon unarmed  bougie  ;  so  highly  irritable  some- 
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times  is  the  urethra !  and  this  is  a  truth  of 
which  no  practitioner  should  ever  lose  sight. 
Fainting,  rigor,  fever,  strangury,  great  irrita- 
tion, and  suppression  of  urine  have  come  on, 
when  no  violence  has  been  used,  from  a  com- 
mon bougie,  although  it  has  passed  with  the 
utmost  facility  into  the  bladder,  without  any 
impediment  to  its  progress;  but  these  accidents 
have  happened  more  frequently  in  stricture. 
The  state  of  the  parts  therefore  should  be  con- 
sidered previously;  as  well  as  the  effects  of  all 
applications  intended  to  be  made  to  a  diseased 
urethra.  No  man  of  experience  can  doubt  of 
common  bougies  sometimes  doing  much  harm, 
as  well  as  good,  in  strictures  ;  and  this  may  tend 
to  lessen  our  fears,  when  the  above  accidents 
arise  from  the  lunar  caustic.  It  is,  I  believe, 
an  undoubted  fact,  that  the  action  of  this  ap- 
plication diminishes  the  great  irritability  of  the 
urethra  in  some  strictures,  an  irritability  which 
no  bougie  can  so  readily  remove,  and  which  is 
a  great  impediment  to  the  operation  of  all 
bougies,  and  renders  them  sometimes,  not  only 
useless,  but  hurtful.  In  this  it  has  an  original 
and  distinct  effect ;  an  effect  peculiar  to  itself 
and  perhaps  not  attainable  by  any  other  means. 
The  theory,  whether  true  or  false,  above 
adopted,  explains  this  matter.  And  though 
the  morbid  anatomy  of  Wiseman,  of  Mr.  S. 
Sharpe,  of  Daran,  and  others,  may  not  per- 
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haps  be  so  correct  as  that  of  more  modern 
Surgeons,  yet  it  may  lead  to  the  elucidation  of 
a  practical  difficulty  under  which  we  have  long 
laboured.  And,  as  was  before  said,  if  carun- 
cles, ulceration,  or  excrescences  ever  take 
place  in  stricture,  they  are  probably  the  causes 
of  that  morbid  irritability,  which  the  caustic  so 
readily  takes  off.  These  being  removed,  a 
common  bougie  will  act  with  less  pain  and  more 
certainty  than  before :  and  the  stricture  be- 
comes more  curable,  whether  the  cure  be  at- 
tempted afterwards  by  the  bougie,  by  the  caus- 
tic alone,  or  by  both.  The  destruction  of  an 
excrescence  or  fungus,  or  the  renovation  of  a 
healthy  surface,  in  place  of  a  diseased  one, 
must  be  distinguished  from  the  immediate  de- 
struction of  a  stricture,  considered  as  stricture 
merely,  by  the  action  of  this  caustic,  whether  it 
be  of  a  considerable  size  or  not.  For  the  one 
is  a  superficial,  and  the  other  implies  the  for- 
mation of  a  deep  slough,  from  the  separation 
of  which,  some  of  the  cells  of  the  urethra  may 
be  opened,  and  a  solutio  continui  produced 
where  there  was  none  before,  and  where  there 
ought  to  be  none  ;  with  all  those  other  incon- 
veniences for  which  the  caustic  has  been 
blamed.  Its  action,  in  my  opinion,  should  be 
superficial  only.  If  Mr.  Home  aims  at  the  de- 
struction of  the  stricture  itself  at  once,  it  is 
very  possible  the  mildest  of  all  chemical  caustics 
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may  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief.  If  other 
proofs  were  wanting,  from  the  numerous  ap- 
plications necessary  in  some  obstinate  cases  to 
afford  relief,  it  must  be  evident  that  its  operation 
is  superficial,  of  which  I  believe  Mr.  H.  has 
been  fully  aware,  and  that  it  is  capable  of  being 
highly  beneficial  without  producing  much  irri- 
tation or  considerable  destruction  of  parts. 

One  argument  for  its  superiority  over  com- 
mon bougies  is,  that  the  contracted  part,  or 
different  strictures  in  the  same  urethra,  can- 
not be  brought  by  the  latter  to  the  common 
diameter  of  the  canal ;  and  that  the  caustic 
effects  this  purpose  more  certainly  than  the 
bougie.  This  may  be  admitted,  if  we  suppose 
the  caustic  produces  the  destruction  of  the 
contracted  part  immediately  ;  but  this  is  prob- 
lematical, and  cannot  happen  but  in  a  very 
trifling  stricture.  And  I  believe  that  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other,  though  they  may  widen 
the  stricture  for  a  time,  can  keep  the  part 
before  contracted  as  open  for  a  long  continuance, 
as  the  passage  was  naturallv,  whether  the  cure 
be  attempted  by  bougie  or  caustic  :  a  stricture 
once  formed,  will  ever  after  be  more  or  less  dis- 
posed to  contract  again ;  and  that  disposition 
will  be  strongest  where  the  canal  is  most  con- 
tracted naturally,  as  at  the  further  end  of  the 
bulb.  Now  a  natural  contraction  may  be 
widened,  but  should  not  be  destroyed.  Des- 
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truction,  when  applied  to  stricture,  (as  stric- 
ture merely)  without  reference  to  ulceration, 
fungus  excrescences,  or  a  diseased  internal  sur- 
face, would  only  lead  ultimately  to  more  perma- 
nent contraction,  as  in  some  burns,  or  to  some 
other  inconvenience.  I  conceive  that  the  ge- 
neral effect  of  this  caustic  is  superficial ;  and 
that  it  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  destroy  a 
callous  ring  in  the  urethra,  if  a  stricture  may 
be  so  called,  by  a  few  touches,  but  by  an  action 
gradually  kept  up  at  longer  or  shorter  inter- 
vals, and  by  an  operation  not  so  slow,  but 
quicker  and  stronger  than  that  of  a  common 
bougie. 

Whatever  the  future  opinion  of  this  practice 
may  be,  Mr.  Home's  observations  have  thrown 
more  light  on  the  diseases  of  the  urethra,  and 
the  means  of  relieving  them,  than  we  have 
been  hitherto  in  possession  of.  Much  praise 
is  therefore  due  to  him.  And  whether  it  be  in 
itself  a  cure,  without  the  aid  of  other  bougies, 
by  the  destruction  of  stricture,  or  by  the  re- 
moval of  diseased  surfaces,  fungi,  or  excres- 
cences, time  will  unfold.  And  it  will  show 
also,  whether,  in  the  cure  of  stricture,  we  are 
to  look  to  the  lunar  caustic  alone,  or  conjoined 
with  the  more  established  practice  of  using 
bougies ;  or  to  bougies  alone,  or  any  other  , 
modification. 

It  is  a  fact,  as  was  before  hinted,  that  there 
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are  many  strictures  in  which  bougies,  whether 
they  be  from  Daran  or  any  other  person,  will 
make  no  impression ;  and  a  something  is  still 
wanting  to  the  mechanical  and  suppurative 
action  of  bougies  in  general  use.  That  some- 
thing, which  Wiseman  and  Mr.  Samuel  Sharp 
seem  to  have  wanted,  they  would  have  found 
probably  in  the  lunar  caustic ;  with  the  effects 
of  which  they  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
acquainted.  As  to  the  superiority  of  Daran's 
bougie  over  some  others,  from  its  supposed  me- 
dication, I  have  doubts. 

Wiseman's  bougie,  with  red  precipitate,  and 
Mr.  Sharp's  with  crude  mercury,  were  employed 
with  the  intention  of  producing  more  suppura- 
tive effects — and  these  may  deserve  a  further 
trial.    But  there  is  nothing  in  Daran's  compo- 
sition (if  the  composition  lately  published  be 
authentic)  so  suppurative  as  these.    The  most 
stimulating  of  the  two  bougies,  namely,  that 
in  which  levigated  precipitate  entered  as  an  in- 
gredient, in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  had 
no  better  effects  than  other  bougies  ;  so  per- 
fectly enveloped  was  this  caustic  in  plaster :  and 
of  the  two,  that  with  crude  mercury  seems  to 
me  the  best  composition. 

Without  entering  into  the  question,  how 
far  M.  Daran's  bougie  was  or  was  not  me- 
dicated ;  it  was  certainly  well  made ;  and  pro- 
bably introduced  with  caution.    But  the  cir- 
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cumstance  on  which  success  more  immediately 
depended,  was  the  mode  in  which  it  was  secured 
within  the  urethra,  and  fairly  up  to,  or  within 
the  stricture  ;  which  was  by  means  of  a  candle- 
wick  attached  to  its  larger  extremity,  and  fast- 
ened by  a  particular  knot  round  the  glans  ;  and 
in  this  situation  it  remained  firm  and  almost  im- 
moveable.   The  pressure  of  its  smallest  end  or 
point  producing  a  kind  of  ulceration,  that  re- 
laxed the  strictured  part ;  so  that  the  bougie 
after  entering  the  contraction  fairly,  in  time 
and  by  slow  degrees  carried  on  the  work  of 
dilatation — and  such  has  been  the  operation  of 
every  bougie,  since  the  time  of  Daran,  without 
medication.    The   compositions  for  bougies 
vary,  there  are  some  which  are  more  or  less 
astringent,  though  the  intention  is  to  cause 
suppuration  on  a  mucous  surface  ;  and  there 
are  others  too  stimulating  from  the  quantity  of 
Burgundy  pitch.    There  are  others  again  much 
less  stimulating ;  but  the  best  are  those  which 
do  not  irritate,  which  have  the  requisite  form, 
polish,  and  strength,  without  being  too  stiff 
upon  being  slightly  warmed  with  the  fingers  or 
fire. 

We  need  not  be  surprised,  if  pressure  should 
produce  ulceration  at  the  entrance  of  a  stric- 
ture, and  thereby  tend  to  its  destruction, 
though  there  be  nothing  corrosive  at  the  end 
e£  a  common  bougie,  more  especially  a?  the  ex- 
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traneous  body  is  an  unnatural  irritant  on  a 
very  tender  mucous  membrane.  Pressure  long 
continued  will  render  carious  and  destroy  the 
structure  even  of  bone  itself,  as  we  see  in  some 
aneurisms. — But  the  parts  for  the  bougie  to  act 
on  are  sometimes  too  irritable  to  bear  it ;  and 
this  is  a  difficulty  of  no  small  magnitude  in 
some  strictures  ;  and  there  is  also  another,  viz. 
that  after  passing,  with  great  care,  a  certain  way, 
or  dilating  to  a  certain  degree,  no  further  pro- 
gress can  be  made.  In  these  cases  surely  either 
Mr.  Home's  method,  or  some  modification  of 
it,  may  be  worth  the  trial  ;  though  the  cure 
be  conducted  ultimately  with  a  common  bou- 
gie. 

It  appears  there  may  be  more  than  one  stric- 
ture in  the  same  urethra  ;  and  it  is  also  evident 
that  upon  the  opening  and  enlargement  of  the 
parts  contracted,  the  symptoms  generally  cease. 
It  may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  there 
is  a  free  passage  from  these  strictures  into  the 
bladder,  but  the  application  of  bougies  should  be 
directed  to  the  strictures  principally  without  suf- 
fering them  to  irritate  the  neck,  orbe  introduced 
constantly  into  the  bladder.  Our  progress  even  in 
the- membranous  part  of  the  urethra  with  a  com- 
mon bougie  should  be  made  with  great  caution ; 
but  when  a  way  is  to  be  effected  beyond  it,  the 
cure  becomes  much  more  difficult ;  and  should 
be  attempted  (if  at  all)  by  the  bougie  only.  The 
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application  of  the  caustic,  in  my  opinion,  should 
be  confined  principally  to  strictures  in  the  an- 
terior part  of  the  urethra, — the  membranous 
part  is  dangerous  ground,  and  I  should  be  very 
unwilling  to  apply  it  near  the  verumontanum  or 
prostate,  for  obvious  reasons.  An  indiscreet, 
improper  use  of  it,  however,  is  not  a  sufficient 
argument  for  its  being  discarded  or  reprobated 
as  a  dangerous  innovation  in  practice. 

In  cases  of  hard  callous  stricture,  on  which  a 
common  bougie  can  make  only  an  imperfect 
impression,  I  see  no  objection  to  its  adoption  ; 
much  good  may  arise  from  its  making  a  progress 
more  speedily  and  with  greater  certainty  than 
the  bougie;  but  that  done,  the  cure  may  be  pro- 
secuted without  it.  The  principal  obstructions 
anteriorly  being  removed,  I  should  depend  on 
the  bougie  alone,  and  look  for  a  sufficient  effect 
to  free  the  farther  part  of  the  canal  and  neck  of 
the  bladder  from  any  great  embarrassment. 

I  had  been  long  accustomed,  before  the  intro- 
duction of  this  method  by  Mr.  Home,  to  cure 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  strictures  without 
caustic  ;  and  I  can  see  no  reason  for  using  it, 
when  the  strictures  can  be  relieved  with  certain- 
ty in  the  old  way.  But  it  may  be  adopted  under 
certain  modifications,  when  that  method  fails. 
The  effects  of  a  well-made  bougie  of  materials 
not  irritating  and  (without  the  idea  of  medica- 
tion) of  a  due  polish  and  consistence,  have  been 
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long  well  understood.  They  are  not  in  all  cases 
equal  to  our  purpose;  it  is  therefore  matter  of  use- 
ful inquiry  to  ascertain  what  the  caustic  will  do. 
Contraction  will,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  td 
inform  myself,  take  place  from  both  methods  at 
uncertain  periods  ;  but  in  the  old  method  there 
is  an  increased  secretion  from  the  part  or  parts 
obstructed,  and  also  from  every  other  point  of 
the  urethra  in  contact  with  the  bougie.  In  the 
other,  art  opening  of  the  obstruction  is  obtain- 
ed, either  by  the  destruction  of  parts  diseased, 
as  fiingi,  &c.  or  the  destruction  of  the  contract- 
ed part  itself.  The  two  methods  are  extremely 
different,  and  yet  may  be  made  subservient  the 
one  to  the  other.  If  Mr.  Home  wishes  to 
enlarge  the  contracted  part  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent by  a  gradual  operation  only — that  may  be 
done  in  a  gentle  manner,  and  without  using 
violence. 

I  believe  its  action,  unless  it  renovates  a  dis- 
eased surface.,  removes  a  caruncle,  fungus,  ex- 
crescence, or  filament,  merely,  without  destroy- 
ing the  stricture  itself,  could  not  produce  that 
relief  which  it  has  done,  without  great  incon- 
veniences arising  immediately,  or  in  course  of 
time,  from  its  application. 

When  Mr.  Home  says,  his  intention  in  re- 
moving stricture  by  the  caustic  is  to  bring  the 
contracted  part  or  parts  of  the  canal  to  the 
same  diameter  as  the  sound  urethra,  was  not 
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the  same  thing  formerly  attempted  by  a  common 
bougie,  and  to  a  certain  degree  attained?  If  his 
object  is  to  destroy  the  urethra  itself  in  every 
stricture  wheresoever  it  may  be  situated  in  the 
passage,  in  his  endeavour  to  enlarge  the  part 
strictured,  and  bring  it  to  the  natural  size  of 
the  canal,  I  cannot  agree  with  him  ;  because 
strictures  may,  and  they  frequently  do  take 
place  where  there  is  a  contraction  naturally  ; 
and  if  these  obstructions  can  be  relaxed,  opened 
or  enlarged  by  a  bougie,   where  is  the  ne- 
cessity of  removing  them  by  caustic  ?  For 
instance,  between  the   bulb    and  membra- 
nous part  of  the   urethra   there  is  a  natu- 
ral contraction,  no  doubt  for  very  useful  pur- 
poses :  when  stricture  takes  place  at  this  spot, 
is  it  not  much  safer  to  enlarge  it  by  a  bougie, 
than  destroy  it  by  a  caustic  ?  A  false  route,  and 
superficial  ulceration  are  certainly  producible  by 
a  common  bougie,  and  the  latter  may  be  some- 
times unavoidable.    But  whenever  this  is  pro- 
duced, it  is  superficial  only,  and  at  the  stricture; 
there  is  no  absolute  destruction  of  the  urethra 
any  where.     If  the  caustic  really  acts  with 
great  power,  causing  considerable  loss  of  sub- 
stance of  the  strictured  part,  probably  it  may 
occasion  in  some  instances  the  adhesion  of  the 
sides  of  the  membrane  to  each  other  ;  and  if  it 
does,  it  leaves  a  new  difficulty  behind.  To  ob- 
viate this,  it  should  be  employed  with  great  deli- 
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cacy,  and  a  common  bougie  should  be  introduced 
so  as  to  prevent  such  adhesion,  as  soon  after  the 
application  of  the  caustic  as  possible.  This  too 
is  an  additional  reason  for  enjoining  rest  and  the 
most  perfect  state  of  quietude  afterwards.  How 
careful  ought  surgeons  to  be,  by  large  dilution, 
the  injection  of  oil,  and  the  introduction  of  a 
bougie,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  adhesion 
after  the  application  of  caustics  ? — How  easily 
does  the  abolition  of  the  cavity  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis  in  hydrocele  by  the  seton  take  place, 
by  the  adhesion  of  two  inflamed  or  suppurating 
surfaces  ?  And  it  would  likewise  happen  from 
the  caustic,  if  the  frequent  passage  of  the  urine 
did  not  prevent  its  sides  from  collapsing  into 
contact.  Wiseman  injected  oil  after  his  caustic ; 
and  every  bougie  armed  with  the  lunar  caustic 
should  be  well  covered,  caustic  and  all,  with 
oil  before  its  introduction,  if  used  without  a  ca- 
nula.  Abscesses  and  fistulas  in  perinaeo  have 
been  cured  frequently  in  the  old  way  by  bou- 
gies. But  in  such  affections,  the  lunar  caustic 
has  an  advantage  over  this  method.  It  has  (it 
is  allowed)  a  power  of  healing  sores  or  ulcers  of 
almost  every  description  ;  and  the  application  of 
it  to  the  internal  part  of  the  urethra,  when  the 
urine  insinuates  itself  through  a  breach  in  the 
membrane,  may  be  of  the  most  singular  service, 
healing  one  or  more  orifices,  not  to  be  done 
otherwise  without  much  difficulty.    Many  fis- 
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tula?  are  not  curable  in  the  old  way,  some  are 
not  relievable,  even  with  the  assistance  of  the 
caustic;  but  it  certainly  adds  something  of  con- 
sequence to  our  means  of  cure.  No  bougie 
can  do  that  on  an  ulceration,  .whether  in  the 
internal  or  external  parts  of  the  urethra,  which 
this  caustic  can.  It  cannot  destroy  an  old  dis- 
eased surface,  and  cause  almost  immediately  the 
generation  of  a  new  surface  less  irritable  and 
having  the  strongest  propensity  to  heal.  The 
caustic  acts  with  respect  to  this  affection  upon  a 
principle,  which  no  bougie,  unless  medicated 
according  to  Wiseman,  or  the  late  Mr.  Sharp's 
plan,  can  ;  and  even  these  would  probably  have 
a  much  weaker  effect.  If  the  use  of  the  caustic 
was  confined  to  abscesses  and  fistulas  in  peri- 
naeo,  without  reference  to  other  cases  in  which 
strictures  prevail,  it  would  be  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance ;  but  when  the  number  of  strictures  are 
also  considered  in  which  the  more  general  me- 
thod fails,  it  becomes  truly  valuable  in  the  art 
of  surgery. 

With  respect  to  the  application  of  the 
kali  pur.  I  much  question  whether  it  has  the 
same  efficacy  in  fistula;  in  perinaeo,  as  the  lunar 
caustic,  for  it  is  not  a  pus  movens.  It  is  literally 
a  caustic,  without  any  quality  tending  to  ame- 
liorate, or  thicken  a  gleety  discharge,  or  to 
cause  the  generation  of  sound  healthy  granula- 
tions in  common  ulcers. 
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Mr.  Home's  method  appears  to  me  capable  of 
still  greater  modification.  It  may  be  said  that 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  applying  the  caustic  to  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  urethra,  without  its  hitching 
as  it  goes  along,  and  touching  some  of  the 
sound  lacunae.  This  may  he  prevented  by  pas- 
sing it  through  a  canula  of  elastic  gum,  open 
at  its  extremity,  and  so  rounded  off  as  to  slip 
with  ease  up  to  the  stricture.  But  even  this 
idea  admits  of  improvement.  Take  a  small  bou- 
gie, or  one  of  catgut ;  cut  the  point  off  so  as 
to  make  its  extremity  flat  and  smooth,  fitting 
the  bore  of  the  above  canula  :  put  the  smallest 
portion  possible  of  melted  wax  on  this  flat  sur- 
face, so  that  it  may  adhere  superficially  ;  whilst 
the  wax  is  soft,  dip  that  surface  so  coated  upon 
a  small  quantity  of  the  lunar  caustic,  previously 
reduced  to  a  fine  and  almost  impalpable  powder, 
and  pass  it  up  to  the  diseased  part  or  stricture. 
If  a  weak  solution  only  of  the  caustic  be  requir- 
ed, or  one  of  any  degree  of  strength,  a  small 
piece  of  sponge,  well  secured  to  . the  end  of  a 
whalebone  stilct,  will  easilyconvey  it.  And  in  the 
above  way  red  precipitate  also  might  be  applied, 
either  by  itself,  or  mixed  with  cerate.  In  like 
manner,  the  caustic  mixed  and  enveloped  in  ce- 
rate mightbe  used.  Thus,  by  a  gradual  process, 
without  aiming  at  the  immediate  destruction 
of  the  stricture,  and  probably  with  little  pain  or 
irritation,  without  the  danger  of  accidents*  may 
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this  Useful  caustic  be  employed.  What  effect 
it  might  have,  if  finely  powdered  and  mixed  with 
plaster,  and  applied  to  the  extremity  of  a  bou- 
gie, I  do  not  know.  I  apprehend  however  it 
would  cease  to  be  a  caustic,  and  become  a  sup- 
purative, like  the  red  precipitate.  But,  accord- 
ing to  the  consistency  of  the  plaster  and  quan- 
tity of  the  corrosive  introduced  to  the  compo- 
sition, so  will  it  approach  to  the  nature  of  a 
caustic  or  that  of  a  suppurative.  And  in  this 
sense  also  it  may  be  assistant  possibly  to  the 
cure  of  strictures,  and  the  action  of  a  common 
bougie.  And  this,  as  well  as  the  precipitate  in 
plaster,  may,  I  conceive,  be  employed  as  medi- 
caments to  a  bougie  ;  and  applied,  as  well  as  a 
solution  of  the  caustic,  in  water,  or  vitriolic  so- 
lutions, to  a  gleet,  which  seems  to  be  nothing 
more  than  a  partial  concentrated  effect  of  irrita- 
tion long  continued,  or  of  ulceration  in  some 
one  or  more  parts  of  the  urethra;  and  the  one 
class  of  remedies  may  cure  by  causing  the  ge- 
neration of  a  new  healthy  surface  in  place  of  a 
diseased  one  ;  the  other,  by  its  astrir.gency  in 
merely  lessening  secretion.  These  hints  are 
thrown  out,  however,  not  as  facts  fully  esta- 
blished from  practice  in  diseased  urethras,  but  as 
matter  of  future  inquiry. 

In  course  of  practice  I  have  seen  many  cases 
of  strictureof  an  old  date  in  which  bougies  were 
of  no  avail;  but  the  following  was  so  rcrnark;;bl« 
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in  its  circumstances,  that  I  must  beg  leave  to 
subjoin  it.  I  know  not  how  far  Mr.  Home's 
method,  or  a  modification  of  it,  might  have 
been  attended  either  with  palliation  or  a  more 
curative  effect;  but  this  I  make  no  hesitation  of 
saying,  ha.d  I  known  as  much  as  I  know  now, 
I  would  have  recommended  this  method,  or  a 
modification  of  it,  before  the  last  fatal  attack, 
which  I  conceive  to  have  been  primarily  on  the 
kidneys.  And  the  history  will  tend  to  show  the 
great  resources  of  nature,  the  great  irritability 
of  the  urethra  under  particular  circumstances, 
especially  when  connected  with  an  affection  of 
the  bladder  andkidneys,  the  difficulties  attending 
the  common  action  of  a  bougie,  and  the  hope 
that  may  still  remain  of  relieving  a  suffering  in- 
dividual in  a  desperate  state  by  the  use  of  caus- 
tics. When  I  reflect  on  this  and  some  other 
cases  similar  to  it,  the  old  rule  of  practice  oc- 
curs to  my  mind,  "  that  a  doubtful  remedy  is 
"  better  than  none."  But  that  remedy,  if  em- 
ployed, should  have  been  when  the  urethra, 
bladder  and  kidneys  were  not  beset  with  a  great 
deoree  of  acute  morbid  irritability.  No  man 
should  attempt  the  operation  of  lithotomy  m 
what  is  called  a  fit.  of  the  stone,  when  the  blad- 
der and  all  parts  in  connexion  with  it  are  highly 
irritable  ;  but  during  an  interval  of  ease  :  and 
the  same  doctrine  is  applicable  not  only  to  the 
lunar  caustic,  but  to  the  introduction  of  a  com- 
mon bougie. 
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A  young  gentleman  of  1 8  years  had,  In  conse- 
quence of  a  gonorrhoea  virulenta,  an  abscess 
in  perinaeo,  which  was  healed  by  internal  medi- 
cines and  external  means  only,  without  a  bou- 
gie ever  having  been  introduced  or  worn  to  pro- 
mote the  healing  of  the  sore  or  remove  the  pro- 
bable obstruction.  In  1778  he  was  salivated  for 
secondary  venereal  symptoms,  (eruptions,)  and 
cured.  In  1783,  in  consequence  of  the  old 
diseased  state  of  the  urethra,  which  had  never 
been  treated  with  a  bougie,  he  was  seized  with 
a  suppression  of  urine,  lasting  seven  days  and 
as  many  nights.  It  was  impossible  to  pass  either 
bougie  or  catheter.  Bleeding,  the  warm  bath, 
oil,  opium,  and  tepid  water,  frequently  injected  * 
into  the  rectum,  were  the  principal  means  of  re- 
lief. His  urine  after  tjiat  length  of  time  forced 
its  way  with  violence,  and  he  emptied  his  blad- 
der at  once.  Though  relieved  from  imminent 
danger,  be  continued  to  neglect  the  trial  of 
what  a  bougie  might  have  done  towards  remov- 
ing the  stricture  afterwards,  until  he  was  aged 
57,  (in  1795)  when  the  difficulty  of  passing  his 
urine  became  greater,  voiding  mucus,  some- 
times a  small  quantity  of  blood,  and  sometimes 
gravel  and  small  stones.  At  this  period,  when- 
ever his  avocations  in  business  would  allow  him 
to  attend  to  these  complaints,  he  submitted  to 
have  the  bougie  tried.  At  different  times  it 
was  introduced  with  great  care,  but  after  getting 
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a  short  way  into  the  stricture  and  towards  th<£ 
bladder,  pain,  heat  of  urine,  a  quickened  pulse, 
even  shiverings,  would  come  on,  attended  also 
with  an  evident  disposition  to  suppression  of 
urine.    With  these  impediments  occurring,  the 
bougie  was  repeatedly  used,  and  occasionally 
discontinued  to  quiet  irritation,  without  making 
any  considerable  progress.    Although  he  had 
sometimes  frequent  calls  to  discharge  his  urine, 
yet  at  times  (more  particularly  when  in  a  warm 
room,  and  even  after  drinking  a  quantity  of  wine 
or  other  fluids,)  he  would  make  it  with  perfect 
freedom  ;  this  latter  circumstance  seemed  to 
depend  on  a  copious  secretion  from  the  kidneys, 
filling  the  bladder  and  forcing  a  stream  of  urine 
from  behind,    through  the  obstructed  part. 
Thus,  did  he  rub  on  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
the  urine  itself  .keeping  the  obstruction  passable, 
in  the  natural  course  of  the  canal,  and  in  a 
direction  contrary  to  our  attempts  by  a  bougie. 
The  latter  is  an  artificial,  but  unnatural  way,  of 
keeping  a  greatly  obstructed  urethra  open;  the 
other  is  a  natural  one,  and  if  we  could  imitate 
this  by  large  dilution,    increasing  the  secre- 
tion from  the  kidneys,  it  would  be  a  force 
applied  from  behind,  propelling  the  urine  for- 
wards by  the  united  action  and  general  consent, 
both  of  kidneys  and  bladder,  and  thus  by  its 
stream  dilating  the  stricture.     The  mouths 
of  the  lacunae  open  outwards  and  not  in- 
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ward.    This  fact  explains  why  the  bougie  and 
caustic  sometimes  hitch  in thelacunae,  and  why 
a  larger  sized  bougie  will  pass  when  a  small  one 
will  not,  and  why  a  false  route  may  sometimes 
be  made  by  these  as  well  as  other  instruments  for 
drawing  off  the  water.  And  lastly,  why  patients 
too  often  express  pain,  sensibility,  and  spasm, 
by  attempts  against  the  natural  course  of  the 
passage,  sometimes  injurious  to  its  structure. 
So  favourable  are  the  lacunae  to  the  progress  of 
the  stream  of  urine  from  the  bladder  forwards, 
that  it  is  possible  some  obstinate  strictures  may 
be  long  kept  so  far  open  as  to  suffer  the  func- 
tions of  the  several  parts  to  be  performed,  though 
in  an  imperfect  state,  without  any  hazardous 
symptoms  coming  on,  by  the  mere  force  of  the 
urine  in  sufficient  quantity  from  the  kidneys 
only ;  and  if,  by  means  of  an  opening  made 
behind  a  stricture  into  the  urethra,  we  could  pass 
a  bougie  in  the  same  direction  that  the  urine 
passes  naturally,  over  the  lacunae  towards  the 
penis  and  through  the  stricture,  we  might  pos- 
sibly relieve  in  some  cases  where  we  now 
fail. 

General  and  topical  bleeding,  relaxantsboth  ex- 
ternally and  internally,  opiates  and  laxatives,  &c. 
were  at  different  times  used :  amongst  the  latter, 
manna  had  frequently  a  good  effect.  The  bou- 
gie he'could  not  bear  at  the  stricture;  and  even 
touching  gently  the  anterior  part  of  the  urethra 
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by  keeping  in,  for  a  short  time,  a  few  inches  of 
a  bougie,  produced  too  much  uneasiness,  and  had 
not  the  effect  I  have  seen  in  many  other  cases. 
Once,  when  I  had  with  great  tenderness  and 
caution  passed  the  smallest  bougie  some  little 
way  into  the  stricture,  he  thought  his  symptoms 
relieved ;  but  as  I  proceeded,  although  with  the 
greatest  gentleness,  shiverings  and  fever  follow- 
ed. This  happened  so  often  during  the  course 
of  my  attendance,  which  was  not  constant  but 
occasionally  only,  for  years,  that  I  was  convinc- 
ed there  must  be  not  only  permanent  stricture, 
but  disease  of  the  prostate,  .kidneys,  and  blad- 
der, probably  connected  with  stone.  The  pros- 
tate I  could  feel  per  anum  enlarged,  hard,  and 
pressing  into  the  rectum,  which  occasioned  a 
frequent  forcing,  not  only  of  urine  involuntarily, 
but  of  faeces.  He  had  moreover  a  frequent  dis- 
position to  piles,  which  never  bled,  but  there 
passed  sometimes  from  the  urethra  a  kind  of 
bloody  gleet,  and  blood  itself  in  the  urine.  He 
had  sometimes  pains  in  his  back ;  some  perhaps 
[muscular,  rheumatic,  or  gouty  ;  but  at  times 
he  had  a  more  decided  pain  in  both  kidneys,  his 
urine  would  be  frequently  quite  clear,  and  yet 
sometimes  containaquantityof  mucus,  and  some 
small  portion  of  blood.  These  circumstances, 
when  compared  with  the  shiverings,  fever,  &c. 
produced  by  a  common  bougie,  convinced  me, 
£hat  the  several  parts  were  much  too  irritable  to 
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bear  it ;  and  having  met  with  similar  cases 
failing  me  in  the  same  way,  I  wholly  desist- 
ed. He  would,  I  believe,,  have  submitted  to 
the  caustic,  had  that  been  urged  ;  but  know- 
ing the  state  of  the  prostate  gland,  reflecting 
that  he  could  not  bear  even  a  common  bougie 
used  in  the  most  guarded  manner,  and  believ- 
ing his  stricture  was  of  that  kind,  that  it  would 
have  done  no  good,  but  probably  have  hastened 
his  end,  it  was  not  attempted.  And  indeed 
some  instances  of  suppression  of  urine  arising 
from  the  caustic,  which  he  had  heard  of,  had 
alarmed  him  so  much,  that  the  idea  was  given  up. 

He  was  strongly  predisposed  to  a  suppression 
of  urine,  but  without  any  absolute  suppression 
taking  place  for  some  months  before  his  death. 
At  length,  however,  when  verging  towards  60, 
whether  it  was  from  a  few  small  doses  of  balsam 
capaivi  producing  inflammation,  that  had  been 
recommended,  from  a  gouty  attack  upon  his 
kidneys,  or  from  both,  I  cannot  say;  but  such 
a  total  suppression  came  on  with  violent  pain, 
&c.  in  the  region  of  both  kidneys,  as  baffled  every 
effort  for  his  relief. 

Upon  examination  after  death  both  kidneys 
wrere  found  greatly  diseased,  but  one  much  more 
enlarged  than  the  other;  the  prostate  very  hard, 
and  thoroughly  diseased  also;  a  stricture  of  con- 
siderable extent,  Gallous  and  impervious ;  a 
thickened  and  contracted  bladder,  and  a  large 
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quantity  of  matter  in  the  pelvis  and  substance 
of  the  larger  kidney,  and  ulcerations  on  the 
exterior  surface  of  the  other.  The  distention 
of  the  bladder  in  this  suppression  of  urine  was 
neither  large  nor  equable,  but  more  to  one  side 
than  the  other,  and  that  side  corresponded 
to  the  larger  kidney.  I  suspect  that  there 
was  but  little  secretion  of  urine  from  either  of 
them. 

This  was  an  instance  of  very  great  irritability 
of  all  the  parts,  in  connexion  with  stricture, 
probably  occasioned  by  that  general  consent 
which  naturally  pervades  them,  but  which  from 
'disease  long  kept  up  was  greatly  heightened. 
The  abscess  in  perinaeo  was  at  the  age  of  ]  8  ; 
the  first  suppression  of  urine  25  years-  after. 
From  that  time,  the  prostate,  the  bladder  and 
kidneys  were  getting  gradually,  partly  from  age, 
and  partly  from  other  causes  (viz.  gout,  or  dis- 
position to  the  gravel  and  stone)  into  a  morbid 
state ;  the  stricture  all  this  time  remained 
without  any  thing  having  been  done  towards  its 
removal,  from  youth  upwards.  And  when  at  last 
the  bougie  was  employed,  the  obstruction  was  so 
great,  and  the  general  tendency  of  other  parts 
to  irritation,  so  firmly  established,  that  no  pro- 
gress could  be  made  ;  to  this,  I  attribute  in  some 
measure  the  failure  of  the  bougie,  which,  if  ap- 
plied at  a  more  early  period,  might  have  been 
attended  with  success.    It  is  very  remarkable., 
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with  such  permanent  disease  about  him,  that 
the  mere  daily  secretion  and  evacuation  of  his 
urine  should,  for  so  many  years  have  been  suf- 
ficient by  the  force  of  its  stream  alone  to  keep 
the  passage  open,  with  but  one  single  suppres- 
sion of  seven  days  and  nights  from  the  date  of 
the  abscess  in  perinaeo  at  ]  8  to  the  last  sup- 
pression when  near  60.    It  was  extremely  per- 
plexing to  ascertain  how  far  the  stricture  was 
the  original  cause  of  all  the  symptoms  which 
followed,  or  how  far  it  was  connected  with 
disease  in  the  kidneys,  bladder  and  prostate, 
and  coming  on  as  these  affections  do  come  on, 
where  there  has  never  been  a  stricture,  or 
abscess  in  perinseo.    A  case  elsewhere  given 
shews  that  abscess  and  stricture  may  not  only 
exist,   but  be  cured  without  the  latter  bring- 
ing on  an  affection  of  the  kidneys,  though 
one  kidney  was  nearly  destroyed  before  the 
formation   of   these  complaints.     In  short, 
the  two  affections  may  be  perfectly  distinct, 
although    the  one  may  influence  the  other 
from  sympathy  in  particular  cases.     In  my 
judgment,  in  the  above  case,  disease  had  sub- 
sisted for  a  considerable  time,  not  only  in  the 
prostate,  but  bladder  and  kidneys,  previous  to 
the  last  suppression.    A  suppression  of  urine, 
lasting  only  a  few  days,  would  neither  have 
caused  the  diseased  prostate  nor  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  kidneys ;  and  the  train  of  symp- 
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toms  shewed,  that  these  had  been  long  form- 
ing ;  but  the  matter  in  the  largest  kidney  was 
probably  the  more  immediate  effect  of  gouty 
or  phlegmonous  inflammation,  and  the  morbid 
state  of  the  two  kidneys,  I  suspect,  brought 
on  the  suppression.  If  these  organic  affections 
had  not  taken  place,  there  might  have  been  no 
suppression  ;  and  the  urine  probably  would  still 
have  continued  the  office  it  had  done  for  many 
years,  of  keeping  the  strictured  part  of  the 
urethra  pervious.  But  it  is  also  probable,  that 
if  he  would  have  submitted  to  the  caustic,  or  a 
modification  of  it,  to  the  anterior  part  of  the 
stricture  only,  before  his  kidneys  became  af- 
fected,  and  before  the  last  attack,  so  as  to 
have  made  a  way  partially  towards  the  bladder; 
that  his  complaint,  so  far  as  it  depended  on 
stricture,  might  have  been  relieved,  at  least 
for  a  time. 

The  application  of  bougies,  as  Mr.  Home 
has  stated,  is  sometimes  partial  and  incomplete, 
not  so  much  I  believe  from  want  of  power  as 
the  inconvenience  of  attending  daily  to  their 
slow  and  progressive  operation.  The  lunar 
caustic  being  a  remedy  infinitely  more  active 
than  the  coumon  bougie,  requires  less  perseve- 
rance in  its  use,  when  well  conducted,  and  not 
such  constant  attendance,  but  its  effects  should 
be  carefully  watched  to  prevent  the  accidents  to 
which  it  is  liable.    The  same  reasoning  will 
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apply  to  every  modification  of  it,   and  every 
attempt  hitherto  made  to  improve  upon  it. 
But  there  are  a  prodigious  number  of  cases 
relievable,   and    many    curable   by  common 
bougies  without  any  risk,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, immediate  or  remote,  and  almost  without 
pain.    Such  persons  therefore  as  chuse  to  go 
through  the  new,  shorter,  rough  road,  instead 
of  the  Smoother  old  one,  may  make  their  elec- 
tion, and  proceed  the  way  that  pleases  them 
best.    Many  persons  do  not  like  restraint  as  to 
their  engagements  and  pleasures  ;  many  do  not 
like  a  slow  mode  of  cure  how  safe  soever  it  may 
be,  but  prefer  a  more  expeditious  one,  though 
more  painful  and  hazardous.    Many  chuse  a 
caustic,  because  they  have  an  idea  that  no 
common  bougie  will  dilate  the  stricture  suf- 
ficiently.   This  is  a  mistaken  notion  as  to  many 
strictures.    I  apprehend  the  best  reason  for 
adopting  this  new  practice  is  in  cases  of  real 
difficulty,  wherein  the  bougie  fails  of  producing 
the  desired  effect,  and  in  this  opinion  I  believe 
Mr.  Home  and  Mr.  Whateley  will  agree.  In 
my  judgment  the  indiscriminate  application  of 
caustic  to  every  stricture  is  not  warrantable, 
how    modified  soever    it    may   be.  Many 
thousands  of  persons  have  not  only  been  re- 
lieved, so  as  to  pass  their  lives  comfortably,  but 
cured  by  the  old  method  of  using  bougies. 
I  have  not  either  the  inclination  or  the  re- 
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quisite  leisure  to  criticise  the  works  of  some 
gentlemen  who  have  opposed  Mr.  Home's 
method.  His  valuable  observations  are  before 
the  public,  and  amongst  the  more  intelligent 
part  of  the  profession  they  will  be  duly  appre- 
ciated, for  the  many  numerous  and  important 
facts  they  contain  on  the  subject  of  strictures 
and  means  of  relieving  them — and  to  his  credit, 
be  it  said,  that  he  has  been  greatly  instrumental 
in  shewing  the  way  and  laying  a  solid  founda- 
tion for  subsequent  improvements. 

The  mode  of  applying  the  lunar  caustic  by 
touching  the  stricture  for  a  short  time  with  the 
caustic  in  substance,  appears  to  me  preferable  to 
the  use  of  it  in  powder,  because  a  trifling  solu- 
tion then  only  takes  place  on  the  surface  of  the 
disease,  if  the  touch  be  slight ;  without  the 
chance  of  any  particle  of  the  caustic  itself, 
however  small,  remaining  attached  to  the  part 
to  which  it  is  applied ;  and  if  such  particle  re- 
mains at  a  stricture,  it  will  irritate  much  more 
than  the  simple  touch,  without  dissolving  ;  and 
may  continue  to  irritate  till  it  is  washed  away 
by  the  urine.  The  first  method  described  by 
Mr.  Home,  was  a  touch,  and  the  slighter  it 
was,  and  the  smaller  its  surface  of  contact,  the 
less  it  would  irritate ;  that  of  Mr.  Whateley,  in 
which  the  caustic  was  fastened  and  secured  by 
means  of  glue  to  the  end  of  a  bougie,  was  of  a 
similar  kind  ;  his  second  method,  in  which  the 
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fine  powder  was  incased  in  a  solution  of  gum 
arabie,  was  intended  to  render  the  caustic  less 
stimulating;  and  so  it  probably  was,  for  its 
natural  difficulty  of  solution  must  have  been,  by 
the  envelopement  in  gum,  increased.    And  I 
should  not  wonder  if  it  gave  no  pain,  for 
it  could  not,  I  think,  operate  merely  as  caus- 
tic.   The  attachment  of  a  very  small  quantity 
of  the  powder  reduced  to  the  utmost  degree  of 
fineness,  and  adhering  by  means  of  bees  wax 
to  the  end  of  a  catgut  bougie  formerly  men- 
tioned, was,  I  think,  much  better  calculated  to 
answer  the  purpose  of  touching  with  the  caustic 
fairly ;  without  leaving  any  particle  of  it  behind, 
and  without  the  uncertainty  of  an  equivocal 
action. — The  bougie  armed  should  be  small  ; 
and  if  small  the  surface  of  contact  will  reach 
only  a  short  way,  if  applied  only  up  to  the  stric- 
ture through  an  elastic  gum  catheter,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  possibility  of  its  hitching  in  its 
passage.    And  I  cannot  conceive  why  the  gen- 
tlemen who  use  both  the  lunar  caustic  and  kali 
purum  have  not  availed  themselves  of  so  useful 
an  instrument — for  by  means  of  it  caustic  may 
be  conveyed  to  the  disease  only,  and  with  the 
utmost  precision ;  and  without  the  smallest 
danger  of  injuring  the  sound  parts  as  it  goes 
along,  or  the  natural  cells  of  the  urethra,  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  stric- 
ture.   It  is  a  matter  of  no  great  consequence 
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whether  the  lunar  caustic  at  first  touches  the 
stricture  superficially,  or  passes  a  short  way 
into  it;  by  due  attention,  and  after  a  time  it 
may  be  carried  farther,  and  thereby  facilitate 
the  great  work  of  dilatation  or  widening  of  the 
contracted  part ;  and  the  cure  may  be  finished 
by  the  caustic  alone  when  the  stricture  is  not 
beyond  the  bulb,  or  by  assisting  its  previous 
operation,;  with  a  common  bougie,  passing  gra- 
dually through  the  membranous  and  more  dan- 
gerous parts  of  the  urethra,,  till  the  latter  fairly 
enters  the  bladder. 

Although  Mr.  Whateley  allows  of  the  pro- 
priety of  using  common  bougies,  yet  he  has 
thrown  them  in  the  back  ground,  and  adopted 
Mr.  Home's  practice  under  certain  modifica- 
tions. In  1801  he  proposed  the  method  of 
fastening  the  lunar  caustic  (as  was  before  said) 
to  the  extremity  of  a  bougie  by  means  of  glue. 
He  has  since  that  made  another  alteration  by 
endeavouring  to  secure  it  with  a  thick  solution 
of  gum  arabic.  He  has  lately  changed  his 
caustic,  and  given  the  preference  to  the  kali 
purum.  Many  persons  unacquainted  with  me- 
dicine do  not  know  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
violentcaustics  in  use  for  making  the  deepest 
slough,  taking  away  small  tumors,  opening 
abscesses,  and  laying  a  carious  bone  bare.— 
Violent  as  it  is,  Mr.  Whateley  has  contrived 
with  great  ingenuity,  by  employing  it  in  the 
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smallest  possible  quantity,  to  render  its  applica  • 
tion  safe ;  and  it  is  said  to  produce  little  or  no 
pain,  and  to  be  preferable  to  the  lunar  caus- 
tic, though  he  still  continues  occasionally  to 
use  the  latter.  When  I  observed  in  his 
last  publication  the  three  very  small  dots  ex- 
pressing the  largest,  the  medium,  and  the 
smallest  quantity  of  the  kali  purum  recom- 
mended, I  was  pleased  with  the  thought.  But 
when  I  reflected  how  soon  these  diminutive  por- 
tions would  probably  liquefy  in  the  air,  not  only 
during  the  time  of  fixing  them  to  the  bougie, 
but  afterwards  when  kept  for  use,  covered  with 
lard,  in  a  bottle  or  case,  and  during  a  movement 
of  two  minutes  up  and  down,  after  it  had  en- 
tered the  stricture  at  the  opening  previously 
made  by. a  small  common  bougie,  I  conceived 
that  its  caustic  property  might  possibly  be  al- 
tered. And  upon  reading  a  little  farther,  I 
found  Mr.  Whateley  himself  acknowledges  that 
this  caustic  formed  soap;  probably  from  its 
combination  with  the  lard,  or  with  something 
mucilaginous  it  met  with  in  the  stricture  itself, 
or  in  its  passage  to  it.  When  Mr.  Whateley, 
as  a  previous  step  to  the  introduction  of  the 
kali  purum,  advises  a  way  to  be  made  through 
the  stricture  and  into  the  bladder  by  a  small 
common  bougie,  a  great  and  important  point 
may  be  gained  ;  but  when. gained  it  will  super- 
sede in  many  instances  the  application  of  both 
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caustics  ;  gradual  dilatation,  with  that  miicou:  ' 
discharge,  which  are  inseparable  from  the  reten- 
tion of  a  bougie  for  a  few  hours  daily,  will  do 
the  rest;  at  least  to  a  considerable  degree.  An 
effect  of  which  Mr.  S.  Sharp  was  long  since  fully 
aware,  and  has  very  accurately  explained  in  his 
critical  inquiry. — I  do  not  mean  however  to 
say,  that  a  bougie  can  always  dilate  the  urethra 
so  completely,  or  to  the  same  width  as  the  lunar 

'.■  caustic  or  kalipurum,  because  it  produces  no  loss 
of  substance  whatever,  which  these  certainly  do 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  And  of  the  two, 
the  kali  purum,  if  it  does  not  act  merely  as  soap, 
must  produce  the  deepest  slough,  which  Mr. 
Whateley  would  probably  have  found,  if  he  had 

-  made  the  like  experiments  with  the  kali  purum 
as  with  the  lunar  caustic.  What  the  precise  ope- 
ration of  the  kali  purum  may  be  in  stricture,  ac- 
cordingtohismethod,I  cannotsay.  I  have  known 
from  long  experience  that,  when  applied  even 
largely  to  the  skin  in  an  uninflamed  state,  it  pro- 
duced but  little  pain.  I  can  therefore  believe  that 
the  very  small  quantity  employed  by  Mr.  Whafe- 
ley  in  stricture,  may  also  cause  but  little  uneasi- 
ness. If  I  may  judge  from  its  application  to  the 
skin  externally,  it  produces  a  deep  slough  :  the 
destruction  of  parts, both  from  its  superior  activity 
and  its  veryreacly  solution,  is  more  diffused,  and 
much  greater  than  from  the  application  of  the 
lunar  caustic  to  the  same  surface   1  ut  when  the 
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slough  is  once  formed,  or  the  escar  made,  the  ir- 
ritation ceases ;  the  part  to  which  it  has  been  ap- 
plied, being  as  perfectly  insensible,  as  if  it  was 
mortified.  The  lunar  eaustic,  when  applied  to  the 
skin,  produces  no  slough,  but  merely  a  blackness 
without  pain,  and  when  to  the  urethra  a  super- 
ficial slough  only,  unless  rubbed  for  a  consider- 
able time  on  an  extended  surface.  The  passage  of 
the  bougie  previously,  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
Whateley,  is  an  important  circumstance.  The 
direct  application  of  an  extremely  small  quantity 
of  the  caustic,  and  its  properties,  so  different 
from  the  lunar  caustic,  may  be  advantages  in  its 
favour,  and  perhaps  tend  to  widen  the  con- 
tracted part  more  certainly  and  more  speedily 
than  the  lunar  caustic;  but  the  practice  is  new, 
and  but  lately  adopted,  and  time  has  not  yet 
established  its  superior  utility.  Mr.  John  Hunter 
in  his  time  made  great  efforts  to  improve  the 
then  practice  in  strictures,  by  various  valuable 
suggestions.  Mr.  Home  has  pursued  a  similar 
track — and  introduced  the  lunar  caustic.  Mr. 
Whateley  has  followed,  and  proposed  as  an  oc- 
casional substitute,  the  kali  purum. 

For  a  full  account  of  the  practice,  I  must  re- 
fer the  reader  to  the  original  writers.  I  have 
only  to  remark,  it  may  be  said  fairly  that  the 
several  methods  of  employing  the  two  caustics 
in  stricture  have  added  considerably  to  the  re- 
sources of  modern  Surgery,  but  in  my  concep- 
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tion  they  should  be  limited  to  such  cases  only  as 
are  not  rehevableby  more  gentle  means,  namely, 
the  careful  and  judicious  application  of  a  well 
made  common  bougie.  \$th  due  care  and  at- 
tention caustics  have  succeeded  wjiere  this  me- 
thod has  failed.  But  their  indiscrTqjinate  use  in 
the  slightest,  as  well  as  more  obstJfcate  cases, 
appears  to  me  unwarrantable.  The  hazard  and 
difficulties  are  obvious,  the  practice  is  yet  only 
in  its  infancy,  and  there  has  hardly  been 
time  sufficient  to  form  a  correct  judgment 
as  to  the  permanency  of  many  supposed  cures. 

With  regard  to  the  more  distressful  cases, 
the  great  fact  is  established  of  not  only  re- 
lieving, but  curing  under  circumstances  hereto- 
fore reckoned  almost  desperate,  and  without 
remedy ;  in  which  attempts  were  formerly 
made  to  attain  the  same  ends  by  methods 
more  precarious,  and  much  more  painful 
than  those  by  caustics.  It  was  oftepk  a  great, 
and  in  some  cases  almost  an  insurmountable 
difficulty,  to  get  through  callous  obstructions 
anteriorly  or  more  deeply  seated  in  the  bul- 
bous part  of  the  urethra  ;  that  difficulty  may 
be  lessened  almost  in  every  case  by  caustic,  and 
in  some  actually  removed— after  which  the  cure 
may  be  left  to  the  gradual  and  less  dangerous 
operation  of  a  common  bougie. 

THE  END. 
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